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ft 


Dear /on  in  f be  faith  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Cbrifi, 
grace  and  peace  be  multiplied. 

I  HAVE  for  feme  time  had  it  upoa  my  mind 
to  fend  thee  ibme  account  of  my  late  goings  on^ 
having  for  Ibme  few  weeks  back  been  much  in* 
didged  and  helped  by  the  Holy  Spirit  of  promife,  of 
whole  influence^  help,  and  energetic  interceflion  at 
the  throne  of  grace,  I  have  been  very  watchful  and 
obiervant;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  could  not  but 
wonder  at  the  backwardne(s,  deadnels,  drynels,  and 
•barrenneis)  both  in  power  and  in  expreflion,  when 
his  ienfible  inQuence  was  withheld  from  me*  His 
.divine  perfon,  and  his  mod  benign  influences  and 
operatbns,  were  for  many  days  my  meditation, 
both  by  night  and  by  day;  and,  during  this  time» 
•tbefe  things  were  the  principal  fubjeds  of  my  mi- 
niftry;  and,  had  I  wrote  them  then^  1  have  no  doubt 

B  but 


(  a  ) 

but  thou  woulded  have  felt  the  blelTcd  efiei^s ;  but 
now  it  is  not  fo  with  me ;  my  harp  is  upon  the 
willowsr:  aAd>  with  i^^d:  ta  leafiUe  en}0]Faients> 
the  Comforter  that  (hould  relieve  my  foul  feems  to 
i9e  &r  from  me.  Oh|  what  b  all  religion  without 
the  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit!  An  empty  (hew, 
and  a  wearinefs  to  the  fle(h« 

I  thought  not  a  Uttk  of  his  divine  perfonality ; 
and  wondered  much  how  any  man  livings  who  reads 
the  fo»(Miiier>'«otild  evtr  havfc  the  effiromery  to 
deny  his  being  a  divine  perlbn.  But  the  world 
knowa  him  not*  IwUlJend  you  a  comforter  whom 
tbs  world anmotreceive,  becauft  it  Jteth  bm not,  nei- 
ther knoweth  him ;  hu  ye  knono  bim,  for  be  dweUetb 
tvitbypu,  andJbaU  be  in  you*  He  b  therefore  to  be 
knowti  by^  all  believers :  and  thofe  who  d^  know 
hkn  wilt  gloHfy  him  and  honour  him ;  reveixrnc^ 
htm  and  adore  him:  and  we  know  that  all  whe  are 
deftitute  of  him,  and  ftrangers  to  hts.  operations^  are 
fenftial  men,  and  know  nothing  but  what  they  know 
naturally.  ^-Henceibme  have  calkd  the  Holy  Spirit 
nb  more  than  a  quality,  or  aji  attribute  of  God; 
ethers  an  influence  only  i  others  no  more  than  a  name; 
avowing  that  there  is  but  ofie  perfon  in  the  God- 
head, but  a  pluraliiy  of  names  :-^as  Simon  Magus 
gave  it  out,  that  he  himMf  was  God  the  Father  in 
Samaria,  the  Word  in  Judea>  and  the  Spirit  in  the 
other  parts  of  the  world.  Sorely  that  monfler  of  a 
■Kin  muft  be  die  father  or  ringleader  of  all  heretics. 
But  we  know  tfa^c  nd  curious  diving,  so  ^ncuiative 
I  prying. 


(  J. J. 

prying,  ntf  pfefumpWous  ihtrudin|,  tviD  meet  with 
the  divine  approbeitJon.  God  refifieth  the  proud.' 
But  O  how  ie&t  h(}w  fwcet,  how  fklutary,  how 
facisfaftory,  how  humbling  and  fofteningi  arc- the' 
fwcet  influences,  operations,  difcovcrie^,  and  com-  ■ 
HiuQicacions,  of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  the  fouh  of 
the  children  of  God] 

Various  diings  are  meant  by  the  word\S>«rr/  in 
the  hrfy  fcripturej  :-^as  wind,  the/pirit  of  beafts, 
and  the  fouls  of  men,  arid  angels,  both  good  and  bad. 
iBuc  the  Holy  Gboft  is  diftinguifhed  from  all  tbefc, 
being  emphatically  calkd  Gtxl,  not  in  a  figurative 
or  roetaphoric,  but  in  an  abfolute  lenie ;  tc  the  ac^* 
hiowkdgmenttf  the  ntffitry  of  Gody  and  of  the  Father^ 
aadofCbr^.  CoL  ii.  i.  In  which  paflage  the  Holy 
Gboft  ftands  firft  in  the  Holy  Trinity,  and  he  is 
diftind;  from  the  Father  ^did  from  Chrift:  and 
furely,  if  he  were  not  eiScntisdiy  God,  to  all  intents 
and  purpofes,  he  never  would:  have  infpircd  the 
apoftle  to  rtSLttit  and  place  him  as  God  before  the- 
Fathen  The  church  alfo  i^  Called  the  temple  if  the 
Holy  Gboft  \  ^5  Ged  bath  Jmdi  I  will  dwell  in  them 
and  walk  in  tbem%  No  fpirit  whatever,  that  is  me  a- 
tioned  in  all. the  book  of  God,  is  ever  numbered 
with  the  perfoQS  in  the  Holy  Trinity,  or  ranked 
with  the  Father  and  the  Son,  eJcccpt  the  Holy 
Ghoft.  Nor  is  the  church  the  property,  the  tem- 
ple, or  x\it  habitatioq^  of  any  but  of.  God  al^lie  : 
mdy  as  the  c^uKh  is  calkd  (he  tcmpk  of  the  Holy 
Qboft^  the  Hojy  Ghpft  muft  b^  God. 

B  2  A  ghoft 


(  .4    ) 

*  A  ghpft  13  a  fpirk.     The  Holy  Ghoft  'and  fhc 
Holy  Spirit  is  one  and  the  fame  iti  the  original,  as 
fay  the  learned*    Now  ^hat  I  have  upon  my  mindi 
to  write  to  my  dear  brother,  is  upon  this  important 
fubjedt :  and,  however  weakly,  or  however  imper- 
feAly  I  may  expr^fs  myfelf,  I  am  fully  perfuaded, 
by  my  own  experience,  that  it  is  nw>ft  fafc,  and 
ever  will  be  farisfaftory  and  eftabU(hing  to  the  eleft 
of  God,  who  are  regenerated  and  renewed  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  to  believe  as  I  do :  while  the  contrary 
is  moil  dangerous,  if  not  perilous  :«-^I  mean,  that 
the  Holy  Ghoft  muft  be  acknowledged  to  be  a  di- 
vine perfon  by  all  diofe  who  are  fan£Hfied,  and  who 
hope  to  be  faved.     They  muft  acknowledge  the 
tnyftery  of  God^  of  the  Father,  andtfChriJii   for  we 
are  baptized  in  the  name  of  all  the  three,  and  there-- 
fore,  in  our  holy  profeftion,  we  muft  acknowledge 
this  greatcft  myftcry  of  all  myfterics. 

A  ^ferfoUj  according  to  the  account  of.  learned 
men,  is  an  individual  being,  an  intelligent  agent, 
il^ho  is  fingular,  and  fubfifts,  lives,  fpeaks,  under- 
ftands,  afts,  and  works — and  fuch  is  the  Holy 
Ghoft.  Nor  is  there-  a  diftinft  perfonal  charafter 
but  what  the  holy  fcriptures  apply  to  him  ,^— fuch 
as  /,  me^  hifjty  he,  his,  thou.  As  for  inftance,  Se^ 
parate  me  Bamahas  and  Saul  for  the  work  whereunto 
I  have  called  them^  And  when  hk  is  cdme  he  fhall 
guide  yen  into  all  truth :  Again,  I  will  fend  you  a  com^ 
farter,  whom  the  world  eannot  receive,  hecauje  it  Jeetb 

m 

H I M  not,  neither  knoweth  him  -,  but  ye  know  H  i  m,  for 

HE 


HB  Jftelktk  wUbycUf  andJb^Mhmyw.    Agtdn^  Is- 
tbi  Sfirit  of  the  Lord  ftraiuned  ?  Are  tbife.  his  drifts  ? 
Again,  fFbttberfiall  Iff  from  tby  Sprite  er  wbitber^ 
JhoU  I f^  from  tby  prefsnce  ?    J^  I  go  up  inio  bwDcn^i 
THov  art  tbere.    Sure  I  am  chat  tbde  perfonal  cba*r 
nStex%  cannot  be  applied  to  a  naaie>  or  to  a  quidityi 
in  God,  or  to  an  influence  from  hiiHi  or  to  an  ac** 
cident^  or  to  a  tranfient  imprellion  y  much  lefs  to  fti 
nonentity.    It  is  true,  that  perfonal  <:hara&ers,  and 
perfonal  anions,  are  fbmetimes  afcribed  to  thicks 
inanimaee ;  as,  Tbe  trees  v^entfrrtb  ta  cboqfe  tbmfehes 
m  kingj  md  mvited  tbe  vim  oiuitbe  olive  to  reign  over^ 
tbem^  wbo  refufedi  and  tbe  bramble  bid  tbem  fut  tbem^. 
/elves  under  bis  Jbadow.    The  red  fea  alfo  is  repre^ 
feoted  as  feeing  and  fleeing,     ^e  floods  lift  up  tbeir 
bands  on  bigb,  and  tbe  little  bills  ^ip  like  lambs^    Yet 
ve  have  no  voice  from  any  of  thefe,  only  dumb 
iigns  at  beft ;  thefe  all  wanted  perfons  to  fpeak  for 
them,     Jotbam  fpeaks  for  the  trees  and  the  bram- 
ble ;  Habakkuk  fpeaks  the  motions  of  the  feat  and 
David  the  a£tions  of  the  little  hills.    9ut  the  Holy 
Spirit  wants  none  to  fpeak  for  him  2  he  can  fpeak. 
ofhimfelf,  and  for  himfelf.     He  fpoke  in  Adarn^ 
giving  names  to  9^11  creatures.   He  fpoke  to  Philip—* 
Qo  near,  and  join  tl^elf  to  ibis  ebariot.    He  fpokc 
to  Peter — ^be  Spirit  Jaid  unto  bitnr  Behold^  tbree  men 
Jeek  tbee\   arije^  tberefore^  and  get  thee  dawn,  and  g<^ 
mA  tbem,  nothing  doubting.    The  Spirit  faid,  Sepa^ 
rate  me  Barnabas  and  Saul.    BleJJedaxe  tbe  dead  wbicb 
ie  in  tbe  Lord:   Tea,  /aitb  tbe  Spirit,  (bat  tbey  f^. 


(  «  ) 

ftfifrtm  their  Mours^  md  tMr  ufcrks  AjiS^w  sbem^ 
The  Holy  Spirtt  not  only  fpeaks  i  but  all  that  have 
ever  ^ken  to  aay  good  pnrpofe  have  been  taught 
10  ipeak  by  hini)|  he  brings  the  things  to  their 
imndsy  puts  worcis  in  dieir  mouths^  and  teaches 
them  bow  Co  pronounce  them.  fFbicb  tloMgs  alfr 
w^Jp€$k^  mi  in  thh  ^(fris  ^icb  manU  ^Oiflkn^  teach'- 
ab^  but  ^bicbtbe  Hofy  Gbeft  ieaeb^tb.  i  Con  ii.  ij* 
The  Spirit  put  a  word  in  Balaam's  mouthj  and  bade 
him  Ipeak  thus  and  thus  $  and  the  opqfUesJpokB  as  the 
Spirit  gave  tbmn  utterance.  He  not  only  fpeaks  ta 
the  iaints^  and  in  them^  but  he  teaches  us  in  fbme 
meaiure  to  dtfcern  between  thofe  whom  he  teaches 
€0  fpeaks  A^d  tbofe  who  follow  their  own  fpirit^  and 
Q^ak  a  vtfien  out  of  their  own  hearc>  and  not  out  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Lord.  And  how  evident  this  is  in 
^  who  write  or  fpeak  of  divine  things  without  the 
Spirit's  teaching !  What  flagrant  erroxs,  fclftcontra* 
dif^ions,  inconfiftencies^  confu(k>n)  and  darkenipg 
of  counfel,'  doth  appear  !  Inftcad  of  making  rough 
places  plain,  and  (brooked  things  flraight,  they  make 
the  {Jaineft  places  rough,  and  the  ftraighc^ft  things^ 
crooked ;  and,  inftead  of  going  through  the  gates^^ 
and  removing  the  tumbling  blocks,  and  calling  up 
the  high*wayif  they  grope  like  the  blind  ibr  the  waU^ 
caufemahy  to  ftumble  at  the  law,  and  deftroy  the 
iliray  of  oar  paths.  And,  if  at  any  dme  any  of  them 
appear  to  be  tolerably  foQnd  in  the  tetter,  yet  4:he^ 
deep  things  of  the  text^  the  unduous  matter  of  it, 
or  the  choice  exptricnce  6f  the  Jioly  penmen  that 

lies 
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lies  liid  io'  iti  k  Ife^r  4ived  into,  nor  l>rougiir  up ; 
the  glMions  faieaiitjr  of  k  ia  obfcured^  the  furiac^  of 
ir  is  flcimmed  wtr  i  a  ^  |Mralkl  cexttitfe  brougl^c 
im  wd  <lirfe  c^nltrnftions  put  ^pon  the  wordi^  and 
the  pnfligc  teft  more  obfcuiv  ih^  when  the  wprk^ 
maa  begMi.  Tfcerc  i|  QOllikig  ;in  Jrour  ears  but 
fWeKfli;  words  and  empty  feuad ;  and  oothii^  m 
four  ibul  but  kanaef^  mA  beggary..  loftead  of 
^fvatering  the  trees  of  fighteouihtf^  or  r  efrclhii^  the 
boweU  of  the  iaiots>  theft,  doiids  without  tain  rather 
exllafe  or  dry  up  all  Dh6  dblvof  bravea  tba^  u  oa  the 
fed^  liowever  .tclitlhed  before,  Su^h  woikmen 
bbicjve  kdd  becloBd  die  Spirit's  wofl^  oaft  a  dioi. 
Heft  oh  dii  bi%h*txft  tVidttiOeSj  .ooneraA  the  laoft 
enkrged  beart,  and  impKfon  thofe  Whom  the  liond 
bas  dibde  free  iiideed./  This  I  know  >y  WQ^  ex** 
peiience.  And  it  muft  be  lb ;  for  lirf  i«Mra^«rM 
i^/armib  i»ot  Hoi  things  of  the  Spirit  qfGddi  mrcMbe 
hwft  ihemy  hecmje  ibty  arej^turibf  dyi^msd. 

Peribiid  pro^rbts  alfo^  t>r  thofe  pr<)|)eities  $s4 
things  which  are  afcribed  to  pepfoos,  art  tiio  afirribcd 
to  the  Holy  ?Spirk^«-'fuch  ^as  w^^  powsr^  mindy  judg^ 
i»ent^  ^dom,  widerfiafuling^  kMimkdgei  l&vi^  j^^  grief, 
vnMti^  &c.  for  inftance— /^/f  ^b^/e  workukibaf  me 
snd  tie  Jslffame  Spirit,  dividing  ta  every  man Jetfer ally 
asieyf\LL.  Mighty  fipis  and  winders  iy  the  powu. 
effb^  HUy  Gbtfi^  And  qU  that  fsarebefb  the  hearf 
hmoetb  tohat  isAeu\Yki>  ifibejfitit.  And  The  Lard 
tf  ho^i  ifl)M  it  for  a  J^  ^  joooment  M  bim  that 

B  4  Jittetb 
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JltUtb  An  judgment  .1  tipm  bim  Jhall  nfi  the  JptriP  of 
wisBOM  und  U'ND«RSTANDiNG,  the  JjpirU ^f  cov^^ 
SEL  tf«e/Mfo^T,  thef^  ^KwowLiDGE  and  cf  the 
fear  sf  the  Lord.     Again,  I^(^  I  btfeecb  yWf  far 
the  Lordjejus'  CbfiJVs  fikey  and  far  the  l6v:e  if  the 
Spirit.     Agiim,  Tou  received  the  wkd  wkjb  jor  of" 
the  Hvfy  Gb'ojl.     6rievb  not  the  Spirir  rf  God,  by 
which  ye  are  Jealed.     But  they  reheUed  Ml  v£xfri 
bis  Holy  Spirit,  till  be  turned  to  be  their' inenty,  and 
fought  againji  them.    I  cannot  fee  how  all  the  above- 
mentioned  things  can  with  propriety  be  afcribcd  to 
any  thing  but  a  perjm.    To  apply  them  tjo  a  ^luSity^ 
an  accident,  a  nam&y  or  a  nmmtky,  muQ:  be  abfurd 
to  the  laft  degree.    And  I  have  ofteA  diought  that» 
if  men  were  allowed  to  take  the  iame  liberties  with 
the  evidences  of  a  purchaie,  a  man's  will  and  tefta* 
ment>  title-deeds^  and  writings  of  eftates,  &c.   that 
fomc  take  with  the  word  of  God,  there  are  lawyers  , 
and  counfellors  wiie  enough  to  difpute  every  land^ 
hokler  in  the  nation  out  of  all  that  he  hath,  and 
tven  out  of  his  own  peribnallty  and  eziftencc  toa 
For  it  ts  but  to  prove  that  there  is  no  fuch  man, 
no  fuch  perfon;   that  it  is  only  a  name;  and  all  the 
relative  or  perfon^  cbaradf  rs  are  to  be  underftood 
In  a  figurative  or  an  allegorical  £en(e ;   and  that  it 
means  no  more  than  a  quality  in  man,  or  a  power 
put  forth  by  mai^  on  certain  occaGons ;   or  that  it 
fignifies  only  the  breath  of  a  man's  mouth,  an  ac- 
ddent,  or  a  tranficnc  cwan^tion,  flawing  out  witji 

'   his 
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his  words  when  he  fpeaks^-^AUow  a  wife  lawyer  or 
counfellor  to  go  this  way  to  work,  and  we  ihould 
foon  fee  the greateft  laodfacridersin  the  tiation  beg-* 
ging  in  the  ftreets. 

N0W9' my  dear  brqtherj  I  mqft  leave  riiis  fubjeft 
for  the^  prefent,  fubmttting  this  my  feribble  to  your 
peni&l.  Andj  fliould  your  thoughts  meet  with 
any  rubs  in  the  way,  as  they  rove  $  (bould  any  thing 
grate  up6n  your  ears ;  Ihould  any  thing  found  harfh; 
ihoukl  any  of  the  things  appear  to  clafli,  or  fecm 
unintelligible ;  or  appear  low,  mean,  uftworthy,  or 
unbecoming  the  glorious  fvhjt^ ;  fignify  the  Iftme, 
and  oflfer  your  thoughts  freely — ^it  will  be  kbdiy 
received  by  him  who  fubfcribes  himfel^  in  undK^ 
fembled  hove, 

Yours  in  Chrilft  Jcfus, 

W4  HUNTINGTON, 


LETTER 
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Dearly  Idoved  in  the  Lori^ 

.HaviNO  now  a  little  tkne  ob  my  h«i¥lsj 
I  vill  realibme  my  (brmer  fubjed.  When.I  bf|;ali 
the  kft.coy  mind  was  dark  and  my  heart  cold« 
Much  wbrk  ^  many  engagements  at  die  daie  of 
Chrifhna.6  had  baniflied  my  former  fweet  oiediu* 
(H>D$  far  from  me;  fo  diat,  when  I  came  to  fit 
down  to  put  them  to  paper,  I  had  them  far  to  fetch^ 
and  all  to  cotledb  afrefh  ;  but  before  I  had  been  long 
at  the  work  thty  came  about  me  Again,  and  I  found 
myfcif  rather  happy  in  the  return  of  my  pleafing 
vificers.  I  kft  off  after  I  had  offered  a  few  thoughts 
on  the  perfonal  charaders  which  the  fcriptures  of 
truth  afcribe  to  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  and  I  ihall  now 
mention  fome  few  works  and  aflions  which  the  fcrip* 
tures  afcribe  to  the  Spirit,  and  which  are  perfonal 
works  and  adtions,  fuch  as  none  but  real  peribns 
can  do. 

None  but  pcrfons  can  bear  record  to  the  truth 

of  any  contraft,  covenant,  or  agreement;    nor  be 

'  admitted  as  a  witnefs  in  fuch  cafes,  or  to  any  deed, 

or  upon  any  trial  wjiatcvcr.     But  there  are  three  that 

hear  RECORD  in  heazrn  j    the  Father^  the  fVordy  and 

ibe 
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ibe  Baly  Ghfft :  and  there  are  tbrei  ihat  har  witness 
4m  eaftbi  the  S fir  it y  the  fFater,  and  the  Mlo$J.  And 
we  an  witnejfes  rf  tbe/e  things y  fays  the  apofilc ;  mi 
&  is  alfo  the  Hofy  Gbofi  \  whom  God  hafb  gii;en  te  them 
ihi^  obey  bim.  Afts  v.  32.  The  Spirit  bears  mt^ 
neft  td  the  truth  of  the  word ;  he  gives  tcftimohy 
to  the  word  of  hi$  grace,  and  to  the  truth  of  their 
totnmiOion  whom  he  fends  to  preach  it.  He  brings 
the  righteouloels  of  Chrtft  to  the  fouli  we  urt 
juftijied  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus^  and  by  the  SjMi 
ef  cur  God^  And  he  bears  witnefs  to  oui-  ju(lifica« 
tion,  and  to  our  adoption*  He  that  belitviftb  haA 
she  wiinefs  in  himjelf.  And  even  in  the  court  of  t 
believer's  confcicnce  his  witness  is  ib  powerftkl  and 
cflFeAual^  that  neither  law»  devil,  nor  (in,  which  ii 
repre&nted  as  crying  to  heaven ;  no>  nor  even  coii^ 
fctence  itielC  is  fuSered  to  fpeak.  And  this  wicnefi 
is  true,  and  is  no  lie ;  and  we  aVe  to  abide  in  him. 
I  know  that  Jacob  iet  up  a  piUar  at  Bethel ;  and  that 
Laban  and  Jacob  gathered  an  heap  of  (tones  toge** 
ther  at  Mount  Gilead,  and  called  them  witneflb: 
but  thefc  were  only  to  hdp  the  treacherous  mtmoiy 
of  peribnSi  who  are  apt  to  forget,  as  Jacob  did| 
when  God  bid  him  arife,  and  go  up  to  Bethel,  where 
he  anointed  the  pillar. 

Power  and  authority ;  qualifying,  equipping,  and 
invefting  men  with  offices,  muft  be  perfonal  works. 
Tou  Jball  receive  power  afier  that  the  Holy  Gb^ft  is 
eome  upon  you*  Tv  one  is  given  the  word  ofmjdom^  to 
tmotberfttitii^i  to  mother  divert  kinds  of  tong^ies,  to  an-^ 

other 
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other  the  interprHi^m  of  tongues ;  and  all  tbe/e^orketh 
that  one  and  the/e}f-jamejpirit.  Take  heed  to  yourfehes^ 
and  to  the  fiock  over  li^bicb  the  Holy  Ghoji  bath  madt 
jiou  cverjeers.  Afts  xx.  28.  And,  as  they  minifiered 
to  the  Lord,  and  fafied,  thd  Holy  Ghojl  Jaid,  Separatt 
me  Bamahas  and  Saul  for  the  work  wbereunto  J  have: 
caUed  tbem%  So  they^  being  fent  forth  by  the  Holy  Gboft^ 
departed.  A<5ts  xiii.  2.  4.  \/ind  they  njoere  forbidden 
of  the  Holy  Ghq/t  t(^  preach  4he  word  in  Afia.  And  they 
affisyed  to  go  into  Bithynia,  but  the  Spirit  fuffered  them 
tfot.  No^r,  uppn  the  whole,  if  fpeakingi  teachingi 
leadings  qualifying  of  men  with  grace,  gifu,  and 
abilities  fqr  the  miniderial  works  fqrnifhing  them 
with  wiidom  and  knowledge,  and  giving  them  di-r 
vers  kiiKls  of  tongue^  -,  appointing  them  to  the  oificq 
of  Qverfeers,.and.  telling  them  what  to  iky,  giving 
readinefs  of  mmd,  aptitude  and  utterance  inipeak-* 
ing  i  telling  them  where  to  go,  and  forbidding  them 
to  go  here  and  there,  where  be  had  no  work  for 
them  to  do,  at  leaft  not  at  that  feafon— if  thefe  arc 
tiot  perfon^l  works  and  actions,  what  are?  There 
vc  fomc,  I  believe,  in  the  world,  who.  deny  the  very 
l>eing  of  a  God — The  fool  h^thfa^d  in  his  hearty  Ther^ 
is  no  God*  Thefe  muft  b?  left  to  be  convinced  by 
the  torments  of  the  damned.  But  1  believe  there 
are  very  few,  who  prqfeli  to  believe  the  Bible,  but 
will  allow  that  there  U  one  divine  perfon  in  the 
Godhead,  which  is  in  general  allowed  to  be  God  tiie 
Father  i  though  many  will  not  allow  the  Saviour  tQ 
be-^  perfon,  although  he  \%  his  only -.begotten  Sor\| 

*   the 
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the  Son  of  the  Father  in  truth  and  love :  iand  ftill' 

left  will  they  allow  divine  perfonality  to  the  Holy' 

Ghoft ;  though  the  fcriptures  afcribe  the  fame  pcr- 

ibnal  charadters^  properties,  works,  and  -aftions,  to 

the  Son,  and  to  tlie  Spirit,  as  they  do  to  God  the 

Father.     Therefore,  if  the  Father  be  a  perfon,  the 

Son  and  Spirit  muft.     The  work  of  creation  is 

afcribed  to  the  Holy  Ghoft,  as  well  as  to  the  Son 

and  to  the  Father  x-^The  Spirit  of  God  moved  upon 

the  face  cf  the  ^waters. — He  operated  upon  the  con- 

fofed  chaos,  and  brought  it  into  beautiful  order.   By 

his  Spirit  be  bath  garnifhed  the  heavens,  bis  band  hath 

farmed  the  crooked ferpent.  Job  xxvi.  18.  By  the  f Ford 

of  the  Lord  were  the  heavens  made,  and  all  the  bo  Us  of 

them  by  the  breath  of  his  mouth.     Pfalm  xxxiii.  6. 

Here  the  creation  of  the  hiavens  are  afcribed  to  the 

eflfential  Word,  and  to  the  holy  Spirit.    'Tbouftndeft 

forth  thy  Spirit ^  they  are  created,  and  thou  renemefi  tbe 

face  of  the  earth.     Psalm  xxxiv.  30.     Here  is  tlife 

work  of  creation  afcribed  to  the  Spirit,  and  it  is  he 

that  renews  the  face  of  the  earth  every  fpring.   The 

creation  of  man  is  afcribed  to  the  holy  Spirit  also. 

^Cbe  Spirit  tfGod  bath  made  me,  and  the  breath  cf  thi 

Almgbty  hath  given  me  life.  Job  xxxiii.  4. 

Nor  was  the  holy  Spirit*  a  fpeftator  when  Chrift 
appeared  for  our  falvation.  It  was  the  Holy  Ghoft 
diat  came  upon  the  Virgin  Mary  at  her  conception, 
and  that  formed  the  human  nature  which  Qirift  af- 
(innedy  and  preferved  it  from  every  ftain  or  fpot  of 
'original  (in^  and  then  reftftd  i9pon  him  witli  til  his 

fulncls 
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ijlnttk  of  gifts  and  grace.  He  applied  the  word* 
which  the  Saviour  fpoke,  and  difplayed  ^his  power 
in  the  miracles  that  he  wrought;  and  thoie  that 
Uafphemed  either  his  words  or  his  pQwer^  bJaf** 
phemed  againft  the  Holy  Gho(l«  It  was  through 
the  eternal  Spirit  that  he  ofiered  himlelf  in  lacrifice 
to  God>  and  it  was  the  fame  Spirit  that  quickened 
our  Lord's  body  in  the  tomU  He  was  put  to  death 
in  the  flejhy  but  quickened  hy  the  Spirits  And  under, 
his  great  power  theapoftles  gave  witoefs  of  the  re« 
furre£bion  of  the  Lord  Jefus;  and  hence  it  is  laid 
that  he  is  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God  with  power^ 
according  to  the  [ceftimony  of]  the  Spirit  of  holinefs, 
iy  the  refurreltion  from  the  dead.  Rom.  i.  4. 

Making  the  faints  meet  for  heaven  lies  much  up* 
on  the  Holy  Ghoft.  It  is  he  that  applies  the  word» 
tod  makes  it  efFcdual :  the  word  comes  in  power, 
Md  in  the  Hoiy  Ghoft;  he  convinces  of  fin;  and  it 
is  the  Spirit  that  quickens  the  dead  fmncr ;  and,  as  a 
Spirit  of  illumination  and  understandings  he  enlightens 
bim,  teflifies  of  Chrift  to  bim>  woxks  faith  in  him  to 
believe,  regenerates  and  renews  him;  takes  the 
Lord's  rightcoufnefs  and  peace,  and  (hews  them  to 
the  finner;  works  the  fife  and  power  of  reigning 
grace  in  him,  and  fets  up  the  kingdom  of  God  in 
the. heart,  v^bich  ftands  in  power,  in  righteoufnefs^ 
aod  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Haly  Ghoft.  The  law 
of  faith  by  the  Saviour,  which  the  ifles  were  to.  wait 
for,'  is  applied  and  made  effe^ual'  by  the  Holy  Ghoff; 
who  is  our  laft  kw«*^ec«    iTba  Uw  of  the  $pirit  ef 

life 
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1^4  m  Chrifi  Jejus  baib  maie  wu  free  from'  the  km  ^ 
^  emd  daatb^  He  bears  wttnels  to  our  adoption, 
ud  €a{M»wers  as  xo  xdaum  it ;  produces  the  firfl^ 
fiuifs  of  ^tj  io  our  hean%  which  are  called  tb^ 
firft-<hiits  of  the  Spirk ;  and  is  the  pledge  and  earneft 
of  chc  iUtiure  inhtritaoce.  He  feals  us  up  to  th« 
day  of  NdempMA;  reiie^  usj  or  reftores  the  loft 
iomgQ  €>f  God  to*  uSj  and  sandiBes  us^  and  cmvt% 
oa  hi&  iaddtifyiqg,  veiiewin^>  and  transforming  work 
ia  U9»  aod  makea  us  meet  for  the  inheritance  with 
th«  iaia^  in  light  :--/i?ii/  the  offering  up  cf  the  Gen^ 
tUes  may  be  accepeed^  ising  JmSti^ed  by  the  Bdy 
Ghoji. 

Sins  agatofl  the  Holf  Spirit,  in  his  work  and 
opcratioDSy  are  uken  nobce  of  in  a  very  parUcular 
manncfy  and  are  higUsjr  relented,  even  in  the  laintSt 
and  punifiwd  with  peculiar  feverity  in  &ic  dacing 
and  prefumptuous.  The  Ifraelites  in  the  wiidcrneis 
vexed  his  Holy  Spirit,  till  be  turned  to  be  their 
enetny^  and  ibught  againft  thetn.  Some  of  the  young 
Gentile  conrens  grieved  him,  and  many  were  (ickiy 
and  weak  among  them,  and  many  flept,  for  cbetr 
UBbecocmug  behariour  at  the  Lord's  table*  The 
Hoiy  Spirit  (fay$  Chrtit)  (ball  glorify  me.  And  tlxc 
Spirit  is  grieved  wfaeo  the  Lord  is  diihonoured; 
Aiuttias  and  Sappbira,  agroetng  tcgether  in  fii}> 
templed  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  aad  Sataa  filled 
their  hearts  to  Ue  tor  tbe  Holy  Ghoft*  thou  haji 
net  Uei  imto  men^  but  unto  Ged,  fays  Peter,  Ads  v. 

Tlierefore  the  Holy  Ghcft  ia  God*    And  they  were 

both 
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both  flruck  dead  upcm  the  fpot  fot  it.  Oreat  and 
innumerable  fins  agatnft  God  in  his  law,  as  in  Mfl-^ 
nafleh  and  others,  have  been  forgiven ;  and  many 
awful  thirigs  done  and  fpoken  againft  the  Son  of 
man  have  been  pardoned^  as  may  be  feen  in  Pauli 
But  thofe  that  do  deipite  to  the  Spirit  of  Grace  i 
who  willingly  and  wilfully  coufitera<5t  his  operations 
And  defigns  in  the  fouls  df  God*s  people  i  and  who 
fee  his  power,  and  yet  oppofe,  hate^  and  Bght  againft 
it  s  and  who  ridicule  and  blafpheme  both  the  author 
and  his  operations  j  never  have  been,  nor  ever  will 
be  forgiven  5 — for  the  fin  agmnft  the  Holy  Gboft  Jhall 
not  he  forgiven  unto  men.  Matt,  xii.  31.  And  can 
any  man  in  his  fenfes  believe,  or  attempt  to  affirm^ 
that  the  all-wife  God,  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth, 
who  is  rich  in  mercy  and  abundant  in  goodnefs  and 
in  truth,  would  exclude  men  from  all  pofCbility  of 
pardon,  and  doom  them  t^  eternal  damnadon,  for 
finning  againfl:  a  name^  an  accident^  or  only  a  quality^ 
uttributei  perfeSion^  or  a  power  in  God,  which  may  be 
tranGeotly  put  forth,  and  difplayed  as  an  operation  on 
man  ?  Surely  finning  againft  God  the  Fatbef  bimfel^ 
which  is  finning  againft  all  the  revealed  perfedlions 
and  attributes  of  his  nature,  muft  be  a  more  heinous 
crime  than  finning  againft  a  fingle  quality  in  him. ' 
And  yet  aU  manner  of  fins  and  blafphemies,  cpmmit« 
ted  againft  hitn  in  the  law,  have  been  forgiven  unto 
men  (Matt.  xii.  31);  but  the  blafpfaemy  againft 
the  Holy  Ghoft  never  was,  nor  ever  will  be.  And 
why  this  fin  unto  death  ftiquld  be  emphatically  called 
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the  great  tranjgreffim^  I  cannot  conceive,  if  the  Holy 
Ghofti  againft  whom  it  is  committedi  be  not  the 
great  and  terrible  God. 

The  difpenlatibn  of  the  gofjyel,  ib  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  It,  13  peculiarly  his:  hence  it  is,  called,/^^  mi^ 
mftratim  of  the  Spirit ^  that  exceeds  the  former  mini- 
ftration  in  glory.  2  Cor.  iii.  8.  He  is  the  operator 
and  worker  of  all  good  froni  God,  tbfOugh  Chrlft, 
in  men  j  and  of  all  the  glbry  and  praife  that  re- 
dounds to  God  by  men ;  and  will  be  ^atly  con-* 
cerned  in  the  firft  refurrcdion,  the  refurrediori  of 
the  juft.  The  dead  Jhall  hear  the  voice  <f  the  Son  of 
Gcdi  and  the  Spirit  will  attend  it,  and  quicken  them 
all,  as  it  is  written. — Buty  if  the  Spirit  of.  him  that 
raifed  up  Jefus  from  the  deady  dvjell  in  you,  be  Jbat 
rmfed  up  Cbrifi  from  the  dead  floall  al/b  quicken,  your 
tnortal  bodies,  hy  his  Spirit  that  dwellethinycu.  Rom* 
viii.  II. 

I  muft  beg  my  dear  brother*s  pardon  for  the 
length  of  this  epiftlc — My  pen  ran  on ;  and,  being 
deeply  engaged  in  the  fubjeft,  I  had  quite  forgotten 
myfelf.  Ponder  thefe  matters  over  attentively,  and 
fend  me  your  thoughts  upon  the  fubjeft.  I .  have 
written  them  as  I  fee  and  believe  them;  and  fo  to  fee 
and  believe,  in  my  judgment,  is  to  walk  in  the  ways 
of  God  fafely. 

Ever  yours, 

W.  HUNTINGTON. 
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LETTER    m. 

TotbeRev.  J.  Jenkins,  Ltwes^  Suffix, 

Dearly  hkved  m  the  Ijord  J^ — FirftHpace^  and 

^tjuth  a  time. 

IF  I  have  not  wearied  my  beloved  brother 
with  my  epiftlcs  on  the  {dealing  fubjcft,  I  will  reaC» 
fume  it  and  proceed.  That  the  Holy  Spirit  is  pro-* 
perly  a  perfon^  I  have  endeavoured  to  prove  from 
Icripture ;  and  chat  he  is  a  divine  perfon  appears  as 
plain^  becaufe  he  perfonally  lubfifts  and  has  life  in 
himfclf.  As  the  Father  bath  life  in  himjelffo  hath  he 
pven  to  the  Son  to  have  U/e  in  himfe^.  John  v.  26. 
And  fo  hath  the  Spirit  life  in  himfelf*  This  appears 
in  his  creatiop-work. — The  Spirit  of  God  hath  made 
$ne,  and  the  breath  of  the  Jbnigbty  hath  given  me  life. 
Job  xxxiii.  4.  He  quickened^  animated^  and  in- 
fpired  Adam^  and  furnilhed  him  with  a  life  of  love. 
What  power  but  a  divine  perfon,  who  has  life  in 
himfelfj  could  form  a  living  foul  in  Adam,  and  give 
him  life,  righteoufncfs,  and  true  holinefs  ?  He  is  the 
author  of  natural  and  fpiritual  \\f^. — //  is  the  Spirit 
that  quickenetb.  John  vi.  23.  And,  as  he  giveth 
fpiritual  life,  (a  he  maintains  it ;  hence  he  is  called  . 
a  well  of  living  water jjpringing  up  into  everlafting  life. 
John  iv.  14.     And  all  the  cleft  of  God,  who  are  by 

nature 
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DMure  dead  ih  trefpaflfes  and  fins>  and  children  of 
wraths  even  as  others — thcfe  doth  the  Holy  Spirit 
qoicken.  /  wiU  put  my  Spirit  in  you^  and  ye  JbaU 
live.  Ezek.  xxxvii.  14.  Hence  our  Saviour  fays^ 
Jfof^  man  tbirft,  let  him  tome  untv  me,  and  drink..  He 
ti?at  beUevetb  on  me,  as  the  fcripture  hath  /aid,  out  of 
ins  belly  jhaU  flow  rivers  of  Hvi}:g  water.  But  this 
fpake  be  of  the  Spirit,  which  they  that  believe  on  him 
finndd  receive :  for  the  Holy  Gbofl  was  not  yet  given, 
becaufe  the^  Jefus  was  not  yet  glorified.  John  vii,  38, 
39.  It  was  the  Spirit  that  quickened  the  Saviour's 
body  in  the  tomb.  He  was  put  to  death  in  theftefb, 
but  quickened  by  the  Spirit,  i  Peter  iii.  18.  Hence 
the  Spirit  is  exprefbly  called  life ;  and  he  will,  at  the 
laft  day,  quicken  all  that  ever  died  in  the  Lord. 
Andt  if  Cbrift  be  in  you,  the  body  is  dead  becaufe  offini 
-but  the  Spirit  is  life  becaufe  of  rigbteoufnefs.  I  have 
fbwed  and  you  have  reaped-,  and  be  that  reapeth  re- 
eeiveth  wages,  and  gatberetb  fruit  unto  eternal  life; 
when  be  -that  fows  and  them  that  reap  JhaU  rejoice  to-* 
getber.  The  Spirit,  as  a  well  of  living  water,  fhall 
ipring  up  into  everlafting  life.  This  is  the  glorious 
harveft  promifed,  as  the  prefent  is  the  feed-time,  m 
which  the  blefled  crop  (that  we  have  already  got  in 
hope)  is  fbwn  5  for  be  that  foweth  to  the  Spirit,  fhdl 
ef  the  Spirit  reap  life  everlafting.  Gal.  vi.  8.  IC 
'  therefore,  the  Spirit  be  not  a  perfon,  and  a  divine 
perfbn  too,  who  has  eternal  life  in  himfclf,  we  never 
could  reap  everlafting  life  from  him- by  yielding  fpi- 
litual  obedience  to  him.     I  fay  fpiritual  obedienccj 
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becaufe  we  arc  faid  to  ferve  in  newnefs  of  Spirit^  and 
not  in  the  oldnejs  of  the  letter^  which  is  only  bodily  ex- 
crcife.     And  we  are  faid,  likcwife,  to  worfhip  God 
in  the  Spirit,  and  to  walk  in  newnefs  of  life.     Fur- 
thermore, the  naiTies  which,  in  the  ftriftefl:  fenfe, 
are  peculiar  to  God,  are  by  the  fcriptures  given  to 
the  Holy  Ghoft.    As  Jehovah;  which  is  an  incom- 
municable name  of  God, — Thm^  whofe  name  alone  is 
Jehovahy  art  the  moji  high  God  over  all  the  earth. 
Pfalm  Ixxxiii.  i8.    He,  whom  the  children  of  Ifrael 
tempted  and  proved,  vexed  and  rebelled  againft,  was 
Jehovah.    And  tfaiah  afcribes-it  to  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
But  they  rebelledy  and  vexed  his  Holy  Spirit  -,  therefore 
he  was  turned  to  be  their  enemy,  and  fought  againft 
them.  Ifaiah  Ixiii.  lo.  The  apoftle  afcribes  the  fame 
.to  him.    .  Wherefore^  as  the  Holy  Ghoft  faith  ^  To-d^y 
■  if  ye  will. hear  his  voice,  harden  not  your  hearts,  as  in 
the  provocation,  in  the  day  of  temptation  in  the  wilder-- 
.  nefs ;  when  your  fathers  tempted  mcy  proved  me,  and 
faw  my  works  forty  years.     Wherefore  1  was  grieved 
.  with  that  generation,  and  faid,  They  always  err  in  their 
heart  \  end  they  have  not  known  my  ways.    So  IJware 
in  tpy  wrath,  they  fhall  not  enter  into  my  reft.  Heb.  vii. 
II.     Ifaiah,  and  the  author  of  the  Epiftle  to  the 
Hebrews,  afcribc  this  tempting  and  rebelling  of  the 
.Ifraelites  to  be  done  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft;  there- 
fore the  Holy  Ghoft  muft  be  Jehovah,  and  fo  It  is 
written,  And  he  called  the  name  of  the  plcue  Maffah^ 
and  Meribah,  becaufe  of  the  chiding  of  the  children  of 
.  Ifraely  and]  becaufe  they  tempted  jfehovah,  faying.  Is 
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Jebovab  among  us  or  not  ?  Exod,  xvii.  7.  It  is  there- 
fore  jdain  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  Jehovah,  vrhich 
incommunicable  name  is  peculiar  to  the  mod  high 
G6d. 

The  Holy  Ghoft  is  called  God,  not  in  a  figura- 
tive, but  in  a  proper  fenfe.  Know  ye  not  that  ye 
are  the  temple  of  Gody  and  the  Spirit  of  God  dwelleth 
in  you?  i  Cor.  iii.  16.  What  is  not  effentially  God 
cannot  be  the  Spirit  of  God ;  therefore  the  Holy 
Ghoft  is  Gdd.  The  Spirit  of  Jehovah  is  Jehovah 
the  Spirits  the  Spirit  of  God  is  God  the  Spirit. 
And  this  rule  may  be  feen  in  the  Epiftle  to  the  Co- 
rinthians. Never thekfsy  when  it  fhall  turn  to  the  Lord, 
the  veil  fhall  he  taken  away.  Now  the  Lord  is  that 
Spirit  I  and  where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  there  is 
liberty.  %  Cor.  iii.  16,  17,  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is 
the  Lord  the  Spirit.  Hence  we  may -fafely  conclude 
that  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  Jehovah,  God,  and  Lord. 

And,  to  fliew  the  divine  equality  of  the  adorable 
pcrfons  in  the  Godhead,  each  perfon  at  times  is 
named  or  placed  firft.  Sometimes  Chrlft  is  named 
firft.  The  grace  of  the  Lord  Jejus  Chrifly  aiid  the  love 
of  Gody  and  the  communion  of  the  llciy  Ghofly  be  with 
you  all.  Jmen.  1  Cor.  xiii.  14.  Sometimes  the  Holy 
Spirit  ftands  firft. — That  their  hearts  might  be  cvm- 
fortedy  being  knit  together  in  lovcy  and  unto  all  riches  of 
the  full  ajfurance  of  under fianding ;  to  the  acknowledge^ 
ment  of  the  my  fiery  of  Gody  and  of  the  Father y  and  of 
Cbrifi.  Col.  ii.  2.  Sometimes  God  the  Father 
ftands  firft. — For  there  are  three  that  bear  record  in 
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heaven  i  the  Father,  the  fVord^  and  the  Holy  Ghefi: 
and  tbeje  three  are  one.  i  John  v.  7.  Now^  as  this 
l«ft  order  is  not  always  attended  to>  it  (hews  that 
one  is  not  before  or  after  another  i  and  that  one  is 
not  greater  or  lels  than  the  other.  Again — Now 
there  are  (Uverft ties  cf  gifts ^  but  the  fame  Spirit  i  and^ 
there  are  differences  of  adminijirations,  but  the  fame 
Lord  I  and.  there  are  diverfttics  of  operations,  hut  it  is 
the  fame  God,  which  worketh  all  in  all.  1  Cor.  xii.  4, 
5,  6.  Here  the  Holy  Ghoft  takes  the  name  of  Su^ 
tit.  Lord,  and  God,  to  himielf «  and  therefore  he  mud 
be  the  Spirit,  Lord,  and  God.  Sometimes  the  Holy 
Gholl  is  prayed  to  as  God.  But  the  Lord  is  faithful, 
who  JhaU  ejiablifif  you,  and  keep  you  from  evil.  And 
we  have  confidence  in  the  Lord  touching  you,  that  ye 
both  do  and  will  do  the  things  which  we  command  you* 
And  the  Lord  direSt  your  hearts  into  the  love  of  God^ 
and  into  the  patient  waiting  for  Cbri/i.  2  Thcff.  iii.  3\ 
4,  5.  The  Lordj  who  is  faithful,  an4  who  ftablifhes 
the  churches,  and  keeps  them  from  evil,  and  in 
whom  Paul  places  his  confidence,  is  the  Holy  Ghoftj 
and  he  is  prayed  to,  that  he  may  diredt  the  faints' 
hearts  into  the  love  of  God,  and  into  the  patient 
waiting  for  Chrift.  The  Holy  Spirit  is  prayc4 
to  as  a  divine  p^rfon,  to  diredt  fouls  into  the  love  of 
God,  who  is  another  perfon  j  and  into  the  patient 
V^aiting  for  Chrift,  which  is  another,  and  a  diftindt 
perfon  from  the  former  two. 

That  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  truly  and  effentially  God 
appe^s  from  the  fcriptures^  which  afcribe  divine  at- 
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tributes  and  per£e6^ions  to  him ;  fuch  96  eternity. — 
Jtreugb  the  eternal  Spirit  be  offered  himfelf  to  Q^^ 
Hclx  ix,  i4,  Omu/cience  alfo^^Tbe  Spirit  fearcbetb 
aU  things^  yea,  tbe  deep  things  of  God:  for  what  man 
bwwitb  tbe  things  of  a  num^  fave  tbe  Jpirit  of  man 
wbifb  is  in  bim  ?  even  Jb  tbe  tbings  of  God  knowetb  ng 
man,  but  tbe  Spirit  of  God,  i  Cor.  ii.  lo^  ii.  Om-- 
inf^tenee  is  afcribed  to  Mm.^^Tbe  Holy  Oboji  fbail 
tome  upin  thee,  and  the  power  of  tbe  Higbfjijhall  over^ 
Jbadow  tbee.  Luke  i.  35.  He  is  called  tbe  Spirit  of 
fotmfel  and  migbt,  Ifaiah  xv.  2.  And  the  Spirit  of 
pw>er  and  of  a  found  mind,  a  Tim.  i.  y.  How  can 
he  be  called  the  Spirit  of  power^  the  Spirit  of  might, 
and  the  power  of  the  Higheft,  if  he  be  not  the  Al- 
mi^ty  God  ?  Nothing  can'  be  the  power  of  the 
Higheft  but  Omnipotence  itfelf $  and  whatever  is 
omnipotent  is  God. 

Omniprefence. — Wbitberfhall  I  go  from  thy  Spirit  ? 
Or  whither  fiall  I  flee  from  thy  prefence?  If  I  afcend 
up  into  heaven^  thou  art  there :  if  I  make  my  bed  in 
bell,  behold,  thou  art  there.  If  I  take  tbe  wings  of  tbe 
morning,  and  dwell  in  the  uttermoji  parts  of  tbe  fea ; 
(ven  there  Jball  thy  band  lead  me,  and  thy  right  band 
Jball  bold  me.  Pfalm  cxxxix.  7 — lo.  Here  is  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  his  prefence,  and  his  hand,  in  all 
places ;  therefore  he  muft  be  omniprefcnt,  and  im- 
mcnfity  itfelf,  feeing  there  is  no  going  from  him, 
cither  in  heaven  or  in  earth,  in  the  fea,  or  in  Hell. 

Holinefs  alfo, — He  is  declared  to  be  tbe  Son  of  God 
with  power,  according  to  the  Spirit  of  Holinefs,  by  tbe 
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reJurreEtion  from  the  dead.  Rom.  i.  4.     If  he  be  the 
Spirit  of  Molinefs,  he  muft  have  holinefs  in  himfelf, 
as  he  has^  and  he  is  the  author  of  holinefs  in  atl  the 
faints,  for  they  are  fanSified  by  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
who  dwells  in  them.     Know  ye  not  that  your  hodier 
Ore  the  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghoji  ?  Te  are  the  tempk 
of  the  living  God;  as  God  hath  faid^  I  will  dwell  in 
them,  and  walk  in  them  \  and  I  will  be  their  Ged^  and 
they  Jhall  he  my  people.  2  Cor.  vi#  i6.     He  is  called 
the  Spirit  of  truths  and  truth  itfelf  who  leads  the . 
faints  into  all  truth.     The  Spirit  of  wifdom  alio  j — 
and>  if  he  be  the  Spirit  of  truth,  and  truth  itfelf> 
then  he  muft  be  divine  verity  and  divine  wifdom,  or 
he  cannot  be  the  Spirit  of  truth  and  wifdom.     All 
thcfc  things,  properly  conGdered,  are  fufficicnt  to 
prove  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  a  perfony  ^  divine  per-* 
fonj  and  therefore  truly  and  properly  God. 
.  I  muft  conclude,  wifhing  my  dear  brother  much 
of  the  prefence  of  God   in  this  new  year.     And 
when  it  is  well  with  thee  remember 
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LETTER    IV. 

?1?  the  Rev.  J.  Jenkins,  Lewes^  Sufix. 

Beloved, 

Since  I  fent  ofF  the  laft,  my  head  and 
my  heart  have  been  conceiving  and  bringing  forth 
again,  infomuch  that  I  think  I  have  more-  oil  in 
my  crufe  now  than  when  I  began.  My  btfrn  is  ex* 
aked  like  the  boms  of  an  unicorn^  and  I  am  anointed 
with  frejh  oiL  Therefore  I  will  proceed  to  (hew 
that  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  a  diftinft  perfon.  He  is  laid 
to  proceed  from  the  Father. — When  the  comforter  is 
eome,  whom  I  tvill fend  unto  you  from  tkj  Father,  even 
the  Spirit  of  truths  'ivbich  proceedeth  from  tbe  Fatber, 
be  fhall  tejiify  if  me.  John  xv.  a6.  If  he  proceed 
from  the  Father,  he  muft  be  diftinft  from  him  from 
whom  he  proceeds.  Again — //  is  expedient  for  you 
tbat  I  go  away ;  for^  if  I  g^  ^^^  away,  tbe  Comforter 
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ml/ not  come  unto  you -^  hut^  if  I  depart,  I  >  will  fend 
bim.  Here  the  Spirit  proceeds  from  the  Son  alfo, 
as  well  as  from  the  Father.  And,  as  he  is  diftinft 
from  the  Father,  fo  he  is  alfo  from  the  Son — I  will 
Jend  bim.  The  Spiiir,  which  is  fentj  is  a  diftinft 
perfon  from  him  that  fends  him.  He  is  likewife 
called  anotber.-^I  zvill  pray  tbe  Father,  and  be  Jhall 

give 
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give  you  another  comforter.  God  is  called  the  Father 
of  mercies,  and  the  God  of  all  comfort :  the  Sa- 
viour is  called  the  Confolation  of  Ifrael,  which  good 
old  Simeon  waited  to  lee;  ^nd  Chrift,  being  about 
to  leave  his  flock,  promifes  to  fend  them  another  com- 
forter, that  (hould  abide  with  them  for  ever ;  and,  if 
he  be  another  comforter,  he  muft  be  diftinA  both 
from  the  Father  and  the  Son,  or  elfe  he  cannot  be 
another,  but  muft  be  the  fame. 

1  believe  that  God  the  Father  never  did  any 
works  from  which  the  Son  or  the  Spirit  were  ex-> 
eluded.  Verily^  verily^  I  fay  unto  you,  the  Son  can 
do  nofbing  of  biinfelf  bui  what  be  feeth  the  Father  do  .• 
for  what  things  foever  be  doeth,  tbefe  alf0  doth  the 
Smlikewife.  John  v.  19.  Nor  did  he  ever  work 
any  work  from  which  the  Spirit  was  excluded* 
Their  diftindt  perfonality  appears  in  all  their  divine 
operations ;  and  in  every  work  they  feem  to  be 
jointly  concerned.  In  the  fecret  councils  of  oldj 
and  in  the  decree  of  eleftion,  and  in  the  covenant  of 
grace  which  was  made,  from  everlafting,  they  were 
jointly  concerned :  there  was  the  Father  choofi/igj, 
the  Son  in  whom  the  choice  was  made  undertaking 
to  fave,  and  the  Spirit  to  fanftify  and  make  obedi- 
ent the  objefts  chofcn.  Elell  according  to  the  f&re^ 
knowledge  of  God  the  Father^  through  fanSffication  of 
the  Spirit  unto  obedience,  apd  Jprinkling  of  the  blood 
ofjefus  Chrift.  1  Pet.  1.  a.  This  will  appear  more 
plain  in  the  following  paflfage,  where  you  have  an 
accpunt  of  the  covenant,  and  pf  the  perfon^  in  the 
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Holy  Trinity  altogether.  As  fir  me^  Ais  is  n^  0^ 
ifCHMt  wkb  tbmifoith  the  Lord^  My  SfirU  that  is 
ftfm  ibesy  wid  my  tvord$  wbifk  I  baoe  put  in  tfy 
mutb^  Jball  not  d^art  ouf  of  tby,  nmitb^  nor  out  of 
ibt  moutb  if  tby  fnd^  nor  out  of  tbe  PMUtb  of  tby 
Jetd^s  Ji^di  fsdtb  the  Lord,  from  kencrfortb  and  for 
eper.  I&.  lix,.  21*  Here,i$  the  Father  aad  the  Soa 
freeing  about  a  covenant.;  /  hwe  made,  a  covpumt 
ftntb  my  cbofisHt  The  Sob  is  undertaking  to. become 
man:  it  is  ^o  be  a  covenant  by  facrifice.  He  under- 
takes in  our  behalf,  and  for  us :  the  promife  of  eternal 
life  and  the  Holy  Spirit  ace  to  come  upon  him; 
this  the  Holy  Ghoft  undertakes  to  do;  andthefe 
are  to  abide  upon  himii  the  head  of  influence^  till 
falvation  is  finiihed.  And,  when  Chiift  was  glori- 
ficdj  then  the  Word  and  Sfnrit  were  to  be  fent  forth 
by  the  Covenant  Head  to  the  chofen  feed.  The 
Spirit  is  to  apply  (he  benefits  of  the  crofsj  and  pro- 
claim liberty  to  the  elcft — By  tbe  blood  of  tby  cofoenant 
I  bave  fent  tby  prif oners  out  of  tbe  pit  wberepi  is  not 
water.  They  are  called  Chrift's  prifoners,  becaufe 
they  are  given  unto  him  to  redeem»  fan£tify»  and 
lave. 

In  the  work  of  creation  the  diftinft  perfonality 
and  operations  of  the  Holy  Trinity  plainly  appear^ 
There  is  God  the  Father  creating  ^  things  by  Jefu$ 
Chrifty  £ph.  iii*  9;  and.  there  is  the  Holy  Spirit 
moving  upon  the  face  of  the  waters  (Gen*  i«  2)^ 
bringing  the  confufed  chaos  into  its  prefeiit  beauti** 
6  ful 
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fill  form  and  order.  By  the  word  of  the  Lord  were 
the  heavens  made,  and  all  the  hoji  of  them  hy  the  hreatb 
of  his  mouth.  Pfalm  xxxiii.  6.  Here  is  the  Lord,  and 
the  eflential  Word  which  was  with  God  and  was 
God,  creating  the  worlds  and  the  breath  of  his 
mouth,  which  is  the  Holy  Ghoft,  equally,  concern- 
ed in  the  work  \  for  hy  his  Spirit  be  bath  garnijhed 
the  heavens.  Job  xxvi.  13. 

Nor  need  it  be  thought  ftrange  that  the  Holy 
Ghoft  is  compared  to  breath  and  to  the  wind ;  feeing, 
as  a  learned  man  obferves^  that  "  generation  ex- 
prefies  the  Son's  diftinft  mode  of  fiibfifting  in  the 
divine  Eflcncc,  fo  fpiration  may  alfo  exprefs  the 
Spirits  diftinft  mode  of  fubfifting  therein;  and, 
perhaps,  is  the  true  reafon  of  his  bearing  this 
name.*'  And,  as  he  is  called  the  Breath  of  the  Al- 
mighty,  and  as  Chrift  breathed  on  the  apoftles  and 
faid  unto  them,  Reteiveye  the  Holy  Ghoft  i  the  pro- 
cefljoh  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  beautifully  fct  forth 
thereby. 

There  was  a  council  held  among  the  divine  per- 
fons  about  the  creation  of  man. — Let  us^  fays  the 
Father  to  the  Son,  make  man  in  our  imager  after  our 
likenejs\  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  was  breathed  into  him, 
who  formed  his  foul  and  quickened  him.  So  God 
created  man  in  bis  own  image^  in  the  image  of  God 
created  be  him.  In  thofe  words.  Let  us  make  man  in 
our  image,  after  our  likenefs,  z  plurality  of  pcrfons 
appear  i  but  in  the  laft  text^  So  God  made  man  in  bis 
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mvH  imager  the  unity  of  the  Divine  Eilence  is  pre-» 
ftrved  i  the  firft  account  being  in  the  plural  number, 
and  the  laft  in  the  lingular. 

In  the  government  of  the  world  the  Trinity  ap- 
pears to  be  equally  concerned.  This  may  be  fcen 
in  the  king  of  Babylon's  vifions :  .  I  /aw  in  the  vi* 
Jions  ofniy  beady  upon  my  bed;  and,  behold ^  a  watcb^ 
and  an  holy  one  came  down  from  heaven,  Dan.  iv.  13. 
This  is  in  the  Angular  number,  ^his  matter  (fays 
Daniel)  is  by  the  decree  of  the  watchers^  and  the  d§^ 
mandby  the  word  of  the  Holy  Ones  j  to  the  intent  that 
the  living  may  know  that  the  Mofi  High  ruleth  in  the 
kingdom  of  men^  and  giveth  it  to  whomfoever  he  wiU. 
Dan.  iv.  17.  I  know  that  many  are  of  opinion 
that  thcfe  watchers  are  angels ;  but  that,  cannot  ber; 
for  the  decree  is  called  the  decree  of  the  watehers, 
and  the  demand  by  the  words  of  the'  Holy  One&j 
.  but  angels  are  not  of  God's  council,  nor  have  they 
any  hand  in  making  God's  decrees,  fVho  hath  din 
reSled  the  S fir  it  of  the  Lord  \  or,  being  his  counfellor^ 
bath  taught  him  ?  fFitb  whom  took  he  counfel^  an^ 
who  inJiruSied  him  ?  Ifa-.  xl.  13,  14.  What  is  called 
the  decree  of  the.  Watchers  and  of  the  Holy  Ones, 
is  explained  by  the  prophet.  '  'Ibis  is  the  decree  of  the 
MoJlHigby  which  is  come  upon  my  lord  the  king.  Dan.  iv. 
24. '  Befidcs, 'though  the  angels  are  holy  creatures, 
yet  three  of  them  cannot  be  emphatically  called  the 
Holy  Onesy  for  there  are  twenty  thoufand  of  holy  an- 
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gek,  and  there  are  holy  fouls  in  heaven  and  holy 
faints  on  earth.     But  God  in  three  perfons  is  the 
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ibuntain  of  holinefs.  Nor  need  we  wonder  at  the 
Trinity  being  called  Watchers,  feeing  God  the  Fa- 
ther, Son,  and  Spirit,  watch  over  all  the  faints* 
He  that  keepeth  thee  will  not  flumber. — Beboldy  be 
then  hef^tb  Ift'aeljhall  neither  Jlumher  norfleep.  PfaL 
cxxi.  3.  And,  unlefs  the  Lord  keep  the  city  of 
Zion,  all  other  watchmen  wake  but  in  vain.  Thus 
do  the  Holy  Trinity  work  jointly  together,  and 
their  diftinft  perfonality  is  fcen  in  all  their  glorious 
t\rorks  i  and'fo  it  will  further  appear  in  every  branch 
of  the  work  of  falvation. 

As  in  the  miffion  and  commiflion  of  Chrill — 
Prtm  the  time  that  it  wasy  there  am  I:  and  now  the 
Lord  God  and  bis  Spirit  bath  Jent  me.  Ifa.  xlviit. 
16.  Here  is  Chrift  who  is  the  me  that  is  fent,  and 
the  Lord  God  and  his  Spirit  which  fent  him.  If  a 
trinity  of  names  is  meant,  and  not  perfons,  as  a  wife 
mah  obferves,  it  Ihould  have  been  worded  thus : 
^  And  now  I  myfclf,  and  myfelf,  have  fent  myfelf." 
This  prophecy  had  its  accomplifhment  jufl  before 
Chrift  entered  on  his  miniftry,  at  his  bapcifm. 
Chrift  was  upon  the  earth,  the  Holy  Ghoft  defcend- 
ing  in  a  bodily  fliape  like  a  dove  upon  him,  and  a 
voice  came  from  heaven,  faying,  ^ou  art  wy  be^ 
loved  Son,  in  thee  I  am  weU  pleafed.  Thefe  are  the 
Lord  God  and  his  Spirit  fending  Chrift  forth,  and 
bearing  their  teftimony  both  to  his  fonlhip  and  to 
his  appointment. 

Salvation  alfo  is  afcribed  to  all  the  three  perfons, 
who  are  equally  concerned  in  it.     The  Father 
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Ipcaks  thus:  But  I  wtll  have  mercy  on  the  hcufe of 
Judab^  and  willfave  them  by  the  Lord  their  God;  and 
tvillnotjave  them  by  boiv^  nor  b^ /wordy  nor  by  bat-: 
tie,  nor  by  borfes,  nor  by  horjemen.  Hofca  i.  7,  Thus 
the  Father  bears  tcftimohy  to  his  only-begotten  Son, 
and  tells  us  that  he  is  the  Lord  God  by  whom  he 
faves  us ;  and  we  believe  hinii,  not  doubting  but 
God  is  a  faithful  and  true  witne(s^  and  tnuft  be  a 
better  judge  of  his  own  Son,  and  what  he  is,  than 
all  the  Afians  and  Socinians  in  the  world.  God  the 
Fadier  favcs  us  by  the  Lord  o\ir  God,  who  is  the 
Son ;  hence  he  is  called  Jejus,  becau/e  he  Jbulljave 
his  people  from  their  Jlns.  Matt.  i.  ai.  Nof  is  the 
Holy  Ghoft  excluded  from  the  work  of  falvation ; 
for  the  Father,  who  tells  us  that  he  will  have  mercy 
upon  the  houfe  of  Judah,  tells  us  alfo  how  this  mercy 
ftiall  come  to  us,  ^vcn  by  the  Holy  Spirit— 54f/ 
according  to  his  mercy  he  fan)ed  usy  by  the  wajhing  of 
regeneration  and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  Tit.  iii.  5. 
Thus  arc  all  the  three  divine  perfons  engaged  in  our 
falvation.  Hence  we  read  of  wellsy  more  wells  than 
one,  in  which  falvation  is  to  be  had — ^Therefore  with 
joy  Jball  ye  draw  water  out  of  the  wells  of  falvation. 
Ifa«  xii.  3. 

Again,  an  empty  name  cannot  write  nor  bear 
.  record.  How  does  a  fictitious  name  appear  in  a 
court  of  law,  when  there  is  no  perfon  10  be  found 
that  bears  that  name,  or  is  called  by  it  ?  Bat  there 
are  three  that  bear  record  in  heaven ;  the  Father ^  the 
ff'ord,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  5   *arJ  thcfe  three  are  one. 
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I  ^ohn  V.  7,  8.  And  this  is  not  a  trinity  of  name^ 
accommodated  to  the  making  of  a  covenant^  as  fome 
fuppole  i  for  a  name  cannot  be  a  father  nor  a  ion* 
So,  likewife,  if  there  be  but  one  perfon  in  the  Tri- 
nity, there  cannot  be  either  a  Son  or  a  Father ;  he 
that  denies  either,  denies  both.— /i?  if  atuicbriji  that 
denietb  the  Father  and  the  Son :  whojofoer  denietb  the 
Son^  the  fame  bath  not  the  Father,  i  John  ii.  22,  23. 
None,  therefore,  but  perfons  can  bear  record  :  but 
the  perfons  in  the  Holy  Trinity  do  bear  records 
and  the  record  that  they  bear  is  •  to  the  fonfliip  of 
Chriftj  and  their  diftindt  record  ftands  in  the.hioly 
fcriptures.  The  Father's  record,  twice  written,,  is 
this — ^bou  art  my  beloved  Son,  in  thee  I  am  weU 
f  leafed.  Luke  iii.  22.  Again,  This  is  my  iekved 
Son,  in  wbcm  I  am  well  f  leafed,  hear  ye  him.  Matt. 
3;vii.  5.  The  Lord's  tcftimony  of  himfelf  ftands 
upon  record  thus — Say  ye  of  him,  whom  the  Father 
bath  fanSified  andfent  into  the  world.  Thou  blafphemefti 
lecaufe  I  faid,  I  am  the  Son  of  God.  If  I  do  not  the 
works  of  my  Father,  believe  me  not.  John  x.  36,  37. 
For  this  blafphemy,  as  the  wicked  Jews  called  it> 
was  Chrift  condemned  j  and  this  he  never  denied^ 
but  fealed  it  with  his  blood.  The  record  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft  is  to  the  fame  truth.— Ptf«/,  a  fervant, 
Jeparated  unto  the  gofpel  of  God,  which  he  fromifed 
e^ore  by  bis  prophets  in  the  holy  fcriptures,  concerning 
his  Son  Jefus  Chrifi  our  Lord,  which  was  made  of  the 
feed  of  David  according  to  theflefh ;  and  declared  to  be 
the  Son  of  God  with  p^er,  according  to  the  Spirit  of 
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hoUnefs^  hftbe  refurre3im  frm .  ibe  dead.    Rom.  j,. 

*     •  •  • 

1 — ^4.     This  is  the  witncls  which  is  recorded  by  {he 
Spirit  that  Chrid  is  the  Son  of  God ;  not  in  name« 
for  there  Is  no  power  in  an  empty  name^  but  he  Is 
the  Son  of  God  with  power^  the  Omnipotent,  the 
Firfi  and  the  Lafti  the  Almighty.    Rev.  xi.  ,8.     And 
this  is  declared^  or  manifcfted,  by  his  own  refurrcc- 
tion  from  the  dead— rZ)$/?r(?y  this  terpple^  and  in  three 
days  I  will  raife  it  up :    this  is  the  teflimony  borne. 
and  recorded  hy  the  Spirit  of  Holinefs.  .  Now,  that 
the  threefold  rccorci,  borne  by  the  feather.  Sort,  and 
Spirit,  is  to .  th^  fonfliip  of  Chrift,  appears  plain 
frOm  the  apoftlc  John^s  conclullon — There  are  three 
that  hear  record  in  heaven,  and  three  that  hear  witnefs 
en  earth.     If  we  receive  the  njoitnefs  of  men^  the  wit^ 
nefs  if  God  is  greatir :  for  this  is  the  witnefs  of  God 
which  be  hath  trifled  of  his  Son.     He  that  believeth 
on  tbi  Son  of  God  hath  the  witnefs  in  himjelf\  he  that 
bditveth  not  God  hath  made  himfetf  a  liar,  becaufe  he 
^eUeveth  not  the  tecofd  that  God  gave  of  bis  Son. 
1  John  V.  7 — la     Thus  God's  witnefs,    that,;Jie 
hath  tcftiBed  and  which  ftands  upon  record,  is  called 
the  Ceftification  and  record  that  God  gave  of  his 
Son.     The  natural  inferences  are  thdfe:    i.  Tha£ 
none  but  thofe  who  believe  in  the  only-begotten 
Soil  of  Cjod  have  the  witnefs  of  the  Spirit  in  them- 
iclves.     2«  That  all  thofe  who  tell  us  that  Chrift  is 
only  a  name,  or  a  mere  creature,  are  infidels  i  they 
believe '  not  the  record  that  God  gave  of  his  Son^ 
And,  3.  The  infamy  charged  upon  fuch  is,  that  thc^ 
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tnafteGod  ti  liar,  ^rfiah  whicih  nothing  can  be  wor/e  -, 
and  Ttich  liars  are '  all  bur  Arians  and  Socinhn^ 
and  therefore  their  witneft  is  nothing  worth. 

Thus  the  holy  Three  bear  record^  whidi  a  trinitT^ 
of  nanits  cannot  do;  for,  as  T  before  obfervcd,  if  a 
ftftious  name  appear  iii  a  court  of  law  they  can  do 
nothing  with  It,  being  but  an  empty  name:  aftd  k 
muft  be  fome  perfon  or  other  that  muft  have  writ- 
t'eh  chat ;  but  the  Holy  Trinity  want  none  to  write 
for  them  (unlefs  jt  be  in  condejcenfion  to  our  wcak- 
nefs),  for  they  can  all  write  for  themlclvea-     Thus 
faith  God  th^  Father :  But  ibis  Jhall  be  the  covenant 
that  I  will  make  wilb  the  boufe  of  Ijrael  afler  'thofe  days, 
faitb  the  Lord:  I  will  put  my  law  m   their  inward 
fartSy  and  write  it  in  their  hearts^  and  will  be  their 
Godi  and  they  Jhall  be  my  people.^  Jer.  xxxi.  33.    Andf 
God  the  Son  promifcs  to  write  the  following .  in- 
fcription  upon  all  conquerors :  liipi  that  overccmeth 
will  I  make  a  pillar  in  the  temple  of  my  God^  and  he 
Jhall  go  no  more  out :    and  I  will  write  upon  him  the 
name  of  my  God,  and  the  name  of  the  aty  of  my  Gody 
which  is  New  Jerufalemy  which  cometb  down  out  of 
heaven  from  my  God :    and  I  will  write  upon  him  my 
new  namfi.    Rev.  iii.   1 2.     And  the  Holy  Qhoft's' 
hand- writing  is  recorded  thus ;  Forasmuch  as  ye  are 
manifejlly  declared  to  be  the  epijile  of  Chrijij  miniftered 
by  uSy  written  not  with  ink,  but  witb  the  Spirit  of  the 
Ifuing  Godi    not  in  tables  of  Jione,  but  in  the  flefhly 
tables  of  the  heart.  2  Cor.  iii.  3.     The  law  that  God 
puts'  into  the  hidden  part^  is  fbedding  abroad  hU 

everlafting 


(    35    ) 

#v^tt(l£ng  lov€  in  oUr  liearts  (tove  being  the  ful* 
iilliBg  of  the  law)  by  the  Holy  Ohtoft  given  unto  us. 
Writing  )iis  law  in  the  mind)  is  perfuading  tis  by 
his  Spirit,  )aml  working  Sn  us  the  Istw  of  fiiitb : '  sie 
Lord  pall  perfiauk  Japbsib^  mi  hefodl  df^ell  m  the 
ieH$s  of  Sbm.  Wlmt  Habakkuk  was  ordered  to 
wrioe  fidain^i^on  tables,  4hat  he  who  runs  might  read» 
God  writer  Dn  tfie  Selbly  tables  iof  our  hearts,  \tj 
jufltilyii^  us  and  gi?mg  us  £iith  and  Kfe;  and  in  this 
ihe  vifioti  fpeaks  in  our  confcience^^T^^  juft  man 
JbaS  iive  iy  ins  foiib* 

Chrift  vi^es  ^]*pon  bs  the  name  of  hi^  6od  i  that 
is»  he  gives  us  an  experience  of  that  glorious  cove* 
nant-oame  vM^h  God  proclaimed  before  Mofes — 
^Ihe  Lard^  ibe  Lord  God,  ^acious  and  merdfulj  flow 
to  anger f  ahmdant  in  goodnifs  and  trutb  \  pardoning 
iniquity,  tran/greffion,  and  Jin.  Pardon  comes  by  the 
blood  of  Chrift  J  grace,  goodncfs,  and  mercy,  all 
come  together  when  God  reveals  his  dear  Son  in  us. 
To  write  upon  \is  the  name  of  the  city  of  God,  is 
to  give  us  the  happy  enjoyment  of  peace,  which  is 
the  fruit  and  effeft  of  imputed  righteoufnefi ;    and 

r 

to  blefi  us  with  the  pfefence  of  God.  The  city  is 
to  be  called  Jehovah  Shammah,  the  Lord  is  there  j 
or  the  city  of  God*s  prcfcncc ;  God  promifing  to 
dwdl  in  Zion  for  ever,  it  being  his  refting  place, 
and  he  haying  defircd  it.  The  Lord's  newDamc 
ieems  to  be  that  worn  upon  his  veftu^e  and  on  his 
thigh,  and  is.  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  hrds ; 
which  name  he  wiU  achieve  by  the  deftruftion  of 
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Aritichfift>  and  taking  tohmklf  bis  ;grea;t  {}ow«r 
and  iR^igningi  wben  die  .liiog^oms  of  (htis  ^qM  ^i\l 
becofDe  hisi  and  he  dien  will  make  Jiis- children 
princes  in  all  die  earth.  This  greaceft  of  all  king- 
doms, bigger  than  the  Babylonian,  Grecian,  or 
Roman,  will  be  given  to  the  faints  of  the  Mod: 
High,  who  fhall  cake  ic  and  poflfpfs  it' for  ever  and 
ever  I  then  the  fairit^  will  be  kings^  and  ride  over 
their  oppreflbrs.  Making  them  piUars^  is  p^liib- 
ing  them  by  grace,  making  them  uprighft  wi  or- 
namental in  their  profeflion;  and  where  thefe  things 
arc  fpUnd  written  by  the  Holy  Spirit  on  the  fleihly 
tables  of  the  heart,  the .  fum  and  .fubftance  of  the 
New  Teftament,  whether  in  the  gofpels  or  in  the 
•epiftles  of  the  apoftlesj^  are  experienced  in  tb^  fouls 
of  God's  cleft,  which  makes  them 'the  piUar^and 
ground  of  the  truth,  known  and  read  of  all  men, 
being  made  manifefl:  in  the  confciences  both  of  faints 
and  fipners,  hypocrites  and  heretics;  and  fuch  living 
epiftles  have  a  feal  upon  them^  as  all  epiftles  fhould 
.have,  having  the  broad  feal  of  heaven  on  their  fouls, 
by  which  they  become  God's  fecrct  treafure,  being 
fcaled  up  to  the  day  of  redemption,  which  is  re- 
demption from  the  grave.  Thefe  things  are  re- 
corded by  the  Holy  Trinity,  and  the(e  things  are 
written  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  all  believers  > 
and  thefe  infcriptions  are  as  puzzling  to  the  wife  and 
prudent  among  us,  as  the  -hand-wriring  upon  the 
walls  of  Bellhazzar's  palace  was  to  the  wife  men  of 
Babylon.    But  melTcngcrs  who  bear  fuch  fiding^, 
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and  interpreters  to  explain  thenij  are  fcarce If 

tiere  be  a  mejfenger  with  bim,  an  interpreter^  one 
among  a  tboufand^  to  Jhew  unto  man  his  uprightnefs^ 
then  he  is  gracious  unto  bim.  Job  xxxiii.  23.  And  I 
think  that,  if  every  congregated  thoufand  in  a 
profeffion  in  this  nation  had  a  real  nieflenger  to  bring 
forth  fuch  good  tidings,  and  endowed  with  divine 
flcill  to  interpret  them  to  finners  in  whofe  hearts  they 
are  written,  old  En^nd  woold  be  one  of  the  hap* 
pieft  countries  in  all  the  world: 

Dearly  beloved,  pardon  me  for  the  amazing 
length  of  this  eptftlej  it  was  wriftenr  fomc  hite  ac 
night,  and  the  reft  early  in  the  mor'ning.  When  the 
waters  are  moved,  and  I* can  flep  in,;  I  amXlUto 
Peter  on  the  mount)  aprtoforgetimyfcif,  but  hope 
ever  to  remember,  thee  'at  the .  throne ;  and  he  that 
hath  futh  a  friend  muft  ihew  bimfdf  firicpdly. . 


"  -Ever  yburs^r 
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LETTER    IV. 
^0  the  Rev:  J.  Jenkins,  Leives^  Svfe^. 

Fallow  Servant,  and  Fellow  Soldier ^ 

the  armoury  and  in  the  fidd.  Couiffel  m,liif,  hearty 
£ut:fa  the  wife  19^  (^r  ri^thcr  Wifdom  i^fclf  )>  is  as 
deepmaUrs^  and  ibt  v}$rdf  qJ  wifdom  a  Jlcuii^  lfr<HA. 
This  witncfs  is  true  J  for  before  J  h^  gptten  the  laf^ 
out  of  hand  I  l}fld  two  nipre  in.  m;  heart  i  and 
diterefocelmuft  i^icvii^j^i  write^  that  I  may  be  eafed^ 
I  fticwcd,  in  my  laft,  fipw  cachpcrfop  ui:tl)q  g^ 
rious  Trinity  we;!e  jointly  concerned  in  the  TalvaliQii 
of  God's  eleft  5  and  treated  a  litdc  of  their  co-ope- 
rations in  every  branch  of  it*  And  this  wil|  furthei" 
appear)  even  in  the  application  of  the  promtfes.-^ 
^e  words  cf  the  wife  tun- as  ^oadsy  and  as  nails  /of- 
ftned  ly  the  tnafters  ofaJfemblieSi  which  are  given  frm 
anejhepberd.  Eccl,.  xii.11.  In  the  mafters  of  afleoi- 
blies  a  plurality  of  perfons  appear;  but  in  the  one 
ihepherd  the  unity  of  God  is  feeq.  If  it  be  replied^ 
that  by  the  mafters  of  aOemblies  the  Jewilh  dodor^ 
are  meant;  I  anfwcr,  they  were  not  preachers  of 
God's  word ;  they  made  that  of  none  efieft  by  their 
own  traditions.  Nor  cap  it  mean  the  apoftles  or  orr 
dinary  gofpel-minifters,  for  they  dare  not  take  the 
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mU  oPiBdftef :  fie  not ye^^ktlkd  Ra^ffpr  ^s  isyaur 
m^,  ivm  .Cbri0.  Matt,  wiu  8. ,  K^  is  U  io  tht  * 
})Owcr  of  Any  n>an  £0  aj^  t^c  W9«4  of  Q>9d^  To 
faAcft  the  ivord<of  God^  m  ^^na^  ^rwm.Mit  (o  tKer 

in.lte  ?«iry».  by  Ap.^int  ^-<1qcu4qh,..Wj»s  to  at^ 

tte  uttcratcfflt)  all  itiatctpiM^r^id  of  it  is>  <tb^  they: 
received  it  ki^  word'only :  bitt^  when  tbA  wool  cgmen 
mti  /«mT» in thg Ibfy Gbq0^  tind  inmtdksffwrcmQti 
thcjunl  js^£iAencd ;  .oar  b  it  p^iblc  for.eifihid-  rden 
or  dejuk  toidramr  it  out.  .Qod  tht  Falter: i^^iJlbMin-' . 
falf  a  fluOttv  ^  Im.^'tl^fr,  y^keftkfi^  Jka^? . 
Nbk  i.  6,  G«I^ :n^  «M»  m^et^  far i(m}^^yit$ir.mftfier, 
€Vm  Ckti/i.  -Aiki  fd  iie  :tfa«  !»  eii^  «f  Che.£{^ii! 
iJMB  to*tbe  Spirit^  and  is  kdrbjr  Ac  Sptiici.he  Jctf  n% 
obcy^and  Miam  iis  maftcr..  NoW  theie  ^otxk  oi 
the  wis,  oatted  goadSi;tiiac'pricks  and  nails^  thatJioU 
faft/  are  given  from^  one  fiiepherdj  even  God :  72v. 
L0rd  is  wg  Jkepbari^  therefore  I  ftM  not  want:  for 
we  are  ibfi  p^pie  tf  bis  f^ure%  and  ibf  Jbeep  ^  bis 
oasta^ 

Again«-^We  arehapdwd  tft  tbenameofaUthe  three 
duripfe  peifons.  Go yeytber^eyond  ijuk^all  natiem^ 
bapiting  fbem  m  tbe  nme  <^  tie  Fatber^  .and  of  the 
Sim,  md  of  tbe  Hofy.  Gbj^fi^  Matt,  xxviii.  19.  An^„ 
whro.  i<e  are  bafHtzed  with  the  Hx)ly  Ghoft  aDd 
wAi  fife,  tlue  lore  of -^od  is  fbed  abroad  in  the 
bearti  thiB  fw  of  ifi^^Monrnefs  arifes  with  healing  ia 
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his  beams,  and  ikines  like  the  fim  in  his  fidl  ft/Mgthf 
v^hen  the^HoTf  Ghoft  brings  the  live  coal  ftckii  off" 
the  iakar>  or  puts  both  Jlfe  and  \6rFe  in  the  Word,  an^ 
lays  it  upon  our  tongue,  telliitg  vs  that  our  iniqutcf 
is  taken  atway,  ati4^ouf  M  purged,  and  thatwe  muft 
now  cohfefiu  it,  and  proclaint  it*  Thla^  baptifm 
makes-a' minifter  a  flamrng^fire,  a  burning  and  ftin«^ 
ing  Ifghe;  and'rtniees  poor  fouls  to  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghoft^  and>inter^fts  th^ti  in  iihe  love  of  all' 
tkree«  Euty  befiA^i  the  baptifm  of  the  Hcdjr  Ghoft, 
there  h  iftnocher  that  foliows,  and  thai  is  the  fiery 
tnaL  Wie  iread  pf  ^he  fpirit:  of  judgment,  and  of  the 
fpirit  of  burning':  ^or  God  keeps  his  fire  iaZion^ 
and  his\ftjrhace  in  Jerufalemi  that  his  realjchurches 
nay  not  be  overrun  ^th  tares  and  chaff,  ftraw  and 
(bubble.  The  ritfiU  of  gold  and  of  filver  wiU  ftaod 
the  fimiac^  :bqt  the  veflcls  of  wood  and  of  caitk 
will  coofiiniei  the  former,  by  lofing  their  droi^  np^ 
pear  the  brighter  and  better  for  the  firei  the  lattetj^ 
like  a  fool  brayed  in  a  mortar,  ten  times  worfe. 

This  blefied  myftery  ever  was,  and  ever  will  be> 
with  the  chofen  of  God ;  for  dius  it  is  written :  Ac- 
cording to  fb(  viprd  that  I  covenanted  with  you  xohen^ 
yi  caiHe  out  of  Egypt,  Jo  my  Spirit  rcmaimtk  amottg 
ym :  fear  ye  not.  For  tbifs  faith  the  Lord  of  Hpfis^  h 
is  a  little  while,  and  I  will  Jbake  tie  heavens  and  the 
earth,  the  fea  and  the  dry  land.  And  I  will  fbtAe  edl 
potions,  and  the  defire  of  all  nations  fitaU  come.  Hag^i 
ii.  5,  6*  Here  is  God  the  Father  fpeaking  and  co» 
venantingi  and  the  effential  Wordj  who  is  the  cove^ 
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iiant-head,  and  the  corenant  itielf ;  becaule  the  co* 
veoBnt  is  with  him^  made  with  him»  confirmed  hj 
Kim>  and  all  the  bleffing^  of  it  are  in  him.  The 
glorious  prockmation  of  the  name  of  the  Lond  i% 
nothing  eHe  but  the  mercy  and  blelfings  of  God  i» 
Chrifi  Jefas»  held  forth  in  the  covenant  of  grace : 
and  this  niy  name,  IkyaGod,  is  in  him^a  tkQ  m* 

* 

gel  diar  went  before  thend*.  Hence  they  are  charged 
10  ^bef  hifli)  and  tiot  to  provoke  him,  ^  hi  will  fM 
fwrimywt  ttanj^iffims.  When  Mdfes  caHs  Chrifl; 
the  Rock}  whofe  work  is  perfeft  $  and  ftts  him  before 
them  as  their  refuge^  their  life^  and  the  length  of 
theur  days  \  and  tells  them  not  to  fay  in  their  hoart, 
Wh^  fiall  afand  into  bavoeny  tr  who  JhaU  dejcini 
mio  the  deep  ?  tx>  fetch  the  Word  to  them ;  thefe 
are  all  applied  in  the  New  Teftament  to  Chrift, 
and  are  the  things  of  the  new  covenant^  which  che 
Spirit  applies  to  the^eleA  of  God.  Here  is  the  Lord 
of  Hods  fpeaklng,  and  the  Word  (Chrift)  ipoken  o<» 
and  called  the  defire  if  all  nations  i  and  the  covenant 
with  him;  ^nA  the  Spiric'remabtng  (liUaineng  them: 
for,  although  national  mercies  were  often  taken  away 
from  Ifrael)  ^nd  4)ationa}  callosities  brought  oi|,  yet 
^  ele^  wer^  never  defeifted  of  their  God, 

Mqrepver,  the  Holy  Trinity  are  tp  be  co^fidered 
in  all  our  addrefles  or  approaches  to  Qod:  For 
through  him  we  both  hofoe  accefs  by  one  Spirit .  unto  the 
Father.  Here  is  the.Father^  to  whom  we  find 
pearnefs  and  accefs,  the  furety  having  removed  our 
fii2S  ^  a  broken  }aw  ou;  of  the  way,  and  appear-^ 

ing 
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iflg^  as  oor  pc^cc-taaker  and  medis^iQr,  chmm^ 
whom  we  are  indqlged  with  tbis  acccfs ;  s^id  4iere' 
H  ooe  Spirit,  under  whofe  ioflueacet  sA  a  {pirip  df 
grace  aad  fupplication,  we  draw  nigh.  This  is  the 
9CW  aod  living  way  which  Cbrift  hach  cooieeFatiadt 
and  he  tells  us  that  nq  man  c»n  come  ta  the  F^er. 
bnt  by  him ;  and  he  that  eotefs  npt  bf  this  asm. 
way  and  ftraight  ga£e»  hue  climbs  up  ibmc  other 
wxf,  the  fame  is  a  ducf  and  a  robber  $  4nd  fiicii 
tbievtt  and  robbers. axe  the.  AriatiSr  Sqckuousi  ami 
Papifts;:  thcforiwer  of  which  allpw  of  no,  mediA*' 
tor>.  and  the  latter  have- brought  ia  a  hundred.  --  - 
.  This  myftery,  noy  dearly  faeIovced>  we  Qwft  ktep^* 
bold  hGif  and  abide  in ;  which  is  fa.dearly  revealed 
in  the  word  of  God  •  For>  tf  thai  wbicb  ye  bove  ie^tdi 
from  the  ksgijmbfg  JbaB  ranain  in  ym^  ^  alfif  jhdi  cm^ 
mue  in  the  San  md  in  the  Father  \  but  ibe  ^mmUng. 
teacbetb  yeu  ef  all  thinly  and  is  truA\  and  is  no  lie : 
md  even  as  k  hath  taught  yoUy  ye  flfaH  abide  in  birn^ 
1  John  ii.  ^4— 27*  H«ncc  we  may  condude  diae 
wbofoever  hath  not  the  dodhine  of  Chrift  hath 
not  God;  but  he  that  hath  the  dodtriile  of  Chctft, 
who  receives  the  love  of  the  truth,  of  the  love  of 
God,  which  is  promifed  to  us  in  the  Word  of  mithj 
and  he  that  receives  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it,  be- 
lieves in  it,  and  holds  it  faft,  oonfefleth  it,  aitd  abid^ 
in  it;  even  he  (hall  continue  in  this  Son^  and  in 
the  Father;  and'Hkcwife  he  fhall  continue  in  the 
anointing,  which  is  trttth,  and  is  no  lie.  But  I  muft 
break  .off>  and^  gp  to  our  gates,  where  there  are 

things 
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things  new  m^M^  which  are  yA  up  &r  the  kiag's 
hek)Vied>  ihat  ^  portkus  of  mcftt .  in  due  feafoti  nm^ 
l^e  given  to  the  houlcbolck    Adtet^* 

Tours  in  him, 

W.  HUNTINGTON,  S.Sr 


LETJE^R    V,         ^ 

lo  the  Rev,  J.  jENKOfS,  jL«tv/,  Suffat^'    ' 

•  •  - 

BdffOfd  in  the  Lordf 

Yours  caoie  co  hand  i  ai^.  I  aiih  gl«d  chat 
the  fub)c6ttiieet$  with  your  approbatkno^  as  diytiun^ 
is  flaU  eoofdoyed  in  this  glorious  myftery.  I  con- 
chidedmy  la0:  with  our  abiding  in  the  Son  andiii 
the  Fad^jcr;  ^  likevife  in  the  anointings  which  i$ 
true,  and  is  no  lie.  And  fhall  proceed^  aad  begtiy 
diis  with  the  apoftolic  benediftion :  The  grace  tfom 
Lord  Jijus  Cbnft^  Md  the  love  of  God%  and  the  com* 
mumoH  of  the  fhly  Gbofti  be  with  lUy  is  of  the  fame 
iosport.  Now  from  all  thefe  plun  paflages  of  faip* 
turcy  which  I  have  quoted^  three  divine  perfons  ap» 
pear  in  the  one  Gqdy  and  no  more;  not  one  can  be 
)cfi:  out^  nor  can  one  beaded. 

But; 
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Bbc  tte  advfriaries  to  the  Trinity  6\yjt6t,  bccm&r 
ibt  exprds  word  THnsty  is  nt>t  fneAtiooed  iir  the' 
Bibk :  but  it  is .  not  the  word  that  they  hate  and' 
%ht  againft,  but  the  doctrine*  We  know  that  two  is 
a  couple>  or  a  pair ;  three  is  a  trinity ;  and  four  a 
quaterfUty):  and  fb^e  ari  three  that  bear  record  m 
heaven,  and  no  more^  and  tbefe  three  are  one:  not 
three  names  and  one  per{bn>  but  three  diftinft  per* 
ions  in  one  undivided  eflcnce.  So  likcwifc  they  ob- 
je6k  to  the  word/atis/a^ion  by  the  facrifice  of  Chrift  j 
becauie  the  exprefs  word  is  not  mentiond.  But  the 
thing  is  to  be  found  in  the  Biblcr  God  is  called  a 
creditor^  (Luke  vii-  41 }  arid  poor  finncrs  are  debt- 
ors>  to  &iG\  the  whole  law^  on  pain  of  cternattleacb; 
and  be  that  offends  in  one  point  is  guilty  of  all  5  and, 
Ibould  he  die  in  this  ftatc,  into  the  prifon  of  hcII  he 
muftgo;  for,  if  we  die  in  our  fins;  where  Qirift'is 
trr  canhotf  cdme ;  and  therc^fore  cannot*  come  out  of 
prUoD  till  the  very  laft  mitd  fe  paid  %  and,  a5  lying 
in  jail  cannot  pay  debts,  there  can  be  nb'  hope  of  a 
jaiLdelivery.  Expofed  to  diis>  and  threatened  with 
it,  arc  all  a)ea  while  in  their  Tins.  I  n  this,  ftate  Chrifk 
found  us  when  be  took  our  nature,  and  was  made  of 
m  wpman^  and  made  under  the  law;  which  law  he 
obeyed,  and  his  obedience  is  placed  to  our  account 
6x  righteouibefs ;  our  fins  he  took,  and  kort  them  in 
iis  orjM  body  on  the  tree,  and  was  made  a  eurfe  for  us, 
sad  £ed  in  our  room  \  the  juji  for  the  ur^fl, .  and  f^ 
tedanned  us  from  the  curfe^  and  thus  fulfilled  aU  righ* 
croufhefs,  with  which  our  credkor  is  ^'ell-pleofed  & 

and 
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and  by  the  blood  of  his  covenant  he  iend«  forth  hi« 
^IcA  prifoners  oot  of  ^he  pit^  declaring  himfclf  faitli* 
ful  and  ji^  in  forgiving  our  (ins^  and  in  cleanfing 
u&  frorp  all  unrighceoufoefs.  And  this  is  rejJ  fatis&c- 
tton  made  for  finj  for  the  creditor  is  well-pleafed 
livith  ic;  and  to  bewdl-plealed  with  the  payoient  is 
to  be  (acisfied  with  it.  Andxast^cfe  things  are  (ound$ 
we  hold  the  words  which  well  exprefs  theori  $  and  it 
pleafesGod,:  by  (^c  fooUihuels  of  .preaching  thefe 
things,-  to  &ve  ^U  thofe  who  believe  m  them.  Aod^ 
on  theother  hand>:.y^e  find  oiafiy  things  advanced  \xf 
thole  who  are  oppoli^e  to  us,  wtuch  found  as  bad  ii| 
our  eafs.  as  (be  yjfOfdsperfrn,  trinity^  zx^d  Jatisfa^itm^ 
do  in  theirs.  Soine  tell  us  that  Chrift  was  only  a^ 
inftrument  in  the  cccation>  or  %  creating  ii^rumenU 
Nothing  can  found  worfe  in  the  ^ars  of  a  true  lover 
of  Chpift  than  this  *,  it  is  not  common  fenfe.     Wc 

•  •  • 

know  chat  inftruments  are  ufed  by  mechanics  and[ 
builders,  to  fit  and  prepare  materials  for  the  pnr- 
pofe  the  artift  or  builder  intends  them :  but  to  tell 
a  man  that  fuch  a  mechanic  has  finiihed  fuch  a  cu« 
rious  machbe,  and  fuch  a  building  is  ereded,  to  be 
the  property  of  the  tools  that  were  ufed  in  the  work, 
and  for  the  praife  and  glory  of  them,  would  appear 
madnefs.  So  to  talk  of  a  creating  inftrumentj  or  an 
inftrument  pofleOTing  creating  power  to  make  all 
things  out  of  nothing,  are  fuch  things  as  no  man  h^ 
his  fenfes  can  believe.  For  by  bim  "ooere  all  things 
-created  that  are  in  beaven^  and  tbat  are  in  eartb,  m^ 
^le  and  invifible^  whether  4bey  be  thrones^  or  ^mt- 
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itionSi  or  frtncipiilkksyerpmers :  ali things  wen  creaf^ 
id  hy  himy  and  fir  him :-  imd  he  is  bifore  aU  things^  and 
ty  him  all  things  cmjift.  Col.  i.  16,  17.  He  is  here 
declared  to  be  before  sTll  things;-  and  of  courfc  long^ 
before,  this  creating  inftruthent  could  be  invented^ 
fei-  brought  forth.  jiU  things  were  ereuted  by  him,  Mdt 
fir  him  ^  created  by  his  own  power,  and  for  his  owrt 
gloty  and"  ufe :  and  by  btnt  all  things  Icmfift^  or  are 
freferired  in  their  e«ifterice.  "Now  this  gtorious 
Creator  eannbt  be  an  infitunfient,  but  be  tauft  ht 
God :  and  to  this  th*  Father  bears.witncfi*-*fi«/  uiit4 
the  Son  he  faithy  Thy  thrtmt,  O  God,  ii  fir  ever  and 
iver  I  afieph^  of  fight eoufnefs  if  ihefieptre  of  thy  kin^-^ 
dom;  thou  haji  loved  right  ioufnejsi  and  hat  id  htit^uityi 
iber^ore  Cody  even  thy  Gody  hath  anointed  thee  with 
the  oil  of  gladnefi  above  thy  f^ms.  Andy  thSu  Lcrd 
tn  the  beginning  haft  kid  the  foundation  of'  the  earth  % 
end  the  heavens  Ore  the  ivorks  of  thy  hands.  IheyfhaH 
perifhy  but  thou  remaineji  \  and  they  fhall  all  wax  old 
as  doth  a  garment ;  and  as  a  vefhtre  jhalt  thou  fold 
thein  upy'  and  they  fhtM  be  changed:  hut  thou  art  the 
fimey  and  thy  years  fhall  not  fail  Heb.  u  8,  9.  In 
the  above  words  God  the  Father  calls  the  divine 
Creator  of  heavert  and  earth,  God  and  Lord ;  and 
tells  us,  that  the  lieavens  arc  the  work  of  his  hands : 
imd  he  muft  be  tht  beft  judge  of  his  own  Son.  They 
tell  us  that  Cbrift  had  a  hurhan  foul  pre-exifting 
firom  eternity,  and  that  it  was  with  this  that  God 
look  counfel,  and  by  this  he  made  the  world.  But 
tHhrift  is  b^ore  all  tbingSy  which  this  thing  cannot  be; 

.much 
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intich  Icfs  can  at  be  called  thifi^w  rf  the  Lord  of  Bofls. 
and  fiirdy  it  mnft  be  robbery  with  a  wicnefs^  for  fuch 
t  thing  ts  tluB  to  make  icfelf  equal  with  Gody  as  Chnft 
did>  even  when  be  nuidt  bin^e^  §f  no  reputatiim^  itio 
took  OM  kirn  tbifom^afervoHt.  PhiKp.  if.  6^  SovM 
talk  of  Chrift's  being  a  delegated  power,  and  a  fub* 
ordinate  Gad,  and.  a  God  bjr  office;  but  this  is 
ffitkiog  nKM-e  gods  than  one:  ibr,  if  odc  be.fu- 
preme  and  die  other  fubordiaiMe,  there  maft  be  two  i 
difiereot  in  cffisocc^  glory,  power,  ^  majefty.  Arid 
to  worfliip  with  divine^  adofatbir  any  thing  below 
infinite  «dijirtiaity,'b  rank  idolatry^  However,  thi^ 
Taon-tola^bicd'  diftiii6tbn  between  the  Father  and 
Son  hadi  to  place  in. the  Bible.  The  Ijord  of 
Hofis  calla  Chrift  his  fellom  Zfech.  «iii,  7.  And 
Qhrift  dioug^t  it  Ao  robbery  to  be  equal  with  O^  cho 
Father*  PhaK  ii.  6.  Chrift  faya,  /  and  mgf  Father 
are  one.\  And  iM  men  tmfi  b&nowr  the  Son^even  as  ibey 
boaour  tbe  Father.  And,  if  he  is  truly  and  properly 
God,  eqoal  to  tbe  Father,  sod  one  with  him,  and 
always  in  him^  then  there  can  be  no  idolatry  in  wor-* 
Slipping  htm;  for  ail  the  angels  of  God  are  com- 
manded to  wofibip  dte  firft-Jborn,  even  in  bis  ftate 
of  incarnadons  as  they  all  did  at  his  birth.  Heb.  i.  6* 
And  Zion  is  commanded  to  do  the  fame ;  and  cte 
true  reaibn  given  for  this  command  b,  becaufe  ht 
is  God:  He  is-  thy  Jehovah^  and  worjhip  thou  bim. 
P&lm  xW.  II.  And  we  know  that  the  Lord  oar 
God  is  one  Lord.  Deut.  vi.  4.  And  we  mud  have 
no  other  gods  but  him':  Thoufiudi  worjhip  she  Lord 

thy 
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tiy  God,  and  him  ottly  Jbalt  tbou  /erve.  Matt.  iV.  i  A 
And  he  chat  obeys  this  firft  and  great  commandment 
mtift  banifh  far  from  his;  mind  all  die  fpurious 
deities  of  the  Arians  and  Socinians,  for  thefe  are  no 
better  than  the  image  which  Nebuchadnesar  tho 
king  had.  fee  up. 

;  Many  fuch  ftrang^  notions  as  theiedoes  Satan 
beget  in  the  vain  imaginations  of  men;  and  fijchare 
invencorsf  of  evil  things,  and  fet  up  the  ftambling 
block  of  cheir  iniquity  if^  their  heart;  and  God  takes 
diem  in  their  own  crafdnefs,  ,by.  fusing  them  to 
pay  adorarion  to  that  wluch  is  not  God ;  which  is 
idolatry^  and  an  image  of  jealoufy :  which  the  pore 
goipel>  if  ever  it  had  been  attended  with  power  to 
•their  hearu>  would  ha^e  pulled  down.  For  the  wea* 
f$tts  of  our  waff  an  »t  migbty^  ibrougb  Gody  to  tbi 
pdling  dmm  offlrmg  bolds;  cajiingdoxvn  imngmatioH^^ 
tmd  every  bigb  thing  that  exaltetb  it/df  againfi  tie 
knowledge  of  God^  and  hinging  into  captivity  every 
ibougbt  to  the  obedience  of  Chrift.  2  Cor«  x.  4,  S.  And 
fiire  I  am  diat  thofe  who  deny  the  eternity  of  Cbrift^ 
and  talk  of  a  human  foul  pre-exi(ting>  talk  nonfenfc. 
No  human  foul  can  be  God's  fellow,  nor  God's  equal> 
nor  one  with  him>  nor  one  in  him ;  much  lefs  can 
&ch  a  creature>  which  is  inferior  to  an  angeU  be  the 
only-begotten  Son  of  God^  or  the  Son  of  the  Father 
in  truth  and  love.  But^  as  for  Chrifl,  all  things  were 
made  by  bim^  and  he  is  before  all  things*  Col.  i*  1 6j 
I7«  And,  if  he  is  before  all  things,  then  he  muft  be 
before  this  human  foul  was  made ;  and,  if  all  thiiig^ 
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were  made  by  him,  then  he  mud  make  this  foul  alfo, 
and  of  courfe  make  himfelf.  But  this  phantom  is 
not  the  Chrift  of  God ;  this  is  not  God^s  myftery 
among  the  Gentiles,  which  he  is  pleaied  to  reveal  in 
usj  the  hope  of  glory.  We  are  tiot  to  hope  in  a  crea- 
ture^  but  to  fet  our  hope  in  God«  Chrift  is  the  faith^ 
fill  and  true  witnefs,  and  the  record  that  he  bears  of 
himfelf  is  true ;  and  this  is  the  record  that  he  bears 
of  himfelf:  /  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  hegbming  and 
the  endings  Jaitb  the  Lord,  which  is,  and  which  was, 
€md  which  is  to  comei  the  Almighty.  Rev.  i,  8. 

The  enemies  to  the  glorious  myftery  of  the  Tri* 
nity  hold  a  trinity  as  well  as  we  i  they  allow  that 
there  are  three  in  God ;  fo  that  if  we  err  in  this  mat- 
ter, fo  do  they ;  only  they  allow  of  three  names,  and 
but  one  perfon;  nor  are  they  agreed  which  is  the  per* 
fon:  fome  Sabellians  hold  Chrift  to  be  the  perfon,  and 
the  Father  and  the  Spirit  to  be  only  names  i  fbme^ 
that  are  called  Arians  and  Socinians,  fay  the  Father 
is  the  perfcMi,  and  the  Son  and  Spirit  are  only  names: 
thus  one  denies  the  Father,  and  the  other  denies  the 
Son  J  and  between  thcfc  two  they  have  no  God. 

This,  however,  muft  be  true,  that  whatfoever  the 
Father  is,  the  Son  muft  be  the  fame ;  and  fo  the 
Jews  underftood  the  Saviour's  confefHon  of  his  own 
fonfliip,  and  laid  this  thing  to  his  charge,  namely, 
that  he  made  himfelf  equal  with  God.  Therefore  the 
Jews  fought  the  more  to  kill  him,  beeaufe  he  not  onfy 
had  broken  the  fabhath,  but  f aid  alfo  that  God  was  his 
Father,  making  him/elf  equal  witV  God:  which  th# 

E  Saviour 


Saviour  never  denied,  but  cprifirmcjl    3>/  S^n  ^as 
do  nothing  of  htrrffelf^  (and  how  can  he,  when  the  F;>- 
thcr  and  he  arc  one  ?)  but  what  hefuththe  Father  do: 
fir  what  things  Jorver  be  dgeth^  tbcfe  ajfo  dcctb  tbf^StfV 
Uhwife,  John  v.  jg.    Hence  it  e  plain»  thjat  the 
Son  is  equal  wirfi  the  Father  >  ^od,  if  foj  then  lie 
^uft  be  pf  the  Ikme  nature  with  him*    So  thatj  if 
the  Son  be  a  Ton  only  in  nan)e>  the  Father  rouft  btr 
che  fame  I  if  ChrHt  be  only  a  fon  in  o0kc^  or  in  4 
%uradve  fenfci  the  Father  tnuft  be  fo  loo;  and»  if 
Chriit  be  ng  more  than  a  htupan  fovV  which  is  ^ut: 
a  mere  CFfatyre,  the  Father  mud  be  fuch  al(b.    For 
(thrift  is  declared  to  be  fbe  mt^-begotten  Son  of  God. 
John  iii;  i0^  Bc^pnen,  and  not  created*  Npr  \^  h? 
#  Ton  by  oApe*  as  miggiftraics  arc>  no/  b^  creation, 
as  apgplf  and  men  are :  but  tbf  Stft^  of  fh  Fabfr  in 
inah  (fnd  IfQf,  a  John  >    Therefore,  wbateyer  the 
Son  is,  fcch  is  the  Father  >  for  Cbrift  is  the  Son  of 
rbe  Father  in  truth  and  love :  and,,  as  the  Father  is 
God,  fuch  is  Chrift  i  tb^  brigbtneft  nf  bis  gUry^  and 
$bc  e:^^  mage  ^  his  ferfin.  Heb,  j,  3.     72v  true 
God,  and  etenud  life    i  John  iii.  }o.    And,  without 
miroverff^  g;r$at  is  the  nffftery  of  godlinefs :  God  was 
manifs/i  in  theflefb^JMfiificd  in  the  Sprit ^Jeen  of  angfls^ 
fr4<tfbed  uu/o  tbe  Gentiles^,  believed  on  in  the  world,  and 
reedved  up  into  glory,  i  Tim^  iii»  16.   And,  were  z)l 
(he  ^riaos  and  So«iQW)3  in  the  world  to  eQi^binc: 
IQgethcF,^  t^y  never  could  apply  the  above,  iior  the 
following  aicription3s  to  a  human  fouli  or  to  any 
m^re  cf oature^  iiowever  exs^ced  or  dignified.    K^ef^ 

this 
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0fpMrh^  rfowrl^d  Jifiif  Cbrifi:  which  in  bistim^ 
iijtM  fi9ew^  wh  is  th  il^i$Hd^  P9f0itait,  rikf 
king  of  kingSf  imd  iJrd  rf  kids  i  wbn  ikfy  b^uh  itnt 
imrhiff^,  dwdliT^  in  thcji^t  ^hicb  u  Wm^cmi'Ap- 
^fnsafb  M*fOi  whamnp  fn4n  k^hjm%  nfirtmfiu-  ft 
wbm$ ht bomi^ 4nd pmer 0wrla/$ng.  4nm*.  iTm^ 
ri.  149  I  j>  x6.  Lee  all  th^  coemic^  of  tbr  ^m  ^ 
jGod  prove  that  m  empty  oaoiej  or  »  pf<-cxii|i4g 
teroA  (btil»  Of  ft  demi-godi  or  a  god  b^  o£c<>  «r 
%  citadiiig  ii^rumerit,  or  a  Aibordioate'  godi ;  kK 
ChdOj  I  layi  dioofe  out  of  tiMs  lift  of  inxgip^  dd^ 
fics  irlkh  they  pkAfei.  and  lefc  them  )>rov«  tbat  tih< 
tpoftk'ft  afcr^dottt  ate  apfdkafafe  ro  their  fcignad 
godfl^  llftfflefy,  diat  their  ptsfcxifting  inmuui  ftul  i$ 
/&r  bl^attd  0ify  PrieMtatg\  that thi^  creature b /^ . 
JCoarf  ^  btigSf  md  iMd  qf  lords  i  that  this  bamaa 
Ibol  i^  oufykmoriaiity^  ihat  it  dwMs  in  tba  light 
wMsb  m  mm$  tm^^imb  ftni09  whom  no  man  bsfib 
fimn^r  tmjbei  aod  Hat  honour  and  fiowr  iVftUi0^ 
ing,  jtmm,  ia  to  be  ^crUbod  (o  thac  Hf  foodith  m 
ofisos:  a  d0febMl  heart  baibtmmibim  nfidi^  iiM  hi 
€mma  dslmr  bis  Jink  ^^^  fi^h  Is  then  mt  ^Jk  in  nff 
rigfabanilf  I&iahxfiv.  ^o^ 

Nor  did  the  iacactiation  of  Chrift  bring  a  fimrdi 
perlbo  into  theTriaky^  The  hiunaa  nature  of  C)ifi& 
U  not  a  perlbfii  it  n  called  4  new  things  Jet.  jehkL 
fi2»  and  nh^  things  Luke  i  35,  but  not  a  pedon? 
6r  the  IttJom  nnpre  of  <^riii  never  hod  perfpofl 
iiibAfteoc^  or  it  iie*er  did  seribnal]y  eaSft  alony  « 
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bf  itltlf,  but  It  fubfifted  in  union  with  the  diyliid 
perfon  of  this  Son  of  God ;  and  this  union  took 
place  before  the  human  nattire  was  prepared  or 
formed — the  H^<^d^  was  m4d&fte/h. 

S^me  tell  us  that  Chrift  took  on  him  a  *'  human 
form^^^om  ev^rlafting;  but  how  he  could  aflfume 
4  human  form  when  there  were  no  human  beings  ii 
^hat  I  cannot  conceive )  there  can  bo  no  form  of  a 
thing  that  never  exifted^  any  more  than  the  fuii 
epuld  have  a  (hadow  from  everlafting  when  the  fim 
had  no  beingi  I  read  that  Cbrift  was  found  in  tbi 
firm  of  God,  and  that  be  thought  it  no  robbery  to  he 
^ual  with  God.  And  this  form  does  not  mean  any 
outward  fhapc ;  for  who  hath  heard  God's  voice,  or 
feen  bisfiape  ?  But  it  means  that  he  poflefled>  in  the 
higheft  degree  J  all  divine  perfeftions  which  are  pe- 
culiar to  the  divine  being  $  being  the  brigbtnefs  of  the 
Fatber*s  glory^  and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon. 
What  has  led  fome  poor>  Uindj  prefumptuous  fouls 
into  this  miftake  is,  the  Saviour's  being  feen  by 
Abraham  and  by  Jofhua  in  a  human  appearance  \ 
and  by  the  fame  rule  they  might  prove  that  he  af-- 
filmed  the  nature  and  form  of  angels  from  everlaft* 
ing;  ,for  he  appeared  to  Mofes,  to  Jacobs  and  to 
ManOah>  a^  an  angel  of  God.  But  che  truth  is^ 
Chrifl  is  neither  an  angel  nor  a  man ;  not  an  angel^ 
b^caufe  he  is  the  creator  of  angels — He  maketb  bis 
angels fpirits J  and  his  tninifierj  ^  ^flaming  Jlre ;  nor  a 
toan^  for  us  fuch  he  never  had  pa:£)qal  fubfiftcnce 
©rexiftcncc. 

.    .'  But 
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•  But  they  tcU  us  that  the  human  foul  of  Chrift^ 
and  the  form  of  a  human  body  which  Chrift  took 
from  cvcrlafting,  and  which  they  call  *'  the  glory 
*'   man,"    and  in  which  he  appeared  to  the  an-' 
cicnt  patriarchs,  was  part  of  our  nature ;  fo  that, 
when  he  became  incarnate,  he  took  only  a  human 
body,  not  a  reafonable  foul ;  which  they  prove  from 
thefe  words — For  verily  be  took  mi  on  bim  tbe  nature 
of  angels.     **  Human  fouls,**  they  fay,  "  arc  angelic; 
"  but  he  took  not  on  him  the  natufe  of  angels/^ 
But,  if  this  can  be  any  proof,  we  (ball  not  know  what 
the  foriptures  mean  by  things ;  there  is  a  diftin6Hon 
between  an  innumerahle  company  of  angels y  and  tbe' 
J^hrits  of  juji  men  made  ferfeSt.     Nor  arfe  the  fouls  of 
men  ever  called  angels,  though  nvinklers  of  the 
gpfpel  arc ;   but  even  this  refpcfts  their  office,  not 
their  nature ;  for  both  angels  and  preachers  are  mi« 
niflers  to  the  heirs  of  falvation :   but  preachers  are 
only  angels  by  office,  not  by  nature*    Nor  can  it  be 
proved  from  the  words  of  Chrift,  when  he  fays,  ^bey 
neitber  marry y  nor  are  given  in  marriage  5  iut  are  as  tbe 
angels  of  God  in  beaven ;  for  this  only  re(pe^s  their 
^orified  ftate:  and  the  words  were  intended  to 
Confound  the  Sadducees,  who  afked,  fFbofi  wife  of 
tbe  froen  tbe  woman  Jhould  be  in  tbe  refurreEtion  ? 
The  Saviour  informs  them  that  marriage  is  peculiar 
to  this  lifo,  and  for  the  procreation  of  children ;  but 
in  the  world  to  come  there  would  be  no  more  of 
tUs  than  diere  is  among  the  angels.    Otherwife 
there  wiU  be  a  great  deal  of  difference  between  an* 
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gck  and  (aintsj  the  former  being  the  Lord's  fer* 
vants,  the  latter  the  Lond's  wife-^71^  Mahr  h  ifrf 
bujbaady  the  Lard  of  bo/is  is  ins  nmne ;  but  Ais  Acver 
was  faid  of  angels. 

One  would  wonder  (were  it  ooc  fer  the  pov^e^ 
and  dominion  that  the  devil  baa  o?er  roanldnd)  ho# 
any  oiaii'  dare  to  aflert  ftidi  diiag^  in  plain  comfa^ 
diSion  (fo  the  word  of  CoA*    Fer»  if  thb  huaauul  * 
bo(fily  form^  and  the  homan  fool  of  Cbnft  we/e  from 
eocrnity,  aiid  nothing  taken  at  )m  incaroattm  but  chd- 
bddyi  how  can  this  feripMre  be  teu^-^fyberefire^  in. 
0U  fkmgs  it  htlm)id  bimi0  hi  made  iike  urU^  bis  trg^ 
Arm  (Heb,  ii.  17),  iM^en  there  was  none  of  hit. 
bvethren  eirer  made  like  unco  Um  ?  And,  if  iStin 
behoved  hiiiif  if  it  was  meet  and  fit  it  Ihduld  be  A^ 
it  iU  becomes  men  to  make  iMch  a  di0bfeiice«-   Nor 
could  Adam  be  a  figure  rfbim  ibM  wss  /#  mw;  ftf 
Adam  came  not  into  being  this  way*     Adam* 
Cfarift*s  figure,  was  made  body  and  Ibul  at  onoc^ 
and  all  Cbrift's  brethren  coaie  into  the  worid  widi  % 
body  and  a  ibul ;  and  they  are  all  born  under  the 
law  and  imder  the  curfe  of  Uf  being  by  thi<  aadird 
birth  chikiren  of  wrath  even  asothers  1  i&4  the  bea* 
vlcft  fencencc  of  the^l«w  is  kvdkd  at  the  fodk-ziv 
Jiul  that  fm  jbull  die.    Now  Chrift,  as  our  ferety» 
muft  be  made  like  unfo  his  brethren  i  and.  to  he 
was;  he  was  mdde  (f  0  soeman^  and  made  ifHder  the 
fmtff  t0  redeem  tbem  tb^U  ivere  imder  tie  l^w,  by 
mricii^  bis  foul  an  oflScring  for  fin  i  and  then  h^  was. 
to  fee  of  the  ti:avail  of  hi^  ibul  and  be  &tiili«L  But« 
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if  fais  hmftan  Ibul  eidfled  froiH  etefnity,  h:  was  not 
fMde  under  tbe  Iaw»  and  therefore!  c6uM  hot  be  fub^ 
jeAcd,  by  virtue  of  ht$  furetyfiiip  engagements,  w 
endure  the  wrath  and  cvrfe  of  God  for  m.  Tbcf 
d»t  fiifier  the  law,  whether  they  fufier  as  fitrety  or 
a»  decora,  niift  b€  made  iinder  the  law,  and  be  fub* 
jcft  to  the  law«  Men  have  bodies  and  ibuls,  and 
both  are  under  thk  law,  and  bodi  have  finned.  And 
he  that  redeems  them  muft  be  of  the  lame  nature 
with  them»  and  near  of  kin  to  thenit  or  the  former 
lofticurion  of  God  will  not  admit  of  it.  He  that 
redeems  muft  be  a  irotber^  or  one  mar  rfkui^  Lev/ 
XXV.  489  49.  Chf)ft  vi  both  if^fhf  and  godi  but 
a  human  body  is  neither  a  brother  nor  a  kinfinan,  it 
isccnly  half  ^  brntkery  «tfd)  cte  woi^  kilfi  *yea»  a 
dead  brother,  /£r'  /ir  h^  nmlhm^the  fitit  is  dead. 
James  ii.  26.  The  truth  is>  Chrift  took  not  on 
him  the  nature  of  angels  to  redeem  fii^len  aogek ; 
but  he  took  on  him  the  feed  of'Abraham^  die  whole 
human  nature,  body  and  fool;  and  this  is  plain  by 
the  gfb^th  of  both;  for  y^us  increaj0d  in  wijdtm  and 
Jiaturiy  and  infouitut  wlrb  God  and  fHoHy  Luke  ir.  5^: 
His  fcKil  grew^  in  wififom,  and  his  body  gte^  in 
ftature ;  bur^  if  hb  foul  had  eitifted  front  att  eternity, 
hir  wiidom  aqd  underftanding  moft  have  been  ma* 
cure  and  fufly  ripe  before  the  world  began,  and 
therefore  incapablcf  of  fuch  a  growth, 

O,  tof  brother,  my  pen  has  mn  on  at  a  ftrange  rate; 
dooblfc  letters,  I  (ear,  will  brtDg  thee  to  poverty,  unlefs 
thy  Mth  increafe A  more  than  it  has  hitherea  done*. 

£  4  I  received 
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'  « 

I  received  yours,  and  tliank  you  for  It  '^  and  (hall 
ftill  entreat  thee  to  find  fault  where  you  fe^  cauics 
^nd  you  will  much  oblige  your  affe&iooate  friend 
^d  brother  in  Chrift  Jefus^ 

.  .  W.  HUNTINGTON. 


LETTER    VII. 

.  Ta  ibe.Rev.  J.  Jbvkins,  ai  iJn.New  Vicar^ip 
nearibe Dioufy,  Lewes ^  Suffix. 

9 

■  «  • 

Companion  in  travail. 

By  the  contents  of  your  laft  I  perceive  tha( 
your  Sts  of  incredulity  are  returned  upon  you.  I 
was  in  hopes  that  you  had  been  in  a  great  meafure 
recovered  from  this  difeafes  but  epidemical  dif* 
orders  are  not  eafiiy  eradicated.  '<  In  the  miniftry 
you  are  lifelcfs,  in  bodily  ficknefs  juft  ready  for  the 
grave^  and  in  circumflances  almofl:  a  bankrupt." 
you  muft  think  me  one  of  Solomon's  fimple  ones^ 
indeed^  if  I  can  believe  all  this^  when  you  do  not 
believe  one  wordDf  it  yourfelf.  I  (hall  go  on  with 
my  former  fubjc£t|  and  pot  fuffcr  the  devil  to  ttsh 

ploy 
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pl(^  all.  i9y  ^(n^  in  dUproving  whar  he  iumiclf 
knows  CO  be  Iks  o£  bis  own  invenfing. 

The  damnable  herefy  of  denying  tlie  divinity  of 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  feeme  to  me  to  render  him  of 
no  ufe  in  any  oot  of  hisofiice  charadlers;  it  render^) 
alTo,  his  great  uodertaking  and  his  finiibedwork 
neither  meritorious  nor  cffic^ious ;  for  no.  meite 
creature  can  merit  for  himfelf>  much  lefs  for  an* 
ptber.  His  divine  nature  flamps  infinite  dignity  on 
^  bis  office.  chara£tersj  and  fo  it  does  on  a]Q  1^9 
jnigb^  works. 

His  kingly  office  ftands  on  this — Bui  unto  the 
Sen  he  Jaith^  Thy  tbrme^  O  Gody  is  for  ever  and 
ever ;  a  Jceptre  (f  rigbiiou/ue/s  is  the  Jceptre  rf  tif 
kingdom.  Which  kingdom  ftands  in  power,  ai)d  is 
always  called  vthe  kiogdom  of  God  J£s.  nam  JhaH 
ie  called  WonderfuU  Counjellory  the  mighty  God,  th^ 
ever  lofting  Father ^  the  Prinze  of  peaae ;  of  the  increq/e 
of  his  government  and  peace  there  Jhall  be  no  end,  upo» 
the  throne  of  David,  and  upon  his  kingdom,  to  order  it^ 
and  to  ejiablifi>  it  with  judgment  md  ivitb  juftice,  from, 
henceforth  even  for  ever :  the  zeal  of  the  Lord  ofhojix 
^joill  perform  this.  Ifa,  ix.  6,  j.  Hence  h^  is  call^ 
King  of  Zionj  and  King  of  glory«, 

The  merit  and  dignity  of  his  priefily  office  pro* 
ceeds  on'  the  fame  foodng.  How  could  any  mere 
man*s  dying  atone  for  all  the  tranigreffions  that  were 
commi{(ed  under  the  firft  teftament,  and  all  the  fins 
of  God's  eledt  under  the  fecond  ?  Infomuch  as  thofe 
that  ar^  called  dp  receive  the  fromife  of  eternal  inhe^ 
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rkoftci,  l4eb.  tt.  15.  Hence  ic  is  afihted '  thdt  ^ 
bu  cne  o£Mng  be  bafb  feff^d  for  ever  iit  fhem  ibia^ 
me  pnSi^t.  Tbe  dignity  of  h»  office  and  the 
Merits  di  hifl  obbmoft  spring  from  hib  divkte  fdtt<< 
flnp»  i^(9f<  /^tf  iSm;  mekelh  men  bigb-piefii  mbicb  bo^ 
ikfiriilUk»%  but  tbe  m^d  (fibe  oasby  isMeb  i$asjhu4 
$belMh  mak^b  ibeS^t  ^bto  m  ^^/^Hmeifcr^e^ermire. 
Heb;  viib  2S* 

Hb  prophetic  c^ce,  aiid  the  petfeAion  ^  kj 
fvocetdii  Oft  ^e  foundauon  of  bis  proper  deiiy« 
Tbe  Lord  came  frcm  Sinai^  and  rofe  up  from  Sefr  mS0 
fbem^  bejbhtedforfb  frommemt  Paran^  rndbeeame 
ukb  /Mr  tbmfaMds  .rf  Joints :  frm  bis  rigbf  bs$td  iimt 
0fieff  kMfrnr  Tbem*  Tear  be  bved  ibe  people:  aU^Ms 
feints^  mre  in  i^y  bandy  and  ibe^  Jbalijil  doun  of  fbf 
fe^'y  every'  one  Jball  tecew  rf  $bp  iffvrdi.  Dene 
jtxxui.  2,  3t  At  dits  divinle  prophet'»  feet  did 
iAtxf  fit>  and  receive  of  his  word>  when  Martha 
was  cumbered  wkh  much  Ibrviog.  And  in  aUufion 
te^  this  txxc  is  Mary  commended^  and  is  faid  ta 
rhoofe  the  good  part^  which  fliall  not  be  taken  from 
her.  She  vras  a  difciple  that  wa^  brought  up  at  the 
Lord's  ittXi  and,  as  all  God's  children  are  taught  of 
the  Lord,  Mary  was  one  of  this  fiitniiy^  who  could 
never  be  deprived  either  of  the  word  of  life  which 
fte  received,  nor  Ttt  of  her  adoption  into  God*s 
femily ;  (he  was  an  heir  of  promife,  and  a  child  of 
God.  And  who  but  the  only- begotten  Son  could 
reveal  and  make  known  God's  counfel  and  covenanT^ 
his    good-witt  of  p«rpofe  and  of   pfoniifei    his 
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tender  maey,  loving^kindhdSf  pnf,  «d  ooob^' 
pftffion,  wbklr  w^re  but  dhnly  kiioim.  uoder  tim 
hfmti  diSlflmiSmmi  A^d  ^im<M  is  1n9{iJhkK^ 
Ir.  9),  was  ttde  k»««nv  ^  l^^f^  Mcracordn^  wndmr 

Ufh  mH  h^  to  ^ebMifi^iP  4lk  Sm  xfiiKrt^^J^ 

-  HU  office  of  rnediator  emdd  ft4»id  m )«iili> ItiMdl 
Vber  weir  not  Immmmh  <hi  tdki  us^  TKe  %raidk 
oprrml  bf  fiiy^betwetrt  God  and  Mift  ivifs  Iflfinke^ 
as  the  icripcures  iMirM(s^--J>  nd  ikf  ^^»UhdHtf$  greafi 
mi  ttim  Mfdfks  n^^f  Job  161H.  5.  Oor  fin 
had  firpamted  beween  w  and  cw  tjod  Mofes^ 
indeed,  was  4c  dfti^  aQowed  t»  {bnd  in  the  gap; 
but  k  was  bjr  vir cue  of  hi^  officc>  in  whidi  he 
perfenatKl'the  Saviour,  that  he  was  fi4feied  ta  me* 
dkutf  A^re ;  and,  though  at  dmes  he  prevsafed  to 
lengthen  out  IfraePs  tranquUlity,  yet  jodgmcnt  at* 
ways  overtook  them  ac  laft.  /  bifve  farimtd  accori^ 
ifgio  tbf  wot4.  Bat  tb^  have  tempted  we  new  tbeji 
m  tkh^^/urtlyfbrfJMl  not  fee  shir  land.  Niimb.  xitr. 
20,  22/  ISTo  prayer  of  Moles,  Noah,  piuitel,  or 
Job^  wilt  pui^  our  fin^,  magnify  the  hw,  or  latisfy 
^Svin^jilftice.  He  tbi^t  ftands  i|t  tfib  breach,  and 
laya  his  hafid  opon  both,  muft  be  <fOd*s  equal,  PbiL 
ii.  6,  and  ar>iiin^$  feOew^  Vk\txi  xhr.  7  s  or  cKe 
dMcf  and  tnnh  trill  nevtr  meet  together,  nor  will 
s%bMiufiids  and  peace  fcifi  each  other.    But  Chri(| 

was 


■ 

was  die  mighty  God  wben  a  child  born,  and  the' 
Brbce  of  life  vrben  crucified  r  Ads  iii..  15  ;     the 
Holy  One»  who  faw  no  .cdrruption,  ..when  in'the- 
toifilv  Pfabnr.xvi.  10.  .  It  was  /f«f6'  tbtt  /prufrg  out. 
of  the  tartb  at  his  refurreftioDi  wbm  righteou/htfk 
h^d  down  ftmn  bemwi  wrU^pkafed*   Ffalm  Ixxxv*. 
If.     He  wa$  Qod  mmiifefi  in  ike  flefi)  wBen  be  was 
riceivid  up  ifUogl^.  i  Tim.  iii.  i]5>    And  AeLprd. 
ef  bqfis  and  King  rf  glory  when  be  enierei'  tb^'t.^ 
F&lm  niv.  9^  10.     And  we.  can  haxre  na  better 
]^oof  of  all  this  than,  by  ft^idg  poor  pmfoners  .come*, 
forth  out  of  the  pit  in  ^fakh-  is  no  water/  by  the 
blood  of  his  covenant.  ZccLix.  if. 

And  fure  I  am  thsic  his  being  our  Advocate  with 
the  Father,  if  he  be  no  snore  than  a  creature,  would' 
never  be  fuBkicnt  to.  filence  law  and  juftice,  Satan 
.and  conference ;  but,  as  he  is  tbe  wonderful  Cmrtfeller^ 
and  the  migbty  God,  he  can  do  it ;  and,  bkifed  be 
bis  precious  name,  we  know  that  he  has  done  it> 
and  will  do  it. 

« 

^His  endearing  charader  of  a  Huiband  is  founded 
on  the  fame  divine  bafis — Tby  Maker  is  thy  bujbandi 
the  Lord  of  bojis  is  hi^  name,  tbe  Gad,  of  tbe  whole 
efrtbfiall  he  be  called. 

His  charadler  of  a  Father  {lands  onthe  fame  bot- 
tom— The  fecond  Adaniy  tbe  quickening  Spirit,  tb& 
Lord  from  heaven ;  hence  called  the  mighty  God, 
the  everlafting  Father,  the  Prince  of  peace. 

And  that  of  a  Saviour  mud  needs  (land  on  the 
iame  footing — Cod  has  laid  help  upon  one  that  ^ 

mighty  i 
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Uttghty.     For  how  can  a  creature  lave  ?   Vain  is  the 

idpcfmsn.  Pfal.  cviii.  i2«     In  that  day  it  JbaU  h 

Jmd  to  Jerufalemy  Fear  thou  not ;    ajtd  to  Eton,  Let 

9 

Hot  fbint  bands  be  flack.  The  Lord  thy  God^  in  the 
m^  of  tbuj  is  mighty ;  he  mll/avey  he  wUl  rejoici 
eifter  these  with  joy ;/  he  "tviUteft  in  his  Jove,  'he  wOljcy 
over  tbeemihji^it^.  Zeph.  iii.<  16, 17* 

The  efficacy  of  his  tkxxl  Tprings^rMd  the  fame 
c&rinc  fourc^ ;  for>  shough.  he  was  puitd^  death  dnl]^ 
1^  in  1^9  fk&»(.^  iiu  buBian  nature  fiiB&red  in  UnioA 
iRdth  hU' divine  perfon.^  "^eheitd/  thef^mre^unto^ 
ymirfetaes,  and io.aWtbe  ^Jkck  ^90r  tBe  tkbith-.the  B^ 
Ghoft  hath  made- you  overjeers,  to  feed  the  chunh  4>f 
Cod,  which  he  bath  pureh^od  '/with  his  otvn  kkod. 
Adb  xz.  2.8U         ' 

The  efficacy  and  excellency  of  his  everlafting 
righteoufnefs  takes  its  divinity  and  dignity  from  « 
htnct'^ff^boy  being  in  the  form  of  God,  thought  it- not 
r^bhery  (0  ie  equal  with  God:  but  rmde  bin^lf  of  no 
reputoHm,  and  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  fervant, 
and  was  made  in  the  lihenefs  of  man:  and,  being  fomti 
in  fafbijm  as  a  man,  he  humbled  bitnfelf,  and  became 
obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  erofs,  PhiL 
ii.  6 — 8.  From  hence  fprings  the  glory  and  efficacy 
of  hb  obedience ;  and  by  the  obedience  of  [diis]  one 
fiall  many  be  made  righteous  -,  yea,  in  the  Lord  fi>aU 
ail  the  feed  of  Ifrael  be  juftifed  and  JbaU  glory  i  for  he 
has  brought  in  an  evtrlafting  righteoufnefs,  which 
takes  its  name  from  the  Saviour's  divine  nature. 
lam  not  afhatnedof  the  gofpel  of  Cbriji,  for  therein  is 

■         7  the 
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jtui^bis  is  the  n^tm  wbtrtb^  fnfiudl  te  iolkJ^  tbi  tAr4 
var  Righieon/h(fs^ 

Ai  Head  QVer  |II  (iting!i  to  Uip  fbufcbi  whii 
<omiprt  could  Sow  to  it  from  the  coo&lcf^«li.<)l' 
Chrift*s  |«M^  g  iuere  mm  ?  Sh/t  i$  opofed  to  thott^ 
ftnds  of  invpfer^ne  adyer6rifii»,  gM^X  ^  .ixxUlfi 
•M  CMHtwMlkir'dQacing  upon  the  imws  dkl  bil]6wa 
ff  irottbte  aod  dtftrefe^  aad  deesKod  as  fibe  filth  and 
•fteonffiog  of  all  drfngi^  and  trcatec^actaciiingix^ 
9tik  Cbftft.  4ns  H<ad»  is  aftoifled  fiir  abovd  all 
lw«raii>  uA  ct  ttmdt  u  an  loflDke  diftvKc  fioai 
^  iHcfi^hdo?ed>  if  be  be  no  mote  thM  Hum*  N# 
iXioAtt  c^  Aov  to  her  bye  firom  his  iniaieiiflty  and 

mHd^i  Md;  which^  as  inao»  abflraftedlj  confideredj 
Mcanaot  be* 

As  a  Phyfician,  ¥>ho  is  God^s  way  opoif  etftbi  and 
Us  Jaimg  heath  ammg  M  naikm^  VtAi  bmi«  ft« 
Who  boic  our  fins  and  look  our  infirmicicss  aod 
«iho  binds  up  die  btx)ken-hcarted  and  reftores  health 
to  wi  which  cannoc  be  done  but  by  pofging  tit 
ftom  ail  oQf  guilt  and  ffith,  idok  and  ciead  worksi 
felfe  oodons  of  God  and  a  dead  form  t^  godltnefii 
^e  oomfbrt  of  all  which  fprings  from  his  being 
God*  If  tiouwili  dUigently  hearken  to  the  voice  of 
the  Lord  thy  God^  and  wilt  do  that  which  is  right 
inMsJight^  aad  Wilt  give  ear  t$  his  commandments  and 
keep  all  bis  fiatuies\  I  will  put  none  of  tbefe  iB/eafa 
t^on  thee  which  I  have  brought  upon  the  Egyptians: 

1  ,  fcr 
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far  tm  tie  X^A  that  heeitth  thte,    Ex^im  «r« 

«        I  •  « 

As  the  Covenant  Ht^Ay^npu /ps$k^  h  l)ifi$n  /# 
ikf.i^^b^f  ^d J!ai0f  I bm^i laid Inip $ij^ m 4hai 
is  mfghffrM  /,^w  e^aa/fgd  me  €b^  eut  rf  tbf  P^ 
4lfo^  I  xttiff  iffoie  bim  ny  firft-hom  .Hg/ifr  0a»  tbt 
ksngf  (f.tke.i^tb.  Mj  mer^  will  I  kifpfarbim  fm 
4VfiinerfiB  ^  ^  cs^mmt  Jb^Ji4nd.fi0^  mtb  bigh 
Bisfoedi  ^,  mil  I  maht  u  iadnte  ^r  mm^.  and 
bis  ibrm  a$  ih  Js^  pf  btofopi.  Fiidm  Ixvsdtfr 
Which  coiren^t  k  a  cpvcxnmf;  of  ra^hy  i  the  Lpsfl 
U  kjj^  and  ^he  ek^  are  fu^^  .  A.«oviei»Bt  toi 
wedlock^  Jo  whjf  Iv  ijbe  Loid  of  bpi^  is  the  hufiiaii4r 
^d  the  «k^|hc  wife;  god  he  betnfchs  theqi  tiotd 
hiqi  for  tyf:,T-^Teai  I  will  bdrab  Jbse  wuo  me  its 
rij^t^ifiufs^  and  in  judgmettif  and  In  k^jng-hbulmfif^ 
Md  in  mereies.  I  will  even  betroib  tbee  unto  -n^  m 
ffdibfjdn^i  smdtbou  fl^t  kmw  tbe  UnreL  Hofea  ii^ 
j%y%Q^  It  is  a. covenant  Qf  an  e^eflafting  \fC\t%- 
hood,  \fk  which  the  Sqa  of  God  is  bi^hrprieft^  zxA 
.Gp4  the  Holy  Gboft:  is  his  anointing  and  can(ccr»* 
tioni  9xA  he  is  ordajoed  by  God, the  Father  to  tiu^ 
p$ce  for  Ifis  cleft,  ca  make  an  atonemem  for  theob 
to  perftd  them,  luid  ro  inieercede  for  thenoi^  till  they 
^re  all  broagh^  in  a  {late  of  holinefs  ^nd  happi^ 
liefs/  into  the  bei^  rf  boUeSy  efernal  in  tbs  beavensp 
where  coir  high-prieft  b  &r  us  entered*  The 
iromfof €  of  aQ  whic|^  fprings  from  bis  beiog|»  Mt  as 
Moies,  who  was  a  &ithful  fervant ,  but  froni<  Chrift 
being  a  Jm  0yer  bis  mm  htnffe^  wboje  hufe  are  i$e  > 

and 


(     64     ) 

and  the  fbn  over  this  his  own  houfe  is  God.  For  every 
boufe  is  builded  by  feme  man  i  but  be  that  built '  all 
things  is  God.  Heb.  iii.  iv. 

As  an  objcflrof  truft  and  donfidence — no  confbla- 
con  can  drift  to  us  from  his  Ijeing  no  more  than  a 
creature  ;' fo  far  from  it,  that  it  is  dangerous* to  the 
hff  degree  to  truft  in  him  as  fuch.  For  thus  Jtutb 
ibe  Lordi  Cur/ed  be  ihe  mm  that  trufieth  in  man;,  and 
inaketh  flejb  his  arm,  and  wbofi  heart  departetb  from 
the  Lord:  for  he  fhdlbe  like. the  heath  in  the  defer t^ 
end  Jhatl  not  fee  when^  good  cometh  j  but  Jhall  inhabit 

* 

ibe  f  arched  places  in  the  wildernefsy  in  a  fait  land  not 
inhabited.  Jcr.  xviil  5,  6.     This*  is  the  woful  cafe 
and  (late  of  all  thofc  who  deny  thfc  godhead-  of 
Chrift,  and  yet  truft  in  him  as  no  more  than  man. 
Biit  there  is  no  curfe  upon  them  that  truft  in  the 
only-begotten  Son  of  God.     /  bavefet  my  king  upon 
my  holy  hill  of  Zion.     I  will  declare  the  decree :   the 
Lord  bath  faid  unto  me,   Thou  art  my  Sony  this  day 
have  I  begotten  thee.     Be  wife  now,  therefore^  '  O  ye 
kings :  be  injlru£ledy  ye  judges  of  the  earth.     Serve  the 
Lord  with  feary  and  rejoice  with  trembling.     Kifs  the 
Son  lejl  he  be  angry  y  and  ye  perijh  from  the  way,  when 
his  wrath  is   kindled  but  a  little.      Bleffed  are  all 
they  that  put  their  truji  in  him.    Pfal.  ii.     Here  is  no 
curfe  to  them  that  truft  in  the  Son  of  God  and  King 
of  Zion,  but  an  eternal  bleffing;    and  no  blefling 
can  be  upon  thofc  that  truft  in  Chrift  if  |ic  be  not 
God  i  but  he  is  truly  and  properly  God,  and  there* 
(ore  thofe  that  truft  in  him  are  doubly  blefled. 

lelki 
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Ule^d  is  the  man  thai  iru/lM  in  tbe  Lati^  mi^A^ 
hope  the  Lmrdis :  for  be  fiaU  be  as  a  tree  flmutHif 
tbe  waters  f  and  ibaf  JpreaAtb  mu  ber  twas  by  ibi 
river,  and Jb(df mt fee wben beat eeme0 i  bnibir krf 
Jball  be  ffem,  and  Jball  ngt  be  can^l  in  tbi  year  if 
drengbt^neitberJbaUeeafefrim^dit^frmti  Jcnxvu* 

As  tbe  objed  of  the  fmats  Idvc.-^/Sr  tbal  lov^h 
father  or  motb4rs  wife  cr  cbildren,  more  tban  me,  is 
not  worthy  rf  me.  And  adds^  If  any  man  come  unto 
nte,  and  batetb  not  bis  father  and  mother,  and  even  bis 
own  life  alfo,  be  cannot  be  ny  difciple*  Surely,  if 
Chrift  be  not  God,  he  hath  zealoufly  afie^ted  u$,  but 
not  well ;  for  we  are  commanded  to  love  the  Lord  our 
God  with  all  our  beartj  and  with  all  our  foul^  mindi 

• 

and  ftrcngth.  And>  as  Chrift  demands  this  love  of 
all  the  laints^  he  muft  be  God ;  and  ib  he  is  i  and 
therefore  we  can  never  love  him  enough.  And 
thofe  who  dearly  love  the  Son  of  God,  God  the 
Father  is  well  pleafed  mth—He  that  lovetb  me  Jball 
be  loved  (f  tny  Father^  and  I  will  love  bim,  and  will 
manifeji,  myfelf  to  bim.  John  xiv.  2i.  And  he  adds* 
^e  Father  bimfelf  lovetb  you,  becaufe  ye  have  loved 
me,  and  have  believed,  that  I  came  ttuifrom  God.  Joha 
xvi,  27. 

As  an  obje6t  of  prayer.— Almoft  every  recipient 
of  a  bodily  cure  and  of  fpecial  grace,  in  the  days  of 
liis  fleih,. prayed  to  him  before  they  obtained  either  1 
and  prayer  is  a  branch  of  divine  worChip:  yea»^ 
they  worfhipped  him  with  divine  adorationj  as  the 

F  tenth 
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i^aiirkfMr.UMit  wM  hdted^  vho  recurned  to  give 

fjfiSf"Mt-Q»d  r   tkt  woo^an  wkh  her  bkxxiy  iflU& 

i^«  >q4  ^o  £7i!flf)lKmciaii  i«otnan;  ycti  and  all 

ibr  apoftte^  ^Ifey '  oa  die  moimt  of  OtlytCy  vfhtn 

Igtr  W8^  takea  fcom  ihem  dp  inio  boaveriy  wojcfhippeck. 

bim.as  hie  vreitf  qp*    And  aU  i)ie  heavenlj  hoSt  9or^ 

(hipped  the  Firft-born  when  he  was  brought  into  the 

wodd;    and^   Stephen,   that   evafigelical   deacon,- 

hr^athod.  oat  die  feUowing  petUk>n  to  him  with  hi» 

expiriAg  breath. — And  they  Jhned-  Stephen^  cdling 

upofi^'Gody  mi  Joying^  Lord  Jefus,  receive  ntfjpiritm 

And  be  kneeled  dwm^  and  cried  with  a  hud  veice. 

Lord,  lagh  not  this  Jin  to  their  charge.    Atd  ^ben  be 

had  fdM  this  be  fdL  c^ep.    A.Gi%  yiu  59,  60.     But 

w€-  need  not  wonder  at  Stephen  putting  up  his  I^ 

praf er  to  Chrift ;  Stephen  knev^  h»m>  and  bad  the 

ipirit  of  Application  in  hhn ;  and*the  Spirit  always 

leftiSes  of  Cbrifty  and  glorifies  him  aUb — He  Jball 

glorify  me.     And^  befides,  Stephen  had  a  view  of 

the  Saviour;  he  faw  the  heavens    open,  and  Je/ns 

Jkanding  at  the  right  hand  of  God.     And  we  know 

tNat,  if  Chrift  be  not  God,  ho  could  not  be  admitted 

to  the  right  band  of  the  Majejiy  on  high.  Heb.  i.  3, 

Hence  it  is  plain  that  all  who  debafe  the  Saviour*  to 

the  level  of  a  mere  creature  are  ignorant  of  him  i 

ihey  have  never  known  him  noF  feen  him.     But  alt 

believers  do  fee  him,  though  not  in  that  miraculous 

manner  Stephen  did;     Tet  a  little  while  and  the  world 

Metk  me  no  more ;  hut  ye  fie  me :  and  becauje  I  Irve  ye 

f>al!  Hve^a^o.  John ^iv/ 15, 

As 
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fH  a  ft^Jrtdation.— ^What  fecurJty'  coufd  H  pirith^ 
Ing  fihner  t^pt&  by  vertturing  his  eternal  all  upoii 
any  thing  lef»  than  God  t  A  human  arm>  and  all 
human  worki^  are  buf  a  fahdy  foundation,-  whifch 
moft  giTe  way  when  the  fiery  triali  the  dying  houf,- 
end  the  day  of  judgment  come  to  try  it.  But  Chrift 
h  an  elcft,  precious,  tried  (lone,  and  a  furc  fbunda* 
tion  J  but  not  as  a  nwrc  than — I^ot  ivbo  ir  God^fihb 
fbe  iMrd?  And  'i»b&  is  a  rocky  Jctve  6ur  Godf  i  Saitr* 
Mcii.  52.  He  that  ventures  herd  is  fafd,  foi*  the 
gates  o(  hell  (hall  never  prevail,  either  againft  the 
feondatioh  or  the  fiiperftruAufc*  PFboJbever  bearetb 
ibifefjyings  tf  tnine,  dnd  duftb  tbim^  is  like  unio  a  wife 
many  ^bkb  bnili  bis  boufe  upm  a  rock  i  and  xt^en  the 
tedns  defcehded,  and  tb}f  floods  came,  and  tbe  xvirtds 
Uettr  and  beat  ilpoH  tbaf  boufe,  it  fell  not,  for  it 
itas  founded  upon  a  rock.  Matt.  vii.  24,  25^  In  afl 
Ais,  my  dbarly-belovcd  brother,  I  hav^  endea- 
voured, as  &r  as  God  hath  enabled  me,  tb  caft  up 
tfie  high  Way,  in  t>ppoflcioft  to  thAii  wha  obfcurtf 
and  deltroy  the  way  of  otir  paths:  But  we  have 
the  promife  that  (bmc  fhall  be  raifcd  up  and  be  en*- 
Kghtcned,  and  fhall  be  called  healers  of  the  bfdarh, 
and  rcftorcrs:  of  paths  to  dwell  in";  and  thefe  are  thd 
good  old  paths  which  the  juft  are  to  inquire  after,  and 
CO  walk  in,  and  in  Which  they  arc  to  find  reft  for  theit^ 
fouls.  J6r.  vi.  16.  Pot  never  furely  was  there  mote 
oppofition  tmAt  to  the  divinity  of  flip  Sort  of  God, 
acid  Co  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  than  in  the* 
prefcnt  day;  But,  if  Arfoundations'iie'defiroyedy  t^bat' 

'     Fa  Jball 
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fiM  tbi  fifbtMU  dot  The  wicked  can  rgcuce  in 
Zion's  calamity — Rafe  it,  Rqfe  it,  even  to  thefounda- 
tion  tbertof.  But  what  (hall  the  righteous  do  ?  Chrift 
i^  the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs  i  and  he  is  the  rock,  his 
work  is  perfe^i  for  all  his  ways  are  judgment ;  a  God, 
rf  truth,  and  without  iniquity,  juji  and  right  is  be. 
Deut.  xxxii.  4.  To  remove  thele  foundations  is  to 
ftrip  Zion  both  of  her  ornaments  and  bulwarks, 
and  to  leave  her  as  a  cottage  in  a  vineyard,  or  as  a 
lodge  in  a  garden  of  cucumbers,  as  a  hefieged  city,  I  (a. 
L8. 

'  A  moft  daring,  bold,  prefumptuous  mm,  not 
long  (incc,  had  the  effrontery  to  declare  in  public, 
^.'  that  Chrift  was  no  more  God  than  he  was ;  fo  &r 
(Fai^  he)  from  his  being  God,  he  did  not  know 
the  time  of  Jerufalem's  deftrudlion//  Alluding 
to  the  following  paflage,  which  he  thought  was  a 
full  proof  of  it — But  of  that  day  and  that  hour  inoweth 
no  many  no  not  the  angels  which  are  in  heave^,  neither 
the  Son,  iut  the  Father.  Mark  xiii.  32.  Wc  know 
that  the  human  nature  of  Chrid  is  not  omnifcient : 
as  man  he  grew  in  wifdom  and  injiature.  I  wonder 
this  poor  child  of  Satan  did  not  go  a  little  furtheri^ 
and  prove  him  to  be  blind  alfo;  the  fcriptures 
would  have  borne  him  out  according  to  the  light 
which  is  in  htm,  for  his  light  is  darknefs.  If^ho  is 
blind  but  my  fervant  ?  or  deaf,  as  my  mejfenger  that  I 
fent  ?  If'ho  is  blind  as  he  that  is  perfeS,  and  blind  as 
the  Ijord's fervant?  Seeing  many  things,  but  thou  ob-^ 
jervejl  not :  opening  the  ears,  but  he  beareth  not.     The 

Lord 


{    ^9    ) 

Zjiri  is  'weUpUqfed  for  bis  rigbteoufnefs  fake  j  be  'will 
magnify  the  law  and  make  it  btmourable.  Ifaiah  xHi. 
19 — 21.     Though  men  might  call  him  blindi  yet 
he  was  perfe&>  and  feeing  many  things.  Who  is  deaf 
as  my  roeflenger  ?  ofkning  the  ears>  but  rhou  beareft 
not.     Though  he  was  blind  yet  h^  faw  many  things; 
andy  though  he  was  deaf^  yet  he  opened  the  ears  of 
others.     And  one  of  the  many  things>  which  the 
Lord's  perfed  meflcnger  faw,  was  the  day  of  Jeru- 
felcm's  deftrudtion ;  and  this  he  declared  eight  or 
j)ine  hundred  years  before  it  came  to  pafs.     /  baw 
troddm  tbe  winc^prefs  abme^  and  of  tbe  people  Ibere  was 
none  wiib  me.    For  I  will  tread  tbem  in  mine  anger ^ 
and  trample  tbem  in  .my  fury^  and  their  blood  foall  be 
Jprinkled  tipon  my  garments ^  and  I  will  ftmn  all  my 
raiment.    For  tbe  day  of  vengeance  is  in  mine  heart, 
and  tbe  year,  of  my  redeemed  is  come.  I  fa.  lxiii«  3,  4. 
The  day  of  vengeance^  that  was  in  his  heart»  was 
the  day  of  Jerufalem's  dcftruAion— i>/  not  them 
thai  are  in  the  countries  enter  into  the  city  i  /&r  thj^e 
be  tbe  da^s  of  vengeance.  liikcxxi.  ^^,    Tbe  year 
of  his  redeemed  was  not  the  year  in  which  Chriil 
died,  when  he  rediscmcd  his  eled  from  death  and 
hell;   but  the  time  of  the  faints'  redemption  from 
Jewish  periecution — 4ttd9  when  ye  fee  tbe/e  things 
come  to  pafs,  then  look  up,  and  lift  up  your  heads ^  for 
your  redemption  draweth  nigb.  Luke  Ta\f  2i.    Chrifl: 
redeems  his  people  from  the  deceit  am)  violence  of 
mtn,  as  well  as  fron)  the  wrath  of  God ;  and  precious 
fiall  their  blood  be  in  bisftgbt.  Plal,  kxii.  ly     And 
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fb  the  Jews  found  ic  when  ail  the  righteous  blood 
ib^d,  from  the  blood  of  Abel  {k>  Zacb^ri»s>  wm 
required  of  th^t  gencratioPt 

The  going  forth  of  the  commandmenjt  to.  buikl 
Jerufalemi  and  from  that  time  to  the  comifig^  of 
MeflBah  the  Prince,  and  to  the  aitting  oflF  tha 
Meifiah;  and  the  people  of  the  Ronoan  prinoe 
that,  was  to  corae  to  Jerufalem  to  dcftroy  the- city 
and  the  fenftuary;  together  with  the  fevcp  years* 
peace  with  many  nations,  which  the  Romans  were 
to  make  during  the  time  of  their  war  with  tha 
Jews,  till  God's  decreed  indignation  was  poureci 
out  upon  the  defolate  $  were  all  foretold'  by  the  ange] 
Gabriel  to  Daniel,  Dan.  ix.  ac-r^iS.  And  the 
>vhoIe  of  this  matter  ^as  made  known  to  Gabrid 
by  &  tnzn  clothed  in  linen,  which,  was  no  other 
than  the  High-priofl:  of  our  profe(!ion.  jAid  I 
heard  a  rnarC^  vaice  hitio$m  the  banks  tf  Ulai,  zobicB 
talkd  and  Jaidy  GabrUly  makg  this  man  to  undef^aad 
th^vijm,  Dan.  viii.  i6.  Hence  it  appears  that, 
ihough  he  knew  not  thao  woful  day  as  man,  yet  he 
knew  it  as  God,  arid  highly  refented  their  cruej 
treatment  of  him,  and  their  blafphemy  againft  his 
.  Holy  Spirit ;  for  it  wi^s  Chrift  that  executed  that 
fcarfol  judgment  upon  them,  God  having  com* 
mitted  all  judgment  to  the  Son,  and  all  power  in 
heaven  and  on  earth.  And  he  difplayed  it  with  a 
witnefi,  as  he  foretold  them  he  would — Tta^  «ww 
otvn  familiar  friend  in  whom  I  trufied,  which  did 
eat  of  tny  hcad^   bath  lift  up  bis  hfel  againft  me. 
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BuitboUy  O  Lardy  be  merciful  unto  me,  andraifeme 
mpj  that  I  mof  r^uite  them.  Pfakn  xli.  9.  10.  And 
he  did  requite  them :  for  it  was  he  that  muftcrcd 
the  Roman  arrtjj  and  •  btoHghj  k^  againft  them : 
and  the  appearance  of  that  was  the  fi^i  of  the  Son  of 
mofi  in  teiveHi  whih  all^iife  trik^  of  iht  eMb  ^ioere 
to  mourn.  Matt.  xxhr.  ;)a  It  hi  Jews  had  long  re- 
quired of  him  a  fign  from  heaven,  ^nd  he  gave  them 
one.  The  deftruftion  and  defolation  of  the  Jews 
was  not  to  come  till  Meffiah  was,  cut  oflF;  and  the^r 
ruin  and  dcftrudlion  was  a  fure  fign  that  Jcfus  was 
the  MeQiah ;  and,  though  the  Mind  Jews  could  not 
fee  it,  thfe  children  of  fight  did. 

'Thcfe,'  my  dearly-beloved  brbtho',  iri  tht  ttiih 
chat  labour  at  2!!on*s  foundation,  which  tS  tli^rrt  i^  i 
ftumbling-ftorie  and  a  rdcR  of  6flfe«c6  j  kritf  ttftftfftefii 
do  they  prevail,  dH  the  foundations  afW  ilmtfft  hirf, 
±n&  thAi  God  raifes  up  otheH  tb  bring  thtfm'  tofth 
again.  J?iJ  tb^  that  jhall  ht  of  tUe  ftjaU  Mid 
the  old  ivajle  places :  thou  fhatt  raife  Up  ike  fokrida^ 
fions  of  many  generations ',  and  tbdU  fbalt  be  ealled,  the 
Repairer  of  the  breach,  the  Reft  or  er  df  piths  to  dtbiU 
in.  Ifa.Mii.  12.  Thus  fdmd  bViftg  to  fight,  artd 
fonie  bury  J  fonic  pull  Amt,  ^nd'  fome  bdlld  op; 
He  that  is  not  with  me  is  againft  fne,  and'  be  rhitt  gtt^ 
theretb  not  with  me\fcdttere^.  ^ 

True,  yoke-fellow,  aidteO.  .Grd^e  and  petfc^&ft 
imiltiplied.     So  prays 

Yx^Ura  in  the  path  of  tribdaiion;  > 

W.  HUNTINGTON,  S.S. 
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l-ETTER    V|n,, 

,    3*0  the  Rfu.  J.  JenkinS)  at  the  new  Vicarage^ 

Jjsms^  Suffers  i 

'    Dearfy'hiloved  and  longed-for^  fnyjoy^  and  tlfe  crown 

of  my  rejoicing! 

I  wisfi  above  all  things  that  thoq  inayeit 
profper  in  thy  labours,  ^nd  be  iq  he^ch  for  the 
^orkj  knowing  that  hard  labour  and  ^  frail  taber- 
nacle mj^p  MS  rjiQvc  hcayily  :  but  our  G<Hi  h^s  pro- 
knifed  tfiati  as  oyr  di|y  fo  (hall  our  ftrength  be.  ( 
(hall  now  refqme  p)y  former  fubjedtj  as  I  find  yo^ 
^e  by  nQ  means  w<;ary  of  it,  And  wb^t  I  purpof^ 
to  fend  to  my  de^r  brother  is  fomething  of  the  unc- 
tuous experience  which  believers  haye  of  the  glor 
nous  myflery  that  I  have  been  writing  about,  | 
ibewed  you  in  a  form^^r  epiftle  that  if  eyer  our  he^u-ts 
Were  cqmfprtedj  if  they  were  ever  knit  together  ip 
love,  and  if  eyer  we  come  to  thp  full  a9urance  of 
underftandingi  it  muft  bp  by  an  humble  ackncw^ 
fedgment  rf  the  mjffiery  pf  God^  and  rf  tbe  Father^ 
0Hd  rf  Ckrifij  i»  wbm  are  hid  ail  the  treafures  of 
Hcifdowk  and  kn^kdge.    Col.  ii.  2,  3.     This  myf* 

'  ft  •     • 

tery  is  not.  only  to  be  acknowledged  or  allented  tQ 
as  a  revealed  trtith,  by t  it  is  to  be  embrecec^  by  faith, 
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indto  fae  fcdd,  abd  lidil  fiifti  at  many  violent  aad 

unwcaiiflj  attacks,  iMxh  faf  derils  atai  heretics,  w31 

be  UMbde  aguift  it;  and,  if  mrcT' are  iinlaiind  or  uo^ 

lecded  io  ihe  ground*work  cm'  foundation,  aU  the  i«ft ^ 

vfU  be  oat  of  order.  The  building  cannot  be  fitly 

framed,  according  to  the  account  of  a  wife  xn^Rck 

))uildpr,  tudefs  die  glorious  prc^tetor  of  the:foyUdi 

ing  be  favingly  known  ;  for  it  is  a  tnyfticdl  buildingi 

founded  in  faiths  and  cemented  toge^er  io  Joye,  and 

grows  up  in  wifdom,  knowledge,  and  power,  not  bf 

human  might,,nor  by  the  power  of  free-vvill,  iut  ijt 

VaJ^^i  J^^  f^f  ^^^  ^  ^^P'  i  Take  the  gpoftIe> 

fCcouQt — N^w$  iberrf^e,  ye  ^rfne  m&cefiran^s  Mi, 

fmipfprsr  biftftUfiw  citiinns  vntb'f^e Joints ^ni^f  tH 

beufibM  df  God  %  itnd  are  buHt  tfjton  thefounJ^m  tf 

the  0tpqftk^  and  frepbeUy  Jtfus  Chfiji  bUf^elfiiipg  fbe^ 

fbief  cem^rfion^  \  in  whom  aU  the  huUdmg^fit^ framed 

togetker^  frfwetb  unto  an  holy  iewpk  in  tbe  Lordi  in 

whom  you  ^  are  buHded  togetberfor  an  baiitation  of 

(tcH  tbrpuglf^  the  Spirit.     Sph,  il  19-^2 2,    The 

appiftk  tells  lis  th^t  tl>e  living  ftoncs,  tbe  choice  ma^ 

icrials  of  this  building,  are  God's  houfchold,  freeboro 

citizens  I  aiid  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  chief  corner- 

ftone  that  vnifes  all  faints,  Ji^ws  and  Gendles,  ante- 

dilufrian   ai)d  -poftdiUivian   faints    together  1    and 

that  the  buiMiflg  grows  up  into  an;  holy  temple  in  the 

liord,  pn  habitation  of  God  through  the  Spirit*    If 

pod  the  3on  be  left  out  of  our  faith,  there  is  no 

foundation ;  and  if  God  the  Father,  or  the  Holy. 

^pirit^  be  left  put|  whefe  is  the  inhabitant  ^  It'xsanba^ 

biiation 
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hiiafim  rf GodsHro^h. tbr. Spirt l  Chclft  is  A^nttt*^ 
fcft  objed  to  faiths  ariour.Mediatoir*  Tebdikod  ioGmk 
kelieveMfotH  fai\  tor  tffff>'igh  vhi'i't  w?  jpehcvghft'tNfirfi 
ivfaa  ^^  bim  fram  the:  dead,  i  Fccqr  t^  2f« '.  And 
wei'cceirc  the  promile  of  the  Spiricithroogh  fakh; 
Here  is  the  iDyfteij)  ^idi  kys  hoki  d'Jefii&Ciiiift^ 
and  through  him  we  believe  in  God  the  Father,  and^ 
upon  our  believing  we  receive  the  Spirit  through  fasth^ 
l»)d  are  fealed  by  him.    This  is  the  groiind«work| 
the  bft&j  and  power,  on  which  faith  (lands  or  reft&  \ 
all  building  is  in  vain  without  this.  Buildh^  yourfihdi 
np  on  yourmtj/i  bolyfaitb,  praying  in  the  Hofy  Gbdft^ 
keep  your/elves  in  the  love  ^f  Gods  looking  for  the  mercy 
efour  LordJ^s  Chrifi  unio^eternai  /{ft,  Judeao,  i  r  • 
The  moft  Hdy  Trinity  is  the  myftetyon  wht<ih 
feith  refts ;  and  we  Hand  by  faith>  Of  reft  oA  the 
powerful  confidence  vVhich  the  ^rn>  of  God  reveals 
in  us.    Hence  the  exhortation>  Uold  the  inyfiery  of 
faith  in  a  pure  confdenee.  i  Tim.  iik  9.  This  is  eidled 
building  up  ourfelves  on  our  moft  holy  faith,  t^'aith  is 
the  Fathcr^s  gift  to  us  through  Chrift>  and  fronfi  his 
falnefs  it  comes,  and  by  the  operation  of  the  Spirft 
k  is  wrought  in  U9>  and  tlitrefofc  called  a  fruit  of  the 
Spirit;  this  is  the  bafis,  namely,  the/Hoiy  Tritfity. 
Love  is  the  bond  6f  union,  or  the  grand  cement  thaf 
comrpafte  andbuikkup;  charity  edifieth,  (^  raifei 
the  edifice.     Hence  we  read  of  Ae  love  of  God  vb 
«s,  in'  giving  the  Son ;  artd"  the  love  of  the  Son,  irt 
laying  dowft  his  life  for  us  \  and  the  love  of  the  Holy 
Ghoftalfo»  No'^Ihifeechyoii^ff^  theL^rdJefufChrifi'^s 
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JoH  and  for  dbeJixue  of  the  Sprit.  Kom.  xv.  ^o, 
hvi/t  trf  .thelTrinity  to  us  is  fhc  bond  of  union, 
wkteh^  when  percctvod  by  fiith,  anii-  etijoyed,*  It?ads 
CO  a  mpft  blefied  freedom  and  feimiliarify  with  tha 
Father,  Son,  and  SplriiiWyow  read,  And  f^  make  aS 
men  fee  ^hat  kthefolbvojbif  of  the  myji^yv^^.  Hi.  b. 
We  c^n Jiave  fbllowihfp  with  nothihg  feut  pe rJbns ; 
there  is  no  fellaw&ip  web  names.    Th§f^-  thtHp  l^avt 
1  writ  tat  vnt&  jroi,  that  yon  mc^  ha'tfefgU^wjhip  toifh 
MSI  end  truly  our  fellom/hip  is  ^tk  the  F^tier;  snd 
viih  bis  Son  Jefus  Cbrifi,  i  John  L  j*  And  yoo  read 
of  the  comfort  oflove^  and  ^xhcfcilo^Jl}^  sfthe  SfhiK 
Phil.  ii.  I*  ^Hence  the  foundadon  of  vitaj  godtine6 
i&  God^-*Father,  Son»  and  Spirit,   Faith  apprehends 
d)t$,  and  by^fl  iuil  perfuafion  ilays  the  mind  rhorfoh^^ 
love  is  the  cementing  bond  that  unites  the  foul  ta 
God.  He  that  lovetb  dwellitb  iipGod,  and  Gad  in  him ; 
that  is,  he  abtdeth  in  thcTrinity  iht  afcidcth  in  the 
Son,  and  in>  the  Fdtber.  Jifid  it  is  added,  jfs  thai 
immttng  bath  tattghtyou,  y<m^all  ttUde  m.  him.  Reat) 
1  John  ii.  27.     H^fc    is  ouk  inbcing  and  abid- 
ing in  the  Facher,  Son,  and  Spirit ;  and  feUo wOiip  it 
(be  ef&£t  of  this  tinion* 

True  fettowQup  among  men  is  a  company  of  rcaf 
friends  meeting  together  in  love.  God  mas  in  Cbrijf 
r$ion^Umg  the  worid  io  bimfelf.  ff^hen'  ice  were 
etmn^y  we  'BOere  reconciled  to  God'  By  'the  deatS 
tflAs  Son*  And* the  Holy  Ghoft  applies  the  word  o^ 
teeoncilifthon.    Henceforth  IcaHycu  notfervdnfs ;  for 

^e/^nmft  htowetk  natiiobirt  bir  tord^oetb^  But  ryave 
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tailed  you  frmds  \  for  a[l  things  that  Have  beard  ef 
fnj  Father  1  have  n^ade  known  unto  you.  John  xv.  15. 
Pcrfons  in  fellowihip  ofcea  meet  and .  aflbciate'  to- 
gether.   Believers,  iwich  their  cofifeffiOns^   pr ayerst 
praifesi.and  diank-offerin^>  pay  their  conilant  vifics 
to  their  God:  and  in  their  conckifive  dbxologies 
addrefs  all  the  three  divine  perfons  dffiin^y  ^  and 
bv  thefe  we  afcend,  in  &ich  and  afficdioni  to  the  Al« 
mighty.  And>  with  refpe£t  to  the  fenfiUe  enjoyment 
of  Gpd*s  prcftnce,  the  Holy  Trinity  often  condelceods 
to  vifit  us*    If  a  man  love  me  he  ivill  keep  my  words  j 
and  my  Father  will  love  him,  and  we  will  come  unto  him, 
and  make  our  abode  with  him.  John'xiv.  23.     And 
the  Holy  Ghoft  comes  alfo — 1  will  fend  you  a  Com- 
forter^  who  Jhall  abide  with  you  for  ever.     Thus 
4oes  the  holy  and  blefled  Trinity  vific  and  take  up 
their  ^bode  with  believing  fouls. 
.    Perfons  in  real  uiiion  and  fellowihip*  are  a  com- 
fort to  each  other>  and  partake  of  each  other's  joys. 
^nd  I  wUl  pray  the  Father^  and  he  fball  give  you  another 
eomfortery  that  he  may  abide  with  you  for  ever.  John 
xiv.  16.  Chrift  does  not  lay,  "  I  myfelf  will  pray  to 
myfelf^  that  I  may  fend  myfelfi"  which  would  have 
been  the  right  way  x)f  exprefling  the  matter^  if  there 
'  were  but  one  perfon  in  the  Trinity :  but  "  I  will  pray 
the  Father.'*  Here  is  Chrift  upon  earth  praying;  the 
Father  in  heaven  prayed  unto  i  and  another  Com- 
forKr,ydiftin£t  from  them  both  1  prayed  for.     The 
Father  comforts  us  by  revealing  his  dear  $on  in  us^ 
^nd  by  accepting  us  in  the  belov^d^  an(}  appearing 

well- 
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well-pleafed  with  us  in  his  rightcou&efi.  Jhd^  in 
that  day  tbou.  JbcUt  Jay^  0  Lordj  I  will  fraife  thee  : 
though  thou  waft  angry  with  me,  thine  anger  is  turned 
away,  and  thou  comforteft  me^  Ilai.  xii.  i.  The  Sa^ 
viour  comforts  us  by  fpeaking  the  word  of  eternal, 
life  to  our  hearts.  My  word  is/pirit,  and  nry  word  is 
Ufe.  My  Jbeep  hear  my  voice%  and  foUdw  me^  and 
I  give  unto  them  eternal  life,  and  they  ftiaU  never  periflh 
neither  Jball  any  plufk  them  out  of  my  hand.  John  x. 
27,  a8.  This  is  ntf  comfort  in  my  qffliSiiqn  -,  for  /Ajf 
'word  bath  quickened  me.  Pfalm  cxix.  50.  The  Holy 
Spirit  comforts  us^  by  applying  the  promifes  to  us, 
and  attending  them  with  power ;  the  word  comes 
with  power  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  in  much  aflu- 
ranee  s  which  power  brings  peace,  joy,  and  gladnefs 
of  heart  -,  which  is  called  the  fincere  milk  of  the 
word ;  and  fo  it  is  written.  Rejoice  with  JerufaUm,  and 
be  glad  with  her^  all  ye  that  lave  her  i  rgoice  for  joy 
with  her,  ail  ye  that  mourn  for  her  j  that  ye  may  /uck, 
and  be/at isfied  with  the  breafts  of  her  confblations ;  that 
ye  may  milk  out,  and  be  delighted  with  the  abundance  of 
her  glory.  For  thus  faith  the  Lord,  Behold,  I  withex- 
tend  peace  to  her  like  a  river ^  and  the  glory  of  the  Gen-^ 
tiles  like  a  flowing  ftr earn  i  then  fball  ye  fuck,  ye  fball  be 
borne  upon  her  fides,  and  be  dandled  upon  her  kn^es^ 
As  one  whom  his  mother  comforteth,fo  will  I  comfort 
you  i  and  yejhall  be  comforted  in  JerufaUm.  Ifai.  Ixvi. 
10 — 12-  This  joy,  confblation,  love,  and  peace, 
arc  in  the  New  Tcftamcnt  called  the  fruits  of  the 
Spirit.  Gal,  v.  22. 

Perfons 
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Perfons.  in  trae  fi^Uov^ipr  hare  gi^t  c^lideriNF 
in  eachother^  and  know  mix^lvof  each  ochet's  minds  ^' 
Mi  ib  it  is  with  God  and  his  faims.  In  the  ^iKs"^ 
worft  hours.  th<?y  believe  without  doubting'tht  truth 
of  God^  and  tht  truth  of  the  whole  of  his  wdtxf } 
whether  they  can  take  the  comfort  of  k  or  not,  they 
know  k  is  crttc^  and  that  God,  the  author  of  it,  is  true  i 
and>  as  God  is  true,  fo  he  makes  his  children  found 
Iff  the  truth,  lovers  of  it,  and  earneft  contender^  fot 
it»  and  fworrt  enemies  to  all  falfe  doctrines.  F&r  hi 
Jbidy  Surefy  they  are  tr^  feopkicbHdren  that  will  not  Ih  i 
Jo  be  tt^as  their  Javkur.  Ifai.  hlii.  8.  They  know 
much  of  each  other's  minds  ;  and  fo  it  is  with  Gocf 
and  his  cfcft:  they  arc  made  acquainted  with  God 
the  Father's  fecret  purpofcs  of  grace,  of  his  coun-^ 
feb  and  his  Covenant,  of  his  good  will  of  puipofc  antf 
ofpromife  in-Chrift  Jcfos  before  the  world  began* 
Chrift  choofts  us  out  of  the  world,  and  difcovers' 
himfcif  to  us,  with  all  his  finilhed  work  and  faving 
benefits  j  while  the  Holy  Spirit  takes  of  the  things 
that  are  his,  and  fliews  them  to  us,  and  makes  thcitl 
manifeft  in  our  hearts,  and  fecretly  feals  us  Up  to  the 
day  of  redemption. 

Perfons  in  feltowfhip  often  feafl:  and  banquet  to- 
gether. The  Father  makes  us  a  feajl  of  fat  things^  of 
marrow  andfainefs,  and  of  wines  on  the  lees  well  ri- 
jked.  ffai.  xxv.  6.  Which  glorious  feaft  is  the  offer- 
iTTg  up  of  Chrift  (in  facrifice)  once  for  us  all;  This 
IS  bringing  forrii  the  fatted  calf  to  entertain  the  re- 
turning prodigals,  Wifdom  fays,  She  hath  kiUedher 
I  bea^s^ 


AiM^.  ^<im^'  est  if  H^  t¥eady  und-Mfik  cf  the  wine 
itMcb  I  bavk  minted.'  Prov.  'ixi  2,  5.  Arid  no 
iboner  dots  *  ifie  poor  pcrifhing  finncr^s  •  mind  and 
cNMifdMce  feift  upon  fais  fin- ttoning  blood  and  fife-i 
giving  fkfc,  Ibut'ithg  fite  of  Ihbred  luft»,  the  fkrjr 
iMttli  of  a  broken  law^  and  rbeficrjr^rts  of  Satan,^ 
»«  ait  qiiebeiied  Md^irptFfed^  whiltilthe  Hoffy  Sptrir 
an^bii  grace  ddw  in,  and^^swpdiadiyw  tht  foul  with 
tli»4Hco^rf-ofvClmft>  i^  the  end  ef  the  law  for 
aghfeotrSid^.  -Ifa^^dsfwn  uhder  bisJhad9W  with  great . 
dM^i'Md^rfi^tHf^wdsfwiti  to  my  taftt.  Song  iir  j/ 
AfHT/'i^'tfie^Aliri^-btAqtfets  usi  fo  does  he  feaft 
aria-  fifta^bte'tW  fathFaafoir  CHrift  made  for  fin, 
slnd''ij|kW'-tRcfru?fi  df'hii  oWn  implanted  grace. 
But  tWfdthir  '^idta '  Fis  fervants,  Bring  forth  the  Hejt 
fotty  rndpitii  hi  brmi  and f tit  a  ring  on  his  handy 
mJfioeim'bis  'ptti  and  bring  hither  the  fatted  calf 
airdkiSity  aftd  let  us  eat  and  be  merry.  Luke  xv-  22, 
23.  And  the  Sartowr  fays,  /  am  come  into  my  garden^ 
fny  fifierynrf^uje\  I  have  gathered  my  myrrh  with 
fnyffice^  l  have -eaten  wy  honeycomb  rtith  my  honeys 
Ib4ve  drank  my  wine  ttnth  my  milk:  eaty  O  friends^ 
ifmk^  yeay  drink  abundantfyy  O  beloved.  Song  v.  i* 
Nor  b  the  Holy  Spirit  lefs  entertained,  when  we  are 
Ryely  und^r  his  inBucnce,  obfervant  of  his  inftruc- 
tk>fls>  and  obedient  to  hts  diAafes ;.  as  appears  by  the 
approbattOD  that  he  gives,  the  witnefs  that  he  bears 
to  our  hearts,  and  by  filHng'  us  with  more  of  his 
grace>  while  we  a«&  bfciSng  him  fof  whai  we  have  got. 

When 


When  the  apoftks  were  aflprehttidkd  And  takelT 
before  the  couocil  ,of  the  Jcw%  and  cbreauned 
and  charged  co  teach  no  more  in  the  name  of 
Jefus,  the  Spirit  of  God  enabled  them  lo  ijpeak  with. 
fuch  fortitude  that  the  council  marvelled  i  and>  when 
they  joined  their  own  coinpany»  and  pi$  .^p  t^ir 
united  prayers^  the  Holy  Spirit  ihopk  the  vefy  houfej 
and  filled  them  all  ag^in*  jfyd  u^ben  tbef  bad  pnffed 
tie  place  wasJhiAm  wbtr^  tbty  ivtre  ^^embkd  togc-^. 
tber ;  andtbfy  Wire  aUfiUd  KUnib  tbe  Hriy  Gbqfi^  aaS 
Jpake  the  ward  (^  God  vfUb  beldn^.  A^  jtr.  3 1.  For^ 
as  the  Spirit  is  faid  to  Jbe  grieved  Iqf.  the  fioa  pf  focod 
men,  and  to  be  vexed  and  rebelled  «§snnft  bf  others  1 
fo  he  rejoices  in  fome,  approves  of  otben^  wd  for«^ 
tifies  theoi  to  the  allopi(bntenC  of  dici?  iQoit  iarc** 
lerate  perfecutors^  Philip^  when  lie  obeyed  the 
Spirit's  voice^  and  joined  bimielf  Co  (he  Ethiopian's 
chariot,  and  preached  Jefus  to  \!i^mweu  caa^t eme^ 
by  tbe  Spirit  of  tbe  L&rd^  and  w As  found  ai  Aamtus% 
A  As  viii.  ^  9, 40.  He  fordfied,  fiinn(hed|  and  em* 
boldened  Paul  before  the  Roman  govtfiiori  that 
Felir  trembled  when  Paul  ftood  uDdaunted«  He 
made  Stephen's  £ice  Ihihe  like  the  face  of  an  ange)| 
when  his  perfecutors  gnafhed  their  teeth  with  angui(h 
and  dtfperacion;  and  made  Paul  and  Silas  fin^  the 
high  praifes  of  God  in  the  priibn  at  midnight;,  and 
fent  an  Earthquake  and  (hook  the  prifon  to  the  foun- 
dation thereof^  and  opened  the  doors  of  it»  and  made 
the  chains  fall  from  off  the  criminalsj  to  let  them 
know  that  he  proclaim^  liberty  to  captives-^i^w  where 
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B>e  tfirit  of  the  Lord  is,  there  is  liberty  i  and  this  the 
poor  jiSlor  found  ibon  after/to  his  aftoniflimcnr.  In 
all  thefe  'things  it  is  eafy  to  fee  how  the  Holy  Spirit 
K  entertained,  pleiafed,  and  delighted,  when  men 
obey-  his  diftatcs,  and  give  themfelves  up  to  be  led 
by  faim. 

■  Pctfons  in  fcilo^fiiip  are  jointly  engaged :  fo  God 
and  His  people  arc  engaged  in  one  caufe,  and  jointly 
concerned  in  ortc  intereft.   God  is  the  portion  of  his 
people,  iihd  Jacob  is  the  lot  of  God's  inheritance. 
He  mat  todcKcm  the  faints  tbuchcth  the  apple  of 
Gdd's  eye  J  iand  the  faints  hate  them  that  hate  God, 
^  count  diem  fheir  enemies :  they  love  them  that 
!6vc  theUordi  and,  when  any  profeflbrs  turn  their 
backs'  and  forfal^e  God,  as  Judas  did,  the  real  faints 
always  fbrfake  diem«     God's  own  glory,  in  all  his 
works,  is  what  he  aims  ats  and  in  the  defence  of  God's 
gfory  and  honour  are  his  people  engaged.*.  God  feeks 
a  quarrel  with  the  Philiftines,  and  Samfon  will  fight. 
it  out  if  he  die  in  the  field.    God  will  avenge  his 
people  on  the  Egyptians,  and  Moies  engages  the 
whole  riatibn.  The  wicked  Jews  judged  and  con- 
demned  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  apoflles  got  upon 
twelve  thrones  to  judge  and  condemn  them ;  and, 
wTien  they  had  palled  the  fentence  upon    them, 
the  Lord    executed  it.     But,  when  they  per/ecute 
jou  in  this  city,  flee  ye  to  another :  for  verily  I  fay  unio 
yiuf  Tejball  not  have  gone  over  the  cities  of  Ifrael  till  the 
ion  of  man  he  come.    Matt  x.  23.     The  world,  the 
^di,  anal  che  devil,  are  dod's  enemies  j  and  againfl: 
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thefc  do  the  faints  ctf^  pray,  and  fight»  all  their  days; 
and,  if  they  are  foiled  or  overcome,  it  is  called  via*  ' 
knee,  captivity,  or  a  rape,  which  God  will  highly 
refent ;  and,  if  they  are  prefled  beyond  meafure,  and 
defpair  even  of  life,  and  are  thrown  feven  times,  aixl 
complain,  I  die  daily  y  or  for  thy /ah  we  are  killed  all 
the  day  long  $  yet  they  up  and  at  it  ag^n,  and  never 
give  over,  nor  give  up,  till  they  die  j  for  asheiSy  Jo 
are  we  in  this  world,  i  John  iv.  17.  God  Jo  loved 
the  world  that  he  gave  his  only^^egotten  Son,  tbift 
we  might  live  through  him:  and  Chrift  loved  the 
churchy  and  gave  himfelf  for  it.  And  the  Spirit's 
love  appears  in  his  convincing  us  of  (in,  righteouf- 
neis,  and  judgment;  and  in  taking  qp  his  eternal 
abode  with  us,  when  we  were  the  mod  vile,  filthy» 
and  abominable  creatures,  and  to  every  good  work 
reprobate. 

The  faints  have  fufferedall  forts  of  torments,  and 
every  kind  of  death,  that  men  or  devils  could  in- 
vent, rather  than  difhonour  their  God,  or  lofe  their 
exceeding  great  reward :  hence  they  labour  after 
conformity  to  him,  and  difallow  of  every  luft  and 
corruption  that  refifts  his  fovereign  will* 

If  God  arraign,  they  will  not  excufe ;  if  he  punifb, 
they  accept.  If  .he  fearch,  they  fubmit ;  if  he  con- 
-demn,  they  will  not  acquit;  if  he  rebuke  with  fire, 
they  approach  tlje  light ;  if  he  is  wrath,  they  fear 
and  quake ;  if  he  invite,  they  come  up ;  if  he  chaf- 
tcn,  they  fubmit  j  if  he  attraft,  they  follow  on ;  if 
he  frown,  then  they  fear;    if  he  command,  they 

commend  s 


(     83    ) 

commend  i  if  he  forbid,  they  forbear  i  if  he  wich- 
draW)  they  dcfpond ;  if  he  threaten,  they  contraft ; 
if  he  allure,  they  enlarge  j  if  he  is  abfcnt,  they  are 
jealous;  if  he  indulge,  they  make  free;  if  his  anger 
bum,  they  arc  mute ;  if  he  rcfift,  they  withdraw  j  he 
hides  himfcl^  they  go  in  fcarch ;  his  bowels  move, 
their  bowels  yearn ;  if  he  contend,  they  attend ;  if 
kindnels  flow,  their  fpirits  melt  ^  if  he  forgive,  they 
cannot  forget ;  if  he  commune,  their  heart  will  burn  > 
if  he  embrace,  they  fwoon  in  love ;  if  he  bind,  they 
will  not  be  free ;  if  he  pull  down,  they  will  not  build 
up;  if  he  fhould  wounds  none  elfe  fhall  heal ;  if  he  lay 
on,  they  will  not  throw  off;  if  he  detain,  none  ihali 
releale;  if  he  afflid,  they  will  not  be  foothed;  if  he  fhut 
up^  they  will  not  come  out;  if  hedcfcrt,  they  will  not 
be  wooed;  if  he  caufe  grief,  they  will  not  hear  peace; 
and,  if  he  chide,  they  will  not  flee;  he  bends  his  bow, 
they  yield  their  breaft ;  if  he  d^lay,  they  ftill  pcrfift ; 
if  he  deny^  they  will  not  give  up ;  he  will  not  relie ve, 
they  (till  entreat ;  he  fays '  Begone^'  diey  importune ; 
he  ihuts  the  door,  they^nock  the  more. 

The  divine  and  eflemial  Word  has  taken  our  na- 
ture into  God ;  and  there  is  a  divine  nature  lodged 
in  all  the  faintS)  and  no  feparation  can  be  made^ 
either  by  life  or  by  death.  O  my  brother,  my 
mouth  is  opened  to  thee,  my  heart  is  enlarged ; 
thou  art  not  ftraitened  in  me^  but  in  thy  own 
bowels.  Now  for  a  recompence  in  the  fame,  (I  (peak 
as  to  my  beloved  fbn,)  be  ye  alfo  enlarged.  Adieu. 
Be  ilrong  in  the  grace  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and 
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endure  hardnefs  as  a  good  foldien    The  Captain 
has  overcome  the  worlds  and  the  vifbory  is  yours. 

Ever  thine  in  him, 

W.  HUNTINGTON, 


nn 


LETTER    X. 

« 

To  the  R£V.  J.  Jenkins,  Lewes,  Sujcac. 

Ftlkw-Jervant  andfeUQw-Jufferer,  compamon  in  travail 
and  tribtdatioHy  pace  and  truth  he  with  thee. ' 

1  AM  glad  that  you  approve,  and  that  any 
thing  clear,  harmonious,  confift^t,  informing,  or 
cfbddilhing,  appears  to  you.  I  Ihall,  therefore,  pro- 
pofe  to  bring  forth  *rhat  littje  yet  remains  on  my 
mind,  or  may  yet  occur  on  the  fublime  fubjeft. 
,Rea(bn,  or  the  dim  fight  of  nature,  is  a  poor  guide 
in  this  myftery.  Light  in  the-  head,  without  love 
and  reverence  in  the  heart,  has  a  tendency  to  exalt. 
Knowledge  puffeth  up,  but  charity  edifieth.  A  high 
look,  a  ftiff  neck,  and  a  proud  hearth  Gcki  will  not 
fuffcr  i  but  he  will  dwell  with  the  humble  and  the 
contrite,  and  will  own  and  acknowledge  thofe  that 
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reverences  love,  anfl  fear  him.  .In  bis  light -we  feo. 
%ht ;  andj  i^  teadiable  and  traceable,  he  will  guid<}; 
us  with  his  eye,  and  lead  us  by  his  Spirit ;  while  the 
inward  anointing,  which  is  the  illuminating,  renew- . 
m^  Ibftening,  and  humUing  influences  of  his  ^  grac$ 
and  Holy  Spirit, ;  which  the  faints  experience,  will 
t^b  them  all  things  necefiary  to  be  known,  or  ef- 
fential  to  {alvs^tion*  Our  fufficiency  is  ot  God,  who 
can  make  us  able  minifters  of  the  New  Teftament  %  ^ 
and,  if  he  doe^  not  make  us  fo  able  as  fome  are,  yet 
we  muft  minifter  as  of  the  ahility  which  God  gheth  $ 
tb^^  God  in  all  things  may  be  glorified  through  Je/us 
Cbri/i.  I  Pet,  iv.  i  u  The  indwelling  of  die  Holy 
Spirit,  and  our  unctuous  experience  of  his  divine 
impreflions  and  influence,  muft  regulate  all  our 
views,  opinions,  and  concluflons,  upon  divine  fub- 
jeds.  Whatever  the  underftanding  difcovers,  and 
the  mind  conceives,  is  always  handed  down  to  the 
foul's  experience  of  divine  power;  the  Spirit's  work 
on  the  foul  being  an  cxaA  and  an  in&llible  copy  of 
the  revealed  mind  and  will  of  God  in  the  fcriptures 
of  truth  I  on  which  account  the  church  is  called  tbi 
filler  and  grotmd  rf  the  truth,  i  Tim.  iii*  1 5.  The 
Spirit  is  the  author  of  the  fcriptures,  both  of  the  Old 
Teftament  and  the  New.  The  gofpel  is  the  mi* 
niftry  of  the  Spirit.  2  Cor*  ii.  8»  And  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift,  in  the  prophets  of  the  Old  Teftament,  tef- 
tjfied  heforehand  of  the  fuffmngs  of  Chrift ^  and  of  the 
glory  that fhould follow.  1  Pet.  L  i.i.  And  we  are  told 
that  tbeteftimony  ofjefus  is  thefprit  of  prophecy.  Rev, 
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XIX.  lo.    Thcreforci  whatever  the  enlightened  un- 
derftanding  difcovers,  and  the  niind  perceives  or 
conceives,  it  is  immediately  handed  down  to  the  ex- 
jJericnce  of  the  Spirit's  teaching  within,  to  fee  if  it  be 
confiftent  with  the  anointing  which  teachecK  all 
things  i  andj  if  it  agree  with  the  anointing,  and  has 
the  fanftion  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  immediately   the 
mind  is  led  to  the  written  word  for  fupport  and  con- 
firmation, and  the  Spirit  brings  fome  word  home 
v^  the  mind  which  proves  and  eftablifhes  it  \  and 
this  wimefs  ofGod  ts  greater  than  the  witnefs  of  all  * 
the  men  in  the  world :  but,  if  it  agree  not  with  the 
anointing,  and  if  it  receive  not  the  Spirit's  fandion, 
nor  any  word  come  in  to  confirhi  it,  it  is  rejedted 
and  caft  out,  as  being  contrary  to  die  anointing. 
And  ye  need  not  that  anyfaoidd  teach  y^u,  hut  as  the 
fame  anointing  teacheth  you.    i  John  ii.  27.    What- 
foever>  therefore,  contradifbs  the  Spirit's  work  and  . 
his  teaching  is  to  be  reje^d.    If  my  dear  brother 
will  attentively  obferve  this  inward  teaching,  he  will 
perceive  fomething  of  it  all  the  day  long  $  and,  with- 
out this  divine  compafs,  it  is  in  vain  to  launch  out 
into  the  profound  depths  of  divine  myfteriesi  and 
efpecially.  that  of  the  Holy  Trinity.     Canft  thou  iy    . 
Jiarchingjmd  out  God  ?  Canft  thou  find  out  the  Almighty     ' 
unto  perfeSion  ?  The  nuajure  thereof  is  longer  than  the  ^ 
earthy  and  broader  than  the  Jea.     Job  xi.  8,  9*    4$*^- 
cret  things  belong  unto  the  Lord  our  God :  but  things 
which  are  revealed  belong  unto  us,  and  to  our  children 
for  ever,   Deut.  xxo.  29.    And  God  has  promiied 
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that  he  will  give  us  an  heart  to  know  him,  for  he  will 
pardon  them  whom  he  referves.  Jcr.  1.  20.  And  again. 
Fur  all  Jball  know  me,  from  the  leaft  to  the  great- 
tft.  For  I  will  be  merciful  to  their  unrighteoufnefs,  and 
thdrfins  and  their  iniquities  will  I  remember  no  more.' 
Heb.  viii.  ii>i2.  I  was  led  inta  the  glorious 
royftcry  of  the  Holy  Trinity  by  the  teaching  of  * 
God  in  my  own  foul.  It  is  written  in  the  prophets, ' 
M  thy  children  Jhall  be  taught  of  God.  Ifai.  liv.  13/ 
This  paflage  our  Lord  quotes,  //  is  written  in  the 
prophets y  and  theyfball  be  all  taught  of  God.  Every 
man,  therefore,  that  hath  heard,  and  hath  learned  of  the 
Father,  cometb  unto  me.  John  vi.  45.  And  it  is  ad- 
ded. No  man  can  come  to  me,  except  the  Father,  which 
hothjent  me,  draw  him.  John  vi.  44.  Now,  from  this 
divine  teaching  there  is  none  of  God's  eleft  ex« 
empted;  they  fhall  be  all  uught  of  God.  And 
die  Saviour  informs  us,  that,  by  God  here,  God  the 
Father  is  meant  1  and  he  adds.  Every  man,  therefore, 
that  hatb  beard,  and  hath  learned  of  the  Father, 
cometb  unto  me.  He  muil  both  hear  and  learn ' 
of  the  Fadier  before  he  comes  to  Chrift  5  nor  can 
any  man  come  to  Chrift  except  the  Father  draw 
him  s  and  all  fuch,  fays  Chrift,  I  will  raife  up  at  the 
loft  dctf.  John  vi.  44.  From  hence  we  learn  that 
all  the  ele£b  are  taught  of  the  Father ;  and  that  every 
one  of  the  Father's  pupils  come  to  Chrift;  and, 
without  bebg  drawn  Sy  the  Father,  they  cannot 
come ;  and  thofe  that  do  come  Ihall  be  infallibly 
faved  and  raifed  up  at  the  laft  day, 
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Bat  then  where  is  the  Father's  teachiqg  defcrihe^  ?  i 
How  does  he  teach  us  ?  And  what  .do  we  hear  and, 
learn  of  him  i  This  is  what  I  wiUjendeavour  to  CQalf^ 
plain.     Tie  LQrd  humetb  the  thoughts  of  man^  thai, 
they.  ^Te  vanity.     BleJ[ed  is  the  man  wbofnjkou  cb^eni^  . 
ejl^  0  Lord,  and  teacbejl  bifji  out  of  tiff,  laut^  tlfat, 
thou  may  eft  give  him  reft  from  the  days  of  adverftfy^^ 
until  the  fit  be  digged  for  tbi  wicked.     PjTalm  xciv, 
li — 13,     Now  the  fchoolmafter,  by  whiqh  God^ 
teaches  uSj  is  the  moral  law  >  a^  for  the  .ceremonial 
law,  that  was  never  enjoined  to  the  Gentiles.    Out^ 
of  this  law  are  we  uught  of  God  the  Father  ^  and  our 

•  •    •  "   •  _ 

leflbjis  are  prefaced  with  his  chaftepiqg  rod,  Bkffed . 
is^  the  man  whom  thou  chafteneft^  and  teacheft :  and  C  hrifl; 
iays,  we  both  hear  and  karn  t)f .  the  Father*    Two 
things  we  hear ;  firft,  thechaftening  rod.  The  Lord's 
voice  crieth  unto  the  city^  and  the  manofwifdom  fball  > 
fee  thy  name :  hear  ye  the  rod,  and  who  fkffb  appwtfed  • 
it.   Mijcah  vL  9.    Here;  is  the  vQi^e  of  the  i^rd  * 
crying  to  the  chofen^  calling  the  citjr  of  Ziooi 
and  here  is  a  rod  that  fpeaks.  Hear  ye  the  rod.   Now 
tt^  is  what  our  Lord  fays — we  heari  and  wc  leant 
of  the  Father  I  and  he  teacheth  us  out  of  the  law. 
The  fecond  found  that  we  hear  is  called  the  Lo^'$ 
voice,  that  cries  <o  the  city  1  and  that  voice  is,  by 
Paul,  callefl  a  voice  of  words  i   it  is  blackn^s,  and 
darknefs,  and  tpnpeft  I  the  found  of  a  trumpet^  and  the 
voice  of  words.  Hcb.  xii#  18,  19.  A  voice  of  wordsj 
not  a  life-giving  power.   And  this  voice  of  words  is 
tailed  a  killing  letter,  or  th«  letter  diat  kiUeth»  whicl^ 

3  whea 
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wben  jt  came  to  Baol>  Tin^revit^ed^  affdhe  diei);  Aod  ^ 
Mdistt^caa  kill  us,  but  the  curfe/  or  fentence,  off.  the 
quoiftration  of.  dcacb,  engmvon  on  tabl^.  of^at  -i ' 
The.  voice  we  hear,  therefore,  h  the-  ciirfcbf  the  • 
fardcenlawcondtsmniiigiis)  the  red -that  *we -hear  is  ' 
the  wrath  aiid[  anger  -of  God  tihiong>  reproving,  and  * 
rebuking. us»  Thif  is  vfhkt  wehear  $  and  the  leflTons 
¥re  lioam  are,  the  giiiit  and  filth  of  fin,  the  wrath  of 
God,  and  the  ennMtjrof  oui^  own  hearts.    The  next ' 
le0bns  we  learn  are,  the  hoKnefi,  juftite,  and  terrible 
majefijrofGod.  Tteie  ape  the  things  that  we  hear  and 
loam  of  the  Fatber t  and  Evsry  one ibiUbaih  beard  ' 
md  leanud  rfAe  Father  (fay^Chrift)  eometb-  unto^  * 
me.    Now  ,wbat  i»vtha&  which  uf  pronfiifed^  10  thi^ 
blcfled  maiv  thiia  xfaa&dDed  md  caught  out  of  the- 
law>?  Why,  QtAm^j^eJmn^r^Jrtmtbed^s^^f 
adamfity^  jmHl  tbefii^  HS^j^for  ^be^sviched.    The 
thii^  promiied  is>  r^%  but.whd  wants^  reft  ?  None 
but  tboie  who  labour,- and  are  heavy- laden.    The 
labourer  is  he  who  is  toiling  under  the  ^cupfe  and 
wiath  of  God,  to  leoommeod  himfelfio  God's  £1- 
vour,  and  to^t  fifi^by  die  works  of  the  law  i  and  : 
hard  labour  this  is.    The  load  Aac  he  carries  is  the 
guile  he  has  contraded,  and  the  corrupdons  of  his 
hesart,  which  the  law  difcovers  y  and  this  is  a  fore 
burden,  too  heavy  for  any  to  bear.     Now  there  is 
a  vokr^  in  the  word  to  fueh  ibuls  pointing  to  Chrift^ 
To  whom  be /aid f  Tbis  is  the  reft  wbere^ifbye  may  caufe 
the  weary  to  reft  i  and  tbis  is  tbe  refreflnng^  Ifai.  xxviii. 

12.   The  Saviour  caUs  to  fuch  fouls  alfo*«*-C(m^  unto 
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me  aU  ye  tbailahmr  and  are  beaoy  leaden^  and  IwSl 
give  you  reji.  But  i^  invitations  will  do  for  a  poor 
foul  that  finds  himfdf  coiidenincd  already.  And, 
therefore^  No  man  cMn  <ome  to  me  (fays  Chrift)  except 
my  Father  draw  him.  JE^owcver»  to  Chriflall  that  are 
taught  of  God  mull  cpmci  for  the.  Spirit  of  God 
and  the  protnife  of  life  are  both  in  him  i  and  into 
his  hands  are  aU  die  cleftpitf,  and  to  his  foot  they 
mud  be  brought,  and-  be  made  to  hear  his  voice 
and  receive  the  word  from  his  moutjbb  that  they  may 
live.  The  fiery  law  comes  firft  wicondemn  us  to 
deathj  and  the  voice  and  word  of  tibe  .Son  of  God 
afterward  to  raife  the  dead.  The  Lord  came  from 
Sinai,  and  r^e  up  from  Seir  unto  them;  he  finned 
forth  from  mount  Far  an,  and  he  coma  with  ten  thou-- 
Jands  of  faints:  from  his  right  band  went  a  fiery 
law  for  them.  Tea,  he  loved  the  people  r  all  his  faints 
are  in  thy  band:  and  they  fat  down  at  thy  feeti  evety 
one  fi)all  receive  of  thy  words.  Deut.  xxxiii.  2^  3. 
This  pafTage  &ew$  that  all  whom  the  Father  teaches 
out  of  the  fiery  law  mufl  come  to  Chrift  the  great 
prophet,  and  fit  down  at  his  feet  to  receive  of  his 
word.  This  was  the  good  part  which  Mary  chole, 
that  could  not  be  taken  froni  her.  Here  Mary  Mag« 
dalen  fat,  and  got  her  pardon  and  her  much  love  1 
and  here  God  draws  us  all.  But  how  does  he  draw  us? 

Firfl^  by  caufing  the  florms  of  Sinai  now  and 
then  to  abate,  and  the  arrows  of  his  quiver  to  lofe 
their  kcenncfs. 

adly.  By  guidijng  our  eyes  to  the  promifcs, .  en- 
couragements. 
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couragements,  invitations^  and  kmd  jiatheac  words 
Ipoken  by  the  Lord  Jefus. 

jdly.  By  caufing  now  and  then  a  ray  of  Kght^  a 
beam  of  hc^e,  and  ibme  budding  expe^ations,  to 
fpring  up  in  our  hearts  while  we  attend  to  the  voice 
of  Chrift  in  the  golpel. 

4tKly,  The  dreadful  pal&ges  of  fcripture  that . 
pierced  us  through  get  out  of  light,  and  nothiiig  < 
but  Chrift  and  his  kind  dealings  with  finners  appear;  , 
and  while  our  face  is  turning  to  the  Lord  the  vail  is 
gradually  taken  away.    The  more  we  fee  of  Jefus, 
the  Ibfcer  our  (buls  get,  and  the  more  our  hearfis 
melt ;  and  the  more  Chrift  fhines  in  the  word^  the  . 
more  we  wonder,  till  his  very  name  appears  as  a  , 
healing  ointment  poured  forth ;   and,  as  the  bowels 
yearn  over  him,  fo  &ith  in  him  fprings  up;    the 
Holy  Spirit  then  teftifies  of  him,  and  preients  him  < 
to  view,  till  the  underftanding  becomes  fufcepdble  , 
of  the  light  of  bis  countenance^  and  then  confidence 
goes  out  and  embraces  him  i  then  God  accepts  us  . 
in  the  beloved,  and  gives  us  the  tight  of  the  kncwkdge  $f 
the  glory  of  hifnfelf  in  the  face  of  Je^  Chrift,  while 
the  Spirit  fills  us  with  joy  and  peace.    And  here  the  , 
foul  finds  reji  from  the  days  of  adverfity,  till  the  pit 
be  digged  up  for  the  wicked  i  that  is,  they  fball  reft 
iafe  and  fecure  in  Chrift  Jefus,  while  the  wicked  fill 
up  their  bwn  meafure  \   for  the  wicked  are  faid  to 
dig  their  own  pit,  and  to  fall  into  their  own  deftruc- 
tion.     This,  my  dear  brother,  is  what  the  apoftle 
calls  coming  to  God  the  judge  of  all-,  and  then  to  Jejus 

the 


the  Medraior  qf^  the  niw  teftamenty  andto  the  Mood  of ^ 
Jpr  inkling  that  /peaks  better  things  than' that  of\Sel.  * 
Hcb.  xii.  i'2s  24.  TK\s  \i  a  favhig  and  art  cxj)eri- 
lAental  knowledge  of  the  holy  artd  bleflcd  Trinity. 
Wc  comefirft  to  God  irt'a  fiery  laW;  when  he 
chaftens  and  judges  us,  that  wejhotlld  not  be  condemned ' 
mtb'the  world -y  i Cor.  xi.  2^  j  and'  then  draws ^u$ 
t6  Chrift,  and'  accepts  us '  in  him.  And  in  Jcfus  ' 
Chrift.wc  find  reft' from  both'  our  labour  and  our 
Icjad,  and;  at  the  fame  time;  we  come  into  the 
gterioDsKbetty  of'the  children  of  God:  The  Holy 
Ghoft  Iheds  abroad  the  love  of  God  in  our  heart, 
and  this  cafts'out  wrath,  which  is  a  fpirit  of  bondage 
ttf  fear,  and  all  torment  with  it  ^  and^  operates  in  us 
as '  a  Jpirit  'of  love^ '  of,  fower,  and  of  a  found  mindm 
This  is  an  experimental  knowledge  of  the^Hbly 
Trinity,  and  fuch  as  none  ever  experience  but  the 
cleft  of  God  i  and  In  this  way  they  are  all  taught  of 
God :  and  the  experience  of  this  good  work  is  liich 
as  Satan  and  all  his  emifiaries  can  never  deftroy. 
No  man,  made  thus  wife  to  falvation,  ever  dared  to 
fet  his  mouth  againft  the  Holy  Trinity ;  and  a  fool 
cannot,  for  this  wifdom  is  too  high  for  him. 

This  is  coming  to  God,  the  fountain  of  living 
waters^  Jer.  ii.  13  j  and  to  Chrift,  the  well  offal-- 
vation,  Ifaiah  xii,  3  ;  and  to  the  river,  the  fir  earns 
whereof  make  glad  the  city  of  God.  Pfal.  xlvi.  4. 

Thus,  alfo,  faith  God :  I  will  put  my  law  in  their 
inward  parts,  and  write  it  in  their  hearts  \  and  I 
will  be  their  Godi  <^d  they  jhall  be  my  people^   Jer. 

xxxi. 
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XKXU  33.  ^dl^  faith  the  Saviour^  wiU  write  upm 
bim  ibe  mme,(f  my  God^  and  the  naine  of  the  city  €f 
Wf  God,  wbkb  is  New  Jerufalem^  ^^hicb  cqmetb  down 
M  of  heaven  frorfi  nvf  God\  and  I  will  write  upm 
bim  ng  new  name.  Rev.  iii.  i%.  And  the  Spirit 
makes  u?  liyipg  cpiiyes— 2>  are  .mamf(ftly  declared 
^ ^  tbe ^iM^ofCbrift^  minifiere^ by  us;  written  not 
wifb  inkj  bift  ptitb  tbe  Spirit  of  tbe  living  Godi  not  its 

taikf  ^ ftfWi  M  ^  ^^¥  fi^My  f^^  ^f  ^^^  heart. 
%  C5)r.  Ui.  3.       r 

fhf  voice  of  Gpd  riic  F^tber^s  love  in  the  heart 
U — ^T^a^  I  bave  loved  tbee  wiib  an  eiserlajling  love ; 
therefore  with  lovmg-kindnffs  bavfi  Idramt^  ibee.  Jer« 

The  voice  of  the  atoneiqent  of  Ghnft>  in  the  be- 
lt€;^i['s  ccmfcicQCfa  isj  p^rdpn^  pca(:e>  and  Feconci- 
liaaoq  with  Qod.  And  thele  are  better  things  than 
thoip  ipokep  by  the  bipod  of  Abel  Heb.  xii.  24. 

4^  ^  diftinft  voice  of  the  Holjr  Ghofl:  in  the 
hearts  of  all  believers  is,  jlibaM  Fatber.  GaL  iv,  S^ 
This  diyine  teaching,  my  dear  brothe^>  is  attended  • 
with  a  holy  daim  upoi)  God  as  our  own  God ;  and 
God  will  Qi)m  and  acknowledge  fuch.  To  fuch 
God  (peaks,  37m,  fhalt  call  me  thy  Fatber^  and  tbou 
Jbalt  net  turn  anvqy,  from  me,  Jer.  iii.  1 9 ;  which  is 
what  no  tn^  can  doj  in  tru^>  without  the  witnels 
and  voice  of  the  Spirit  of  adoption ;  for  it  is.  he  that 
cnt^  Abba,  Fatber.  Such  fqutSj  alfo,  claim. Jefus. 
fi)r  their  own,  with  an.in&Uible  Mrineis  in  their  own^ 
lifyls  <>f  thi^.^ruth  of  it ;   w^iich  Qo  maoi  caa  dP*.  vn. 

truths 
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fnitb,  without  the  Spirit  of  God ;  for  m  man  can  Jay 
ibat  Jefus  is  the  Lord  (with  application)  iuf  by  the 
Holy  Gboft.  iCor,  »i,  3,     Hence  it  is  plain  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  makes  us,  as  he  did  the  prodigal^ 
arife  and  go  to  our  Father ;    which,  when  ipoken 
by  the  Spirit,    is  what  God  will   ever  own  and 
honour,  as  he  did  in  that  parable — This  is  my  Jon^ 
And,  though  at  times  unbelief  prevails,  yet  the  Spirit 
iubdues  it  again  and  again,  as  he  did  in  Thomas^ 
My  Lord  and  my  God!  Thefc  plain  truths,  my  dear 
brother,  clearly  rd veal  this  moft  fobUme  myftery ;  and 
thefc  things  the  children  of  God  have  in  their  own 
experience;  and  it  is  fuch  experience  as  this  that 
worketh  hope.     This  is  fubmitting  to  divine  reve- 
latipn,  and  not  being  wife  above  what  is  written. 
And  whatever  appears  dark  to  us  in  the  word  of 
God  we  muft  pray  the  Lord  to  (bine  upon  it,  that 
we  may  know  the  mind  of  the  Spirit  in  it  $  for  it  is 
in  his  light  that  we  fee  light.    And,  ifawf  man  lack 
wtfdomy  let  him  ajk  of  God^  who  giveth  tiberally  and 
nfbraideth  not ;   and  he  will  guide  us  by  his  counfeL 
But  let  us  for  ever  (hun  the  bold  intrulions  of  un- 
humbled  and  unlandified  men,  who  are  fo  daring 
and  prefumptuous ;    for  God  will  refift  fuch,  and 
make  their  feet  .ftumble  upon  the  dark  mountains ; 
while  the  meek  he  will  guide  in  judgment ,  the  meek  will 
he  teach  his  way.     Strange  notions  are  daily  circu- 
bted  in  town  againft  thefe  things;  and  fuch  men 
fiall  wax  werje  and  worfe^   deceiving  md  being  de- 
ceived i  toc^  if  the  force  of  truth  beat  them  out  of 
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one  refuge  of  lies,  the  devil  drives  diem  into  an- 
other; and,  being  hardened  to  the  laft  degree^  thejr 
can  adopt  words  which  one  dare  not  recite,  and  ufe 
arguments  which  it  is  fcandalous  to  imitate :  but 
the  time  will  come  when  God  will  caufe  the  arrogipuy 
if  the  frmd  to  ceqfe^  and  mil  lay  law  the  baugbtinefs 
rf  fbe  terrible.     Ifa.  xiii.  1 1. 

I  ihall  conclude  this  long  epiftle  with  the  triune 
benedidion  of  heaven— 72>^  grace  of  the  Lord  Jefus 
Cbriftj  and  the  love  cf  Gedi  and  tbe  ecmmunim  cf 
the  HbIj  Gboft^  be  with  you^  (a  Cor.  niL  14)  and  wkh 
ail  that  lo?e  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift^  now  and  &r 
evermore.    So  prays,  dear  brother. 

Tours  in  the  ties  of  immortal  love. 


W.  HUNTINGTON. 
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LETTER    XL 

To  the  Rev.  J.  Jenk)k(^  Lewest  Su£(k. 

?fl  the  man  of  God^  ^^ting. 

BKLOVfiD>  when  I  finiflied  my  kft  I  thought 
I  had  nearly  ezhanfted  the  treafure  that  was  to  be 
brought  forth  upon  this  fubjedt.  I  went  laft  night 
to  my  bed  weary>  having  fac  hard  a€  it  for  fifteen 
hours  i  and  I  thought  the  fpring  in  my  hearty  as 
well  as  my  bodily  ftrength>  were  both  fpent.  But 
before  I  could  get  to  fleep  another  branch  of  this 
Tubje6t  fprung  up,  and  foon  my  cup  overflowed 
again»  which  kept  me  awake  for  fome  time :  nor 
could  all  my  wearbefs  and  heavineis  counterbalance 
it>  fo'  as  to  convey  me  into  the  regions  of  forget- 
fulnefs.  The  fubjeft  of  my  contemplation  was 
communim\  and  here  another  field  opened  i  and,  on 
entering  into  the  fmall  avenue>  it  foon  became  a  vafl: 
expanfe.  The  firft  thing  that  (Iruck  me  was  the 
words  of  God  to  Mofes-— 7i&^«  Jhait  make  a  mercy^ 
Jeat  of  pure  gold\  and  thou  JhaU  make  two  ^beruUms 
cf  gold  J  of  beaten  work  Jbalt  thou  make  tbem,  in  the 
two  ends  of  the  mercy-feat.  And  thou  fhalt  put  the 
mercy-feat  above  upon  the  ark^  and  in  the  ark  thou 
fhalt  put  the  tejlimmtf  that  I  fhall  grve  thee.     And 
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lihefv  IkmBimii  mitb  timet  aid  J)smUciMuv\!Vi>witb 
ib»  firm  aicw^be  wurv^'-Jnu.^.ExaA.  xxv,  il  kaew% 
tfib  mercy^feit'ti  be  a  ihrone  of  grade — A  gJorious 
in^b  ^fnmtfrm  fM  iegi^tHttg  is  *fh  plate  of  cuf: 
foMffiary.  Jier/  xvii.:  12:  The  great  condefcfennQii 
o^Godrihe  P^bcr/  which'  appeared  fin  the  above 
pai&ge;  fdrcibly*  ftruck  me  {  the  ineroy *ieac  •  I  <*on«»' 
fidered  td  bit  a  tj^^  of  Ghriftt  ii^ho  is  k>inr *  thrbhe  of 
g^ace— 4ie  is  apithir  ii  Ae  mbaUtants  (fjirt^a^em^ 
and  d  'gitiimssbrmh  bis  Umber's  boujt.  Ifa.  xxii.  23. ' 
The  c«m  ttbies  bftUe  teftimony  were  to  be  put 
ibtb  iki  ark>  Td  tiiat'they  weire  not  to  terrify  nor 
iirrefi:  them  who  fled  for  mercy :  this  led  me^to  the 
lM)rds^  of  Chrift,  which  fays,  Tea^  thy  law  is  witbin 
mfbearii  I  delist  io^dG^bymll,  Om^God.  I  then 
confidbred  the  words  of  the  Pfalmift^  which  fays 
tfaat>  tb^gb  tbe  Lord  he  bigb,  yet  batb  be  reJj^eS  to. 
iise  i6wly%  be  bumUktb  bit^etf  to  heboid  tbe  things  tba$ 
are  in  heaven  and  in  tbe  edrth.  Pfal.  cxiii.  6.  But 
how  much  more  to  meet  and  commune  with 
i&cn! 

To  dhrift  Jefus,  who  received  the  fure  merdics 
of  J^BLvid'ht  us,  and  in  whom  all  the.fiilne&of 
grace  dwells,  and  who .  is  full  of  grace  and  truth, 
nuift  we  poor  finners  gp,  that  we  may  find  gr^cflt 
and  firength  to  help  in  every  time  of  need.  And 
fane  God  promiiesrto  meet  with  us$  for  Chrift  is 
die  way. to  tbe  Father--*-?2^02i  meetefi  him  that  re^ 
jokeA^  assd  worketb  right eoufttefs^  tboje  tbat-remepfier 
ibee  in  thy  ways.  Ifa«  Ixiv.  5* 
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I  thftt  confidernf  v^brnt  yitr&  to  iie  tEiK  BIoficA 
<0fie6U  of  cbts  CQtanii9nioD>  or  wiiat  vvsiBLto  hei^oiBT 
munkitted  lo .the.  chiMrm  of  Ilhlel .  whdn-^i^iiif d 
them  in  their  rq>refefiQ0(iVe  alK»vQ  thjt  men^-flt^t^ 
and  what  they*  vveie  taiarninumicate  .to.^)9n.    Xhe]^ 
licre  to  commtniicate  their  troubilt^  cate%:;btttft£n$y 
wants, :  ftan,  roqnclls^  ^  to  the  hoxd  by  prayer,  s; 
aodlikc^ife  their  recita}$  oC  his  favours  wJth>tbaDks» 
praifes^  bleffings»  and  grsocfiil  ackJKmle^tMnts  ^ 
them )  chefe  were  fome  of  the  thiAgt  thac.  th^  wlsrft 
to  comnranicatt  to  God.    Andt  God.  promifea  it« 
OEXDmvnicate  the .  following.  bleflUigt  t<x  t^n  hf^  4h^ 
pfit&^^Tife LortHl^stbee,  Mdictj[ttb0e.-  tJh JUrd, 
make,  bh  facejhm  upm  tbecj  and M.ffracwu unt0 
tbic:  the  iMrd  lift  up  bis  emtuaume  lipon  tkeg^  aifd 
ffve^tbu  peace.    And  they  ftudl  put  t^  namtji^m  tba 
ekildren  of  Ifrael ;  and.  I  wHl.  UefM  tbem,  Nudlb^  vt^ 
a4-*^27«  Thb  whole  cliiiler  «f  bleffin^Js  oqi«  to  ha 
found  in  Chrift$   the  bleifing  of  ctfimaL'li&  ts  in 
kiai ;  we  are  in  his  haod^  and  kept.  by.  his  power 
through  faith ;   the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God 
is  in  tbe  face  of  Jefus  Cfarift  i  from  his  ftlM&  all 
grace  is  received ;  he .  is  the  Sun  of  lUgitttxmfiofa 
thafC  fifes  and  fhines  upon. us ;  and  he  is  our  peace* 
Wte)  hath  made  both  one^  and  broken  down  the 
middle  wall  of  partition  between  Jew  and  Gentile. 
Thefe,  my  bebved  brother,  wiere  my  thoughts  of 
God  our  heavenly  Father  communii^  with  us. upon 
t^e  mercy-*feac« 

My  mind  then  roved  to  the  free  and  frittndi|i 
t  -  communion 


(  n  ) 

etMiiihunton  which  our  Lord  jeTUs  Chriit  lleld  ^UH 
Abraham,  when  he  eommunicated  to  him  his  roind 
and  will  with  refpedl  to  the  cities  of  the  plaid j  and 
hoi*r  ffcefy  Abraham  communicated  the  defires  of 
his  ibul  to  tht  Sariour;  all  which  was  granted  ti 
long  as  Abraham  could  find  an  heart  to  afk  s  and 
when  Abraham  flopped  in  afking  the  Lord  flopped 
gramtngk  Atd  the  Lord  went  bis  wtty  as  fxm  as  be 
bad  Itft  commanirtg  vHSb  Jhvbam,  ami  Jhabam  rif- 
turned  tmso  bis  place.  Gen.  xviii.  33. 

Then  my  mind  roved  to  the  two  difciples  going 

Co  Ett^tOdM'^Jnd  ivbile  sbey  commUfted  together  Jefus 

himfe^  drew  near^  and  went  witb  tbem,  and  ajied 

tbemy  ff^at  manner  of  communications  are  tbefe  that  ye 

have  one  to  another^  as  ye  walk,  and  are/ad?  9^ 

an/wering  bim/aid,  Jrt  thou  only  a  firanger  in  JifrU'- 

Jdlem,  and  baft  not  known  the  things  which  are  come  t$ 

pafs  there  in  tbefe  days  t  And  he /aid  unto  them,  H^baS 

things?   And  they  fcad  unto  him.  Concerning  Jefus  of 

Naxareth,  which  was  a  prophet  mighty  in  deed  and 

word  before  God  and  all  the  people:  and  how  the  chiefs 

priefts  and  our  rulers  delivered  him  to  be  condemned  to 

death,  and  have  crucified  him.  But  we  trufied  that  it  bad 

been  be  which  JbouU  have  redeemed  yiraeU   And,  befides 

all  this,  to-day  is  the  third  day  fince  tbefe  things  wen 

done.  Tea,  and  certain  women  alfo  rfour  company  made  us 

uftomfbed,  which  were  early  at  tbefepukhre:  and,  when 

they  found  not  bis  body,  they  came,  faying.  That  they 

bad  a^ofeen  a  vifion  0/ angels,  which  f  aid  that  be  was 

oBve.  Luke  xxiy.  2 1-— ^aj.  Here  they  comniunicated 
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tplhe(L(?r4.iIfifi?sthqr  bitter  grijefand/trQubfe,  .aoi 
that  the  CFUcifiKion  oi,  their,  dear.  Lord. was  ,the  fole 
caufe  of  all  theif  calamicics,  ^aod  that  ther\voinen!s 
account  from  the  angels  (ha^t  herwas^  yet  alivs  waa 
gpcd  news.  But  they  cotrid  receiyc  nojcomfort  from 
thefe  things,  for  bm  tbrfjfiw  noL     And  now  he 
^egan  and  opened  up  the  fcrjptures  concermng^  hU 
fuflff  rings,;  and,  as  they  had  been,  eyf-witacflcs  of 
themj  they  could  compare  fpiritual  dungs  m^  ijpi-\ 
ritual,  while  he  opened  tlie-prpphedcs -pf  the  d>iag$ 
concerning  himfelf.    ,And,  ,  after-  nia^kin^  hinjfelf 
known  to  them,  .he  vamfhed  out  of  their  fight^ 


,»  >% 


However, all  thatthey  defired  in  this  world  ^^2^ now 
granted  them :  they  faw  and  knew  that  he  wa^ 
alive — And  tJoeyJaid  one  to  another  ^  Did  notour  hearts 
burn,  within  us  while  he  talked  with  us  by  the  way^  and 
'iijhile  he  opned  to  us  tbejcriptures  ?  Luke  xxiv.  32. 

1  then  thought  of  what  the  apoftle  fays  of  our 
having,  the  fame  communion  with  the  Holy  Spirit 
^io-^The  grace  of  our.  Lord  Jejus  Chrijiy  and  the  lovt 
ef  God,  and  the  communion  of  the  Jloly  Ghojiy  be  with 
you  all.  Amen.  2  Cor.  xiii.  14*       . 

yVnd  upon  the  fubjeft  of  communion  with  the 
Holy  Ghoft  is  my  mind  now  lexli. 

Real  communion  is  the  blcfied  effcft  of  vital 
union."  God  communicates  no  fpiritual  bleflings  to 
them  who  are  in  fellowfhip  with  devils,  with  the 
unfruitful  works  of  darkn^fs,  .with  unrighteoufnefs, 
or  with  iiifidels  or  heretics— 15^/  he  that  is  joined 
to  the  Lord  is  one  fprit.  with  him.     And  from  this 

.     *  umoa 


tinion  (pKtigs  cbfnmuriion';  ihd  commumon  is  no- 
thing-rffe  biifc  givirYg' ihd  receiving,  and  is  bbth 
aEbiv6  '^nd  paffive :  aftiVe,  ih  giving  or  bcftoWing 
good  cRings  tfpon  ©chert ; '  paffive,  ifi  receiving  good 
things' frbm  others^  *  Nepali  reftl -b^lidters  are 
united  to,  and  ifigraftetf  into  Cbrlft,  ^  ^  ^l-anch 
is  to  iht  vine';  and  wiHid^l  corififiual (bp^lies of  Ufe, 
from  the' vine  to  the  briifich>  the  branch  cannot  live, 
much  lefs  be  ^fruitfiil ;  it  tnuft' wither  and  die  away. 
Jjf^a  man 'dbidfnot  inine^  -ike  is  Itafi  forth  as  a  branch 
and  is  'Witberedj  and^^\t]i^d[\  men  gather  them  [into 
their  company]  and  they'  are  turned.     No  creature 

can  fland  alone  s    angds  could  nof-;    Adam  could 

«      ■  « 

net;  Judas  codd^noti  no,  nor  could  evtn* Peter, 
' — Wo  to  bim  \hat  is  ahne  when  be  falleth,  for  there 
is  not  another  to  help  bim  -up.  -  But  be^  that-  abidetb  ih 
tne,  and  I  in  himj  the  fame  hringetb  forth  much  fruit  i 
for  without  me  ye  can  do' nothing.  No  ftock'in  hand 
•will  dcr,  however  large  a  portion  of  the  Spirit,  as 
"Elijah  hadj  fiowevcr'^flrbng  the  mountain  of  pro- 
lperit7>  ai  David^s  was;  however  emboldened  and 
•fortified,  as  Peter  thought  he  was  when  he  promtfed 
to  face  either  prifon  or  death :  all  will  foon  wither 
^thbut  Continual  fupplies,  Elijah  fled  for  his  life 
•from*  the  face  of  Jeztbel ;  God  hid  his  face,  and 
'David  was  troubled;  and  Peter  fell  befoYe  the 
face  of  a  Icrvant  girl.  ^  Chrift  is  the  root  both  of 
David  and  of  all  believers — They  are  wild  olive 
branches  grafted  into  the  good  olive  tree,  and  partake 
of  the  root  and  fa^nefs  of  the  olive  tree;  and  we  bear 
^  :  '  .  ■     *     H  3  not 


not  the  root,  but  tl^  r99tt7i^^  us.   Rpip.,xi«  t/* 

The  life  of  all  tree$  lies  in^  root ;  Chrlft  U  our  life  ; 

and  we  muft  live  in  the  root,  and  the  .roo^.in  23Si  or 

there  wiU  be  no  fruit.     There  are  continual  com- 

municaoons  from  th?  root  to  the  tree,  and  to  every 

branch  of  it :    kt  this  oonimunicatton   be    ob- 

^ruAed,  or  the  union  cut  offi  or  jJie  intercourfe 

be  ftopped  up,  and  the  tree  will  ihew  it  as  fbon 

as  the  fun  ihines  upon  jr.      Nothing  lefs .  than 

vital  union  with  thf  Hvir^  root,  and  momentary 

communications  therefrom,  can  keep  us  either  alive 

or  fiiiitful.     Jn  that  day  Jing  ye  utUo  htr^  a  vwyord 

^  rid  wme.    I  the  Lord  do  keep  it,  I  xviH  water  U 

0very  mment  i  left  any  hurt  it,  I  will  keep  it  night 

Md  day.  Ifa.  xxvii.  2,3.     Momentary  fupport  and 

Applies,  and  nothing  elie,  can  keep  the  ftrongeft 

believer  (landing;    without  this  all  joys,   yea  the 

ibongeft  joys,  will  wither  away  from  the  ions  of  men  j 

Joel  i«  iQ«    Hence  the  apoftle  endeavours  to  brii^ 

his  beloved  fon  Timothy  off  from  trufting  in  hb 

own  comfortable  frames,  however  ftrong  they  might 

.be,  knowing  that  they  are  very  Ihort-lived,  tranfienr, 

and  cootinually  changing*-* jl^^ir,  he  ftrtmg  in  the 

^ace  thai  is  in  Cbi/l  Jeps.    %  Tim«  ii«  i.    Here 

grace  is,  in  all  ks  fulnefs,  always  the  lame,  and  in-> 

eidiauftiblc;  and  it  is  in  the  fountain^  and  not  io 

the  ftreams,  that  we  muft  trofti  for  even  for  tern* 

poral  fupplies  it  will  not  do  to  iruft  in  the  grift  that 

is  in  the  houfe,  nor  in  the  barn  that  fills  the  grift, 

nor  yet  tn  the  harveft  that  fills  the  barn  1  but  in  the 

iiving  God,  who  promifes  feed-time  and  harveft, 

.  and 
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vdfe9Lb^4bi.^rit  pf  trtub,  iscome^  be  will^j[iif^.jt$if 
inioM  trpff :  far  .be  JbdU  net  J^,  rf,  Aiflj^^j.  iiif 
wbntfeever  beftM  bear%  tbqt  JbaU^  if^Jffak:  md  U 
wmfi9W, ymtkmgifo  (C9te./  ^^i&^f^js^;?!^^- 
4fe  ftmll  Tume  <ffme,  md  fiaM  Jhev^M.  uMq  .ytn^ 
J(rfm  xvL  13^  14.  All  fpiricual  and  teoiporal  hIe0J^ 
lagB^  michfl^  pimnifes,  grace,  and  glory^  arc  i^t^ 
to  u&  ki  an  eiverla^Uiig  covenant ;  wbicb  cevtmaiy 
was  i^fied  and  confirnied  by  the  death  of  Cbri^ 
and  diere&ce  he  is  called  the  Covcnmit^— /  will  ke^ 
Mm  and  ghe  bm  for  ae^^^^uM  to  tbe  peeple.  lia.. 
idii.  6*.  In  him  all  covtnftnt  mercies  and  bleflli^ 
are»  and  he  is  appeinced  tbtbehr  of  ,mU  things^  Heii. 
i«  2 ;  and  we  are  beirs  ^  Qod^  i^  joint  ybeirs  witb 
Cbr^^  Rom^viii*  17. 

The  firft  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  to  conyinpe 
of  &•  If  I  go  n^  awof  fbe  Contforfer  vhU  mi  eome 
unto  ymi  iut^  if  /depart,  IwiUfend  bim  unto  you. 
Jbid,  whtn,  be  is  eome,  be  will  reprove  [or  convince] 
ebe  world  of  fm. .  John  xvh  7,  8.  Somcjtimcs  ci^e 
HfiJy  Spirit  fends  ifae  word  >yith  fuch  Ibc^e  and  ter- 
rible vuii^%  as  to  am»  the  ctmfci^ace  of  a  fianer 
V   .  H  4  with 
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^h  a  troop  of  terrors  againfl  htm  i  whic6  ftops  ths 
mouth  even  of  a  gainfaycr,  and  makes  the  preache|r 
<nanifdA  iti  the"  confcietice  even  of  a  perfecutoh  am) 
^et  does 'riot  convert  hitti,  nor  bfing  him  any  more 
tb  the  Ti^ii  bbt  beHIb^  filences  l^im  "as  that  fnch  ah 
enemy  hasbcen brought^to Hvc  in  peace Mrith  a  maa 
vhofe  ways  have  pleafed  God.  Prov.  ?yK  7; 

But,  "wfcen  tlie  Ho!ySpirit  comes  t6  convince  4 
ehofen  ve0el  of  fm^  he  applies  ^he  truth  with  iuch 
p  piercing  power  a^  co  penecratp  into  the  deepeft 
recefl^s  of  the  heart,  which  alarms  and  awakens 
the  confcience ;  and  this  is  foDdwed  Up  with  con- 
tinual'reproofs  and  rebukes ;  and  he  attends  all  his 
TeprQofs  and  rebukes  whh  divine  light,*  vvhiphitekes 
the  finner's  crimes  manifeft,  and  lays*  them  ^U  open 
to  bis  view,  even  his  fccret  fins  Md  all  his  wocks  of 
darknefs — F^  it  is  a  Jbame  even  to  ^ak  rf  th$^ 
things  V)bkb  are  dene  of  them  in  Jecret.  But  all 
things  that  are  reproved  are  made  manififi  iy  the 
light  I-  for  ^jobatfoever  dotk  make,  manifeft  is  light. 
Eph.  v»  12, 1  J,  No  candle  ever  difcovcrpd  the 
foulnefs  of  a  room,  nor  the  fun  in  his  fuH  ftrength 
the  duft  and  atoms  that  0y  in  it>  as  the  Holy  Spirit 
difcovers  the  guilt  and  filth,  the  corruptions  and 
deceptions,  of* the  human  heart;  as  it  is  written. 
And  it  Jhall  come,  to  fajs  at  that  t'm^   that  I  will 

t  ■ 
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/earch  Jerufalm  wiih  candles,  and  punijb  the  men  that 
(sre /ittkd  on  their  lees,  Zeph.  i.  12.  Hence  our  Lord- 
told  the  difcipks  that  men  do  not  light  a  candle  ta 

fut  it  under  a  bujhel.  Matt,  v,  r5.    And  when  the 

Holy 


)HldySpirU  oante  upon  the  ap^es:he  ftarchcd  ji^ 

ru^oi  Witfi  a  witnefe^  he  sA\^\ly  cofivinoec}  the 

Jews  of  their  tinbelieff  bf  their  pei^cudoh)  rijcc- 

tion^  Und  crucifixion  k>f  Ghrift  ^   and  -'brought  -it 

lioniC'to  their  fouls  widi  fiick  infallibie  prooft  and 

fiifts  as  cut  chem  to  the  heart*  and  made  them-  cry 

put,  Msn  and  brethren,  wbarfijtallfve  do?  And  here 

I  can  but  ta|ce  notice  of  a  pafiage  in  SoIomon^s 

Proverbs,  T^^hich-is  as  real  a  prophecy,  and  Was  as 

pun6h]aUy  fuifilled  in  the  apoftles'tlays,  as  any  prtf- 

didioh   in   the    Bibles    and  (ure   I   am  that  the 

words  were  fpokeh  by  the  Spirit  of  Ghrift  indeed— 

STicrw  you  at  my  reproof  i  heboid,  I  will  pour  out  my 

^irii  unto  you,  I  will  make  known  my  words  unto  you. 

Provi  i.  23.     This  Peter  promiled  them — Repent, 

and  he  baptized  every  oHe  ofyHt,  and  you  Jhall  reeeroe 

the  l&ly  Gbcfi  as  well  as  we.  A6h  ii.  38.     And,  as 

Solomon  foretold,  defolation  came  upon  the  reft-^ 

But  je  have  Jet  at  nought  all  my  co^nfels,  and  would 

none  of  my  reproofs.  -  J  alfo  wiU  laugJ)  at  your  calamity, 

and  mock  when  your  fear  cometb.     When  your  fear 

cometb  as  deflation,  and  your  deJlrulUon  cometb  as  a 

wbirlmnd  j  then  fbaU  they  call,  but  I  will  not  anpoer. 

Prov.  \.  25-T-27. 

The  Spirit  not  only  convinces  of  fin^  and  gives 
cutting  reproof  and  rebukes  for  it,  but  he  applies 
the  word  with  power,  and  fixes  it  upon  the  mind; 
otherwife  the  eleA  wouk]  be  robbed,  as  the  reprobate 
is.  ^ben  cometb  the  wicked  one,  and  Heals  the  word 
fown  out  of  his  heart,  and  be  becometh  unfruitfuU  But 
6  the 


tilt  Spirit  0)ak«&  a  fiowerlid  4ip^oa«iQo  0f  tbe  ^Nff 
r-?by  this  God  gives  ttftimf^,  to  the_  V)Cltd:ifhitj^^^ 

2.  TheiHoty  Spirit  ^tieqd^  thfe.;Conv>£kiens  .#{10 
irepit)o&  ibat  he  gives  N^icb  life^  apd  the  qui<;keHiitC 
infiueocesof  the..%iruc  q^kp  Ivs  reprqpfs  (wk  <ke^ 
«Dd  this  ntakfis  the  poor ,  fiqner'^  fcniations  fp  kecfi 
.thijt  he  cannot  r^  ,^ay  nor  night;  otberwife  they 
woukl  aft  like  C^in,  anwfe  themlelyes  ^witb^  o^hcf 
thing6)  as  he  did  when  he  buik  a:  city  i  or  like  Savf, 
who  ibug^t  to  the:  witch  of  Endorj^  or  like  th^ 
young  man  in  the  gp^el,  who  went  aw^iy  for^owful, 
.and  yet  hugged  his  worldly  poflfeiliops*  3ut  it;  is  not 
io  with  a  foul  convinced  by  the  Holy  Spiric^  be 
does  not  want  to  (hake  his  <;onvi&ions  off  b}(  goiiig 
from  Chrift,  as  the  coavided  accruers  of  the  ad«|- 
terous  woman  did ;  s^  his  fears  are,  that  his  coa* 
viftions  wHl  w^ar  offy  and  chat  he  (hall  be  given  up 
to  his  own  heart's  luft.    For 

4.  The  Holy  Spirit  makes  his  heart  horieft:-^e 
receives  the  word  in  an  honed  and  good  heaft;  and 
therefore  comes  to  the  tight ,  ibat  bis  deeds  may  ie 
made  manifefi  that  they  are  wrought  m  God.  His 
language  isj  Sefarch  me  and  try  me.  He  accepts  tlie 
puni(hmenc  of  his  iniquicyi  and  would  put  his  moutji 
in  the  duft^  if  fo  be  that  there  might  be  hope ;  he 
ki(res  the  rod,  and  dreads  the  thoughts  of  carnal 
eafe.  He  is  an  enemy  to  them  that  woukl  bolfter 
him,  or  cry.  Peace,  Peace,  to  him,  or  heal  his  wounds 
(lightly— J'i?  tbe  hungry  Jbul  ivery  bitter  thing  isjwea. 
He  would  fooner  labour  under  the  guilt  df  fin,and  the 

wrath 
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'wndtof  Godj  than  iail  of  His  graccj  or  be  fdc  domm 
"Own  of  tke  prorhUed  r^.  He  fees  the  deceitftibicfc 
pf  fin,  the  treachery  of  his  heart,  and  the  cumiing 
of  the  devil ;  and  trembles  at  the  (entenco  of  the 
bw,  aad  the  feverity  of  die  M^ft  High— jFir  thai 
nhiies  bim  finds  more  fauour  in  bit  ^yes  tboH  be  tbtU 
fiaiters  wiib  bis  lifs.  Sweet  to  him  are  tbe  wounds 
if  a  fiimdy  ha  tbe  kijis  rf  m  eneny  are  decekfid. 
Thus  does  the  Holy  Spirit  communicate  power^ 
liict,  honefty»  and  lincerity,  with  the  conviftions 
and  reproofi  which  he  applies  to  the  deft  of 
GoA 

5*  He  fifiports  them  under  die  burden  of  fin 
which  diey  fed,  and  under  the  fight  of  it  which  he 
prefeota  to  their  view,  and  fuftains  them  under  the 
wrath  and  curfe  of  a  broken  law — They  are  ba^m 
wib  a  little  belp.  Through  the  fire  he  is  with  them, 
and  through  the  water ;  or  elfe  the  former  would 
diy  up  their  fpirits,  and  the  latter  drown  them  in 
de^ration*  And  in  all  jthefe  things  the  convinced 
linner  ob^  his  divine  operator,  though  he  does  not 
know  who  it  is  that  leads  him.  The  evils  which 
the  Holy  Spirit  difcovers  to  him  he  confefles ;  the 
.feproo&  he  gives  he  falledi  under;  to  the  word  the 
Spxit  leads  him,r  and  he  fearches  the  icriptures 
daily.  Where  he  hears  the  word  widi  power,  and 
where  he  finds  his  cafe  pointed  out,  there  the 
.preacher  is  made  manifeft  in  his  confcience  i  there 
be  dcfires  to  abide,  however  fearching  and  trying  the 
miniftry  may  be;  for  where  he  gets  his  wounding 

there 
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there  he  expcdts  his  healing-^^'^  ihaiUsof'GeS 
^areib  6^^  ^yjctd.  Wt  are  of  Gcd  (fays  |o*ft );  aM 
ifi'that  is  of  God  hfisareihms  \ .  <indhe  that  ip mttfGod 
b'inretb^ »ca ut.  -.i'  "•-  ■  '■•'  '- •■■  /■/•/•'• 
•  '6.**^'hc  fafne*  Spirit  that  :gi^s"him  light  :ind 
'ii^krkening  grace  fees  him  to'crying  to  God-^yfnd 
'7  will  poitr  ■  upon  the  houje  ef  David,  arid  upen  fBe 
ptbaiitimts  of  Jertifalem,  (he  Jpirit  of  grace  ^md  tffup^ 
%pU€atiqns,  Zech.  xii.io.'  The  life  aiid  feeling,  tKc 
4K>ly  longings,  the  defies,  thirftings,  cravings,  .and 
fitter  cries,  which  are  found  in-^e  convinced  finner, 
aU  fpring  from  the  energy  and  operations  of  the 
'ftoly  SpiVit  of  God:  hence  the  nniaftjt  ^Teciouspro- 
fftiCes  that  are  held  forth  in  the  word  df  God- t6 
'fiich  poor  fouls — Shall  not  God  avenge  hif  own  eleSi^ 
'  which  cry  day  and  night  ?  When  the  poor  ■  and  needy 
l/eek  water  and  there  is  none,  and  their  tofigue  fails  for 
thirjl,  I  the  Lord  zvill  hear  them,  1  the  G)od  ofTfrael 
-will  not  forjake  them.  Wait  upen  God,  and  he  fbedl 
'give  thee  the  defire  of  thine  heart:  truft  in  him  y  and  be 
fhall  briiig  it  to  pafs.  They  fhall  come  that  are  ready 
'to  perifh.  Becauje  of  the  deep  Jighing  of^  the  pOGTy 
now  will  I  arife,  faith  the  Lord.  '  I .  will  Jatiafe 
'the  weary y  1  will  replenijh  the  Jorrowful  fbul,  I  will 
your  water  on  him  that  is  thirfly,  and  floods  upon, 
the  dry  ground.  Btejfed  are  they  that  hunger^  and 
thirft.  Bleffed  are  the  poor  in  fpirit.  Again,  Thou 
*ff)alt  weep  no  more :  he  will  be  very  gracious  uiiio 
thee  at  the  voice  of  thy  cry  j  when  he  fhall  hear  it 
he  will  an/iver  thee.    I  fa,  xxx;   ly.      AU  thcfc  in- 

tenfc 


C    109    i 

iongkigs  aod  holy  bfeathiogs  are/ptoduced 

under  the^  t^mckenmg  eneigy « of  the  Hdy  SpisiQ 

e^en  before  he  proclainis  liberty,  tor  m^ior  cneates 

tbse  'fnitjaf  $be  Hpj  Ifa.  Ivii.  j  9 ;  or)  gives  us  H  dodf 

of  utterance.    Afib  ir.r4.     ^i^^  aJp^i/  ^/S^  muketb 

iniercefion  ifor  us,^witb  gnoamngs  which  camof  be 

ntiered.  Rom.  liiH  26.    And  this  may  be  feen  iii 

tberapoftles  themfqhres»^  before  that  miracidoirs.out^ 

poonng  of  the  Spirit  upon  tbeni)  on  ishe  day  cf 

pentecQft;    The  apoAles  had  felt  the  power  bf  th^ 

Spirit  atteilding  th^  word — Hejpeaki  likt  one  having 

autbcrity,  and  npt  as  thefcribes  j  fi^r  his  word  is  with 

power.      He  had  convinced  them  of  fin,   as  may 

be  ieen  in  their  different  cafes,  defcribed  by  our 

Lord's  firfl  fermon  on  the  mount,  and  by  the  con- 

fefllon  of  Peter — Depart  from  mCy  for  I  am  a  Jinful 

7nany   O  Lord,     They  owned  that  Chrift  had  the 

word  of  eternal  life ;  yea,  and  they  believed  in  him — 

Father^  the  word  which  thou  baji  given  me  I  have 

given  them,  and  they  have  received  ity   afid  have  he- 

lieved  that  I  came  forth  from  thee,  and  that  thoudidji 

fend  me.     And  they  loved  him  too,  and  abode  with 

him :  and  both  faith  and  love  are  fruits  of  the  Holy 

Spirit.    But,  as  a  fpirit  of  revelation  and  undcrftand- 

ing,  as  a  diftinft  comforter,  as  a  fpirit  of  power  and 

of  a  found  mind,  and  with  all  his  miraculous  gifts  and 

graces,  they  were  to  be  baptized  with  him  in  this 

wonderful  way  not  many  days  hence.  Hence  it  is  faid 

that  the  Holy  Ghoft  ^-ivas  not  yet  given ^  bccaufe  that  Jefus 


vms  nd  yet  glorified.  Power,  alfo,  m  a>  vwadci&i 
manner,  they  were  to  receive  wben  the  Hoijr  GKoft 
came  upon  daem,  to  embolden  them,  and  enable 
them  to  preach  the  gofpel  in  aU  languages,  and  td 
work  miracles  in  corriiroiation  of  k» 

I  muft  once  more  beg  the  pardon  of  m/  be*, 
loved  brother  for  thus  exceeding  the  limits  of  aft 
epiftle;  hut  hope  to  have  an  opportunity  of  cqch 
veying  thiB,  as  I  did:  the  other,  by  jfomo  (trotter  et 
ilraggler  wandering  from  hts  iieft»  Begetttn;^ 
quickening,  travailing,  and  brii^ing  fbrch,  fti&  gd 
pn  among  us — cur  bed  is  greiri^  Songi  i.  %6. 


Yours  in  Cbrift  Jefusj 


W,  HUNTIKGTON. 


LETTER 
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aire  net  tp  kx  upi  i^  the  fMiie%  but.  th^r  fafhtss  g^ 
tfac  chiJdrcni  apci.  1  wquld;  wil^u}^  giye  fhee^Mig 
pgrqpn  above  t^  b^eihu^n'^  ]f€%»  a:  double  poFOonj^ 
becaufe  cbou  art  poor  and  n^ec^  tac^r-Qghtsdj;  fub^ 
je£l  to  the  rickets,  taincredidity^:.aiyl  many  othev 
iflfuniities  which  have  gone  from  father  to  ion >  buc» 
as  poriBg  oyer:  theft)  thiogsi  with  fr etuag  an4 
grievif^  at  it^nb  does  no  good*  vr^  will  amu&  aod 
comfort  ourfelve$  with  a  better  fubjed. 

7.  The  Holy  Spirit  tefti.fies  of  ChriA — But  wbM 
tbt  Cmforter  is  corns j  wh^m  I  wll  /m4  unU  yon 
from  the  F other y  iv&i  the  Sfirii  of  truths  which  $ro^ 
Cicdeik  from  the  FuthiTj,  he  fhcU  ujlify  of  me.  John 
XV.  26.  And  this  the  Holy  Spirit  does  by  giving 
teftimony  to  the  won;l  of  his  ^ace;  by  proving 
the  truth  and  reality  of  the  wor4  to  the  fimfible 
ikmer's  confeience  \  by  a|tending  it  with  fMbj. 
lighta  eyi4^Bce».  and  full  d^cqpnibaQo^  $  ib  tbac 
C(]rift  is  evidendy  fct  forth  as  ctuci6ed  before  th^n*, 
GjU»  vL  i«     Cbriil's  voice  ij;.  heard  ai^  felt,  and 

his 
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his  ail-fubduing  power  is  difplaycd  in  the  fbul; 
The  Spirit  teftifies  of  him  as  the  almighty  and 
eternal  God,  by  the  glorious  itiajcfty  of  Chrift 
Dvhich  the  Spirit  ^iicovefs,  and  which  fliines  into  the 
fouh—Arifg^Jhine,  /or  tiy  light  is^cdme,  and  thi  glory 
of  God'is  ri/in  uponibei  j  and  ibe  L/i/Ird  Jhall  be  tbme 
everlqfiing  light y  and  thy  God  thy  glory.  Under  thU 
manifcftation  the  fotil  falls  proflrate  before  htm; 
ewns,  hOnbu^i  iidort%>  arid  wdribips  Uxm.  The 
Spirit  teftifies  of  him  as  Cur  bigh-pfxefti  and  ai)j[>lieff 
the  atoAemeiltj  with  pardon  arid  peace>  as  chtf 
blefled  effefts  of  it.  He  teftifies  of  llim  as  ouf 
^byficiao ;  and  the  proof  of  it  is,  our  iniquities  are 
all  forgiven,  and  all  our  infirmities  are  healed; 
He  teftifies  of  him  as  the  end  of  the  law  for  righte- 
oufnefs^  by  applying  his  righteoufnefs  to  the  heart, 
and  by  paflihg  the  fentence  of  juftiBcation  upon  the 
confcience;  at  which  time  Chrift,  as  our  Advocate^ 
filences  all  our  acculers ;  and,*  as  our  Mediator,  hcf 
gives  us  acceis  to  God,  a  claim  upoii  him,  and 
botdnefs  with  him.  The  Holy  SpHrit  teftifies  of 
him  as  our  King,  and  reveals  him  as  fuch,  and 
erefts  his  empire  in  the  fouk  upon -our  reception  of 
Chrift$  which  fiends  in  power,  b  righteoufnefs,  peace,- 
and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft.  When  fin  is  dethroned, 
the  devil,  his  armour,  and  artillery,  are  caft  our, 
death  is  abolifhed,  life  and  immortality  is'  brought 
to  light,  and  the  fear  of  death  and  the  dread  of 
damnation  are  di^ried;  and  aH  our  pcfpkxing( 
doubts,  cares,  and  gloomy  thoughts  about  iticaf'' 
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tered  into  4ll*winds.  Thus,  my  dear  brother,  doei 
the  Holy  Spirit  tefttfy  of  Chrift,  and  gives  evident 
pPDofs  of  his  ability  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft ;  he 
realites  his  iaving  benefits,  applies  his  merits,  pro* 
chiims  his  omnipotence,  his  mild  and  bkflcd  go- 
vernment, the  powerful  fway  of  his  righteous  iceptre, 
and  the  glorious  majefty  of  his  kingdom* 

8.  The  application  of  all  the  promifes  is  the 
work  of  the  Holy  Spirit*  The  promife  of  life  and 
ikt  ipirk  of  life  always  go  together,  for  it  is  tho 
powerful  application  of  the  word  by  the  Spirit  that 
makes  the  promik'^Tbf  incorruptible  Jad^  tbi  word 
ff  God^  that  Uvith  and  abidetb  for  emr.  All  the 
promifes  of  divine  confolation  have  their  fincere 
milk  from  Chrift  by  the  Holy  Spirit  t  one  promife 
brings  peace,  another  joy,  another  love,  another 
,  Comfbrt»  another  reft ;  juft  as  the  Holy  Spirit  fend^ 
them  in,  fo  they  dilcharge  their  rich  contents :  the 
hnogry  foul,  by  etercifing  £iith.upon  them,  fucks 
the  fwectneis  of  them,  till  he  is  filled  with  joy  un-» 
fpeakable  and  full  of  gfery.  Rejoice  je  with  Jeru^ 
fkkmj  and  he  glad  ^ib  ber,  all  ye  tbat  love  ber:  re^ 
joieefor  joy  tvitb  ber,  all  ye  tbai  mourn  for  ber:  tbat 
ye  mayjuck^  and  ke  failed  wib  tbe  hreafts  of  her  con- 
falationsi  tbai  ye  may  milk  out,  and  be  de&gbted  witb . 
tbe  4sbundance  of  ber  glory  ^  Ifa.  Ixvi.  lo,  1 1.  There 
is  no  convening,  refreihlng,  encouraging  power 
attends  the  word  without  the  Spirit^a  operadoo. 
When  he  makes  application  of  it,  faith,  life,  and ' 
love  attend  it  s   &r  eur  gojpel  came  not  unto  you  im ' 
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ward  only^  but  in  power ^  in  the  Holy  Gboft^  and  in 
$nucb  qffiirance.  i  ThefT.  i,  5.     And  various  are  the 
Icnfations  of  the  foul  under  the  Spirit's  influence 
when  he  applies  the  word :  fometimes  it  is  a  word 
of  fupport  that  fortifies  and  ftrengthens ;  fontietimes 
a  word  of  encouragement  to  keep  us  watching, 
waiting,    and    to   bear   us.  up   under   trials   and 
croiTes ;  fometimes  a  word  of  corre6kion  that  leads 
us  to  felf- examination,  which  awes  us,  and  excites 
watchfulnefs  ^nd  amendment ;  at  other  times  a  foft 
word  that  breaketh  the  bone,  and  melts  us  under  a 
fenfe  of  undeferved  love  and  felf-abhorrence ;  and 
often  a  word  of  inftru£lion  to  correct  the  mind, 
difperie  fbme  wrong  notion,  to  inform  the  judg- 
ment, and  to  bring  more  harmonious  and  confident 
views  of  things  to.  the  (bul.     Innumerable  are  the 
ways  by  which  the  Holy  Spirit  works  by  the  word, 
and  in  his  application  of  it ;   but  it  is  always  a  fea- 
fonable  application  i  And  a  wordfpoken  in  duefeqfon, 
bow  good  is  it  ?    A  word  fitly  Jpoken  is  like  apples  of 
gold  in  piSures  ofjilver.  Prov.  xv.  aj.  and  xxv.  1 1. 
9.  The  fecret  things  of  God,  fuch  as  his  counfcl 
and  coven.ants,  are  made  known  to  us  by  the  Holy 
Spirit — IVbat  man  knowetb  tbe  tbings  of  a  many  fave 
tbej^rit  of  nam  wbicb  is  in  bim  ?   Even  Jo  tbe  tbings 
of  God  knowetb  no  man,  but  tbe  Spirit  of  God.   i  Con 
ii.  II.     The  Holy  Spirit,  when  he  has  teftified  of 
Chrift  to  us,    leads  ua  back  to  his  great  under- 
taking and  appointment  from  everlafting ;  he  leads 
us  up  to  the  everlafting  love  of  God,  and  to  his 

abfolute 


abfolute  choice  of  us  in  Chrift  Jefds ;  to  his  TcCret 
decrees  of  eledion  and  pitdeftination ;  to  his  good 
wDl  of  purpofe  in  Chrift>  and  to  the  fecret  counfcl 
of  his  will  i   and  to  his  covenant  made  with  Chrift 
before  the  world  began — Por  the  frotvard  is  ablAmna^ 
tion  to  the  Lordi   but  bis  Jectet  is  with  the  righteous. 
Ttov.  iii.  3  a.  The  fecret  of  the  Lord  is  mib  tbem  that 
fear  bim  i  and  be  willjhew  tbem  bis  coVendnt.  Pfalm 
XXV.  14.     The  fecret  of  predeftinating  us  to  the 
adoption  of  children  by  Chrift  JefuSi   and  of  his 
giving  us  life  in  him,  and  of  his  ordaimng  us  to  it 
before  the  world  began,  is  revealed  and  made  known 
to  the  ele£l  of  God  by  the  Spirit ;   and  our  know* 
ledge  of  thefe  things,  and  of  our  intereft  in  them,  is 
our  higheft  wildom — But  we-fpak  the  wifdom  of  God 
in  a  nffftery^  even  tbe  bidden  wifdom  wbicb  God  or- 
dained h^ore  tbe  "world  unto  our  glory ;  wbicb  none  of 
ibe  princes  of  tbis  ivorld  knew  i  for^  bad  tbey  known 
ity  tby  would  not  bave  crucified  tbe  Lord  of  glory. 
But  as  it  is  written^  Eye  bath  not  fien,  nor  ear  beard^ 
neither  bave  entered  into  tbe  heart  of  man,  the  things 
which  God  bath  prepared  fbr  them  that  love  bim.    But 
God  bath  revealed  tbem  to  us  by  bis  Spirit ;  for  tbe 
Spirit  fearcbeth  all  things,  yea,  the  deep  things  of  God. 
1  Cor.  ii.  7 — 10.     Our  faith  is  called  the  faith  of 
God^s  eleSl,  not  only  becaufe  it  is  a  grace  peculiar 
to  them,  but  becaufe  God's  eledion  of  us  is  a  truth 
revealed  to  faith,  and  a  truth  which  faith  apprehends 
and  holds  faft ;   for  there  can  be  no  fuch  thing  as 
making  our  caUing  and  election  fure,  without  being 
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aflured  that  there  is  fuch  a  dodrine  as  ele^on* 
From  God's  fecret  counfcl  and  covenant  fprings  na 
Imall  part  of  our  unfpcakable  joy^  God  fills  us  with 
joy  and  peace  in  believing,   and  efpccialiy  in  be- 
lieving our  clcftion  of  God^-^NofwUhJianding,  in  this 
rejoice  not^  that  the  Jprits  are  JubjeH  unto  you  j    but 
rather  tejoice  becaufeyour  names  are  written  in  heaven. 
Luke  X.  ao.  If  thefe  things  are  lacking  in  our  faiths 
cur  faith  is,  deficient  in  one  of  the  moft  fublime  and 
eftablifhing  articles.     He  that  believeth  the  love 
that  God  hath  to  him,  is  led  to  believe  that  this 
love  took  its  rife  from  eternity  (for  there  arc  no 
new  ads  in  God) ;  and  from  thofe  ancient  (etde- 
ments  are  the  goings  forth  of  Chrifl;  dated. — But 
tboUi  Bethlehem  Epbratah,  though  thou  be  little  among 
the  thousands  of  Judah^  yet  out  of  thee  Jhall  he  come 
forth  unto  me  that  is  to  be  ruler  in  Ifrael ;  wbofe  goings 
forth  have  been  from  of  old,  from  everlajling.    Micah 
V.  a.    Into  thefe  deep  things  does  the  Holy  Spirit 
lead  us,  and  into  a  humble  acquiefcence  with  them> 
and  fills  us  with  wonder  and  aftonifhment  at  them. 
And  he  likewife  leads  us  into  the  diftind  perfonal 
works  of  the  holy  and  blefled  Trinity,    As  a  fpirit 
of  adoption  he  gives  us  power  and  boldnefs  to  claim 
our  intered:  in  God  as  our  Covenant-God  and  Father 
— To  as  many  as  received  him  to  them  gave  he  power  to 
become  thefons  ofGod^  even  to  them  which  believe  on  bis 
name ;  which  were  bom,  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  wiU  of  the 
fiefh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  Cod,     This  birth 
makes  our  fonfhtp  clear :  love  gives  us  a  dwelling 
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In  God— ffe  that  lovetb  dwelletb  in  God,  and  God  in 
bim.  Faith  gives  us  a  dwelling  in  Chrift — That  Cbriji 
may  dwell  in  your  bearts  by  faith.  And  the  Spirit's 
iivitnels  proves  our  adoption — the  Spirit  cries,  Abba^ 
Father.  Receiving  power  to  become  the  fons  of 
God^  is  receiving  the  Spirit  \  and  by  the  Spirit  the 
grace  of  faith,  to  enable  us>  as  I  before  obferved, 
^ith  a  holy  boldncfs  to  claini  our  ibnfhip  before 
God. — But  I  Jaidy  How  Jball  I  put  thee  among  the 
children,  and  give  thee  a  pleqfant  land,  a  goodly  heri- 
tage  of  the  bofls  of  nations?  And  I  faid,  Thoujhalf 
caU  me.  My  father  j  and  fbalt  not  turn  away  from 
me.  Jen  iii.  19.  This  promife  the  Spirit  makes 
good;  he  makes  us  fay.  My  father.  And  this  may 
be  feen  in  the  prodigal  fon — /  wiU  arife,  and  go  to  my 
faAer.  Thefe  words  were  fpoken  under  the  em- 
boldening and  encouraging  influence  of  the  fpirit  of 
adoption;  and  whatever  the  Holy  Spirit  fays  or 
does  is  always  owned  and  honoured  by  God  the 
Father,  and  confirmed  in  heaven ;  as  may  be  feen 
in  th«  parable— 7 ibw  is  my  fon,  fays  God  \  he  was 
dead,  and  is  alive  again  -,  he  was  lojl,  and  is  found. 
The  Jews  fpoke  the  fame  language  the  prodigal  did, 
even  to  Chrift-r-/^''^  have  one  father,  even  God.  But 
this  is  neither  owned  nor  honoured ;  for,  If  God  were 
your  Father,  (fays  Chrift)  you  would  love  me:  for  I 
proceeded  forth  and  came  from  God-,  neither  came  1  of 
myfelf,  but  hefent  me.  Ye  are  of  your  father  the  devil, 
and  the  lufis  of  your  father  ye  will  do.  Be  was  a 
murderer  from  the  beginning,   and  abode  not  in  the 
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truths  lecaufe  there  is  no  truth  in  him.  John  viii.  42144; 
Thus  we  (ee  that  no  claim  upon  birth-privileges, 
|)0,  not  upon  national  adoption  1  no  unwarrantable, 
no  prefumptuous  claims  upon  God,  are  either  ap- 
proved or  confirmed. 

io.  The  Holy  Spirit  is  given  for  a  witnels  to  us. 
If  we  receive  the  witnefs  of  men,  (as  many  do,  and  reft 
in  it,)  the  witneff  of  God  is  ff^eater*  He  that  helievei 
hath  the  witnefs  in  himfelf  And  furc  I  am  that  with- 
out the  infallible  teftimony  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  no 
poor  convinced,  felf-^condemned,  and  fclf-defpairing 
finner  could  ever  lay  any  cjaim  upon  the  Almighty, 
A  fenfible  finner,  who  feels  the  enmity  of  his  mind 
^nd  the  rebellion  of  his  heart,  who  is  loathfome  in 
his  own  (ight^  and  confcious  to  himfelf  that  he  is  a 
child  of  wrath,  and  a  willing  drudge  to  Satan ;  for 
fuch  an  one  to  call  God  his  father  (even  while  God's 
wrath  and  jealoufy  fcems  to  fmoke  againfl:  him)  he 
would  think'  it  the  vileft  prefumption  in  fuch  a 
wretch  as  he,  and  the  greatefl:  affront  and  infult,  the 
greateft  difhonour  and  indignity,  that  could  be  of- 
fered to  the  majefty  of  heaven — He  may  fay  to  cor^ 
ruption.  Thou  art  my  father  \  and  to  the  v)orm.  Thou 
art  my  mother.  Job  xvii,  14.  But  to  think  that 
God  would,  or  could,  ever  acknowledge  or  accept 
fuch  an  one  a3  a  child  of  his,  is  what  would  never 
have  entered  his  mjnd  world  without  end,  if  the 
Holy  Ghoft  did  not  put  it  there.  And  he  does  it 
in  the  following  manner : — Firft,  he  filences  all  the 
finner*$  accufers  and  ^I  accufation$,  and  brings  the 

confuted 


(    »«9    ) 

coiifufcd  and'  confounded  foul  into  a  ftate  of  did 
nioft  profound  calm,  quietude,  peace,  and  tran- 
quility. Here  our  fins,  which  appeared  like  the 
fins  of  Sodom,  crying  to  heaven  -,  confcience,  alio, 
with  his  cutting  accufatioils;  the  law,  with  all  its 
curfes  and  unlimited  demands  s  juftice,  with  his  calls 
for  vengeances  Satan,  with  all  his  blafphemies, 
fiery  darts,  accufadons,  and  terrible  fuggeflions; 
together  with  all  our  heart-mifgivings  and  heart* 
rifings,  and  thofe  terrible  pafTages  of  fcripture  which 
defcribe  the  fruitlefs  crys  of  Elfau,  the  horrors  of 
Judas,  the  mifery  of  Cain,  the  diftraftion  of  Saul, 
and  the  fearful  end  of  Corah,  Abiram,  and  Dathan; 
are  aU  (tilled  and  huQied  into  the  profoundeft 
filence,  the  violent  ftorm  of  wrath  abates,  and  the 
troubled  iea  ceafes  from  her  raging.  The  poor 
finner  (lands  aftoniffaed  to  know  what  are  become 
of  all  his  acculers ;  he  looks  about  him,  and  finds 
that  all  his  fins  which  were  fet  in  order  againft  him, 
all  his  fecret  fins  which  fi:ood  in  the  light  of  God's 
countenance,  are  blotted  out  as  a  cloud,  and  his 
tranfgreffions  as  a  thick  cloud ;  and,  as  far  as  the  eaft 
is  from  the  weft,  fo  hr  does  God  feparate  our  tranf- 
greffions from  us.  The  guilt  and  filth  of  (in  within 
is  all  purged  away,  and  every  inbred  corruption  is 
fubdued  and  out  of  fight  -,  fo  that  not  one  unclean 
bird  remdns  upon  the  living  facrifice.  The  Holy 
Spirit  (ets  Chrift  crucified  before  the  eye  of  faithj 
while  the  Spirit,  in  the  application  of  the  blood  of 
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^rinkliog*  fpeaks  pardon,  peace,  reccndlinrioOy 
and  perfe6t  friendfhip.  Sin  being  purged,  ncthiog 
feparates  or  ftands  between  GcmJ  and  the  fbuL  The 
Holy  Ghoft  (beds  abroad  God's  love  in  the  heart, 
which  ca(t:8  put  fear  and  torment,  doubts  and  ali 
mifgivings  of  the  heart  about  it ;  while  love  di(fi>tve$ 
the  ftony  heart,  melts  •  the  (hibborn  mind>  and 
makes  the  rebellious  will  fubmit  and  become  pliant; 
J07  unutterable  Bows  in,  while  floods  of  pious  and 
godly  fbrrow  flow  out.  The  benign  Father  0^  all 
mercies,  and  God  of  all  comfort,  indulges  the  foul 
with  the  greateft  freedom  and  familiarity,  and  with 
nearneis  of  accefs  to  him.  God  fhines  well-pleafed 
in  the  face  of  Jefus,  accepts  and  embraces  the  foul 
in  him;  while  faith,  attended  with  the  fuUefl 
afliirance,  fprings  up  and  goes  forth  in  the  fulkfl 
exercife  upon  the  everlafting  love  of  God,  and  on 
the  finifhed  falvation  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  is  fully 
perfuaded  of  her  eternal  interefl  in  both  i  while  the 
Holy  Spirit  cries,  -4^^^,  Father ;  to  ^hich  cry  both 
law  and  gofpel,  the  love  of  God  and  the  blood  of 
Chrlft,  retributive  juftice  and  honeft  confcience,  all* 
put  their  hearty  amen. 

The  Holy  Spirit,  with  the  witnefi  that  he  bears^ 
follows  the  convinced  finner  through  every  ftage  of 
his  experience,  from  his  firfl:  awakening,  until  his 
tranflation  into  the  kingdom  of  God  takes  fdace^ 
So  that  the  convinced  finner  who  comes  to  the  lights 
who  waits  upon  Godj  and  waits  for  him>  has  th^ 
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wstnds  (/the  Spirit  in  his  own  heart  to  the  truth  of 
wh^t  he  feds,  and  of  what  he  (eeks.     The  Spirit 
bears  his  wicnefs  to  the  reality  of  his  wants ;  to  the 
deep  fenie  that  he  has  of  his  fins ;  to  the  honefty  and 
integrity  of  his  foul  5  to  his  fervent  cries  and  earneft 
feai-ches;  to  his  real  grief  on  account  of  his  iins» 
and  his  earneft  deOre  of  deliverance  frotn  them. 
Nor  can  fuch  a  foul  look  either  God  or  confcience 
in  the  face,   and  fay>  I  am  neither  awakened  nor 
quickened;   I  am  neither  in  earneft,  honeft,  nor 
fincere.     Nor  dare  he  lay,  I  have  no  hunger  nor 
thirft  after  God,  nor  that  I  neither  ^labour  nor  am 
heavy  laden.     Nor  dare  he  fay  that  he  has  neither 
hope  nor  expe&ation  of  better  days  and  better  tid« 
ings ;  nor  dare  he  fay  that  there  is  no  truth  in  him» 
nor  that  God  has  done  nothing  for  him  i  nor  would 
he  change  ftates  (mi(f  rable  as  he  is)  with  the  moft 
iecure  pharifee,  nor  with  the  moft  gifted  profeflbr 
IB  the  workl ;  nor  would  he  part  with  his  dreadftjl 
feelings,  the  chaftifements,  the  reproofs  of  God,  the 
bitter  fenfe  he  has  of  his  fins,  nor  the  intolerable 
burden  of  them,  for  all  the  treafures  of  Egypt,  un- 
Icfs  he  could  get  rid  of  them  the  right  way  -,  namely, 
by  an  application  of  the  atoning  blood  of  Chrift. 
He  can  ftnell  the  ftinking  favour  of  an  hypocrite  in 
Zion,  and  feel  the  barrennefs  and  emptinefs  of  a 
miniflrr  of  the  letter ;    he  can  fee  through  a  ftieep's 
ikin  on  a  wolf's  back,  and  knows  the  empty  found 
pf  fwcUing  words.    Neither  the  gracclcfs  heart  of  a 
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foolilh  virgin,  nor  the  arrogance  of  them  that  talk 
of  liberty  while  they  are  the  fervants  of  corruption, 
are  hid  from  him— though  be  is  faft  bound  in  affiiSion 
a^d  iron.  He  is  a  ftrange  creature  both,  to  himfelf 
and  others.  He  fpeaks  a  language  that  few  under- 
fland  \  and  it  is  a  language  that  he  cannot  explain* 
He  is  always  in  a<5tion^  and  a£ts  a  part  that  aftoni(hes 
himfelf.  He  fucks  his  fweets  from  bittemefs  (Prov. 
xxvii.  7),  and  cleaves  to  the  rod  that  beats  him.  By 
afiliftion  he  lives,  and  in  the  fhadow  of  death  he 
finds  the  moft  life.  He  gets  health  in  his  fickneis, 
and  healing  in  his  wounds  \  fatisfadtion  in  (brrow ; 
life  in  death  \  faith  in  fcverity  \  hope  in  hcavinefs ; 
and  expedation  in  felf-defpair.  His  burden  is  more 
than  he  can  bear,  yet  he  dreads  the  thought  of  lofing 
It.  He  IS  completely  miferablcj  yet  he  hates  eafel 
And,  though  his  life  hangs  in  4oubt,  he  trembles  at 
the  thoughts  of  fecuricy.  And  that  which  he  is  moft 
afraid  of,  is  that  which  he  feeks  moft  after.  None 
work  fo  hard  as  he,  and  none  fo  great  an  enemy  to 
works.  To  fecure  himfelf  is  all  his  concern,  and 
yet  he  hates  himfelf  more  than  he  hates  the  devil. 

Beloved,  farewell;  be  of  good  comfort,  follow 
peace,  and  the  God  of  truth  and  peace  (hall  be  with 
thee.  I  add  no  more  at  this  time,  but  my  poor  pe- 
titions, and  fubfcribe  myfelf 

Yours  in  him, 

W.  HUNTINGTON. 


• 
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LETTER    XIII. 
To  the  Rev,  J.  Jenkins,  ai  the  New  Vicaraget 

* 

near  the  Deanery,  Lewes,  Sujfex. 


To  bis  Excellency  the '  Weljh  Ambajador  his  friend 
/endetb  greeting. 

Ambassadors  perfonate  their  fovereigns^ 
and  are  as  their  mouth  in  foreign  courts ;  and  are, 
or  ihould  be,  refpedled  according  to  their  wifdotn 
and  faithfblnefs>  and  according  to  the  greatnefs,  dig- 
nity, and  fbrmidabilicy  of  their  royal  matters.  But, 
O,  my  beloved,  what  an  honour  is  it  to  be  an  am- 
baflador  of  the  King  of  kings !  called  and  com* 
mifiioned,  owned  and  honoured,  by  him ;  and  to  be 
in  a  pardoned  and  juftified  flate;  in  union,  in  fellow- 
Ihip,  and  in  peace  with  him :  and  therefore  ambaf^ 
iadors  of  peace,  bearers  of  good  tidings,  publilhens 
of  falvacion,  and  that  fay  unto  Zion,  Tiy  God 
rei^eib!  Such  are  the  chariots  of  the  Lord  of 
hefts,  in  which  he  rides,  and  by  which  he  bears  his 
name  among  the  Gentiles ;  out  of  which  he  (hines, 
and  from  whom  he  fends  out  his  line  into  all  the 
earth,  and  his  words  to  the  end  of  the  world.  In- 
finite condefcenfion  is  this.    And  when  we  confider 

what  we  were ;  how  mean !   hgw  low !   how  poor  I 
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how  dcfpicablc  ! — But  he  hath  chofen  the  poor,  the 
weaki  the  foolifh>  and  the  bafe,  that  he  may  (lain 
the  pride  of  human  glory,  and  bring  into  contempt 
the  honourable  of  the  earth.  Now  he  which  efta^ 
mjhetb  us  in  Cbrift^  and  hath  anointed  us,  is  God: 
who  hath  djojealed  us,  and  given  us  the  eamefi  of  the 
Spirit  in  our  hearts.  2  Cor.  i.  21,  22.  Upon  this 
delightful  fubjed  I  (hall' yet  proceed. 

II.  The  Holy  Spirit  is  to  aid  and  afiUt  the  true 
vorftiippcrs  of  God  in  every  branch  of  religious 
worlhip  J  and  the  faints  muA:/erve  in  newnefs  ofjpirit, 
and  not  in  the  oldnejs  of  the  letter.     God  requires 
worlhip  fuitable  to  his  nature — God  is  a  Jpirit,  and 
they  that  worjhip  him  muft  worjhip  him  in  fpirit  and 
in  truth  I  for  Godfeekethfucb  to  worjhip  him.     Wor- 
fhip  in  the  fpirit  is  oppofed  to  all  carnal  woHhip 
^ith  a  dead  form,  in  which  the  bddy  only  is  en- 
gaged ;  and  therefore  called  iodily  exerci/i,  which  pro- 
fiteth  little.     Worfhipping  God  in  truth  is  oppofed 
to  all  falfe,    deceitful,    and  hypocritical  worfliip, 
when  the  heart  and  foul  are  altogether  difengagcd — 
Ihey  draw  near  to  me  with  their  mouthy  and  with  their 
lips  do  honour  me,  but  their  heart  is  far  from  mei 
therefore  in  vain  they  worjhip  me.     In  order  to  this 
true  worlhip  we  muft  be  purged  and  purified,  juf- 
tified  and  fanftified,  and  influenced  with  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  God.     God  requires  a  pure  offering,  and 
an  offering  in  ri ghteoufnefs,  or  oflTerings  offered  up 
by  pcrfons  in  a  juftified  ftate. — And  he  Jhall  fit  as  a 

refiner  and  purifier  of  filver :   and  he  JbaU  purify  the 
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fims  ffLevij  and  purge  them  as  gold  and  ftlvtr^  tbaf 
ibey  maj  offer  unto  the  Lard  an  offering  in  righteoujkffs. 
'Ihm  JbdU  the  offering  of  Judab  and  Jerufalem  be  plea- 
font  unto  the  Lordi  as  in  the  days  of  old^  and  as  in 
former  years.  MaL  iii.  3, 4.  The  days  of  old^  and  the. 
aacienc  times  Ipoken  of>  are  the  days  of  Abel^  Seth, 
Enoch,  Noah,  Abraham,  Melchi^edek,  Ifaac,  and 
Jacob,  &c.   of  whom,  and  of  whofe  worflup,  W9 
have  no  (ault;-  but  they  obtained  a  good  report 
through  fcaib*    Now  God  promifes  that,  under  the 
gofpel*  the  fame  acceptable  worihip  (haU  be  per-- 
formed;  and  therefore  he  promifes  to  influence  and 
guide  us  in  every  branch  of  it — For  I  the  Lord  love 
judgment^  I  bate  robbery  for  burnt  offeringi  and  I  mil 
direS  their  work  in  truth,  and  I  will  make  an  ever^ 
lofting  cwenant  with  them.  Ifaiah  Ixi.  8.     And  the 
Lord  direds  us  in  all  our  works  by  his  Holy  Spirit, 
and  efpedally  in  pr^ycr^^Likewife  the  Spirit  alfo 
hdpetb  our  h^rmities  y  for  we  know  not  what  wefhotdd 
prayfor-as  we  ought:  but  the  Spirit  it/elf  maketb  in-- 
tercefflon  for  us  with  groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered. 
And  be  that  fearchetb  the  heart  knoweth  what  is  the 
ndnd^tbe  Spirit,  becaufe  be  maketb  interceffum  for  the 
faints  according  to  the  will  of  God.  Rom.  viii.  26, 27. 
The  apoftle  here  tells  us  that  we  know  not  what 
we  (hould  pray  for  as  we  ought,  uolefs  the  Spine 
help  us.    And  there  are  prayers  that  have  been  put 
op  by  good  men  that  have  not  been  anfwered— 
Ely  ah  requeued f()r  bimf elf  that  be  might  die,  and  f aid ^ 
It  is  enough :  now,  0  Lord,  take  av)ay^  m^  life ;  for 
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/  am  mi  better  than  my  fathers,  i  Kings  xix*  4« 
Zebcdcc's  wife's  rcqucft  for  her  two  fons,  to  fit, 
one  at  the  right  hand  of  Chrift,  and  the  other  ac 
the  left,  meets  with  no  better  anfwer  than  this— 3^ 
knim  not  what  ye  q/k.  Matt.  xx.  22.  Which  (hews 
us  the  need  of  a  Spirit  of  grace  and  fupplication. 
The  Holy  Spirit  enlightens  us  to  fee  our  wantSj  and 
quickens  us  to  feel  theni>  and  creates  a  hunger  and 
a  thirft  after  the  provision  of  God*s  houfe;  and 
then  leads  our  minds  into  the  word,  and  (hews  us 
what  is  held  forth,  promifed,  and  freely  given  to 
us — jVbw  we  have  received^  not  tbejpirit  of  the  world, 
iui  thefpirit  which  is  of  God-,  that  we  might  know  the 
things  that  are  freely  given  to  us  of  God.  i  Cor.  ii.  1 2. 
The  Holy  Spirit,  which  fearches  the  deep  things  of 
God,  knows  what  is  in  referve  for  us,  and  the  time 
appointed  for  us  to  receive  that  which  God  hath  laid 
up  for  us ;  and  he  fcts  us  to  praying  for  them  when 
that  time  arrives.  Thus,  when  the  time  of  Ifrael's 
deliverance  from  Egyptian  bondage  drew  near,  the 
fpirit  of  fupplication  was  poured  out,  and  the  cries 
of  the  children  of  Ifrad  went  up.  And  God  heard 
their  groanings;  and  God  remembered  his  covenant  with 
Abraham,  with  Jjfaac,  and  with  Jacob.  And  God 
looked  upon  the  children  of  IfraeU  Md  God  had  refpeS 
unto  them.  Exod.  ii.  24,  25.  So,  in  Daniel,  jufl:  as 
the  time  was  approaching  for  them  to  return  to  their 
own  land,  Daniel  underftands,  by  the  prophecies  of 
Jeremiah,  that  God  would  accomplifh  feventy  years 
in  the  dcfolations  of  Jerufalcm  i  then  Daniel  fets  his 
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fiKt  to  ihe  I^rJ  God,  to  Jeek  by  prater  and  fupplications^ 
sxatb  fqfimg^  and  Jackcktb,  md  ajhes.  Dan.  ix.  j. 
So,  alfo,  there  is  a  fet  time  to  favour  Zion,  and  every 
one  that  is  ordained  to  be  of  her  community;  a  kt 
time  for  every  purpofe  $  and,  when  that  time  is  up, 
which  the  Holy  Spirit  h  perfeftly  acquainted  with, 
tiien  he  makes  intercefllion  with  fuch  energy,  that  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  which  fuffcreth  violence,  is  taken 
by  force.  The  Holy  Spirit  furniftics  the  foul  with 
Citable  promifes  to  plead,  with  invitations  and  en- 
couraging paflages  of  fcripture :  thefe  he  brings  to 
the  mind  and  puts  into  the  mouth,  enabling  the  foul 
CO  ufe  ail  forts  of  arguments,  pleadings,  interceflions, 
fupplications,  contefTions,  and  reafonings;  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  helps  the  poor  creature  againft  his 
unbelief,  mifgivings  of  heart,  dcfponding  thoughts, 
(hame,  fear,  and  confufion  efface.  He  draws  forth 
fiiith  into  lively  excrciie,  and  raifes  up  hopes  and 
expedations  of  being  heard  and  anfwercd.  He 
emboldens  die  poor  fmner,  and  fortifies  his  mind ; 
be  (trengthens  his  heart,  filences  his  accufers,  and 
clothes  his  words  with  power  i  enabling  him  to  pour 
out  hh  very  foul  before  God  with  earned  cries  and 
cears,  till  his  cares  and  concerns,  his  burdens,  his 
gric6,  his  diftreifes  and  Ibrrows,  his  doubts  and 
fears,  all  flow  out  with  his  words;  and  he  goes  from 
Shiloh  with  his  countenance  no  more  iad.  How  did 
be  hdp  Manafich,  who  was  an  idolater  and  a  wizafxl, 
who  made  JuJah  and  Jerufalem  do  worfe  than  the 
iieatfaen,  and  who  was  deaf  to  all  warning  and  ad- 
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nKMntton,  till  God  brought  an  hoft  agatnft  hitn^^ 
who  took  him  and  bound  him  wich  fetters,  and  car* 
ried  him  to  Babylon?  And  when  be  was  in  cffiiSlion 
he  befaugbt  the  Lord  bis  God,  and  bumbled  bimpslf 
greatly  before  the  God  of  his  fatbers^  and  prayed  unlQ 
bim ',  and  be  was  entreated  vf  bim^  dnd  beard  bis  fup^ 
plication^  and  brought  bim  again  to  Jerufakm  into  bis 
kingdom.  Then  Manaffeh  knew  that  the  Lord  be  was 
God*  2  Chron.  xixiii.  j2,  13.  How  did  die  Holy 
Spirit  furniQi  the  poor  Syrophenician  woman  with 
her  great  faich  and  treble  plea>  till  (he  got  all  her 
heart's  deiire  ?  He  made  the  poor  prodigal  claim 
his  fbnfhip  in  a  far  country,  even  when  ftung  with 
the  guilt  of  (inning  againft  hearen  and  before  God^ 
as  his  own  father  in  covenant  j  and  Hezekiah,  al(b, 
when  both  heaven  and  earth  teemed  to  combine 
againft  him.  Some  of  the  children  of  Godj  who 
have  foully  fallen,  and  brought  on  themfclvesj  and 
on  God's  caufe  and  family,  open  reproach  and 
fcandali  as  Noah,  David,  Peteri  &c«  and  thofc 
who  have  awfully  backfliddcn,  and  got  into  (in  and 
into  the  world,  till  their  hearts  hai^e  been  almoin 
hardened  from  fear,  and  who  would  have  gone  from 
bad  to  worfe,  till  they  had  become  quite  callous  1 
and  return  no  more,  if  the  Holy  Spirit,  either  hf 
his  own  immediate  operations,  or  by  (he  inftru- 
mentality  of  fome  Nathan>  did  not  alarm  and 
^waken  them  to  a  fenfe  of  their  (late }  and,  when 
they  are  awakened  and  brought  to  a  fenfe  of  their 
Has,  their  crimes  are  aggravated  with  fuch  a  com- 
1  plicatioo 
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pHcation  of  cirGumftances»  and  attended  with  fuck 

bitter  rcfle&ions  as  would  liqk  chem  for  cver^  if 

die  power  of  the  Spirit  was  not  put  forth  in  them. 

Sins  againft  light  and  love;    againft  comfort^  joy, 

and  peace;   againil  a  merciful  and  compafTionate 

Fathers  againft  all  the  bleOIngs  of  the  better  tefta- 

inent  i  againft  a  God  formerly  known  and  enjoyed^ 

and  againft  a  Saviour  revealed,  and  after  union^ 

communion}  and  fellowftiip  with  him ;  and  againft 

the  confoladons>  witneffing,  and  ftaling  of  the  Holy 

Spirit  of  promife.     Looking  back  to  the  glorious 

times  that  are  paft ;   to  the  bleiTed  days  of  the  Son 

of  man  s  and  to  the  joy,  peace,  reftj  quietude,  and 

happinefs  then  enjoyed. — But  now  all  is  gone.  ''Fool 

that  I  am/'  lays  the  poor  creature  i ''  for  a  little  pelf^ 

a  litde  imagined  pleafure,  and  by  the  deceitfulnefs 

of  fin,  am  I  (horn  of  all  my  ftrength,  and  divefted 

of  all  true  happinefs.     I  have  ftumbled  the  weak, 

and  have  opened  the  mouths  of  the  enemies  of  my. 

God :  they  that  have  watched  for  my  baking,  an4 

who  would  rejoice  when  I  am  moved,  and  who  eat 

up  the  fin  of  God^s  people  as.  they  eat  bread,  will 

now  fay.   This  is  the  day.  that  we  have  looked  for. 

My  fmiling  God  is  gone,  and  all  fwect  intercourfe 

appears  to  be  cut  offl  The  Holy  spirit  is  grieved;  no 

accels  to  a  throne  of  grace,  no  liberty  in  the  Spirit^ 

no  liberty  of  fpeech.    A  difmal  gloom  appears  in 

the  Bible ;  nothing  but  reproofs  and  rebukes  from 

the  pulpit,  barrennefs  in  the  peW}  a  fallen  counte« 

K  nance 
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rtancc  before  the  world;  and  nothing  but  fccrcc 
rage,  envy,  and  jcaloufy  in  my  heart,  when  I  am 
among  them  that  love  God,  which  calls  a  damp 
upon  all  their  holy  fire.  '  O  my  bafe  ingratitude ! — 
Pools i  hecauje  of  their  iniquities y  are  afflOled.  I  may  go 
halting  to  my  grave  under  fatherly  feverify,  and 
perhaps  it  will  be  worfe  than  that.  Who  knows 
but  I  have  committed  the  unpardonable:  (in;  ^nd 
have  crucified  Chrift  afrefh,  and  done  dcfplte  to  the 
Spirit  of  grace,  and  therefore  am  a  caftaway  ?** 

A  Iheep  thus  ftrayed  would  never  return,  a  foui  thus 
ftllen  would  never  rife  more,  without  the  adlftance 

< 

of  the  Holy  Spirit.     David  knew  this  when  he 

« 

prayed-^Gj^  me  not  away  fyom  thy  prefence-,  and  take 
not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  me.  Pfalm  li.  1 1.  A  foul 
under  fuch  circumftances  watches,  obferves,  and 
attends  all  the  day  long  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  fee 
if  he  can  find  any  enlargement  of  heart,  any  rifings 
of  hope  and  expeftation,  any  goings  forth  in  faith 
or  afitfiioh,  any  freedom  of  foul  or  of  fpeeirh  in 
prayer,  any  flowings  out  of  godly  forrow,  'any 
founding  of  the  bowels  after  God,  any  real  com- 
pundion,  contrition,  or  pious  mourning  after  the 
Lord  ;■  if  there  be  any  goings  forth  of  bve  to  him; 
if  any  filial  or  childlike  fear  of  him  fpringing  up, 
whidrhas  the  goodncfs  of  God  for  its  objeft ;  if  he 
can  find  any  fortitude,  help,  or  inward  fupport,  or 
aflSftance  in  prayer ;  if  any  word  conic  to  afluagc 
his  grieC  to  foftcn  the  heart,  to  fupport,  encourage, 
br  to  produce  fiibmiffion  to  the  will  of  God ;   if 

there 
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there  be  any  difperfion  of  his  fears  and  terrors ;  if 
any  fclif- abhorrence  or  fclf-loathing ;  if  Satan's  accb- 
lacions  and  fiery  darts  lofc  their  force,  or  abate  in 
their  violcnccj  if  the  reproaches  of  confcience  get 
lefs  fevcre.  Thus  docs  the  poor  diftrcflcd  foul  wait 
upop  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  watch  and  obfcrve  every 
injQuence,. operation,  or  ^hange,  that  is  made  m  the 
heart  j  and  greedily  catches  every  hint^  didatc,  fen- 
iation,  motion,  affeftion,  allurenicnt,  or  eixdoyragc- 
roent,  which  is  produced  in  the  foul  j  and  weighs  it, 
Vonfiders  it,  embraces  it,  and  interprets  it  in  his 
own  favour  as  far  as  circumftancesj  truth,  and  con- 
fcience  will  permit  htm. 

Sometimes  fbuls  under  fuch  relapfcs  find  that  the 
law  is  armed  with  frefh  wrath  and  terrors  againft 
them,  and  that  bitter  things  in  that  hand-writing 
appear  againft  them ;  that  it  lays  a  frefh  hold  of 
them,  and  binds  fhem  h^-^Tbefirengtit^  of  fin  is  the 
law^  i  Cor.  xv.  56.  The  ipirit  of  bondage  feizes 
them  and  (huts  them  up ;  which  is  nothing  elfe  but 
the  anger  of  God  working  wrath,  fl^vilh  fear,  ter- 
ror, and  torment,  in  them ;  under  which  they  are 
concraded,  bound,  and  hemmed. in;  (hut  up  in 
unbelief,  in  hardnefs  of  heart,  dnd  under  the  re- 
bukes of  God,  and  in  fear  of  worfe,  to  come ;  and 
while  thus  imprifoned.  neither  faith  nor  love  dare  to 
venture  out.  Hence  P^yid  complains  in  his  fall---* 
4S1KV  «»,  O  God^  for  ibe  waters  are  com  in  untQ  my  foul. 
J  Jifik  in  deep  miru  where  there  is  ho  Jlanding :  I  am 
i'  K  2  come 
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cme  into  deep  waters,  where  the  floods  overflow  me.  I 
am  weary  of  my  crying:,  my  throat  is  dried:  mine 
eyes  fail  while  I  wait  for  my  God.  ^f.  Ixix.  ff^aflf 
me  thoroughly  from  mine  iniquity ^  and  cUanfe  me  from 
my  Jin :  for  I  acknowledge  my  tranfgrejfions^  and 
.  my  fin  is  ever  before  me.  Purge  me  with  iyj/bp, 
and  I  fhall  he  clean :  wafb  me^  and  I  fhaU  be 
whiter  than  fnow.  Rejlore  unto  me  the  joy  4)f  thy 
fahation,  and  uphold  me  with  thy  free  fpirit.  Plalm 
IL  And  agairi-rO,  my  God,  my  foul  is  caft  down 
within  me  •'  therefore  will  I  remember  thee  from  the 
land  of  Jordan,  and  of  the  Hermonites  from  the  bill 
Mizar.' '  Deep  caUeth  unto  deep  at  the  noife  of  thy 
water 'Jjpouts :  all  thy  waves  and  thy  billows  are 
gone  over  me.  Pfalm  xlii.  In  the  atx>ve  the  pfalmift 
feds  the  fpirit  of  bondage^  which  is  wrath  -and 
fear  i  and  he  prays  for  the  joy  of  God's  falvation, 
and  to  be  upheld  by  God*s  free  fpirit ;  which  is 
the  Holy  iSpirit^  the  fpirit  of  love  and  power. 
He  complains  of  deep  calling  unto  deep.  A  foul  in 
the  horrible  pit  hears  little  elfe  but  the  calls  of 
law  and  juftice  for  vengeance^  which  are  always 
ahfwered  again  by  the  accufations  of  Satan  and 
confcicnte.  Thtf  (lorms  of  Sinai,  like  a  water-fpout 
at  fea,  threaten  the  earthen  veffel  with  a  deluge  of 
wrath  •  which  would  foon  drown  it  in  deftruftioa 
and  perdition.  Thcfe  waves  of  real,  and  fomc 
Imaginary"  difpleafure  (riO  lefs  terrible  than  rcaQ 
rolling  over  the  poor  creature,  arc  ready  to  fend  the 

bark 
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bark  to  the  bottom.  This  U  the  terrible  way  in 
vfaich  fbme  fallen  and  backfliding  fouls  are  purged 
and  reclaimed ;  and  efpecially  fuch  as  have  brought 
public  fcandal  upon  the  gofpel  and  church  of 
Chriftj  as  the  inceftuous  Corinthian^  &c.  Others . 
are  revived  and  reftored  by  more  gentle  means-— 
A  /oft  tongue  JhaU  break  their  bones.  Prov.  xxv.' 
15.  Divine  kindnefs  ihall  melt  them,  humble 
and  ibften  them.  But  even  this  unexpe£led  kind- 
nets,  which  is  coyly  received,  and  in  much  felf- 
abhorrence  often  put  from  them,  as  they  are  ut« 
terly  unworthy  of  the  leafl;  notice  of  God,  and 
is  mixed  with  fome  refentment,  which  keeps  the 
foul  at  a  diftance,  mixing  his  fear  with  tremblings 
and  when  any  child  of  God  is  raifed  up  and 
reftored  in  this  way,  as  the  poor  prodigal  was^ 
when  the  kifs,  the  robe,  and  the  ring,  quite  killed 
him;  and  as  a  propitious  look  from  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  killed  Peter  to  fin,  klf,  and  the  worlds 
when  be  went  out,  and,  with  a  flood  of  the  tears 
of  penitence  and  love,  difcharged  the  guUt  with 
which  he  had  been  drenched  while  in  the  fieve  of 
Satan,  Such  are  forgiven  s  but  it  is  long  before 
they  can  forgive  themfelves.  They  are  acquitted  by 
God;  but  they  will  not  fuffer  confcience  to  ac- 
quit, them. —  ^at  carefulnefs  it  works  in  tbeml 
j^tf ,  what  clearing  of  then^elves  I  yea,  what  indigo 
nation  I  yea,  what  fear  I  yea,  what  vehement  de-- 
fire!  yea,  what  zeal!  yea,  what  revenge!  2  Cor. 
vii.  !!• 

K  3  Thus, 
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Thus,  my  dearly-beloved  brother,  does  the  Holy 
Spirit  help  the  infirmities  o(  the  faints  of  God, 
through  the  mediation  of  Jefus  Chrift ;  and  con- 
tinually communicates  grace  from  his  fulnefs  ta 
fielp  us  in  every  time  of  need :  whole  inexhauftible 
fulnefs  of  grace  is  fufficient  to  change  the  heart  of 
the  ftoutcft  rrbel,  to  raife  up  the  fearfully  fallen, 
and  to  reftore  the  moft  awful  backflider. — Han^beit^ 
for  thh-  caufe  I  obtained  mercy  y  that  in  me  firji  Je/Us 
Chrift  might  ftsew  forth  all  long-fuffering^  for  a  pat^ 
tern  to  them  which  fbould  hereafter  beliieve  on  him  (o 
iffe  everldfting.  Now  unto  the  King  eternal^  immortal^ 
invifible,  the  only  wife  God^  be  honour  and  glory  ^  for. 
ever  and  ever.  Amen,  i  Tim.  i.  16,  17.  And  (q 
%s,    '  • 

# 

A 

Your  a^dionate  ^rvant,  fi-ieod,  and  brother. 


W.  HUNTINGTON. 
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LETTER   MlV. 
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To  the  Rev.  J.Jenkins,  at  the  new  Vicarage^ 

Lewes^  Suffix. 

The  Coalbeaver  t9  the  fTelJb  A^baffador  Jendetb  ffreet^ 
iffg,  ^b  word}!  of  peace  and  love. 

BHLor^D>  the  perifhing  fouli  parched  with 
tbt  heat  of  a  fiery  law,  who  is  led  to  the  founcaia  of 
living  water  to  drinki  is  to  have  a  wejl  of  living 
water  in  his  heart,  which  is  to  fpring  up  into  ever- 
laftiBg  life.  I  know*  that  Chrifi  has  rent  the  heavens 
and  cona^  down  i  that  there  is  a  new  and  living 
way  opened  into  the  holy  of  holies  y  and  that  he  has 
admitted  our  hearts  and  hopes,  our  faich  and  our 
a&£kions,  already  to  the  right  hand  of  God,  where 
he  fittetb:  and  where  our  heart  is,  there  is  our 
trcaiure«  And  there  is  nothing  that  men  delight  in 
more  than  in  their  treafure :  of  this  they  boafl:>  and 
oa  this  they  iet  their  mind,  and  this  generaliy^em* 
ploys  their  thoughts  $  and .  therefore  you  mu(t  not 
wonder  if  I  come  again  and  again,  for  we  havQ 
heavenly  treafure  even  in  earthen  veflels.  ,The  nexC 
thing  that  I  fliall  treat  of  is, 

i  2,  The  affiftaficc  of  the  Spirit  againft  Satan.— 
$9  JbaU tbeyfear ibe nmeiof  the LvrAfrom tbe  w(ft^ 

IC4  mi 
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this  tirac  in  my  hands  ?  You  have  often,  and  Cas 
you  thought)  with  the  decpeft  felf-abborrencc,  can- 
fefled  your  own  vilenefs,  snd  told  God  that  had  he 
dcRroyed  you  he  would  have  been  ftriftly  righteous^ 
for  you  have  been  an  awful  finner  againft  him. 
God  only  foftencd  your  heart,  and  gave  you  a  little 

« 

joy,  like  that  of  the  way- fide  hearers,  on  purpofc 
to  draw  thofc  confefllons  out  of  your  mouth>  that 
he  may  cake  advantage  of  it, ,  and'  coodeom  you  cue 
ef  your  qwn  mouth,  as  a  wicked  fervant.  Aod  not 
ciJy  this,  but  you  have  called  God  himfelf  your 
Father,  a&  the  Jews  pf  old  did,  when  the  devil 
himfelf  was  their  father  s  and  you  have  called  Jefu4 
Chrift  your  dear  Lord  and  Mafter,  when  you  know 
at  this  very  time  that  I  have  full  power  over  yoq« 
Never,  no  never,  was  there  fuch  a  he^dftrong,  dar* 
ing,  preiumptuous,  God*di(honouring  wretch  ap 
you.  You  a  faint !  You  look  like  one ;  doa'c 
you  ?  No,  no  i  do  not  deceive  yourfelf ;  all  yoik 
joys  and  hopes>  and  all  your  comfort,  that  you  raa 
from  houfe  to  houfe  and  chattered  about,  it  all 
came  from  me.  1  can  transform  myfclf  into  the  likc- 
liefs  of  an  angel  of  light  i  I  can  counterfeit  all'  the 
joys  and  comforts  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  purpofe  tO 
deceive.  The  whole  work  in  you  was  z^  my  own, 
and  I  did  it  on  purpoie  to  entrap  you.  Back  tQt 
my  work  you  «iuft  come,  for  you.  are  ftill  my 
((aptive,  and  I  will  make  you  fetch  up  all  your  lolt 
{ime ;  and  thi$.  the  fcripture*  declares  when  it  fays^ 
4^ J  -ibe  li^Jiaf(  of'  that  r^faff  U  ^^Js  iban  thefrfi^   . 


*'  Deceivifig  and  being  decetveip  I  have  deceivec) 
you,  *  and  you  have  deceived  others,  You  have 
been  to  youyninifter  and  cold  him  a  thoufanc}  lies, 
and  have^ceived  him;  for  he  thinks  it  is  a  work  ' 
of  grace.  And  you  have  been  to  old  Honcfty  and 
tol<J  him  your  experience ;  you  have  l?een  to  Dame 
Simplicity  and  filled  her  head  j  and  to  Mifs  Lovcr- 
truths  and  (he  thinks  you  are  a  wonder.  Go,  go, 
and  undeceive  tbcm  all ;  tell  them  what  you  really 
are  ^  that  you  always  was  a  forward,  daring,  bold, 
arrogant  rebel  i  and  that  you  have  added  this,  your 
decekfui  and  hypocrijtlcal  profcffion,  to  all  the  refl;  - 
of  your  innumerable  and  complicated  crimes, 
Never,  never  more  open  your  mouth,  i)or  drop 
one  word  to  any  fouli  living  about  reHgion--fcyea,  if 
your  heart  be  hot  within  you  keep  silence^  even  from 
good  wordfi  i ,  fctr  you^  will  be  a  reproach,  a  public 
fcandal,  a  by7Word,  and  an  offcnc? ;  and  wo  be  to 
tba$  jMan  tl^ougb  whom  the  offence  ccmetb.  You  wilj 
fturablc  thefc  poor  weaklings  that  you  have  tried  to 
encourage,  by  telling  them  your  experience;  thcfe 
will  faint  and  give  all  up :  and  you  know  what 
Chrift  fays  to  them  who  cfFirnd  one  of  thcfc  little 
ones  that  believe  in  him — Good  had  it  been  that  thou 
hadfl:  never  been  born :  yea,  betler  that  a  millfione.wer& 
banged  about  thy  n(ck,  and  that  thou  wert  drowned  in, 
the  deaths  of  thejea^  than  thai  thiou  Jbouldeft  (jffend  on» 
oftbeje  little  tmes^  »      •  ; 

'*  No  Ibul  that  ever  appeared  upon  the  ftage  of 
omc»  Ao  ^harafter  that  i^  drawn  in  the  annals  o( 

God, 
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God^  ever  appeared  fo  defperate  as  yours.  Cain 
was  banidied  from  his  father's  houfe ;  Elau's  cries 
and  tcars»  and  his  hatred  to  Jacobs  fprung  chiefly 
for  a  blefTing  in  temporal  things ;  and  S^prs  hatred 
to  David  was  moflly  becaufe  he  viewed  him  as  the 
rival  of  his  family  in  a  temporal  kingdom:  but 
your  crimes  are  worfe  than  theirs5  put  them  all  to« 
gcthcr.  For  you  hate  the  people  of  God  becaufe 
the  love  of  God  is  (bed  abroad  b^their  hearts,  and 
the  comforts  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  in  their  fouls ;  and 
to  be  jealous,  envious,  and  hateful,  not  only  to  the 
children  of  God,  but  even  to  the  comforts  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  is  an  evident  token  of  perdition.  GOj 
teU  them  all  what  you  really  are,  and  undeceive 
them;  and  tell  them  never  to 'lift*  up  tithcr  cry  or 
prayer  for  you — There  is  a  fin  unto  death  \  I  do  not 
fay  he  Jhall  fray  for  it.  Tell  them  that  all  your  feith 
was  nothing  but  preemption,  and  that  all  your 
claims  upon  God  were  unwarrantable  %A  daring 
intrufions — And  the  foul  that  doetb  aught  prefumptu^ 
eujfyj  that  foul  jhall  he  deflroyed  from  among  hh  people. 
You  will  now  be  held  up  to  contempt,  and  be  made 
a  public  example  to  deter  others  j  yea,  a  fugitive 
and  a  vagabond  jhalt  thou  he  in  the  earth.  And,  as 
for  me,  I  will  harafs,  worry,  and  drive  you,  as  I 
did  the  mad  Gadarcne  into  .the  wiidernefs.  I  never 
fwcat  nor  tire,  I  will  purfuc  you  with  unremitted 
violence,  till  I  drive  you  mad  and  defperate, 

^'  Law  finners,  that  know  nothing  of  the  will  of 
God  in  the  gofpel,  will  be  beaten  with  few  ftripes  i 

3  the 
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die  l\€athen>  who  are  a  law  to  themfelves,  will  be 
beaten  with  fewer  ftill.  But  you  are  an  impolTor» 
a  hypocrite  iu  Zion^  and  a  (inner  againft  the  Holy 
Ghoft ;  the  hotted  place  in  hell  is  your  portion^  and 
I  will  punilh  you  (for  1  am  the  tormentor)  worfe 
than  all  the  (laves  I  have,  unlefs  you  will  fall  down 
md  worftnp  me.  It  is  in  vain  to  cry  to  God^  (or 
there  is  no  God ;  nor  is  it  of  any  4](e  to  plead  the 
promi(es>  for  the  Bible  is  not  true,  I  didated  it ;  it 
was  compiled  by  cunning  and  dc(igning  men  which 
I  employed  on  purpofe  to  deceive  the  fimple. 
Hence  many  noblemen,  and  fome  of  the  mo(l 
learned  in  all  the  nation,  burleique  it  and  ridicule  it 
as  a  mere  (able  and  as  an  idle  tale.'* 

Thus  with  violence  doth  the  devil  break  in  upon  the 
young  believer  and  harafs  him,  when  it  pleafes  God  to 
leave  him  for  the  trial  of  his^  faith,  and  that  he  may 
know  what  is  in  his  heart ;  and  thus  he  ufed  to  ferve 
me.  Well  may  the  prophet  (ay.  The  enemy  comes  m 
like  a  flood i  for  all  feems  to  be  fwept  and  \farried 
away  before  him.  Nothing  appears  to  be  left  but 
die  bare  remembrance  of  things  paft,  and  fomedmes 
hardly  that.  But,  when  the  enemy  comes  in  like  a 
flood,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  fhdl  lift  up  a  ftandard 
a^amft  bim.  This  ftandard  is  Chrift  Jcfus.  Be^ 
bold,  I  will  lift  up  my  hand  to  the  Gentiles,  and  fet  up 
my  ftandard  to  the  people.  Ifa.  xlix.  22.  This  ftand- 
ard is  intended  to  gather  together  God's  eleft  to 
Chrift,  as  will  appear  in  the  following  paflagc.— G^ 
through,  go  through  the  gates  -,  prepare  you  the  way  of 

the 


the,  people ;  rafi  up^  cafl  up  the  higbw^  \  gather  out 
the  Jiones ;  lift  up  a  Jiandard  for  the  people.  Behold^ 
the  Lord  bath  proclaimed  unto  the  end  rf  the  wcrld^ 

Jay  ye  to  the  daughter  of  Zion,  Behold,  thy  Jalvatlon 
Cometh ;  behold,  his  reward  is  "With  him,  and  his  work 
hefore  him.  Ifa.  IxH.  lo,  1 1.  Cbrift  is  the  rod' from 
out  of  the  fterti  of  Jefle>  he  is  the  flandard  and  the 
cnfign  (lafi^i  his  everlafling  love  is  the  banner ;  a 
daily  crois  and  a  crown  of  glory  is  the  motto  upon 
the  banner;  minifters of  Chrift  areftandard-bearers^ 
thefe  are  commanded  to  go  through  the  gates,  to 
caft  up  the  wayj  to  gather  out  the  ftones^  and  to 
lift  up  the  (landard  to  the  people.  But  then  we  can 
only  lift  up  the  flandard  to  the  people^  not  in  them  : 
whereas  the  enemy  is  faid  to  get  into  xhtm^^fFhen 
the  enemy  Jhall  come  i  n  like  a  flood,  &c.  All  in* 
door- work  belongs  to  the  Holy  Spirit.  We  can 
only  preach  to  the  outward  ear,  and  fet  forth  the 
Lordjj^fus  Chrift  before  them';  which  is  called  lift- 
ing up  a  ftandard  to  them.     But  it  is  the  Holy 

•  Spiiit  that  teftifies  of  Chrift  to  the  heart,  and  that 
lifts  up  the  ftandard  againft  Satan  in  the  foul.  And 
this  he  docs  by  difperfing  all  che  darkncfs  and  con- 
fufion  which  the  devil  has  fpread  ovcf  the  mind ; 
and  by  fubduing  our  inbred  corruptions  which  the 
devil  has  ftirrcd  up,  and  by  enlightening  the  under- 
ftanding  afrefH,.  arid  preienting  the  Saviour  as  fhining 
into  the  foul,  and  by  drawing  forth  faith,  hope,  love, 
repentance,  and  godly  forrow,  to  go  forth  and  flow 
out  to  him ;  and,  at  'tfic  fame  time,  raifing  up  and 

7  bringing 


C    »43    ) 

bringjng  forth  to  the  believer's  vic^  the  Whole  work 
bf  grace  in  his  foul  i  by  paiTing  afrefh  the  fentence 
ofjuftification  in  the  court  of  confcience,  by  bright- 
CBing  every  ciridence,  bearing  his  own  witnefs  afrefli, 
fheddlng  abroad  again  God's  love  in  the  heart,  and 
filling  the  foul  with  joy  and  peace  in  believing. 
Now,  fays  the  foul,  let  my  enemy  conic  f  No,  no; 
Satan  knows  better;  he  will  not  face  thee  with  all 
that  armour  about  thee.  He  lays  at  the  catch ;  he 
hates  the  believing  voice  of  triumph.  When  he  hears 
dice  mourning  alone  and  fitting  folitary,  then  he  will 
vifi.t  thee  again  with  a.  Where  is  now  thy  God? 
Thefc  arc  Saun's  times,  and  he  will  let  us  know  it. 
But  ftill  the  Spirit  lifts  up  the  ftandard  againft  him, 
and,  unfolds  the  banner  of  God's  love,  again  and 
again,  in  the  behalf  of  them  that  fear  God,  that  his 
beloved  may  be  delivered  from  the  power  of  fin  and 
Satan, — Thou  bajl  given  a  banner  to  them  that  feared 
thee  J  that  it  may  he  difplayed  becaufe  of  the  truths  Selab. 
That  thy  beloved  may  be  delivered;  fave  with  thy  right 
band,  and  hear  me.  PfaL  Ix.  4,  5.  As  furc  as  ever 
Satan  obfcures  the  blefifed  work,  and  raifes  doubts 
in  the  poor  finner's  mind  about  the  realicy  of  it,  fo 
fucc  does  the  Spirit  life  up  the  ftandard  againft  him, 
and  revives  the  work,,  and.  brings  it  forth  again  tq 
the  light,  that  we  may  behold  the  righteoufnefs  of 
God  in  it.  He  does  it  over  and  oyer  again,,  til^  b« 
has  ftrengthened,  ftablimed,  and  fettled  u^# 

ij.  Our  fruitfulnefs,  alfo^    is  owing  to  the  ip* 
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dwelling  and  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit.— ^iv/  the 
'  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace,  longfuffering, 
gentknefs,  goodnefs,  faith,  mceknefs,  temperance: 
cgainfi  fuch  there  is  no  law.  Gal.  v.  22,2^.  Again^ 
For  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  in  all  goodnefs,  and 
ri^teoufnefsy  and  truth.  Eph.  v.  9.  Chrift  is  our 
living  roots  the  indwelling  of  the  Holy  Spirit  makes 
us  one  with  Chrid ;  while  the  everlafling  love  of 
God  the  Father  to  us  in  him  unites  us  to  him.  From 
tiis  fulnefs  does  the  Holy  Spirit  concinually  fupply 
us — We  receive  from  his  fulnefs,  and  grace  for  grace. 
Prcfcnt  grace  to  afllire  us  of  future  grace  \  or  fanc- 
ofying  grace  in  this  life  as  a  pledge  of  glorifying 
grace  in  heaven.  The  Spirit  takes  of  the  things 
chat  are  Chrift's,  and  Ihews  them  unto  us  — his 
undertaking,  his  fini(hed  worki  his  truths,  doc- 
trines, and  promifes;  his' righteoufnefs,  peace,  and 
fatisfadion  s  his  myfteries,  his  kingdom,  and  the 
power  and  majefty  of  it ;  his  exaltation,  meditation, 
interceflion,  and  gloriBcarion  in  heaven  above. 
This  is  the  work  of  the  blefled  Spirits  and  this 
union  with  Chrift  Jefiis  does  the  Holy  Spirit  keep 
up:  and,  we  having  life  in  Chrift  the  root,  the 
Holy  Spirit  communicates  life  every  moment  from 
the  root  to  the  branch ;  for  our  life  is  hid  with 
Clirift  in  God.  And  Chrift  fays,  Becaufe  I  live,  you 
Jball  live  alfo.  Hence  the  promife,  TCheir  letf  JhdH 
he  green,  neither  Jhall  they  ceafe  from  yielding  fruit. 
And  no  (hiall  part  of  the  faint's  fruit  is  pat  forth  in 
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God*s  houfc  of  prayer,  and  by  diligent  attendance 
dicrc-^Ii^  Lord  lovetb  tb£  gates  of  Zion  more  than  all 
the  dwellings  of  Jacob.  The  righteous  Jball  flourijb  like 
the  folm-tree :  he  fhall  grow  like  a  cedar  in  Lebanon, 
Tho/e  that  be  planted  in  the  boufe  of  the  Lord  fbaU 
Jlourifo  in  the  courts  of  our  God.  Tbeyjbatt  fiill  bring 
forth  fruit  in  old  age<i  they  fhall.  be  fat  and flourifhingi 
(0  fhew  that  the  Lord  is  ttpright :  He  is  tnj  rock^ 
^nd  there  is  no  unrigbteoufnefs  in  him.  P&lcn  xcii.  1 2, 

J3>  ^4>  '5»  ^^  God's  houfc  of  prayer  the  united 
finits  of  the  lips  are  oflfered  up ;  fuch  as»  honeft 
confcllions  o^  fins,  and  humble  acknowledgments  of 
mercies  received.  Prayers,  fupplications,  and  in- 
terceffions,  are  offered  up  in  the  unity  of  faith  and 
love.  God  i^  extolled  by  the  high  prailes  of  Zion, 
by  diank -offerings,  and  by  yeflings,  and  the  cele* 
bradons  of  the  perfections  and  attributes  of  his  na- 
ture ;  fuch  as  his  mercy,  goodnefs,  truth  and  hoK- 
iiciS)  love,  pity,  and  comp^flion,  towards  poor  fin^- 
ners  in  Chrift  Jcfus — Let  him  that  gloriefh  glory  in 
ihisy  that  he  Onderftandeth  and  hmoetb  me^  that  I  the 
Lord  exercife  righteoufnefs ,  judgment,  loving- kindne/s, 
and  tender  mercy  in  the  earth  5  for  in  theje  things  1  de- 
S^t,  faith  the  Lord.  Here  the  faints  often  havic 
bowels  of  mercy  drawn  forth,  and  their  hearts  en- 
larged towards  the  poor  of  the  Bock,  to  relieve  their 
want9-^Thofe  that  are  enriched  by  Chrift  Jefus  come 
not  behind  in  this  grace  alfo.  Befides  all  thefe,  there 
are  intecmal  fruits  brought  (brth  under  the  word  of 
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.God,  which  word  is  faid  to  bring  forth  fruit.  fPe 
give  thanks  to  God  and  the  Father  of  our  Lord  J^us 
Chrifti  praying  always  for  you^  ftnce  we  heard  of 
your  faith  in  Chriji  Jefus^  and  of  the  love  which  ye 
have  to  all  the  faints  i  for  the  hope  which  is  laid  up 
for  you  in  heaven ^  whereof  ye  heard  before  in  the  word 
cf  the  truth  of  the  gofpel:  which  is  come  unto  you,  as 
it  is  in  all  the  worlds  and  bringeth  forth  fruity  as  it 
doth  alfo  in  you  ftnce  the  day  ye  heard  of  it,  and  knew 
the  grace  of  God  in  truth.  Col.  i.  3 — 6.  A  word 
of  reproof  often  r  produces  felf-loathing  and  felf- 
abafcment.  A  word  of  fcverity  mixed  with  love 
produces  humility  and  meeknefs.  A  word  defcrip- 
tive  of  the  cried  foul's  cafe,  attended  with  an  in- 
creafe  of  ftrcngth  and  encouragement,  draws  forth 
faith  into  lively  aft  and  cxercife.  A  word  of  com- 
fort draws  forth  love  to  God,  and  joy  in  him.  A 
word  that  reftores  a  backflider  is  attended  with 
contrition  and  godly  Iqrrow.  A .  word  that  leals 
pardon  td  a  fallen  faint,  Bres  his  zeal,  and  arms 
him  with  indignation  againft  both  fin  and  felf..  A 
word  of  inflrudbion  that  fettles  a  doubting  mindj 
or  fixes  a  foul  halting  between  two  opinions,  and 
which  informs  his  judgment  and  difcovers  herefy 
and  heretics,  produces  blefCngs  and  tliankfgivings 
to  the  glory  of  God.  A  word  that  encourages 
and  fuccours  the  tempted,  excites  love  to  Chrift 
and  hatred  to  Satan.  A  word  that  ftrengthens  and 
refrefhes  the  fmcere  fecker,    produces    patience, 
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iubmifliony  and  felignation  to  the  will  of  God. 
And,  though  thefe  are  fometimes  (hort  and  tranfientj 
yet  they  are  genuine  fruitS)  and  fuch  fi'uits  as  are 
produced  under  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghoft^ 
who  applies  the  word^  and  works  with  it>  and 
by  it. 

All  thele>  and  many  tnort  fuch  fruits^  do  the 
hearts  of  God's  children  conceive  by  the  word,  and 
under  the  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God ; 
which  often  fills  their  foul  with  pious  grie^  godly 
{orrow,  or  love  to  God^  or  felf-loathing ;  fo  that 
d)ey  would  be  gladi  could  the  diicourfe  be  Hop- 
ped while  they  might  red  re  into  fome  lonely 
apartment  to  acknowledge  his  goodnefs^  expreis 
their  joys,  or  to  pour  out  their  fouls  before  God ; 
and  are  often  grieved,  when  they  ^go  home,  to  6nd 
the  bkfled  undion  and  the  divine  power  abated, 
and  the  heavenly  dew  dried  up. 

There  is  a  conrinual  flowing  of  grace  from  the 
fountain  to  the  holy  city  of  Zion.  The  river  of 
pleafure,  that  flows  from  the  Fountab  of  life,  fends 
forth  its  flreams,  which  make  glad  the  city  of  Godi 
and  Zion  continually  plays  all  her  fprings  back 
again  b  devotion,  worfhip,  and  adoration :  hence 
the  church  is  called  ajprmgjhui  up,  a  fountain  Jeaded. 
Shut  up  and  fealed  under  fore  trials ;  opened  and 
unfealed  in  times  of  deliverance :  fhut  up  and  fealed 
to  all  rivals  and  ftrangers ;  opened  and  unfealcd  tQ 
the  Lord  and  to  his  friends. 
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At  time^i  when  t\k^  Miev^r  it  uwfer  (ott  cofi^ 
Qi^s»  wd  the  Spirit  begw  «9  ie«<^iiy  the  tri^j^  tM 
<y  vinf  6owng§  4re  won^eiffuilL  «fpedally  ia  prayer  & 
matter  and  i^aQneri  words^  and  pQwer,  are  (b  abun* 
d^i^^  diat  thie  fmA  hajcm^e  ^H^  kath  mvatf;  h» 
is  ready  to  hurfi^  like  new  bottles.  Job  xxxiu  1 9.  H^ 
h^s^  np  fopnff  r  fe^t  Mp  tb^  vi^te  weight  aod  leila- 
tyQi)3  of  his  ^,  bitf  th^  boajft  conceives  ag|jn»  audi 
he  is  co^drained  to  j$^^>  /i(<^  he  n¥&  ie  t^^kd^ 
J<^  3aum  ao,  ]Put:  fi;m  4iij^  fpri?^  ^fe$,  «&  hff  «aa 
%(tSod  to  sotta  ^1^«'    ^<V  «ty  ^  /^O'  ^^  «iw 

Qx..  4,  At  fijG^  tiwcji  thje>  SpirK  qf  grace  «4 
%plV:»tioif  operates  ip  a  viK>|j<teFfui  i^^naeri  (ho 
believer^  usdc?  the  Sgirif's;  in^Mftnq^,  i^  moKfr 
^rmid^blc.  th^fn  an  ?ri?ly  with,  l?4ftiVfs  S  the^er  ift 
nothing  in  l;H?avjen^  earth,  or  h<;II>  th^  can  ftand 
againft  him,  as  may  be  fe^n,  ip.  Heae^iaftii  (Ifetaft^ 
ghWr  x;xxYiiJi)t,  ewd  in,D?n^4(PWf  Viv2i)3.  the- 
<?raier  of  \Hhoni  di^v<;  b^fik  i;^?  fiii>  in^  his,  firip^,-. 
ipcni,  vd  tjhe.  l^tttjr  fetqljicd.  dpw»  en,  apg^l  frW), 
heaven* 

$0>  Qi>  t.h^  other  h^nd>  w,hen  the  ^Iply  Spirit^ 
%rjii(bc§  the  fpirf  for  i?raUies,  and  thank-ofFcrings  a^, 
the  time  o(  gonj[pi(;uoiis  deljveraj^ces  frqaj  fore  ViaJis^, 
tpmpftajipn?,^  or  fj^iritua^  dofcrtions,  the  foul  is.  ^ 
Ijanquettedx  apd  tj}c  qiKjlipij  is  fo  abundant,,  th^  ih^ 
heart  myft  i)pur  it  put  —  Tkou^  pr^r^  a,  tabl0i 
before  tne  in  the  pre/ence,   of  mine  encmieii   tbofti 
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anoinuft  mf  bead  with  ml  i  mf  cup  rtamitb  over.  Pfal. 
zxiii,  5*  While  we  are  blefllng  God  he  keeps 
bleffing  us — In  bl^ng  I  wiU  blejs  tbee.  His  love 
flows  in^  and  we  pobr  it  but;  tjie  facred  flame' 
buri)S9  and  the  contmual  burnc*offering  goes  up. 
But  the  foftne'r  and  latter*  of  theH  are  upon  our 
folemn  feaft  days>  atid  at  the  commencement  of 
the  years  of  jubilee;  foo  in  the  general^  things  are 
not  {q. 

My  fon^  think  on  thefe  things,  and  follow 
aftcf  chaHcy,  fightcburnels,  pfeace,  faith,  meek- 
'i\t%  jpiad^nce,  with  all  them  that  call  Upon  God 
but  xii  a  pure  heart  \  while  I  i-emain>  in  the  btft 
of  bonds, 

Devotedly  yours, 

W.  tiUNTINGTON. 
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t-ETTER    XV. 

To  the  Rev.  J.  Jenkins,  at  the  nm  t^arage^ 

Lewes^  Suffix. 


To  my  joy y  and  the  crown  of  my  rejoicing. 

Beloved,  when  I  finifhed  my  laft  I  con- 
cluded that  the  crufe  was  nearly  cxhauftcd  j  but  this 
morning  early  it  fprung  up  again,  and  ieem^d  to 
flow  in  various  diredtions ;  it  anointed  my  ^yes,  and 
I  perceived  it  with  this  obfervation,  The  yoke  Jhall 
he  deftroyed  becauje  of  the  anointing.  I  found  it  was 
U^^  and  therefore  I  purfued  it  with  pleafure,  find- 
ing the  fervice  to  be  perfcft  freedom.  My  horn  is 
exalted  like  the  horn  of  an  unicorn^  and  I  am  anointed 
with  frejh  oil.  O,  that  this  was  a  Ktde  more  ob- 
ferved  and  attended  to!  But  the  believer  is  too 
much  like  the  worldly  mifer,  he  never  knows  what 
he  is  worth.  /  muft  noyffpeak  of  the  things  which 
I  have  made  touching  the  King,  and  his  anointing ; 
and  I  hope  it  will  turn  out  to  thee  that  my  heart 
hath  been  inditing  a  good  matter.  The  matter  is, 
14.  Concerning  the  judgment  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
In  the  juftification  of  our  fouls  the  Holy-  Spirit 
brings  the  righteoufnels  of  Chriil:  near  to  us,  and 
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enlightens  the  fiDner  to  fee  Chrift  as  the  end  of  the 
law ;  while  he  works  faith  in  the  heart  to  go  forth* 
embrace  him,  and  put  him  on :  hence  we  are  faid 
to  htjuftified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefusy  and  by  the 
Spirit  of  our  God.  The  Holy  Spirit,  by  the  mi- 
niftryof  the  apoftles,  judging  the  twelve  tribes  of 
Ifrael ;  he,  by  applying  the  words  of  reproof  and 
rebuke  to  them,  arraigned  and  brought  in  many 
guilty,  who  humbly  craved  forgivenefs  and  obtained 
it ;  when  the  blefTed  Spirit,  who  takes  of  the  things 
that  are  Chrlft's  and  fhews  them  to  us,  pointed  thefe 
poor  condemned  finners  to  the  atonement  and  fatiA 
fadion  of  Chrift,  and  to  his  righteoufnefs  and  recon« 
ciliation  with  God  by  it  $  and,  upon  their  believing, 
he  filled  them  with  the  flames  of  love  and  zeals  and, 
landifying  them,  he  fet  them  apart,  and  devoted 
thedi  as  holy  vcffcls  of  honour,  meet  for  the  Mafter*s 
ufc.  You  have  this  work  and  thefe  people  thus 
defcribed  by  the  prophet— i«  that  day  Jhall  the 
branch  of  the  Lord  be  beautiful  and  glorious ^  and  the 
fruit  of  the  earth  fball  be  excellent  and  comely  for  them 
that  are  efcafed  of  IfraeL  And  it  Jhall  come  to  pafs, 
that  he  that  is  left  in  Zimy  and  he  that  remaineth  in 
Jerufalem,  Jhall  be  called  holy,  even  every  one  that  is 
written  among  the  living  in  Jerufalem :  when  the  Lord 
Jhall  have  wajhed  away  the  filth  of  the  daughter^  of 
Zion,  and  Jhall  have  purged  the  blood  (f  J^n^a^m, 
from  the  midji  thereof,  hy  the  fpirit  of  judgm^,  and 
by  the  Jpirit  of  burnings,  Ifa.  iv.  x^^^  Where  thU 
work  is  done  there  is  a  court  of  equity  and  juftice 
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ict  up  ind  eftablifhed  in  die  confcience  of  a  hcMtrer^ 
that  he  may  no  more  call  evil  good^  and  good  evil ; 
oor  put  light  for  darknefs,  and  darkneis  for  light* 
The  law  b  put  into  the  heart,  and  written  in  tho 
mind;  or  that  which  is  equivalent  to  it.  Faith 
being  a  pcrfuafion  in  the  mind,  and  the  love  of  God 
(which  love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law)  in  the  heart  i 
this,  with  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  placed  to  our 
acocxint,  is  called,  by  the  apoftle,  Tbs  rigbttmi^fi 
rftbi  law  fuelled  in  us,  while  we  walk  not  i^er  tba 
fltfhy  hit  after  the  Spirit.  Now,  to  keep  things  in 
order  in  the  breafts  of  all  God's  children,  God  icts 
up  this  court  of  equity  and  juftice,  that  we  may 
daily  cite  ourfclves  at  it ;  and,  upon  t^cvy  arraign-* 
ment,  if  ofar  heart  condemn  us  not,  then  bofve  we  con^ 
fidence  toward  God.  Our  daily  happinefs  depends 
upon  our  attention  to  this — Herein  do  I  exercife  nrffef^ 
(fays  Paul)  to  have  a  confcience  void  of  offence  y  for 
hleffed  is  the  man  that  condemns  not  himjelf  in  the  thing 
which  he  allows.  To  this  end  God  promifcs  th6 
Holy  Spirit  to  guide  and  aflifl  us  in  judgnient-*-^^ 
that  day  JbaU  the  L»rd  of  hefts  be  for  a  crown  of 
fkry,  and  for  a  diadem  of  beauty^  unto  the  refidue  of 
his  feople  j  and  for  a  ffirit  of  judpnent  to  him  that 
Jittetb  in  judgment  j  and  for  firength  to  them  that  turn 
the  battle  to  the  gate.  Ifa.  xxviii.  5, 6*  My  brother, 
tnkc  notice  of  the  perfonality  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
^at  text;  of  the  perfonal  Irharafters  and  incominuni- 
table  names  afirribed  to  him,  and  of  the  train  of 

divine 
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divine  peribftioAs-^-the  Lord  of  ^hofts;  «  crown  of 
glojy;  a  diadem  of  beauty i  a  fpirit  of  judgment; 
andftrengdi  to  them  diat  turn  the  battte  to  the 
gate.  I  kjnow  the  text  may  be  accommodated  to 
re^mis  ma^rates,  aiid  to  perfons  in  the  churcK 
of  Chrift^judgiog  them  that  are  within :  but  ihefib 
thiflgB  are  t>rten  done,  and  well  d6ne,  even  by  men 
who  know  nothing  favingly  of  the  things  which  I  am 
wridng.  The  apoftle^  reprehending  fomc  of  the 
church  at  Corinth  for  their  unbecoming  behaviour 
at  the  Lord's  table^  tdh  them  that,  if  vte  vfQidd 
ju^i  ^ur/UviSi  ^e  Jbpuid  not  ie  judged.  But  wbm 
ve  an  Judged  H»e  are  (bq^ed  of  the  iMd^  tJbat  Wf 
fiouid fwi  be  cmtdemmd with  the  fperld.  i  C0r.xi.3tk 
32.  Did  the  befiever  attend  more  to  this  whea 
coufdence  reproaches  or  cUecks  him»  and  go  \ta* 
medistely  to  God  by  confefiioo  and  prayer^  difallow 
and  difapprovc  of  what  he  has  done»  and  not  fufier 
his  (]]}  to  go  either  from  mind  or  memory^  but  im<«* 
portune^  and  iitiplore  pardon  and  ^rgivenefs  i  he 
would  foon  prevail,  and  iave*  himfelf  many  a  bittef 
cry  and  reftlef^  hour.  The  Corinthians  .omitted 
this|  and  t  hereforc  God  took  it  in  hand^-^F^r  tbk 
eaufe  punrf  are  weak  and  Jkkly  am$ng  ycu,  and  mm^ 
Jkep.  I  Cor.  xi«  30.  David  ncgledled  thisi  till  his 
ibul  got  hardened  through  the  dcceiifulnels  of  fin  s 
tin  Nathan  fet  him  where  he  ought  to  have  let  him« 
felf i  namel/j  on  the  judgment  feat } .  andj  by  his 
wUe  parable,  made  him  condemn  bimftlf^  which  he 
ought  (0  have  done  before^    Tht(c  God  judged 

3  and 
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and  chftftened,  that  tbcy  might  not  be  condemned 
with  the  world. 

God  not  only  keeps  his  court  in  the  believer's 
heart,  and  the  fpirit  of  judgment  there;  but  his 
boufe  of  correction  alfo.  God  purges  the  daughter 
of  Zion  and  Jerufatem  by  the  fpirit  of  judgment 
and  by  the  fpirit  of  burning}  hence  he  keeps  his/nr 
in  Zion,  and  bis  furnace  in  Jeritfalem.  Ifa.  zxzi.  9. 
Thofe  whom  God  judges  he  chaftens ;  and  this  fire 
and  furnace  are  to  purge  away  the  drofs  and  tia. 
Many  a  time  have  I  efcaped  that  terribk  furnace^ 
by  judging  and  condemning  myfelf.  Andj  though 
fomfetimes  the  procefs  has  continued  for  feveral 
dayS)  yet  I  followed  it  up,  and  could  not>  woukl 
not  reft,  till  pardon  was  obtained,  cobfcience  quiet* 
cd,  and  peace  reftored;  and  fometimes  this  has 
been  done  even  in  the  pulpit  $  there  the  word  has 
come  and  healed  me.  Whereas  fbme  are  in  the 
fiunace  atmoft  all  the  year  round,  they  hardly  ever  _ 
make  ftraight  paths  for  their  feet ;  but  that  which  is 
lame  is  turned  out  of  the  way  indead  of  being  healed 
Hcb.  xii.  13.  From  all  your  filtUnefs,  and  from 
all  your  -idols,  fays  God,  will  I  cleanfe  you.  This 
he  does  at  converfion.  But  drofs  and  tin  ftill  re-^ 
main,  and  the  furnace  is  prepared  for  this-—/  wiH 
furely  purge  away  thy  drofs^  and  take  anvay  all  thy 
im.  Ifa,  1.25.  The  fpirit  of  judgment,  and  the 
furnace  of  affli<!:l:ion,  are  continually  at  work  ia 
Zion.  Cold  and  lifelefs  frames;  ingratitude  .for 
mercies  received  3  yielding  to  unbelief,  and  liftening 

ta 
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to  Sataq;   murmuring  and  rebelling  at  the  dmlj 

crofs  i  deadnels  in  die  fervice  af  God  j   being  ofcca 

felf^wiUed  am)  foon  angry ;  (peaking  haftily  and  un<* 

advifedly  with  our  lips ;  indulging  evil  and  uncleaa 

thoughts  I  being  ftubborn  and  fullen  under  the  rod^ 

with  many  flips  and  falls  into  Rn     Hence  the  com^ 

^l^intS'^Npveribelefsj  I  bmj^  Jomewbat  a^ainft  /iwr, 

bfcatffe  tbou  bi^i  left  tby  firft  kvc   tbou  baft  a  nam 

tbat  tbou  liveftj  hut  art  dead.    Mf  people  are  tent  ta 

hack/Ude  from  me.     H^zekiab  rendered  not  again  ac^ 

cordingto  the kindnefi  d^ne  unfa bim ;  neverthel^  H^ 

zehab  humbled  himjelf  for  the  pride  of  his  heart. 

2  Chron.  xxxii,  ^5^  26.      Hezekiah  judged  and 

hiunblcd  himfelf,  ;md  {o  efcaped  the  furnace — Heze^ 

kiab  bttmbled  bimfelffor  tbe  pride  of  bis  hearty  iotb 

be  and  tbe  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem ;  Jo  tbat  tbe  tvratb 

of  tbe  Lord  came  not  upon  them  in  tbe  dajs  cf  Heze^ 

iiab.  Verfe  %(>.    If  we  would  judge  ourfeWes  wc 

fliould  not  be  judged.     Upon  every  finful  frame 

and  mifcarriage  God  calls  us  to  the  bar  of  equity-— 

Come^  noWj  and  let  us  reqfon  together ^  faith  tbe  Lordi 

though  your  fins  be  as  Jcarlet^  they  Jhall  be  as  white 

as  fnow  \   though  they  be  red  like  crimfony  they  fbaU 

he  as  wool.  Ifa,  i.  1 8.    When  thcfe  things  are  ftridUy 

attended  to,   a  folid  joy  and  lafling  confolation  is 

cftablifhed-in  the  foul.     For  our  rejoicing  is  tbisy  the 

tejiimony  of  our  con/cience,  that  in  ftmplicity  and  godly 

fincerity^  not  with  flejhly  wifdom^  but  by  the  grace  of 

Gody   we   hltue  bad  our   converfation  in  the  world.' 

2  Cor.  i.  1 2.     The  teftijnony  of  confcicnce  and  the 

enjoyment 
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Chjoymeiit  of  peace  are  infeparable;  and  by  attend^ 
Itig  to  thefe  a  man  walks  With  God — He  walked  vpitb 
Mr  in  peace  and  e^ityy  and  did  iurn  many  away  fnnm 
iniquity.  Mai.  iL  6« 

Some  indiftreet  one&  of  the  Lofd^s  houl^hold  are 
like  fome  men  who  are  efVibarked  in  leveral  branches 
of  bufineisj  and^  being  often  tsiHt  down  in  their  own 
Itiinds,  fearing  they  lire  goibg  batk,  6i!!hit  taking 
floek,  led  a  right  kliowkdge  of  their  affalii  (hould 
fink  them  lower.  But  God  will  brihg  all  hi&  chil- 
dren to  book  i  and,  if  they  fhun  the  bar  of  equity, 
he  w)U  bring  them  to  the  bar  of  judgment,  and  put 
frefh  Wrath  ahd  teffOf  intb  the  law,  and  hold  up 
ihac  hand-Wfiting  i^galnft  them — Ektef  not  miojudg- 
mm  with  thy  Jn^aHti  fays  t)avtd  Thou  iorUejt 
hittif  things  4gaiH^  mi,  fays  Job.  If  we  will  hot 
judge  oUrfelveS,  the  Lord  will  judge  us ;  and,  if  we 
will  not  reafon  with  him,  he  will  make  us  hear  the 
rod,  and  who  hach  appointed  h;  and  then  the 
quellion  ii,  H^  thou  not  procured  thefe  things  to  tiy^ 
Jelff  Then  into  the  furnace  we  go,  kicking  and 
plunging  like  a  wikl  bull  in  a  net,  full  of  the  fury  and 
the  J^buke  of  out  God  i  and  here  he  keeps  us  till  we 
ean  fay  ^om  the  heart,  IJot  ihy  will^  hut  thine  be 
done.  I  wiU  heat  the  indignation  of  the  Lordy  he- 
eattfe  1  ha^e  fmned  agatvfi  him,  until  be  plead  my 
Uufiy  dfid  execute  judgment  for  me :  he  will  bring  me 
firth  to  the  lights  and  I  Jhall  behold  his  right eoufne/s. 
Miciah  vil.  5.     By  thefe  means  is  (he  iniquity  of 

Jacob  pufged,  and  this  is  all  the  ffuit>  to  take 

away 
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%m^f  }m  Co.    Fakh  gets  a  frc(h  <fif<;o¥fry  of  the 
ac^Mi^flMint  of  Chriftji  aQ4  a  fre&i  applicatioo  of  ifi 
1^7  the  Spiri;*     If  this  U  HOC  the  <:afe>  we  cocpe  but 
JSiU  ^foolhf^if^  in  a  nmt$r^    It  is  not  t  dcUwrance 
6t)m  the  furnaccj  but  ii  intended  \^  coafound  us» 
aod  to  V.ecp  IIS  in  fear  ^xA  fufpcnCei  do^bti^g  wbe<« 
dicr  1^  furnace  ii  not  going  tq  be  keaud  hotter* 
Wh«n  G9d  ta}ics  i^  In  l;i^nda  a^d  judges  and  ch«ifeM 
U^  wc  aire  fure  of  this  furnaQc.^^/  vnLt  hrwg  ibem 
tbrwgb  tbffire,  ^nd  ^Ul  purify^  ibm  ^fihm  it  fmri^ 
fidf  md  try  thpa  as  fpld  h  triedi  ^d m^^  ^wm% 
mtre  fruious  iban  (be  gpldsn  wedge  of  Ofbtr*     But 
my  diear  brother  i^iU  %>  '^  If  all  opr  drois  and  tiii. 
are  IP  be  taken  away,  bow  comes  it  to  putTs  ehiM:  fe 
(pucbi  (tiU  remain?    ff^T^m  I  would  d9  ^od%  e^ 
is  always  pref^at  with  m<.    No  furnace  that  I  kxvc 
yet  been  in  has  ever  removed  the  inbong  of  it  firoisi 
me.**     No ;  if  the  vefftjs  qf  m/cr cy  were  ever  dm* 
e6FeSbuaUy  and  per(e6tly  purged^  there  could  be  na 
moie  confcience  of  iodweUing  fio.     But»  the  root 
that  bears  ^  and  wormwood  ftiU  Fematning,  the 
Menace  reoiains*    I  can  find  that  the  furnace  pui;gea 
ine  from  my  evil  frames ;  but  not  from  the  inbdng 
of  fin,   which  betrays  me  into  thefe  evil  frames. 
Self  is  daily  to  be  denied ;  the  war  between  the  law 
of  the  mind  and  that  of  the  members  remainsj  and 
is.  fi^re  to  be,  more  or  lefs^  diredly  or  indire£tly, 
the  daily  crofs  that  a  child  of  God  has  to  take  up. 
On  account  of  thefe  things  the  fpirit  of  judgment 
remains  in  Zion.      To  fubdue  fin,  and  to  keep 

grace 
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grace  in  the  throne,  is  the  caufe  of  this  fire  and  this 
furnace  in  Jerufalem.  Self-examination  is  to  the 
believer  the  buGnefs  of  every  day ;  and  every  bill 
that  confcience  files  againft  us  is  intended  to  bring 
us  to  the  bar  $  and,  upon  trial,  that  which  is  dif^ 
allowedj  dilapproved,  bewailed,  lamented  over, 
and  which  is  a  caufe  of  grief^  and  which  makes  us 
groan  for  deliverance,  is  no  more  we—//  is  not  I 
that  do  it,  but  Jin  that  dwelletb  in  me.  We  are  com- 
plete in  him ;  without  fault  before  the  throne ;  and 
clean  every  whit,  notwithllanding  thcfe  things. 
And  now,  my  dear  brother,  in  obfccjjiijg  thefc 
tlixn^'—fVhatfoever  things  are  true,  wbatfoever^  things 
^^JHft>  wbat/oever  things  are  pur e^  whatjoever  things 
are  hmefty  wbatjoever  things  are  of  good  report  i  if 
there  be  any  vittuey  dnd  if  there  be  any  praife^  think 
en  theje  things.  And  the  God  of  peace ^  jhat  bf might 
again  from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jejusy  that  great  Sbep^ 
herd  of  the  Jheepy  through  the  blood  $f  the  evettajling 
covenant  J  make  you  perfoSt  in  every  good  wor^^  to  do 
his  willy  working  in  you  that  which  is  wellpleq/ing  in 
bis  fight  y  through  Jefus  Chrifl ;  to  whom  be  glory  for 
ever  and  every  amen.  So  fays  yours,  in  the  unity  of 
the  faith,  and  in  the  bond  of  love. 


W.  HUNTINGTON,  S  S. 
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LETTEk    XVL 

To  tbeRev,  J.  Jbnrins>  Lewes,  Sifffex, 


to  the  Son  of  toy  Vows. 

Beloved!  the  hkffings  of  tiy  father  have 
frevailed  above  the  blejjings  of  vrf  progenitors,  even 
to  the  utmofi  bounds  of  the  everlafting  inUsi  and 
they  (hall  reft  upon  riie  head  of  my  fon,  and  apof^ 
the  crown  of  the  bead  of  bim  tbat  is  feparated  from 
bis  brethren.  But  fey  you,  Who  fball  ajcend  vit9 
this  bill  of  the  Lord?  and  who  fhall  fiand  in  bis 
holy  place?  Even  he  that  hath  clean  hands  and  a 
pure  heart  I  who  hath  not  lift  up  bis  foul  unto  va^ 
nity,  nor /worn  deceitfully ;  he,  in  whofe  eyes  a  -vile . 
ferfon  is-contemnedy  but  he  honouretb  them  tbat  fear  the 

Lord. 
A  pure  heart,  is  a  heart  purified  by  faith ;  for  it 

is  with  the  heart  that  man  believes  unto  righteouf- 

iie^.    Clean,  hands,  are  hands  clean  from  briber 

and  from  dilhoneft  gain,  and  from  holding  lies.; 

and  hands  that  are  liberal  to  the  poor  of  the  flock — 

Give  alms  ofjuch  things  as  ye  have,  and  behold  ail 

things  are  clean  unto  you.    Such  defpife  the  heretic 

and  hypocrite,  but  they  will  honour  the  faidiful  of 

the  Lord's  houfehold.         *' 

But 


/■ 


But  the  ucmoft  bounds  of  thefe  everlaftins  htlld 
are  hard  to  dcfcribe;  for  who  can  defcribe  the 
bounds  or  borders  of  the  heavenly  country !  How- 
cver>  fouls  that  have  hopeun  their  end  fiiall  come 
to  the  borders  of  it.  This  the  fcriptures  witnefs— -* 
Ttus  faith  the  Lord^  A  voice  was  heard  in  Ramabj 
lamentation  and  bitter  weepings  Rachel^  weeping  for  her 
children,  refu/ed  to  be  comforted  for  her  children^  bceaufe 
they  were  not.  Thus  faith  the  Lordy  Refrain  thjt  voice 
from  weeping  J  and  thine  ejes  from  tears :  far  thy  work 
Jhall  be  rewarded,  faith  the  Lerdj  and  they  Jh  all  com 
ogMfi  from  the  land  (f  the  eneTtrf  \^t  kit  enemy  is 
death),  Jnd  there  is  hope  in  thine  ejfd^  faiih  the  Lord^ 
that  thy  children  Jhdl  come  again  to  thdr  own  border. 
Jer.  xxxi.  '  5*^1 7-  Rut  I  muft  pull  in^  or  clft 
1  fhall  be  carried  I  know  not  where.  1  (ball 
now 

15.  Tteat  of  naorufication  of  fm  by  the  Sprit, 
Fory  jfye  live  after  the  fejb.,  ye  Jhall  die  j  but^  if  je 
$hroi^h  the  Spirit  da  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  boifyy  ye 
fialllive.  Rom.Tjiii^  13.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
niortification  am6iig  oh^  iiuperftidous  papifts,,  pha* 
rifees^  and  legal  worJ^niongen ;  'but  it  all  (lands  foi 
0Otbing,  becaufe  it  is  noc  done  through  the  Spirit ; 
and^  if  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrifi^  he  is 
none  of  his.  Befides,  whipping,  thumping  the  brcaft, 
walking  bare- footed,  fading  in  Lent,  abftaining  from 
animal  food,  and  confining  themfclvcs  to  fi(b,  arc 
fcunftan  inventions ;  for  that  which  goes  into  a  man 
defiles  him  not.  And  falling  is  left  to  our  ow»  op- 
tion ij 
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tion ;  the  Son  of  man  canie  eating  and  drinking. 
Ic  is  not  the  lawful  ufe^  but  the  abufe^  of  ten)poral 
mercies,  which  the  fcriptures  condemn.  Befides^ 
forbidding  to  marry^-  and  commanding  to  abftain 
firom  meats,  are  exprefsly  calidd  doiStrines  of  devils. 
I  Tim.  iv.  I — 2. 

This  work  of  mortifying  the  deeds  of  the  body  is 
called  by  different  names  in  fcripture.     Our  Lord 
calls  it  felf-denial— */2r  tbaf  cmetb  after  me  let  hitn^ 
dopf  bimfelf,  and  toke  up  bis  crofs  daily  ^   and  follow 

It  is  called  putung  off— -P«/  off,  concerning  tbe 
former  converpHunti  tbe  old  man. 

It  is  called  a  crucifying— -Ti^^  tbat  are  Cbrift*s 
bave  cruc^d  tbefkfh  with' tbe  affeSlions  and  lufts. 

And  it  is  likewife,  called  mortifying  the  flelh— 
Mortify^  tberefore^  your  members  wbicb  are  upon  tbe 
eartbi  fornication ,  uncleannefSy  inordinate  affeSion^ 
evil  concupifcenccy  and  covetoufnefs^  wbicb  is  idolatry. 
Pui  off  anger y  wratb,  malice,  bhjpbemyy  filthy  com-- 
mumcatim  out  of  your  moutb,  and  lie  not  one  againjl 
another  j  feeing  ye  ba^e  put  off  the  old  man  with  bis 
deeds.  Col.  ill.  Here  we  have  a  defcription  of  the 
old  man,  and  of  the  limbs  or  members  of  him  ;  and 
a  tnoft  formidable  monfter  h^  is.  Now  there  can 
be  no  putting  this  old  man  off,  but  by  putting  the 
new  man  on.  Without  the  law  of  God  in  the  mind 
there  can  be  no  war  againft  the  law  in  the  mcntbers, 
and  of  courfe  no  daily  crofs.'  Where  there  is  a  re* 
ncwed  fclf  that  follows  Chrift  in  the  regencratioq> 

M  there 
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there  will  be  a  denying  finful  felf  that  hinders  us  in 
the  way.  The  Holy  Spirit  raifcs  up  a  new  man  in 
vs,  and  then  helps  As  to  mortify  the  old  man,  that 
the  new  man  may  keep  the  throne — Sin  Jhall  net 
have  domimon ;  grace  Jhall,  reign.  £very  attempt  to 
mortify  fin  without  the  Spirit  and  grace  of  God>  is 
like  the  Ethiopian  changing  his  fkin,  or  the  leopard 
his  fpots.  Satan  is  not  divided  againft  himielfl 
No  fuperflitious  modes  of  mortification^  which 
are  invented  by  Satan,  will  ever  hurt  his  reign,  or 
deftroy  his  kingdom.  Whipping  may  wound  the 
back,  going  bare-foot  may  cripple  the  feet, .  and 
thumping  the  bread  may. make  it  fore.  This  is  not 
only  negkSing  the  body  (Col.  ii.  23),  but  abufing  it; 
for  the  old  man  is  dill  untouched,  and  of  courfe 
unhurt.  Such  mortification  is  wickednefs ;'  for  no 
man  fliould  hate  his  own  fieih,  but  nourifli  and  cherifh 
it.  Epbef.  V,  29.  The  body  is  the  workmanlhip  of 
God,  but  fin  is  not.  The  body  was  very  good  dll 
man  let  fin  into  it.  They  puniih  the  poor  body^ 
but  Ihew  lenity  to  the  old  man — Thefe  tender  mercies 
cf  the  wicked  are  cruel  Not  the  body,  therefore, 
but  the  deeds  of  the  body,  the  corruptions  of  our 
heart,  are  to  be  mortified  through  the  Spirit. 

I.  The  Spirit  aflTifts  us  in  this  work  by  tefi:ifying 
of  Chrift  to  the  foul.  Every  time  that  faith  is  fa- 
voured with  a  frefli  view  of  Chrift,  all  grace  is  in 
exercife ;  faith  looks  and  rejoices ;  love  delights  in 
the  bleficd  objedl ;  hope  abounds  at  the  thoughts  of 
future  enjoyment ;   patience  brings  up  the  rear,  in 
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waiting  dll  the  change  come ;  humility  and  meek- 
neis  fink  the  ibul  into  lels  than  nothing,  at  the 
thoughts  of  a  rebel  being  made  heir  to  the  inhe* 
ritance  of  the  faints  in  light  '  Tut  off^  concerning  the 
former  converfation,  the  old  man,  which  is  corrupt  ac^ 
cording  to  the  deceitful  lufts ;  and  put  on  the  new  man, 
which  after  God  is  created  in  righteoufnefs  and  true 
boUnefs.  Eph.  iv.  22,  24. 

2.  By  helping  our  infirmities  in  prayer,  God  pro** 
mifes  to  fubdue  our  iniquities^-^//^  will  turn  again  i 
he  will  have  compaffim  upon  usi  be  will  fubdue  our 
iniquities ;  and  thou  wilt  caft  all  their  Jim  into  the 
depths' of  the  fea.  Micah  vii.  19.  In  this  way  the 
Spirit  helped  Jabcz— ^-/f»^  Jabez  called  on  the  God 
if  Ifiraeli  faying,  O  that  thou  wpuldejl  hlefs  me  indeed^ 
and  enlarge  my  coafi,  and  that  thine  hand  might  be 
with  me,  and  that  thou  wouldeft  keep  me  from  evil,  that 
it  mof  not  grieve^  me.  And  God  granted  him  that 
which  be  requefted.  i  Chron.  iv.  lo.  In  this  way 
Paul  prevailed  ag^nft  hb  thorn  in  the  flelhj  the 
meflenger  of  Satan  that  was  lent  to  buffet  him. 

3.  The  deeds  of  the  body  are  mortified  by  our 
attending  to,  and  delighting  our  fouls  in^  the  influ- 
ences and  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  When 
we  foUow  after  righteoufnefs^  peate>  charity,  meek- 
qels,  patience,  gnd  faith,  fetting  our  minds  upon 
them,  and  delighdng  our  fouls  in  thefe  things,  the 
old  man  gets  ncglefted,  an(i  withers.  This  I  fay 
then,  fVaJk  in  the  Spirit,  and  ye  JbaU  not  fulfil  the 
lufis  of  thefejh.    Gal.  v.  16. 
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4.  By  leading  us  to  love  and  to  dcKght  ohtftWei 
in  reading  and  meditating  on  the  word  of  God^ 
BUffed  is  the  man  that  walketb  not  in  the  counfel  of 
the  ungoJfy,  nor  Jiandetb  in  the  way  i^  finners^  wr 
Jitteth  in  the  /eat  of  the  fcornful  But  Tkr  delight  is 
in  the  law  of  the  Lord;  and  in  bis  law  doth  he  me- 
ditate day  and  night.  And  be  fhall  he  like  a  tree 
planted  by  the  rivers  of  water,  that  iringeth  forth 
his  fruit  in  his  feafon ;  his  leaf  alfo  Jhall  not  wither ; 
and  whatfoever  be  doth  Jljall  prqfper.  Pfalm  i.  i — 3. 
Here  we  are  informed  that  this  delightful  work  is 
intended  to  keep  our  leaf  green,  and  to  make  us 
fruitful,  like  a  tree  that  brings  forth  its  fnaii:  in  due 
feafon. 

5.  The  Spirit  affifts  us  in  mortifying  the  deeds  oC 
the  body  by  his  quickening  influences  upon  us,  which 

■ 

keep  up  a  keen  appetite  for  fpiritual  food;  fuch 
fouls  chifft  for  the  living  God,  and  long  for  the 
courts  of  the  Lord's  houfe  \  faying,  When  Jhall  I 
come  and  appear  before  God?  And  fuch  have  their 
promife — ^hofe  that  be  planted  in  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord  Jhall  flourijh  in  the  courts  of  our  God:  they  Jhall 
he  fat  and  flour  if jingy  they  Jhall  bring  forth  fruit  in  old 
agCy  to'  Jloew  that  the  Lord  is  upright*  A  keen  ap- 
petite and  a  heavenly  banquet  employ  all  the  powers 
of  the  foul — I  fat  down  Under  his  ftoado^j)  zvith  great 
delight,  and  his  fruit  was  fweet  to  my  tajle.  And,' 
when  Ch rift's  fruits  arf  fo  fweet  and  delightful  ta 
our  tafte,  the  devil  cannot  vend  his  wares ;  the  old 
man,  with  his  deceitful  lufts,  are  rather  dcfpifed  and 

blown 


}:^wo  upon  than  r^lifhed.  This  forrowful  meat  is 
iec  before  us  when  the  better  fore  is  wichheld,  when 
there  is  a  famine  and  a  compulfive  faft.  Can  ye 
make  the  cbHdren  rf  -the  bride- chamber  faft  wbi^  the 
kridegrcom  is  mib  them  ?  But  the  days  will  come  when 
the  bridegroofn  Jhall  be  taken  away  from  them,  and  then 
fi)all  thgfaft  in  tbofe  days^  Luke  r.  34,  35.  When 
theic^  mournful  days  comei  which  are  but  too  often, 
then  Satan  fhewjs  us  all  the  kingdoms  of  this  world, 
and  the  glory  of  them,  and  the  imaginary  happinefs 
of  his  children,  who  war  after  the  flcfli.  Thefearc 
the  days  for  four  grout,  and  for  fiUtng  the  belly  with 
the  eaft  wind.  But  Satan  never  tells  us  who  is  to 
pay  the  reckoning,  npr  informs  us  about  an  eternal 
faft,  and  begging  water. in  hell,  when  the  Laml;> 
and  his  wife  will  be  bathing  in  endlefs  pleafures  in 
heaven, 

6.  The  Spirit  helps  us  in  mortifying  the  deeds  of 
the  body,  by  exciting  us  to  follow  hard  after  Chrift^ 
gnd  by  encouraging  us  to  cleave  to  him  with  full 
purpofe  of  heart  \  to  labour  hard  in  order  \o  our 
abiding  Tenfibly  in  him,  in  his  favour,  in  the  light  of 
his  countenance,  in  the  peace  of  him,  and  in  the 
love  of  l^im  \  in  the  joy  of  the  Lord,  and  in  com- 
munion aiid  fellowfbip  with  him ;  and  by  conftarut 
viftts  to  \\\^i  and  abounding  in  the  work  of  him.-— 
1  am  the  vifUj  ye  are  the  branches :  he  that  abidetb  in 
me,  and  I  in  bm^  the  Jame  bringetb  forth  much  fruits : 
for  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing.  If  a  man  abide  not 
in  n$e,  inf  is  caji  forth  as  a  branch^^  and  is  %vifh^edi 
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and  men  gather  tbm,  and  caji  them  htto  $bi  fir$^  and 
they  etre  hwmed.  John  xv.  5,  6.  This  is  the  moft 
fure  way  to  abound  in  fruitfulneis  v  the  more  we 
commune  with  the  Saviour^  the  more  we  favour  of 
his  good  ointments,  and  the  more  we  are  equipped 
agaioft  Satan  and  his  wiles.  When,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  this  be  negle&ed  and  not  attended  to,  the 
branch  gets  at  a  diftance,  till  fln,  guilt,  fear,  and 
fhame,  (lop  up  the  intercourfe,  and  (hen  deadnels 
and  barrennefs  follow ;  leanneis  comes  into  the  foulj 
the  heart  (inks,  the«iOOuntenance  &Us  i  fpiritual  gifts, 
abilities,  zeal,  apparent  livelihe(s,  diligence,  and 
9dl  joys,  feem  to  blight  under  the  fire  of  inbred  luft; 
and  all  wither  away  together,  unle(s  the  Spirit  dif- 
plays  his  power  in  fuch  a  foul, 

7.  The  deeds  of  the  body  are  not  a  litde  morti* 
fied  by  the  fiery  trial*  When  the  old  man,  with 
his  deceitful  lufls,  are  ready  to  be  too  much  for  the 
believer,  infomuch  as  that  the  enjoyment  of  peace 
and  common  comforts  are  not  fufficient  to  keep  him, 
thefe  are  withdrawn ;  at  which  the  foul  is  alarmed, 
fatherly  anger  lowers,  fear  and  terrors  follow  up  and 
Sow  in,  and  a  fpirit  of  heavinefs  fucceeds.  Doubts 
and  fears  about  the  goodnefs  of  our  (late  lay  us  under 
great  concern  5  God  fcems  to  be  gone  5  every  thing 
looks  difmal ;  and  the  devil  tempts  the  poor  foul 
that  he  has  no  part  nor  lot  in  the  better  inheritance, 
&c.  This  fometimcs  crucifies  the  old  man,  with  all 
his  lufts  and  pleafures.  This  terrible  remedy  was 
applied  to  the  ince(hious  Corinthian — In  the  name 
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ejwr  Lord  J  ejus  Chrift^  when  ye  are  gathered  together, 
and  nrfjpirit,  with  the  pwer  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriji, 
to  deliver  Juch  an  one  unto  Satan  for  the  deftruSim  of 
the  flejby  that  the  Jpirit  m^  befaved  in  the  day  of  the 
Lard  Jefus.  i  Cor.  v.  4,  5.  Many  times^  but  in  a 
Ids  degree^  and  hot  for  public  fcandal,  but  to  morr 
tify  the  fins  of  the  flefh>  which  are  coo  ftrong  for  the 
believer  in  profperity,  does  the  fiery  trial  come  on» 
only  to  fubdue  his  fin  and  to  purge  his  drofi. 

Thefe,  my  dearly  beloved  fon^  are  fome  of  the 
Idod  helps  with  which  the  holy  and  blefled  Spirit  of 
God  doth  afCft  the  believer  in  mortifying  the  deeds 
of  the  body.  And  eternal  life  will  moft  furely  at- 
tend and  fucceed  this  long  and  lingering  toil  and 
labour^  which  God  has  given  to  the  fons  of  men  to 
be  estercifed  therein.  Adieu ;  grace  and  peace  be 
with  thee.  ^Amen  and  amen^ 

Says  thbe  afFeftionate  father  in  Chrift  Jefus^ 


W.  HUNTINGTON- 
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LETTER    XVII. 
To  the  Rev.  J.  Jenkins,  Lcwes^  Suffht^ 


My  dearly  beloved  Son, 

4 

I  TOLD  thee,  in  my  laft,  chat  the  Ueffings 
of  thy  father  have  prevailed  above  the  bleffings  of 
my  progenitors^  unto  the  utmoft  bound  of  the  ever* 
lading  hills ;  and  that  thefe  bleffings  (hall  be  upon 
the  head  of  my  fon.  And  this  (hall  come  to  pafs 
ly  the  God  of  thy  father^  who  Jhall  help  thee ;  and 
by  the  Almighty y  who  Jhall  blejs  thee  with  bUffngs  xff 
heaven  above^  bUffings  of  the  deep  that  lieth  under ^ 
bleffings  of  the  breafls  and  of  the  womb.  Thefe 
bleffings  of  heaven  are  the  bleffings  that  will  bring 
us  to  the  utmoft  bound  of  the  cverlafting  hills — / 
wilL  lift  up  mine  eyes  unto  the  hills  from  whence 
Cometh  my  help.  My  help  cometh  from  the  Lord, 
which  made  heaven  and  earth.  Pfalm  cxxi.  i,  a. 
But  who  fhall  abide  in  thy  tabernacle  ?  fFho  fhall 
dwell  in  thy  holy  hill?  He  that  walketh  uprightly ^ 
and  worketh  right eoufnefsy  and  Jpeaketh  the  truth  in 
his  hearU  ^c.  Pfal.  xv.  The  beft  bleffing  in  hea- 
ven is  that  of  being  filled  with  all  the  fulnefs  of 
Cod  \   the  beft  buffing  that  licth  under, .  is  the 
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vi&ory  Chrift  obtained  over  Satan,  fin,  deaths  and  - 

hell/  by  his  own  death  and  burial ;  the  beft  of  all 

breads  is  the  comforts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  attending 

the  gofpel>   called  the  fincere  milk  of  the  word; 

and  the  beft  womb  is  the  promife  of  adoption  and 

life>  in  which  all  the  children  of  the  promife  lay* 

But  I  muft  proceed 

1 6.  To  fhew  the  fealing  of  the  Holy  Spirit.    This 

is  promifcd  to  ^all  chat  are  taught  of  God — Andmrny  . 

ammj^  tbem  Jhall  Jlumlile,  andfaU^  and  be  broken^  and 

he  Jnaredy  and  be  taken.    Bind  up  the  teftimmjft  /eal 

the  law^  aSnong  my  di/ciples.  Ilk.  viii,  15,  i6.     But 

then  what  is  the  teftimony  P— It  is  the  gofpeL    And 

what  is  the  gofpel  ?— The  miniftradon  of  the  Spirit. 

Bmt  if  the  ffdniftratitm  of  death  was  glorious,  How 

fiaU  not  the  miniflrafion  of  the  Spirit  be  rather  glorious? 

a  Cor*  iii.  7,  8.    He,  therefore,  that,  receives  the 

Spirit  and  is  born  again  of  him,  receives  our  Lord's 

teftimony  or  witnefs— *i&r^^/  a  man  be  bom  again  he 

cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  God.     ^at'  which  is  born  of 

the  fkfh  is  flejb  \  and  that  which  is  bom  of  the  Spirit 

is  Jpirit.    Marvel  not  that  Ifaid  unto  thee,  Te  mufi 

b^  bom  again.    Nicodemus  anfrvered  and f aid  unto  him, 

Effw  can  thefe  things  be  ?  Jefus  an/wered.  Verify,  w- 

rify,  I  fay  unto  thee,  JVefpeak  that  we  do  know,  and 

tefiify  that  we  have  feen\    ctnd  ye  receive  not  our 

witnefs.     John  iii.      This   doftrine   Jefus  fpake; 

and  adds,  fVe  fpeak  that  we  do  know :   and  this  he 

teftified — IFe  teft^  that  we  have  feen,  and  ye  re^ 

(oive  not  our  witnefs.     This  do£trin(  of  the  new 

birdi. 
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birtb>  received  in  the  experience  of  it^  is  emphati-- 
c^ly  called  the  teftiniony  of  Jefus.     And  I  fell  al^  bis^ 
feet  to  nvorjhtp  bim.     And  be  faid  unta  me,  See  tbou 
do  St  not :  lam  thy  fellow-fervant,  and  of  thy  brethren 
that  have  the  tefUmmy  of  Jefus :  worjbip  God;  for  the 
Uflimony  (f  Jefus  is  the  ff  hit  of  prophecy.  Rev,  xix.  10. 
The  tcftimony  of  Jefus  is  the  fpirit  of  prophecy. 
Hence  it  is  plain  that  no  man,  in  an  unregenerate 
ilate»  can  be  a  prophet  of  the  Lord,  nor  a  minifter 
of  Chrift,  nor  a  teftifier,  nor  a  true  witnefs ;    for 
he  isdeftitute  of  the  teftimony  of  Chrift,  which  is 
the  fpirit  of  prophecy.     Chrift  ietlds  the  Spirit  into 
our  he;Lrts,  and  he  is  the  living  teftimooy  and  the 
witnefs ;  and  we  are  v^itnefles  of  what  he  does  in 
us  through  Chrift.     But  when  the  Comforter  is  come^ 
tobom  I  will  fend  mto  you  from  the  Father j  even  the 
Spirit  of  truths  which  proceedetb  from  the  Father y  he 
foall  teftify  of  me.    And  ye  alfo  Jball  bear  witnefs,  he^ 
eaufe  ye  have  been  with  me  from  the  beginning.   John 
XV.  26,  ay.  This  is  the  teftiniony.     The  bond  that 
binds  the  teftimony  is  the  bond  of  the  covenant  i 
and  that  bond  is  the  everlaftbg  love  of  God  the  Fa- 
ther, which  is  Jhed  abroad  in  our  hearts,  by  the  Holy 
Gbofl  given  unto  us.  Rom.  v.  5.     Thus  God's  co- 
venant, in  which  he  promifes  that  the  word  of  life 
and  the  fpirit  of  truth  fhall  never  depart  from  Chrift 
nor  from  his  feed,  are  received  into  the  heart  of" 
God's  eled,  and  are  attended  with  the  fweet  blefling 
of  God*s  eternal  love  to  our  fouls. 
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Seai  tbi  law  among  my  difdples.    This  law  is  not 
the  moral  law ;   for  that  was  given  by  Moles,  and 
which  Chrift  came  to  fulfil :   it  is  another  law,  that 
poor  miferable  finners,  who  feel  the  plague  of  their 
heart,  are  commanded  to  wait  for ;   for,  as  for  the 
moral  law,  fuch  finners  have  got  enough  of  that  al- 
ready, in  their  foul's  curfing  and  condemning  them; 
and,  to  encourage  them,  they  are  commanded  to 
wait  for    another.— /2?<ari^M  unto  tne^    my  feoplet 
and  gh>e  ear  unto  me,  O  try  nation  J  for  a  law  Jhall 
p'oceed  from  me^  and  I  will  make  my  judgnient  to  refi 
for  a  light  of  the  people.    My  right eoufnefs  is  near: 
wy  folvation  is  gone  forth,  and  mine  arms  JhaU  judge 
the  peoples  the  ijles  Jhall  wait  upon  me,  and  on  my  arm 
fiaUthey  truft.    I  fa.  li.  4,  5.      This  law  that  goes 
forth  is  attended  with  falvation  and  righteoufhefs; 
but  neither  falvation  from  fin,  nor  righteoufnels  to 
juftify,  are  obtained  by  the  works  of  the  moral  law« 
The  Lonf  s  arm  is  to  judge  the  people.     It  is  the 
arm  of  the  Lord  revealed  that  makes  a  man  believe 
the  gofpel  report ;  and'  he  that  believes  is  faved  with 
this  falvation ;  and  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  is  to 
and  upon  all  them  that  believe:  they  are  jufKfied; 
and  that  is  their  judgment  which  begins  at  the  houfe 
of  God  firft.    And  this  judgment  of  the  people  is 
to  be  a  light  to  them  in  future  s  for  every  preacher, 
that  contradi&s  or  denies  the  juftification  of  God^s 
eleft  by  &itht  contradids  the  gofpel  and  the  Spirit's 
work  i  therefore  the  Lord  fays,  in  the  fame  chapter, 
2jp  the  km  and  to  the  teflimony;  if  they /peak  not  ^- 
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€ording  to  this  word^   U  is  becaufe  thin  is  no  l^Jbt 
in  tbem.  I  (a.  viil  zo. , 

Thus^  my  dear  brother^   comes  the  arm  of  the 
Lord  working  faith.     Salvation  from  fin,  and  jufti- 
« fication  from  all  things^  attend  believing.      Such 
fouls  have  taken  their  trial ;  their  judgment  is  over; 
their  caufe  is  decided,   and  the  decifion  is  in  their 
favour:   they  are  pronounced  juftj  and,  of  courfe^ 
are  pafled  from  death  to  life,  and  fhall  not  come 
into  condemnation.  John  v.  a4.   On  this  arm  of  the 
Lord  are  we  to  truft,    and  to  fay.  In  tJ^  Lord  we 
have  rigbteotifnefs  and  ftrengtb.    I  fa.  xlv.  %^.     And 
this  our  judgment  is  to  be  our  future  light,  to  try 
preachers  and  their  doflrines  by ;   thefc  arc  to  be 
brought  to  this  law,  and  to  the  teftimony  that  we 
have  received  j   and,  if  they  fpeak  not  according  to 
this  word,  there  is  no  light  in  them ;  and  this  is  the 
judgment  that  we  are  .to  make  of  them.     And  how 
few  preachers  have  we  that  can  ftand  in  this  judg- 
ment, or  in  a  congregation  thus  made  righteous ! 

Upon  believing  we  are  to  be  fcaled — Seal  the  lam 

among  nty  di/ciples.     This  law  is  the  law  of  faith ; 

the  fealof  God  never  attends  the  preaching  of  any 

other  law — This  would  I  karn  ofyouy  Received  ye  the 

Spirit  by  the  works  of  the  law,  or  by  the  preaching  oj 

faith  ?    Gal.  iii.  a.     Again,  He  therefore  that  mini- 

ftereth  the  Spirit  and  worketh  miracles  among  you,  doth 

he  it  by  Jhe  works  of  the  law,  or  by  the  bearing  of 

faith?  Gal.  iii.  5.     Not  by  the  law,  for  that  work-; 

Cth  wrath  i   and  all  minifters  of  the  law  are  dead 

6  .    men— 
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men— '^  are  not  minifiers  of  the  letter^  hut  of  the 
Spirit  f  for  the  letter  killeth,  but  the  Spirit  giveth  life. 
The  Holy  Spirit  of  promife  belongs  to  the  new 
covenant,  and  he  is  the  giver  of  the  law  of  life— 
The  law  of  the  fpvrit  of  life  in  Cbriji  Jefus  bath 
wide  me  free  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death.  Rom. 
viiu  a.  Believers  in  the  Son  of  God,  whofc  hearts 
are  purified,  and  whofe  fouls  are  juftified ;  che(c, 
and  no  other,  are  niinifters  of  the  Spirit.  No  other, 
however  gifted,  can  convey  the  golden  oil,  for  that 
always  fk)ws  through  golden  pipes.  Zech.  iv.  a.  12. 
Spiritual  gifts,  fuch  as  the  gift  of  tongues,  or  that 
of  working  miracles,  or  that  of  prophecy,  or  that 
of  underftanding  all  myfteries,  or  of  having  all 
knowledge,  or  that  of  cafting  out  devils,  which  is 
the  beft  of  all — are  not  the  things  that  accompany  fal« 
vadon ;  men  may  have  all  thefe,  and  yet  be  nothing. 
1  Cor.  xiii.  i,  2.  Many  will  fay  to  me  in  that  day^ 
Lsrdy  Lordy  have  we  not  prophefted  in  thy  name^  and 
in  thy  name  caft  out  devils ^  and  done  many  'oisonderftd 
works  ?  Arid  then  will  I  profefs  unto  them^  I  never 
blew  you ;  depart  from  me,  all  ye  that  work  iniquity. 
Matt.  vii.  22,  23.  Balaam  was  a  worker  of  ini- 
quity when  he  prophefied,  and  fo  was  Judas  when 
he  preached  and  wrought  miracles  i  the  love  of 
money,  the  root  of  all  evil,  was  in  the  heart  of  them 
both;  nor  did  they  ever  love  God,  or  feek  his 
glory ;  they  fought  their  own  glory,  and  therefore 
they  were  not  true  men,  nor  was  there  any  righte- 
oufncfs  in  them.    Spiritual  gifts  have  their  feat  only 

in 
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in  the  judgment  and  in  the  underftandtng ;  and  the 
word  of  God  never  goes  any  deeper  than  into  their 
judgment  and  their  mouth — there  they  hold  the  truth» 
and  it  is  in  unrighteotfnefs.  Rom«  i.  1 8.  The  nobler 
£iculdes  of  the  foul  are  never  touched  by  thele 
giftSj  nor  does  the  foul  reap  any  benefit  from  them. 
There  is  no  divine  power  operating  on  the  will, 
making  them  willing.  He  that  God  makes  willing 
repentSi  and  goes  into  the  vineyard  and  does  the 
will  of  his  fether.  Nor  is  the  confcience  purged^ 
nor  the  heart  purified,  by  thefe  things.  There  is 
no  law  written  in  the  mind,  nor  any  holy  fire  kind* 
led  in  the  aflfeftions,  to  raife  tkem  up  to  the  right 
hand  of  God  where  Chriil  fitteth.  If  they  have  any 
confidence  or  peace ;  the  &)rmer  is  only  prefump- 
don,  and  the  latter  is  kept  up  by  the  ftrong  man 
armed,  ^who  remains  in  pofTefllon  of  his  goods  un- 
molefted ;  and  all  their  joys  fpring  from  the  novelty 
of  the  dodlrinei  and  from  the  operation  of  oratory 
on  the  natural  paflions.  Many  of  thefe  gifts  were 
beftowcd  on  graceleis  men  in  the  apoftolic  age,  to 
raife  reports,  to  lend  out  a  found  into  the  world,  to 
excite  curiofity,  and  to  draw  people  to  hear  the 
word,  and  be  witneffes  of  the  power  of  God;  which 
terminated  in  the  falvation  of  God's  eleft,  and  which 
was  for  a  witnefs  againft  others.  Matt.  xxiv.  14. 
But,  when  the  eleft  of  God  were  coUefted  together, 
and  churches  formed  and  endowed  with  the  Holy 
Ghofl,  then  the  year  of  jubilee  was  come,  and  thefe 
gifts  returned  again  to  the  Prince  of  peace  -,  as  was 

foretold 
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(biTtold  by  the  prophet ;  and  the  men  that  were 
endowed  with  them  either  went  into  the  world,  or 
into  all  manner  of  herefies,  and  fo  became  the  pefts 
and  foes  of  Z ion ;  juft  as  we  ice  fome  people  do 
now.  Thus  fsitb  the  Lord  GcJ;  If  the  prince  pve 
a  pft  tQ  my  of  bis  fms^  the  mberttance  tbereof  Jball 
be  bis  Jons  \  it  Jh^U  be  tbeir  foffiffion  by  inherit a?ue^ 
Butf  if  be  give  a  gift  of  bis  inberitance  to  one  of  bis 
fervants,  tben  it  fhaU  h  bis  to  tbe  year  of  liberty  j 
ifter  it  fixdl  return  to  tbe  prince ;  hut  bis  inberitance 
Jball  be  bis  fons  for  tbem.  Ezek,  xlvi.  i6, 17.  Thus 
we  fee  there  is  nothing  fecured  to  die  fervant  when 
the  year  of  jubilee  comes ;  but  the  inheritance  of  the 
sons  is  richly  fecured.  All  which  is  punctually  ful« 
filled  by  Chrift — Take,  tberefore^  tbe  talent  from  bim^ 
and  give  it  unto  bim  whicb  batb  ten  talents.  For 
unto  every  one  tbat  batb  Jball  be  given,  and  be  Jball 
bave  abundance ;  but  from  bim  tbat  batb  not  Jball  be 
taken  away  even  tbat  wbicb  be  batb.  And  cajiye  tbe 
unprofitable  fervant  into  'outer  darknefs ;  tbere  JhaU  be 
weejdng  and  gnajhing  of  teetb.  Matt.  xxv.  ^8-^30. 

But  God  writes  tbe  law  of  faith  in  the  rnind^  and 
the  law  of  love  in  the  fleftily  ubles  of  the  heart ; 
and  where  thefe  come,  there  the  year  of  jubilee  is 
proclaimed,  and  the  law  of  liberty  is  publiQied  in 
the  foul ;.  and,  to  make  all  things  fure  and  fecure 
here,  God  fets  the  broad  feal  of  heaven  to  the  work* 
In  wbom  ye  alfo  trujled  after  tbat  ye  beard  tbe  word 
of  truth,  tbe  gofpel  of  your  falvation :  in  whom  alfo-, 
^ter  tbat  ye  believed ,  ye  were  fealed  with  tbat  lioly 

Spirit 
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Spirit  of  promife.  Eph.  i.  13.  Believers  are  living; 
epiftlesj  and  as  fuch  they  are  fealed  with  an  ever- 
living  feal.  Others  may  know  thefe  epiftles  and 
read  them ;  but  the  choice  contents^  the  myfteries9 
and  the  treafure^  belong  to  God»  and  none  eUe. 

Seals  are  to  keep  things  fecret  to  the  real  pro-- 
pfietorsj  who  can  open  thcm^  read  and  delight 
themfelves  with  the  contents  when  they  pleafe,  and 
feal  them  up  again  when  they  have  done»  and  keep 
them  clofe  from .  all  others — /i  garden  enchjed  is  my 
ftfter^  ntjJpoufe\  ajpring  jhui  upy  a  fountain  Jealed^ 
Songiv.  12.  The  waters  of  this  fountain  are  all 
facred  to  the  heavenly  Bridegroom  and  his  friends  > 
when  the  Lord  choofes  that  they  (hould  fpring  up  in 
praife  and  thankfgiving  to  himfelf>  or  flow  out  to 
refrefh  his  friends^  they  are  opened,  and  will  keep 
rifing  up  and  running  over  as  long  as  this  opening  or 
enlargement  lafts;  and,  when  (hut  up  and  fealed,  they 
always  ftop.     * 

Sealing  is  to  make  things  fure«  So  the  Spirit 
fcals  the  faints,  that  they  may  be  fure  that  they  be- 
long to  the  eleft  of  God.  Affurance,  therefore,  at- 
tends the  feal. — Knowings  brethren  beloved^  your  elec^ 
tion  of  God.  For  our  go/pel  came  not  unto  you  in  word 
cnfyt  but  alfo  in  power ^  and  in  the  Holy  Ghojiy  and  in 
much  affurance  i  as  ye  know  what  manner  of  men  we 
were  among  you.  i  Theff.  i*  4,  5.  Aflurancc,  there- 
fore, is  to  the  believer  one  of  the  bleffed  eflfefts  of 
this  feal  i  as  it  is  lyritten.  Until  the  Spirit  be  pured 
upon  us  from  on  high,  and  the  wilderne/s  be  a  fruU^ 
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fulfeU,  and  the  fruitful  field  he  cmUedfor  a  forejl. 
Then  judgment  JbaU  dwell  in  the  wildemefsy  md  rigb^ 
tecmjnejs  remain  in  tke  fruitful  field.     And  the  work  (f 
rigbUenfnefsfbaU  be  peace  i  and  the  effe£t  of  right efnif- 
»gft,  fuieinefs  and  affurance  for  ever.    And  my  people 
fiaU  dm^U  in  a  peaceable  habit aticn,  and  infure  dwells 
ings,  and^in  guiet  refiing^p!aces^    Ifa.  xxxiL  15—18. 
The  Jewifli  nation,  called  a  fruitful  field,  wa$  to  be 
counted  a  foreftj    and  the  Gentile  world,   which 
fbroierly  was  called  a  wildcrncfi,  was  ta  be  turned 
into  a  fruitful  field,  under  the  out-pouring  of  the 
Spirit.     Then  judgment  and  rightcoufncfs  were  to 
remaio  in  this  field :  peace,  quietnefs^  and  aflTurance 
for  ever,'  arc  to  be  the  effcdts  of  judgment  and  righte- 
x>ufneis.    Their  habitation  is  to  be  a  peaceable.ppe : 
and  fo  it  is,  for  they  dwejl  in  the  cleft  of  the  rock, 
that  is  their  habitation — Let  the  inhabitants  of  the 
rock  fing ;  let  them  fbota  from  the  tgps  of  the  mmn>^ 
tmns.    Ila.  xlii.  i  u     They  arc  to  have  fure  dwell- 
ings :  and  fo  they  have,  for  they  abide  in  the  Spn 
^d  iQ  the  Father-f-Z>^j  thou  baft  been  our  dvuelUng- 
place  in  aU  generations-  PfaL  xc.  i.     And  be  that 
Jwelietb  in  the  fecret  place .  of  the  Moft  High,  ftidl 
/dnde  under  the  foadow  of  the  Almighty .  PfaL  xci.  i. 
They  are  to  have  peaceable  refting  places:   they 
.reft  in  the  love  of  God,  in  his  abfolutc  choice  of 
their  perlbns,  in  his  covenant*  in  the  finiflied  falva- 
tion  of  Chrift,  and  in  the  Holy  Spirit's  work  on 
their  own  ibuls  i  and  I  know  of  no  rcfting-piaces  fo 
pFcdous  and  lb  quiet  a&  dieie* 

N  Paul 
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Paul  calls  circumcifion  a  (eal.    And  be  received 

ihefign  of  circumcifion^  ^fi^l  of  the  rigbteoufiiefs  of  the 

faiib  which  be  body  being  yet  uncircumcifed.  Rom.  \v. 

1 1.     Abraham  believed  God«  and  it  was  counted 

to  him  for  rightcoufnefs  before  ever  he  was  circum- 

cifed,  that  neither  he  nor  his  feed  might  ever  glory 

in  the  flefti.    His  circumcifion  is  called  no  more 

than  a  (ign  of  real  circumcifion ;  for  a  true  circum- 

cifed  perfon  is  one  whofe  heart  God  circumcifes^  diat 

he  may  love  him  with  all  the  hearty  and  with  all  bis 

foul,  that  he  may  live.   Deut.  xxz.  6.    Such^  and 

only  fuch,  are  truly  circumcifed — For  we  are  ibe 

circumcifion  which  worjhip  God  in  the  J^ii^  and  re- 

joice  in  Chrifi  Jefus,  and  have  no  confidence  in  tbeftefif, 

Fhtk  ill.  3.     The  real  feal  of  true  and  fpiritdal  cir-. 

cumcifion  is  love ;  and  clrcumcifioA  in  the  flefli  was 

a  fign  of  this>  and  no  more.     This  feal  in  Abra* 

ham's  hearty  agd  the  fign  of  it  in  his  flefh»  was  ca 

afifure  Abraham  that  God  would  adopt  (by  nadonal 

adbption)  his  natural  feedy  and  give  unto  them  the 

land  of  promife ;  which  he  did ;  and  led  them  into 

it  by  the  hand  of  Mofes  and  Jolhua.    And  love  was 

a  feal  to  all  Abraham's  fpiritual  feed  that  he  would 

adopt  them  by  his  grace,   blefs  them  with  ^tb, 

righteoufnefsj  and  life ;  and  that  he  would  give  them 

the  heavenly  country,  and  bring  them  into  it  by  that 

renowned  feed  Chrift  Jefus,  in  whom  all  nadoos 

ihould  be  bkfied. 

Almoft  every  thing  belonging  to  the  believer  is 
fealed ;  the  foundadon  on  which  he  builds  is  fealed. 

Hymeneus 
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Hj^meneus  amlPhiktus,  cbncerning  the  truths  home  er* 
redy  faying  that  ibe  refurreSion  is  pajl  already  i  and 
voertbr&tv  the  faith  of  feme,  Nevertbekfs^  tbefounda^ 
Hm  of  God  ftandeth  fure ;  having  this  feal^  the  Lord 
knowetb  them  that  are  his.  2 Tim.  ii.  1 8^  1 9.  I  do  not 
tinderftand  this  paflage  a$  fome  good  men  do  i  chat 
by  feal  here  is  meant  the  fecret  purpofe  of  God, 
or  his  prefciencei  By  this  foundation  the  apoftle 
undoubtedly  means  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifts  as  it  is 
written,  According  to  the  grace  of  God  which  is  given 
unto  me,  as  a  wife  majier^builder  I  have  laid  tbefoun- 
datiany  and  another  huildeth  thereon.  But  let  every 
man  take  heed  bow  be  huildeth  thereupon.  For  other 
foundation  can  no  man  lay  than  that  is  Iddy  which  is 
Jefus  Chrift.  rCor.  iii.  10,  ii.  Now  this  founda- 
tion ftandeth  fure ;  as  the  prophet  Ifaiah  fpeaks» 
^us  faith  the  Lord  Gody  Beholdy  I  lay  in^  Zion,  for  a 
foundationy  a  Jioncy  a  tried  ftoney  a  precious  comer* 
ftoney  a  fure  foundation :  he  that  believetb  Jball  not 
make  bafit.  Ifa.  xxviii.  j  6.  From  this  text  Paul 
takes  it,  and  fays,  with,  the  prophet,  NevertheUfsy 
the  foundation  of  God  ftandeth  fure  j  having  thisfealy 
the  Lord  knowetb  them  that  are  his.  Now  this  foun- 
dation, which  is  Chrift  Jefus,  has  got  the  fcal  of 
God  upon  it.  Labour  not  for  the  meat  which  perifh^^ 
ttby  but  for  that  meat  which  endureth  unto  everlafting 
tifey  which  the  Son  of  man  Jball  give  unto  you ;  for 
him  both  God  the  Father  feakd.  John  vi.  a;.  Chrift 
was  fealed  widi  the  Holy  Spirit  i  he  was  diftinguifli- 
ed,  pointed  outj  authorifedt  anointed^  commiflioned, 

N  2  and 
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ai|d  fent  to  be  the  promifed  and  long  looked- for 
Meffiah.  He  was  filled  widi  the  Holy  Ghoft  from 
the  iliromb,  aod  {baled  by  the  public  defcent  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  upon  him  at  his  baptifm»  juft  before  he 
entered  on  his  pubHc  miniftry.  The  miracles  that 
be  wroughti  and  the  fouls  that  he  converted,  were 
all  fcriptural  evidences  of  his  being  fealed  ai|d  (ent 
of  God.  Hence  the  apoftle  concludes^  chatj  tbougli 
ibme,  who  profefs  the  name  of  Chrift,  depart  from 
the  faith  themfelves,  and  overthrow  the  faith  of 
others ;  yet  the  true  MeflTiah,  who  is  the  omnifcient 
God^  and  who,  as  man,  is  fealed  with  the  Holy 
Ghoit,  mud  know  who  his  own  eled  are ;  he  muft 
know  whole  fins  he  borcj  for  whom  he  died^  and 
who  are  his  own  purchafed  pofleflion :  and  furely  he 
will  never  lofe  what  his  Father  has  given  him,  nor 
fuffer  any  of  diofe  to  be  plucked  out  of  his  hand 
who  are  made  his  charge.  The  good  (hepherd  may 
fulFer  Satan  to  fteal  away  the  wolves,  but  not  the 
Iheep  ^  for  .the  Lord  (but  none  elfe)  knoweth  them 
that  are  his.  Hence  it  appears  that  the  believer's 
foundauon  is  fealed,  and  fo  is  the  believer  himfelf ; 
and  his  fcaling  is  faid  to  be  in  Chriit: — In  whom, 
after  that  ye  believed^  ye  were  fealed*  Eph,  i.  13. 
And  thus  God  feals  both  the  Saviour  and  the  faved* 
Now  be  which  fiabUfheth  us  with  you  in  Cbrifl^  and 
bath  anointed  us^  is  God:  who  bath  alfo  fealed  us. 
a  Con  i.  21.  Thofe,  therefore,  that  are  joined  to 
the  Lord  are  one  ipirit,  for  the  feal  of  God  is  upon 
them  both. 

The 
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The  choice  treafures  of  the  covenant  alfo^   or 

the  (piiitual  bkfflngs  of  the  New  Teftament>  are  all 

concealed  and  hid,   under  the  fame  iealj  frono  the 

eyes  of  all  living ;    nor  can  any  man  ever  get  at 

them  until  the  Spirit  that  feals  the  believer  unfeals 

the  gofpel,  and  leads  the  believing  mind  into  it.— ^ 

The  natural  man  difcernetb  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit 

of  God  \  nw  can  he  knw)  tbim,  hecau/e  they  art  fpri-^ 

tuaUy  dijcemed.  i  Cor.  ii.  I4,    And  the  vifion  of  aU 

is  become  unto  you  as  a  book  that  is  fealedy  which  men 

deliver  to  one  that  is  learned^  f^yi^gi  R^^d  this,  I  pray 

thee  9  and  he  faith  ^  I  cannotyfor  it  isfealed.    Therefore^ 

fays  God,  I  will  proceed  to  do  a  marvellous  xvork,  and  a 

wtmder  among  this  people :  for  the  wifdom  of  their  wi/k 

men  Jbdl  perijh^  and  the  Underfianding  of  their  prudent 

men  Jball  he  hid.  Ifa.  xxix.  11^  14.     And  this  came 

to  paft  in  the  days  of  Chrift— F-«//&^,  /  thank  thee. 

Lord  of  heaven  and  earth ,  becaufe  thou  baft  hid  tbefe 

things  from  the  wife  and  prudent y  and  haft  revealed 

them  to  hakes :   evenfo,  Father,  forfo  itfeemeth  good 

in  thy  fight.  Matt.  xi.  25.   How  many  times,  before 

I  iTvas  twelve  months  old  from  my  iecond  birth,  have 

1  ieen  men  in  a  pulpit  labouring  in  the  dark  to  get 

into  the  treafure  of  an  eminent  text  which  lay  hid 

under  the  ftal,  but  all  in  vain.     The  fwcet  fcnfe  of 

pardon,   of  peace,   of  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of 

glory ;  the  melting  flames  under  a  fenfe  of  eternal 

love;    the  fweet  foul-diflblving  fenfations  enjoyed 

under  the  divine  flbwings  of  godly  forrow  and  evan« 

gelical  repentance,   which  are  drawn  forth  under 

Jfj  tho 
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the  founding  of  God's  bowels  towards  us^  and  the 
repeated  difcoveries  of  his  love  to  us  in  Chrift  Jefiisj 
.  the  heavenly  ienie  and  divine  glee  that  iprin^  up 
by  the  Spirit,  under  the  impreflions  that  attend<hc 
divine  prefence  being  fibout  our  path  and  aboiit  our 
bed ;  the  fweet  rays  of  divinity  that  often  appear  ii) 
the  word,  plowing  up  the  deep  myfteries,  and  leiul- 
ing  the  enlightened  mind,  by  a  glorious  radianccj 
out  of  one  myftery  into  another,  eftabliihing  the 
^ul  in  the  glorious  harmony  that  appears  in  the 
word;  when  crooked  things  are  made  ftraightj 
rough  places  plain,  and  apparent  difcord^  are  m^e 
to  harmonize;  the  delightful  and  ibul-enriching 
thoughts  of  poor  worms  being  indulged  with  accefi 
to  God,  and  with  boldnefs,  freedono,  and  fami- 
liarity with  him ;  and  to  hold  communion  and  fel* 
lowlhip  both  with  the  Father  and  the  Son ;  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  to  fee  the  word  of  God  tally  with  all 
the  divine  teaching,  influences,  and  operations  of  the 
mod  Holy  Spirit  of  God  upon  us ;  and  to  be  fen- 
fibly  under  the  divine  fmiles  of  heaven  ;  to  be  ac* 
quainted  with  the  private  thoughts  of  God's  heart, 
which  are  thoughts  of  good  and  not  of  evil,  to  give 
us  an  expelled  pnd !  I^ow  many  tranfient  vifits ! 
how  many  transfqrming  views !  what  fympathy  does 
the  God  oF  al}  grace  difcover  to  us  in  trouble !  wha( 
fuccour  does  he  ^ord !  what  fupport  does  the  heart 
feel  in  a  trying  hour !  how  fenlibly  does  he  rent  the 
heavens  and  come  down  to  our  relief!  Ifa.  Ixiv.  i, 
He  admits  our  hopes  within  the  Vail,  and  our  af? 
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fefikms  CO  his  own  right  hand,  where  Chrift  fitteth. 
His  bkflfed  prefencc>  when  he  (hines  upon  the  foulj 
cafts  a  divine  kiftre  upon  the  whole  work  of  his 
hands ;  his  brtUtant  perfedions  fliine  in  both  globes; 
bis  gbny  ewers  the  beavens^  and  the  earth  is  full  of 
bisfraife.  Hab.  iii.  3.     The  aftoniflung  condefcen- 
fion  of  God»  in  (looping  fo  low  to  vifit  us,  makes  us 
Ids  than  nothing.     The  diftance  and  difproportion 
between  God  and  fuch  worms  appear  to  be  more> 
if  poflSbki  than  infinite ;  and  yet  cbmty^  that  be^ 
Jievetb  all  things^  lays>  at  the  fame  time^  and  that 
with  the  witncis  on  earth  and  the  record  of  heaven. 
'^  I  dwell  in  God»  and  God  dwells  in  me.'*  The  divine 
hints  dropped  for  faith  to  catchy    the  myfterious 
leadings  of  his  providence^  the  goodnefs  that  pafles 
daily  before  us,  and  the  mercy  and  truth  that  fol- 
low uss  the  watchful  eye  of  God  upon  us;  the  moft 
minute  xircumfl;ances  which  are  fo  fenfibly  obferved 
by  him  $  the  deaf  ear  that  he  turns  to  all  our  excla- 
mations againll  ourfelves ;  the  divine  approbation ; 
the  love,  the  paternal  embraces,  which  are  forced 
upon  us,  which  we,  when  felf-abafcd,  coyly  ihun 
and  try  to  put  away,  judging  ourfelves  unworthy  his 
clemency !     Thefe  things,    aqd   tbqufands   more^ 
which  my  poor  foul  has  enjoyed,  and  with  which 
the  word  of  God  abounds,  are  all  couched  under 
the  leal;   which  no  natural  man,  however  bright 
his  parts,  or  however  profound  his  learning,,  can 
touch,  much  lefs  difcover,  and  bring  to  the  iighf. 
Natural  men  in  the  miniftry  are  broken  cifterns, 
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wells  without  water,  clouds  wiirbout  rain^  JMlpA 
ii^ithouc  oil;  and  a  cruft  whhoQC  Qit*  One  dead 
dUcourfe  from  a  minifter  of  the  letter  is  fuficieat 
to  cad  theihoft  lively  foul  into  a  deep  deep,  toiacf 
the  moft  enlarged  faint  in  irons,  and  to  noke  a» 
watered  garden  like  a  barrea  heath.  Spiritual  k- 
thargy>  kgal  bondage,  and  foui^beggary,  are  aii  thac 
ever  I  got  from  fach  minifters$  and  I  have  f6tmerlf 
bad  enoi^h  of  this  hard  fare.  They  turn  a  boufe  e4 
prayer  into  a  prifon,  and  ftee^rn  citizens  idto 
flaves* 

The  believer,  as  a  living  epiAle,  has  all  the  con* 
tents  of  God  s  laws  written  upon  his  heart,  fealed 
and  kept  iecre€  fr<Mn  the  world  i  for  the  men  of  the 
wofM  can  neither  fee  them  nor  believe  them,  though 
he  declares  them.  He  is  feakd  wkh  the  aflurance 
of  iaith,  which  fixes  his  heart.  He  is  ieakd  with 
the  love  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus,  which  is  his  cir« 
coaicifxon,  and  a  fure  fign  and  (eal  of  the  rigbteouf^ 
ne6  of  Chrift  being  bis ;  for  love  cafteth  d^t  fear, 
and  believeth  att  things.  Chrift,  his^  foundation,  is 
feakd;  the  covenant,  and  aU  its  rich  contents, 
which  are  hkl  from  the  world,  are  feakd  alfo,  and 
made  fure  to  him ;  but  not  concealed,  nor  hid  from 
him. 

Every  wfaolefbme  truth,  promife,  or  doctrine  of 
Chrift ;  every  reproof  or  rebuke  that  gives  inftruc-^ 
tion ;  together  with  all  the  catations,  warnings,  and 
fecret  counfels,  which  are  given  by  the  great  pro- 
phet of  the  church;  are  clothed  with  power,  imprefled 
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upon  the  foul,  and  fixed,  as-  with  a  feal,  upon  hh 
heart.  For  Gsd/pe^Aeib  &Mci,  yea  twite,  yet  man 
fffmehah  it  not.  ^In  a  dteawh  in  a  vijion  rftbe  nighty 
wbm.detp  fieep  fdkth  upon  merij  in  Jlnmberings  upon 
ibe  Mi  then  be  ofenetb  tbe  ears  of  men,  and  fealetb 
their  inftruilum\  fbat  be  mOf  wifbdraw  man  from  his 
fM^Je,  and  bide  pride Jrom  man.  Job  xxxiii.  14 —  1 6* 
Without  this  fealii^  Satan  and  his  heretics  would 
ibon  fteal  away  the  word  Town  in  the  heart  i  as  we 
often  fee  in  men  of  the  greateft  abilities,  when  the 
word  is  only  received  in  tbe  underAanding  and  m 
the  jodgment.  Thefe  are  often  feduced,  and  led  to 
believe  tbe  greateft  abibrdities ;  and  h  would  the 
ekA  themfelves,  were  k  not  for  the  feal  which  at* 
tends  the  word.  Truth,  when  (ealed,  makes  the 
conicience  free  $  and  fuch  fouls  fet  to  their  feal  that 
God  is  true.  Truth,  then,  reaches  the  afic6tionsi 
it  is  received  in  the  love  of  it.  It  is  the  word  of 
healing  that  makes  us  whole;  the^word  of  faith 
which  makes  us  believe ;  the  word  of  power  which 
makes  us  obey;  the  word  of  wifdom  which  makes 
us  wife  unto  falvation ;  the  word  of  heakh  which 
cures  all  our  fpiritual  diieafes,  attended  with  the 
abundance  of  peace ;  a  word  of  light '  to  guide  our 
feet  into  the  >Vay  of  peace.  It  is  the  word  of  righte- 
oufbels  which  makes  us  juft ;  and  the  word  of  re- 
conciliation which  makes  us  friends.  It  is  the 
promHe  of  adoption  which  makes  us  fons;  the 
promHe  of  life  which  makes  us  heirs;  and  the 
pFc^qaife  of  viAory  through  grace  which  makes  us 
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more  than  conquerors.  All  this,  an^  much  more, 
attends  the  feeding  of  our  inftru£Uon«  Hence  die 
impoflibility  of  the  eledi  being  fioalfy'  deceivec]^ 
Satan  tries  hard  at  the  young  believer,  and  fends  the 
nu)ft  wife  sind  fubtle  fervants  in  all  his  intereft  to  do 
the  fame :  but  the  young  believer,  jull  verged  out 
of  his  bondage,  and  delighting  bimfelf  in  his  liberty^ 
and  living  upon  little  elfe  but  his  divine  comforts ; 
and  finding  that  thefe  heretics  bring  nothing  to  his 
mind  but  confufion  and  bondage,  which  ftrip  him 
of  his  fweet  morfels  i  he  foon  begins  to  be  afraid  of 
them;  he  fliuns  them,  and  fufpeds  them  to  be 
thieves  and  robbers :  and  he  is  quite  right,  for  they 
are  nothing  elfe*  And  the  Holy  Spirit  continues 
to  revive  and  renew  the  work ;  this  brings  the  foul 
again  and  again  forth  to  the  lights  And  every  time 
the  Lord  ihines  into  his  heart  the  impoftor  is  more 
and  more  difcovcrcd  j  while  he  feels  his  own  heart 
the  more  ftrengthened,  grounded,  and  iecdcd  in  the 
uuth. 

By  this  feal  the  image  of  God  is  impreflcd;  and 
this  is  done  upon  the  foul  by  the  Spirit,  while  Jefus 
Chrift  is  exhibited  to  the  enlightened  underftanding, 
and  to  the  eye  of  faith  :  as  it  is  written.  Bid  zve  aU^ 
with  openfacey  beholding  as  in  a  glajs  the  glory  of  tbs 
Lordy  are  (banged  info  the  fame  image  from  glory  ta 
glory y  even  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  2  Cor.iii.  i8» 
Various  are  the  views  that  believers  have  of  Chrift 
Jefus  while  the  Holy  Spirit  operates  and  makes  this 
change^  or  imprciTes  this  image  on  the  foul  .  Abr4^ 
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hatn>  Ifaac^  and  Jacobi  Mofes,  Jolhua,  Gideon^ 
and  Manoah,  all  faw  him ;  for  he  appeared  to  each 
of  thefe,  and  many  more.  Some  faw  him  as  an 
angel  of  the  Lord,  very  terrible.  Some  in  a  human 
form,  as  Jofhua ;  and  in  the  clouds,  as  Job.  Some 
as  a  flame  of  fire,  as  Moles.  Some  in  fuffering 
circumftances,  as  Ifaiah.  Others  in  his  prieftly  habit^ 
as  Ezekiel  and  Daniel.  Others  in  a  war  appear* 
ance,  with  garments  dipped  in  blood,  and  upon  a 
red  horfe,  as  John  and  Ze<;hariah.  Sometimes  as 
the  Ancient  of  days  and  venerable  Judge»  with  his 
iair  like  the  pure  wool.  Some  upon  his  judgment* 
&atj  as  Daniel.  And  others  upon  his  glorious 
throne  as  King  of  Zion,  and  above  the  cherubims, 
as  Ezekiel.  He  was  feen  alio  of  Paul ;  and  fince 
diat  by  Mr.  Hart,  and  by  me  alfo,  and  by  many 
others  in  the  prefent  day,  who  have  leen  him  in  his 
own  light  by  the  eye  of  faith,  zpA,  with  the  enlight- 
ened underftandingy  as  man  in  fuSering  circum- 
ftances  upon  the  crofs,  and  ihiniog,  at  the  fame 
time,  in  the  fountain  of  eternal  light.  O  mod:  pre- 
cious, moft  wonderful,  and  foul*transforming  view ! 
Others  fee  him  in  the  light  of  the  word.  The 
word  is  attended  with  light  and  life.  The  Spirit 
teftifics  of  Chrift  to  the  foul ;  at  which  time  the  Sun 
of  righteoujnejs  arijes  wifb  healing  in  bis  wings ;  which 
viiion  is  promifed  to  all  them  that  fear  his  name, 
Mah  iv.  2;  and  it  is  a  promife  of  gofpel  times. 
And  this  is  attended  with  joy  tmfpeakable  and  full 
of  ^ory. '^^yfiifey  Jbine  forth  i  for  thy  light  is  come, 
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and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  rifen  upon  thee,  jljtd  tbt 
GeiUiUs  Jball  come  to  tby  lights  and  kings  to  the  brigbi-- 
nifs  rfthy  rifing.  Ifa.  Ix.  i,^.  Which  pronjife  will 
be  fulBlkdj  and  be  found  to  be  true*  as  long  as  there 
is  a  chofcn  vefiel  among  the  Gentiles  to  h%  callecL 
And,  although  we  have  many  preachers  who  deny 
aU  vifion,  and  of  courfe  a}l  fupematural  light,  yet 
we  know  that  fuch  cannot  be  burning  and  fltining 
lights,  becaufe  they  deny  the  light ;  nor  minifters  of 
Chrift ;  for  he  makes  bis  minifters  a  flaming  fire* 
Pfalm  civ.  4.  Nor  are  they  children  of  light,  nor 
of  the  day ;  but  of  the  night  and  of  darknefs  ;  for, 
if  what  they  ^Skvt  be  true,  there  is  nothing  but 
damnation  in  all  the  country :  -  for  God  fays,  fHfire 
there  is  no  vifimy  the  people  perifls.  Prov,  xxix,  1 8. 
Such  blind  guides  have  nothing  to  guide  thetii  bot 
the  light  of  nature— Ti^j^tfi  a  vtfion  of  their  own 
heart.  Jer.  xxiii.  i6.  To  deny  all  vifion  is  to  deny 
God,  who  -is  light,  and  all  knowledge  of  him. 
God  promifes  that  all  his  children  ihall  know  him ; 
but  how  ?  God  gives  us  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of 
the  glory  of  himlclf  in  the  face  of  Jefus.  It  is  to  deny 
all  the  fure  word  of  prophecy ;  for  this  is  a  light 
jhimng  in  a  dark  place.  Such  deny  the  title  of  the 
faints,  and  all  the  good  work  witliin ;  for  they  are 
called  the  children  of  lights  and  children  of  the  day. 
They  deny  the  path  of  the  juft,  which  ihincs  more 
and  more.  They  deny  the  falvation  of  God  ;  for 
that  is  a  lamp  that  burneth.  They  deny  the  lamp 
and  the  oil  of  the  wife  virgins;    yea,  and  of  the 
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(botifli  too ;    for  how  could  their  lamps  go  out  if 
ihcy  had  no  fort  of  light  ?   They  deny  all  joy  to  the 
righteous  5    for  ihe  light  of  the  righteous  rejoicetk. 
Such  men  deny  the.  fcriptures  of  truth ;  for  they 
are  a  light  to  our  feet ^  and  a  lamp  to  our  path.    They 
deny  all  preaching  the  gofpel  i  for  that  is  fowing 
light  far  the  righteous j    and  gladnefs  for  the  upright 
in  heart.      They  deny  the  being  of  God  in  his 
.church  $  for  out  of  Zion,  the  perfeSion  of  beauty y  God 
hathftnued.    It  ftrips  a  real  fcrvanc  of  God  of  every 
name  God  gives  him.     How  can  he  be  a  feer,  a 
prophet t  or  a  watchman^  if  he  be  flone  blind  i  How 
can  he  be  a  burning  or  a  (hining  lights  a  flame  of 
fire^  a  candle  on  a  candlcftick,   or  a  ftar  in  the 
L6rd*s  right  hand>  if  there  be  no  light  in  bim? 
They  muft  be  blind  watchmen  and  dumb  dogs; 
for  what  dogs  will  bark  unieis  they  fee  a  (lranger> 
or  hear  a  ooife  ?    And  juft  fuch  blind  watchmen 
are  all  preachers  who  deny  vifion ;  for  all  fuper- 
natural  light,  which  is  above  and  beyond  the  light 
of  nature/ is  vifion;  whether  it  fhine  into  the  heart, 
as  in  Paulj   or  into  the  head>  as  in  Balaam ;    whe- 
ther it  (hine  in  the  word  of  God^  or  in  the  face  of 
Jefus  Chrift.     Paul  calls  his  the  heavenly  vifion. 
Such  men  deny  the  dexterity  of  Satan ;    for  Paul 
fays  that  he  is  transformed  into  an  angel  of  light. 
Yea,  more;    fuch ^ preachers  even  deny  their  own 
deception,  and  the  influence  that  they  are  under; 
for  Paul  tells  us  that  even  impoftors,    or  roiniftcrs 
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of  Satan>  are  transformed  as  the  mmjiers  of  rigbteouf!^ 
mfs.  2  Cot.  xi.  149 15.  In  this  account  Satan  aims 
to  imitate  an  angel  by  his  Ihining;  and  his  fervants 
to  imitate  the  minifters  of  Chrift  by  walking  in  the 
light  of  their  own  firCj  and  in  the  fparks  that  they 
have  kindled. 

The  image  of  God>  which  the  Spirit  impreflcth 
on  the  foul  whep  it  is  fealed>  ftands  in  light>  know^^* 
]edge>  glory^  love,  righteoufnefs,  and  true  holi- 
nefs.  And  fuch  fouls  ihine  as  lights  in  the  world, 
for  they  are  converted ;  and  real  converfion  is  turn- 
ing men  from  darknefs  to  lights  and  from  the  power  of 
Satan  to  God. 

This  fealing  us  is  faid  to  be  unto  the  day  of  re- 
demption.  Grieue  not  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  where- 
iy  ye  are  fedUd  unto  the  day  of  redemption.  Eph.  i v. 
30.  The  day  of  redemption,  here  fpoken  of,  ap- 
pears to  be  the  refurredion,  which  is  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  body  from  the  grave.  As  it  is  written, 
Ourf elves  alfoy  which  have  the  firfi-fruUs  of  the  Spi^ 
rii^  even  we  ourf  elves  groan  within  ottrf elves ^  wait- 
ing for  the  adoption^  to  wity  the  redimptiwi  of  our 
body.  Rom.  viii.  23.  Now  our  fealing  is  the 
pledge  and  earned  of  this.  In  whom  alfo^  after 
that  ye  believed^  ye  were  fealed  with  that  Holy  Spirit 
of  promife^  which  is  the  eameft  of  aur  inheritance 
until  the  redemption  of  the  pur  chafed  pojfej/ion.  Eph.  i. 
13$  14.  In  thefe  words  the  church  of  God  is 
called  a  pofleilioni  as  it  is  the  Lord's  portion. — Ihe 
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Lord^s  portion  is   bis  people  i    Jacob  is  the  lot  of 

bis  inheritance.      This  portion  is  called  the  pur- 

chafed    pofltifiohy    becaufe    it    is  bought  with  a 

price— F<f^//  the  church  of  God^  which  he  hath  pur^ 

chafed  with  his  own  blood.    Adts  xx.  28.      The 

whole  of  this  pofleflion  was  given  by  the  Father 

to  Chrifty  and  he  laid  down  his  life  for  it;   and 

the  price  that  he  paid  purchafed  the  whole,   body 

and  foul :    of  all  wliich  he  will  lofe  nothing;  no» 

not  fo  much  as  a  fmgle  hair — There  Jball  not  an  hair 

of  your  head  perijb.     And  this  is  the  Father* s  will 

vbkh  hath  Jent  mcj  that  of  all  which  he  hath  given 

me  I  fhoidd  lofe  nothings  but  fbould  raife  it  up  again 

ai  thelafi  day.    And  this  is  the  will  of  him  thatfent 

me^   that  every  one  which  feeth  the  Son,  and   be-- 

Uevetb   on  him,  may  have  everlajling  life:    and  1 

mil  raife  him  up  at  the  lajl  day.    John  vi.  39^  46. 

This  purchafed  poficflion  is,  at  the  prefent  time, 

firangely  fcattered  about.  Many  fouls,  cMtdthefpirits 

qfjuft  men  made  perfeSl,  are  now  in  heaven.     Two 

of  the  bodies  of  the  faints,   as  well  as  their  (buls, 

are  in  heaven  alio,  even  Enoch  and  Elijah.     The 

bodies  of  thoufands  of  the  faints  are  now  in  the 

duft,   which  their  fouls  in  faith  have  left  behind 

chem  to  fleep  in  hope.     Some  part  of  the  purchafe 

is  now  in  a  militant  date ;  another  part  lies  in  the 

ruins  of  the  fall;  fome  in  the  wombs  of  women; 

ibmc  in  the  loins  of  men;    and  fome   in   non- 

exiftence.    But,  at  the  firft  refurreftion,  they  muft 
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written  in  heaven,  the  whole  church  of  the  firft- 

born«    And  this  will  be  the  grand  convocation,  or 

she  general  affmbly.  Heb.  xii.  ^3. 

Now  the  apoftle  tells  us  that  we  are  iealed  by 

the  Holy  Spirit    unto  this  day  of  redenipcion ; 

which. (hews  that  none  but  fealed  peribns  will  rife 

in  the  refurredion  of  the  joft.     None  but  thofe 

that  are  of  f^uth,    and  who,   upon  thus  believing, 

are  fealed  with  the  Holy  Spirit  of  promiie,  can  rife 

in  the  firft  refurrcftion ;    for  they,  and  only  they, 

arc  bleffed  and  holy  perfons. — Bkjfed  and  bofy  is  be 

that  baib  part  in -the  firft  refurreSion:   on/uch  the 

Jecond  death  has  no  power.   Rev.  xx«  6.    Being  of 

faith,  they  are  blefled  with  faithful  Abraham ;  and, 

being  fealed  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  they  are  holy. 

Hence  this  fealing  us  to  the  day  of  redemption 

is  to  affure  us  of  a  part  and  lot  in  this  firft  rcfur- 

re^libn;   it  is  a  pledge  and  an  earneft  of  it.     It  is 

the  Holy  Spirit  fan£tifying  and  fealing  of  us  that 

makes  us  meet  to  partake  of  it.      And  this  is  a 

truth,    that  the  Holy  Ghoft  never  will  quicken 

and  change  any  one  mortal  body,   and  fafhion  it 

like  unto  the  glorious  body  of  Chrift,    unlefs  be 

dwpU  in  it,  and  make  it  his  temple  in  this  life.— 

Know  ye  not  (faith  the  apoftle)  that  your  bodies  are 

the  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ?   Te  are  the  temple  of 

the  living  God\    as  God  bath  faid^  I  will  dwell  in 

them,  and  walk  iti  them*    And  this  temple  is  holy; 

and 


sndy  being  Utfflfcd  and  holy,  it  muft  rife  m  the 
refurreftion  of  the  juft ;  and  truly  blefled  and  holy 
UkJI  it  be  when  it  rifes.  Chrift  raiied  up  the 
temple  of  his  own  body ;  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  will 
nufe  up  the  church,  which^  is  his  temple,  and 
Bifhlon  it  like  unto  the  glorious  body  of  Chrift. 
To  thefe  things,  which  are  not  feen,  muft  we  look. 
Xius,  and  what  follows  upon  it,  is  the  prize  of 
the  high  caUing  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus.  ^S*^  rtm 
/bai  ye  may  obtain. 

In  the  path  of  the  juft  that  leads  to  life,  and  in 
this  race  that  is  fet  before  us,  and  in  hope  of  the 
prize,  this  leaves  me-^faint,  yet  purfuing. 

Ever  yours  in  undiflembled  love. 


W.  HUNTINGTON. 


O 
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LETTER    XVIIl. 

To  the  Rev.  J.  jENFcms,  at  the  new  Ficarage, 

Lewes,  SuJJex. 


To  ihy  own  Son  in  ibefaltb. 

Beloved,  I  think  it  meetj  as  long  as  I 
am  in  this  tabernacle,  to  ftir  up  thy  pure  mind  by 
way  of  remembrance,  that  after  my  deceafc  tbde 
things  may  remain  with  thee.  Meditate  ,upon  thefe 
weightier  matters  j  give  thyfelf  wholly  up  unto  them, 
that  thy  profiting  may  appear  to  all.  Do  the  work 
of  an  evangelift  \  make  full  proof  of  thy  tniniftry* 
Bring  them  off  from  their  old  fandy  bottom,  from 
all  truft  in  the  flefli,  and  from  their  four  kes  of  legal 
righteoufnefs.  Dtfcharge  truth  in  all  its  naked 
force  and  naked  fimplicity ;  and  obfervc  and  watch 
its  operations,  its  fruits  and  effedls,  and  thou  wilt 
find  it  fufficient,  in  the  hand  of  the  Spirit,  to  fubdue 
the  moft  ftubborn,  to  change  the  moft  obdurate,  to 
filence  a  gainfayer,  and  to  furnifh  tlie  man  of  God 
for  every  good  word  and  work.  But  I  fhaU  pro- 
ceed, 

1 6.  To  treat  of  the  Holy  Spirit  as  an  eameft  of 
the  inheritance.     For  we  that  are  in  this  tabernacle 

do 


I 


ao  groan,  heing  burdened:  net  for  that  we  would  be 
unclotbedt  but  clothed  upon,  that  mortality  might  be 
Jwdllowed  up  of  life.  Now  he  that  hath  wrought  us 
for  the f elf  fame  thing  is  God,  who  alfo  hath  given  unto 
us  the  eamefi  of  the  Spirit.  2  Cor.  v.  4,  5.  The 
apoftle  here  calls  our  earthly  bodies  a  tabernacle  i 

to 

which  is  a  portable  dwelling,  fct  up,  taken  down, 
and  removed,  juft  as  it  pleafeth  the  owner  of  it  to 
do.  This  tabernaclei  as  it  now  (lands,  is  -not  tp 
contimic,  becaufe  of  the  mifery  which  attends  the 
inhabitants  of  it  in  its  prefcnt  ftatc— ^^  that  are  in  it 
io  groan,  being  burdened.  There  is  in  it  the  plague  of; 
leprofy,  and  therefore  it  muft  be  pulled  down. ' 
There  is  a  body  of  fin,  a  body  of  death  in  it ;  an4 
this  has  made  it  corruptible,  and  corruption  is  th^ 
feed  of  death — //  is  appointed  unto  all  mm  once  to  iUf 
God  has  made  xtfubjeSf  to  this  vanity,  not  willingly  f 
for  death,  abftradedly  confidered,  is  not  welcome  to 
U3 — but  God  bath  fubjeSled  it  in  hope.  Death,  dif- 
armed  of  its  fting,  which  is  fin ;  and  of  the  ftrength 
of  Iin>  which  is  the  law;  and  of  the  curie  of  the 
law,  which  is  wrath  and  damnation ;  all  which  at- 
tend death  as  a  penal  evil :  death,  being  difarmed 
of thefe,  it  is  notdeath,  nor  the  king  of  terrors j 
but  the  fhadow  of  death,  and  the  gate  to  life;  for 
all  things  are  ours,  whether  life,  or  death,  or  things 
frefent,  or  things  to  come,  i  Cor*  iii.  aa. 

2.  The  apoftle  calls  thefe^  our  earthl/  bodies 
clothes,  which  a  man  putSL  on  in  the  morning.  So  we 
come'  into  diis  world  with  thefe  corrOprible  bodies » 
and,  as  a  man  puts  off  his  clothes  at  night  and  goes  to 

O2  b^. 
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bed,  fo  there  is  a  night  coming  on  (in  which  M 
ixiln  c?an  work)  for  the  Lord's  fervants^  when  they* 
fliall  be  paid  >  they  who  labour  under  the  crofs,  in 
faith  and  love>  and  in  feir-dcnial,  at  which  time 
they  will  put  oflF  their  clothesj  go  to  reft^  or  fall 
adeep  in  Jefus.  But  this  is  not  all  that  hope  is 
converfant  about«— JVi;/  for  that  we  would  h  tat' 
clothed^  bta  clothed  upon^  that  mortality  might  he 
/wallowed  up  of  life.  In  the  refurreftion  i:n»rning» 
when  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb  is  to  be  con- 
fummated>  thefe  bodies  of  ours  (hall  not  only  be  put 
on  again  upon  our  fouIs>  but  thefe  corruptible  bodies 
themfelves  fball  pui  on  incorruption,  and  th^e  mortal 
bodies  JbaU  put  on  immortality  $  and  this  is  to  be 
done  when  be  who  only  hath  immortality  fhall  appear, 
This^will  be  the  finilhing  ftroke  to  the  new  crea- 
tion^  and  is  the  lad  transforming  view  chat  we  are 
locrfcing  for.'^Looking  for  that  blejjed  hopOy  and  the 
glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God  and  our  Saviouf 
Jefus  Chrijl.  Tit.  ii.  13.  We  have  already  put  on 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl:,  aiid  have  walked  in  him; 
namely,  by  putting  on  his  rightcoufnefs,  the  gar- 
ments of  fajvation,  and  the  covering  of  the  Lord's 
Spirit*  But  at  this  time  we  (hall  put  him  on  with 
a  witnefsj  and  that  for  good  and  ail*  The  Ebly 
Spirit  will  quicken  our  mortal  bodies,  and  infufe 
divine  life  throughout  every  member  of  chem,  when 
Chrift,  who  is  our  life,  fhall  appear.  The  Spirit 
will  purge  away,  not  only  all  our  fins,  which  is 
called  changing  our  vile  bodies y  Phil-,  iii.  ai ;  but  will 

eradicate 
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all  corruptible  tnatcer^  for  incorruption 

iball  be  pur  on.    We  (hall  then  know  th  love  of 

Cbrift  which  (in  this  ftate)  paffith  knazpUd^e,  and  hi 

fitted  wkh  att  the  fulntfi  ef  God.   £ph.  iii.  1 91    The 

church  is  Chrift's  body,  the  fulncls  of  him,  all 

dwelling  in  him ;  and  he  will  fill  them  all,  be  all 

fiilnefs  to  them,  and  be  all  in  them.    Eph.  i.  23* 

Our  bodies  will  not  only  be  purged  from  ill  their 

gro&  and  corruptible  matters  whicl)  is  now  a  clog 

and  a  weight,  but  they  fhall  be  fpiritual— -T'Z^^^  fV  a 

natural  body,  and  tb^e  is  affiritual  body.    This  dead 

weight  fhall  give  place  to  an  eternal  weight  of  glorv. 

2  Cor.  iv.  1 7*  It  fhall  be  raifed  in  power ;  power  to 

bear  this  eternal  weight  of  glory,  and  power  to  bear 

the  fsght  of  feeing  God  the  Father  i  for  the  pre  in> 

heart  jballfee  God.   Matt-  ▼.  8.     In  that  day  I  fltaU 

Jbew  you  flainly  of  the  Father*     In  this  power  the 

body  will  be  a  fit  companion  for  the  foul;  it  will  be 

vigorous,  alert,  and,  for  its  agility,  as  the  angels  of 

God  in  heaven.  Matt.  x%\\.  30.    Hence,  in  the  de* 

lightful  fervice  of  God  there  will  be  no  fainting,  np 

wearinefs,  though  we  Oiall  Jing  faitvation  ta  God  and 

the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever.  Rev,  v,  13, 

We  are  to  be  led  bv  the  Lamb  to  the  fountain  of 
living  waters.  Rev.  vij.  17 ;  and,  the  foul  and  body 
both  being  fpiritual,  we  (ball  drink  tf  the  rroer  of 
God* 5  fka/urey  Pfalm  ^xxvi.  8 ;  which  will  fill  ui 
with  divine  fulnefs  as  faft  a^  we  can  pour  it  forth 
in  bleffings,  praifes,  and  thankfgivio^  1  together 
with  the  afcriptioos  of  power^  and  riihes^  and  wif* 

0  \  ^^\ 
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iidm,  and  jlrefKgthy  andhonout^  mdgtory^  Undileffrng^ 
to  God  and  the  Lamb,  Rev.  v.  1 2. 

Our  bodies  will  be  raifed  in  glory.  I  (hink  our 
bodied  will  be  fiery,  or  have  a  fiery  appearance. 
Which  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  paf- 
fagcs  —  Our  bodies  (fays  Paul)  are  to  he  fajhioned 
like  unto  the  glorious  body  of  Chriji.  We  (fays  John) 
JhaU  he  like  bim ;  we  Jhall  awake  with  bis  liken^s^ 
And  the  glorified  humanity  of  Chrift  is  thus  dc- 
fcribed — /Ind  I  Jaw  as  the  colour  of  amber^  as  the 
appearance  of  fire  round  about  within  it ;  from  the  ap^ 
pearemce  of  his  loins  even  upward^  and  from  the  op* 
pearance  of  his  loins  even  downward,  I  Jaw  as  it  were 
the  appearance  of  fire,  and  it  had  hrightnejs  round 
about.  Ezek,  i.  27.  Divine  light  will  (hinc  through 
them  with  fuch  a  radiance  of  cel,eftial  glory  as  will 
cqualj  and  in  many  things  exceed,  all  the  luminaries 
of  heaven.  Then  pall  the  righteous  fbine  forth  as  the 
Jun  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father.  Who  hath  ears  to 
bear,  let  him  hear.  Mate,  xiii,  43. 

At  this  time  alfo,  and  at  the  confummation  of 
the  marriage  of  the  Lamb,  the'fpoufe  will  be  per- 
fumed  with  all  the  powders  cf  the  merchant.  Song  iii.6. 
Awake  andfing^  ye  that  due  ell  in  the  dujl :  for  thy  dew 
is  as  the  dew  of  herbs,  4>:d  the  earth  pall  caji  out  the 
dead.  Ifa.  xxvi.  15.  The  qdour  of  the  Lord's  far 
crificc,  with  which  the  church  will  be  perfcAed,  the 
f^^eet  favour  of  her  glorifying  grace  wirh  which  (he 
will  be  adorned,  will  be  wonderful  All  her  Lord's 
latmekts  JmeU  of  myrrh,  and  aloes,  and  cajjia,  out  of 

i  the 
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the  ivory  palaces.  Pfal  xlv.  8.     And  this  divine  fra- 
grance  will  be  fprcad  all  over  her — PFe  are  a  Jweet 
Javour  unto  God  now,"  2  Cor.  ii.  16  i  but  how  much 
more  then  ? 

.  All  the  pricfts  that  attended  in  the  holy  place, 
near  the  holy  of  holies,  were  perfumed.  Exod.  xxx. 
35, 37  i  much  more  fo  in  the  holy  of  holics>  eter- 
nal in  the  heavens.  Sandtifying  grace  makes  the 
church  a  bed  oj /pices  now.  Song  vi.  25  then  what 
will  glorifying  grace  do  ?  Prayers  in  the  "hearts  gf 
believers  are  golden  vials  full  of  odour s^  Rev,  v.  8.j 
but  perfedt  praifes  in  heaven  mud  exceed  them. 
As  perfumed,  God  accepts  us  in  his  dear  Soo  ia 
this  lifei  and  in  Chrift  we  Ihall  ever  remain  a  fwect 
favour.  /  wiU  accept  you  with  your  Jweet  favour^ 
when  I  bring  you  out  from  the  people,  and  gather  you 
out  of  the  countries.  Ezek.  xx.  41.  Awake  andfmg, 
ye  that  dwell  in  duft :  for  thy  dew  is  as  the  dew  of 
herbs,  and  the  ^arth  Jhall  caji  out  the  dead. .  Ifaiah 
xxvi.  19.      . 

We  have  reafon  to  believe  that  Adam  was  very 
handfome,  as  he  was  the  figure  of  htm  that  was  to 
come,  Rom,  v.  145  w]io  is  faid  to  be  fairer  than 
the  children  of  men,  Pfalm  xlv.  a.  It  is  faid  of 
David,  that  he  was  ruddy ^  of  a  beautiful  countenance^ 
and  goodly  to  look  to ;  prudent  in  matters,  and  a  comely 
per/on,  and  that  the  Lord  was  with  him.  i  Sam.  xvi. 

*       • 

12,  18.  And  no  doubt  but  Chrift  was  much  like 
him  in  perfon.  All  defefts  and  deformity  came  into 
the'  world  with  and  by  fin  i  and,  when  this  evil  caulc 
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is  removed,  the  difagreeable  tfft&St  will  ctsSc-^H^ 
that  is  perfeSjbaU  be  as  bis  majier.  Luke  vi.  40. 

'Ihat  be  migbt  frefent  it  to  bimfelf  a  glmom  cburcb, 
not  baving  /pot,  or  v;rinkk,  or  any  Jucb  thing  \  but 
that  itjbould  ^e  bofy  and  witbout  bktnifon  Eph.  v.  27^ 
All  fuperjiuity,  deformity,  or  deficiency^  rendered 
a  Levlte  under  the  law  unBt  for  the  priefthood,  or 
iervici:  of  the  (apftqary ;  npr  will  it  be  admitted  in 
the  true  tabernacle  above.  There  will  be  no  (pot 
of  fin,  nq  wrinkle  of  old  age,  nor  the  fear  of  old 
wounds,  nor  any  fuch  thing  as  deformity. — Leah 
will  appear  without  tender  eyes,  Jacob  withoqt 
haldn^  and  Paul  without  deformity  or  temptadop, 
and  Timothy  without  bis  bilious  complaint*  The 
church  (hall  be  ferfe^  in  one^  John  xvii.  23  s  and  np 
imperfefbion  can  ftand  before  God.  Chrift  was  % 
lamb  without  blemiih  and  without  (pot,  and  weJhaU 
be  tike  bim,  mAJee  bim  as  be  is. 

There  will  be  a  perfeftion  of  fighf.  The  rct^ 
mains  of  the  old  vail  hangs  heavy  upon  us  in  this 
ftate ;  it  is  a  darknefs  that  is  often  felt  -,  the  difmal 
gloom  iipon  the  mind  kf  eps  us  from  looking  to  the 
end  of  things,  and  from  feeing  them  as  they  really 
zrc^r-fFe  Uqk  though  a  glafs  Jarkl^^  1  Cor,  jtiii.  1 2^ 
and  fee  by  the  mirror  of  faith.  Faith  is  the  yifiye 
faculty  of  the  heavep-born  foul,  which,  like  the 
moon,  borrows  all  her  ligh|  from  the  fun  j  for,  if 
the  Sun  pf  right^oufncfs  |hipc  no|,  if  the  Lord's 
countenancf:  be  not  lifce^;)  up,  ^e  are  walldng  in 
^rknefsj  w^  have  no  light  ^  ^e  can  only  truft  in 
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the  name  cfiht  Lord  in  the  dark^  and^fta^  ourfclirea 
\ipoo  an  ablcot  God — ff^ib  thee  is  the  fmntM  ef 
Ugbt :  in  thy  light  Jhall  we  fee  light.  Pfalm  xxxvu  9. 
F(nr  now  wejee  through  a  glafs^  darkly  \  but  then  fate 
to  face:  new  I  know  in  part  i  but  then  Jhall  I  know 
even  as  aljo  lam  known.  For  we  know  in  part,  and 
we  prophe/^  in  part.  But,  when  that  which  is  perfeS 
is  come,  then  that  which  is  in  part  Jhall  be  done 
away,  i  CouiCm.  9,  lOi  11.  Bltjfed  are'the pure  in 
heart,  for  they  Jhall  fee  God.  Mate.  v.  8.  And  this 
fvect  fight  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  ultimate 
end  of  hope,  the  fulneis  of  expedatioo^  and  the 
fuperabounding  banquet  of  ail  holy  and  heavenly 
deGreSf  which  Ihall  fill  them  even  to  fattety.  There 
ve  (haU  fee  %e  to  face,  and  know  as  we  are 
known. 

We  ihall  fee  poor  Adam  and  Eve»  our  firft  pa- 
rents, to  whonx  the  firft  promife  was  revealed ;  and 
Abel,  the  protooiartyr,  the  firft  vidim  to  fatanic 

rage  and^ cruelty;  and  Noah,  the  (econd  dock, 
the  firfl:  (hip-builder  and  navigator,  who  went 
a  twelvemonth's  voyage  in  a  fea  without  a  (horci 
and  the  venerable  Abraham  and  Sarah,  our  myftie 
parents,  whofe  bodies  for  many  years  were  fo 
barren,  and  their  faith  fo  fruitful,  as  even  to  con- 
ceive and  enjoy  many  nations  at  once.  There 
we  (hall  fee  Ifaac,  the  grand  type  and  figure 
of  the  myftic  birth  of  all  the  promifed  feed  (  and 
Jacob  ^the  mighty  wreftler,  who  overcame  both 
heaven  and  earth  when  he  had  but  one  leg  to  (land 
ppon.    There  will  be  poor  peevUh  Jonah,  well* 

pleafed. 
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pleafed,  and  delighting  himfclf  In  his  God,  after 
IDaifitaining  a  ftrong  conteft  with  him  both  by  fca 
•and  land.     There  we  (hall  fee  Melchizedek,  who  is 
•let  before  us  as  an  evangelical  prieft,  a  worfliipper 
of  God  in  the  Spirit,  and  who,  with  refpeft  to  ge- 
nealogy, has  neither  father  nor  mother,  birth  nor 
death.     There  we  (hall  fee  Peter,  without  his  fword^ 
among   the  faithful   confeflbrs ;     Mary  Magdalen 
among  the  wife  virgins,  and  David  among  the  com- 
pany that  were  not  defiled  with  women ;  Paul,  alfb, 
that  unparalleled  champion  and   indefatigable  la- 
bourer;   John  the  beloved  difciplci    Mary,  alfb, 
who  anointed  the  Lord ;  the  blefled  mother  of  the 
fecond  Adam ;  and  Lazarusy  who,  though  raife^  21 
fecond  time,  yet  is*  a  ftiarcr  in  the  firft  rcfurrec- 
tion. 

Adam  knew  Eve  and  her  origin  as  foon  as  (he  was 
brought  to  him  j  Peter  and  John  knew  Mofes  and 
Elias  though  in  a  glorified  (late :  but  knowledge  in 
heaven  will  be  perfcft,  and  therefore  far  exceed  all 
attainments  in  this  life. 

There  will  likewife  be  an  end  for  ever  to  all  grief 
and  forrow,  and  to  all  the  caufcs  of  them.  Wb^ 
ere  theje  which  are  arrayed  in  white  robes  ?  and  whence 
came  ibey^?  And  IJaid  unto  him,  Sir,  thou  knoweft. 
And  be /aid  to  me,  Thefe  are  they  which  came  out  ef 
great  tribulatitm,  and  have  wajhed  their  robes,  and 
made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  Therefore 
are  they  before  the  throne  of  God,  and  Jerve  him  day 
and  night  in  bis  umple  /  and  he  that  fitteth  on  the 
throne  fbcdi  dwtU  among  Jbcpi.  '  The^*  fhall  hunger  no 

more^ 


^mdre^  ndth&  tbirfi  anf  mere  \  neither  jhall  the Jkn  light 
em  themy  nor  any  heat.  Foir  the  Lamb  uohkh  is  in  the 
mdft  of  the  tbrime  Jhall  feed  themy  and  fhall  Uad  them 
unto  living  fountains  of  waters :   and  God  fhall  "Wipe 

•  _ 

away  all  tears  from  their  eyei.  Rev*  vii.  13^—17. 
Thefc  happy  creatures  came  out  of  great  tribula- 
tion I  all  forts  of  trials,  troubles,  teipptations,  and 
perfecutions  \  which  is  the  comm6n  lot  of  all  God's 
&mily.  The  robes  walfaed  and  made  white  in  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb  were  their  bodies,  with  which 
their  fouls  were  clothed*  Their  happinefs  i$,  that 
God  dwells  among  them  %  that  they  are  before  his 
throne,  and  engaged  in  his  continual  icrvice,  being 
filled  with  love  to  him  and  delight  in  him. 

They  hunger  no  more  after  righceoufnefs,  after 
life,  nor  after  the  word,  being  perfc(£Uy  filled.  They 
thirft  no  more  aft^r  comfort,  after  the  ftew  wiiic  of 
the  kingdom,  nor  after  the  fiving  God,  being  ftlled 
with  all  his  fulnefs.  Neither  ftiall  the  fun  light  on 
them,  nor  any  heat.  The  fun  of  perfecution  and 
temptation,  which  comes  becaufe  of  the  word,  and 
which  offends  and  wfithers  fo  many  unfound  pro-- 
feflbrs,  ihall  fmite  them  no  more,  nor » any  heat. 
Not  the  fiery  darts  of  Satan,  nor  the  fire  of  luft, 
nor  a  fiery. law,  nor  the  flames  of  fpiritual  and  car* 
nal  jealoufy,  nor  the  wrath  and  rage  of  cruel  men ; 
for  theLamb  in  the  midfl  of  the  tJirone  (hall'^fced 
them  with  his  fulnefs  of  glory,  and  lead  them  to 
Jiving  fountains  of  waters  \  'namely,  to  God  the  Fa- 
ther; faying^  Behold'  me  and.  tb$  midren  which 'God 
l^b  given  me.    Hcb.  ii.  13.      And  God,  father. 

Sun, 
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Sotij  tnd  Spirit,  are  the  living  fbantains  df  living 
waters;  the  fountain  of  lifej  love,  joy,  peace» 
goodnefs>  glory,  and  majefty.  And  God  (hall 
yfifipc  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes,  being  prelented 
unto  the  Father  by  Chrift ;  and,  being  cordially  ac- 
cepted, embraced,  and  blefied  by  him,  all  fear, 
foi'row,  and  grief,  and  the  caufesof  them,  muft  be  for 
ever  banllhed,  and  of  courfe  all  fears  and  tears  about 
failing  of  his  grace,  coming  (bort  of  the  promifed 
reft,  and  all  dread  about  an  eternal  (eparation  from 
him,  are  for  ever  wiped  away.  And  fo  it  muft 
be  I  for  there  fiall  he  no  more  cur/e:  but  the  tbrtme  ef 

m 

God  and  of  the  Limb  jhall  he  in  it  \  and  bis  firvants 
jhdl  Jeroe  him :  and  they  JbaU  fee  his  face  i  .and  his 
name  Jhall  he  in  their  foreheads.  Rev.  xxii.  3,  "4, 
Thefe,  my  dearly  beloved  fon,  are  fome  of  the 
things  which  we  have  in  view.^^Faith  is  tbe/ubjiance^ 
ef  thefe  things  hoped  for^  and  the  evidence  of  things 
not  Jem. 

NoKv  he  that  bath  wrottght  us  for  the  Jelf -fame  thing 
is  God^  who  aifo  hath  given  unto  us  the  earneft  of  the 
Spirit,  a  Cor.  v«  5.  God  hath  loved  us,  chofen  us 
in  Chrift,  ordain^  us  to  life  by  him,  pre- adopted 
us,  and  predeftinated  us  to  future  fonfiiip  and  heir* 
fliip,  and  to  the  enjoyment  of  this  inheritance — that 
he  might  make  known  the  riches  of  his  glory  on  the  vef^ 
fels  of  mercy ^  which  be  had  afore  prepared  unto  glory. 
Rom.  ix.  aj. 

He  hath  alfo  reconciled  us  and  redeemed  us  by 
Chrift  i   he  hath  called  us,  quickened  us,  juftified 

us. 
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ts,  and  fiuvSifiedtiSi  regenerated  aiid  renewed  iHf 
tried  and  purged  us;  giving  us  fiiith»  the  fubftance 
of  diefe  thbgs  and  the  evidence  of  tbem^  and  be* 
gotten  us  to  a  lively  hope  and  expe£Utiqn  of  thetn  i 
and  has  given  us  the  feal.of  fecrefy^  the  feal  of 
furety,  the  feal  of  ratificatian  and  conftrmatton$  and 
led  us  to  fiibftribe  to  the  feal  with  the  hand  of  fiiithj 
which  has  felt  them  i  and  to  fet  our  bear ty  amen  to 
thefe  things,  and  our  acquieicence  with  God  in 
tbemj  and  in  which  we  believe'  and  eonfefs  riiac 
God  is  tnie«  And,  to  make  things  fure  to  all  the 
ieed^  he  bath  given  us  the  earneft  of  the  Spirit 

This  earneft  of  the  Spirit  is  likewife  called  tb^ 
Jtrfi-frmts  of  the  Spirit.  Rom.  viii.  aj.  The  end  of 
the  world  is  called  the  harveft,  when  the  angels  will 
reap  the  world  and  gather  in  the  eleft  of  God, 
and  thofe  who  have  fown  to  the  Spirit  in  this  life 
/ball  of  the  Spirit  reap  life  everlafting.  Gk>ry  in  hea- 
ven is  the  girear  and  grand  harveft,  when  the  mafter 
and  Lord  of  the  harveft  will  gird  himfelf  and  come 
forth  and  ferve  the  reapers,  Luke  xii.  37 ;  when  he 
tbatjoweth  and  he  that  reapethfball  rejoice  together. 
John  iv.  36. 

Now,  by  the  regenerating  and  fan£lifyiog  work 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  firft- fruits  of  this  bleflcd 
harveft  are  produced* 

Chrift  is  clearly  feen  by  the  enlightened  under- 
{landing  and  by  the  eye  of  faith;  and  this  is  an  ear- 
neft to  us  th^t  we  (ball  be  like  him,  and  fee  him 
as  he  is. 

Wc 


-Wc  .ftc  the  ^bt  rf  the  gkry .  ^  GffJ  in  the  fdcf- 
ef/fejus  'Obrifii  and  this  is  aa.eameft  to  us^  'thic  alt' 
that  are  pure  in  heart  ihall  ft©  God,  ^  -.'  ' 

Faith^.  which. the  Spirit  prodticcs,  is  the  fubftance' 
cf  things  hoped  for*  To  be  found  in  Chriftj  and  m 
hi$.li^eottrnefs>  is  what  we  have  in  hopg»  and 
faith  is  thefubftanccof  this;-for'Chrift,  thc6bjc6fe 
of  &icb>  dwellS'in  the  heart  of  all  beUevers. 

Faiib'is*  tbi  e^dence  ^f  things  not  Jemt  it  is'  a 
clear  and  perfeft  proof  both  of  our  fonfhtp  and 
Jictrfliip* — We  are  all  (manifiellly)  the  children  of 
God  byfaiib  in  Chriji  Jefus  j  and,  if  Jons ,  then  heirs  j 
bars  of  God  and  joint  heirs  with  Cbrifl^ 

Faith  is  an  undoubted  certainty  whi<!h  filehces  all 
mi^ivings  of  heart  i  it  is  afTurance  itfelf,  that  per- 
iiiades  the  mind>  and  ftays  it  on  the  objedl  believed 
in;  it  diKboveFs  future  things  to  the  believer,  brings 
them  near>  and  embraces  them>  and  realizes  them 
to  the  fooL 

It  believes  in  divine  life,  and  applies  itj  it  be- 
lieves in  atoning  blood,  and  purifies  the  heart  by  it  ^ 
it  believes  in  an  imputed  righteoufnefs^  and  puts  it 
on;  it  believes  in  the  promifed  comforts  of  the 
Spirit ;  and  we  receive  the  promife  of  the  Spirit  through 
faith. 

It  believes  in  the  love  of  Godi  and  receives  it  in 
the  enjoyment  of  it,  and  works  by  it  both  to  God 
and  to  his  children*  And  what  ftiall  I  fay  more  to 
my  ion  ?  for  time  would  fail  me  to  tell  of  half 
that  I  have  felt. 

Jleavcn 
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Heaven  i^  ^  place  of  reft;  tuad  wc^that  bdiere  da 
^entcr  into  reft.  ~     . 

•  * 

Heaven  is  a  place  of  pcacie;  and,  imgju^ifi^d  fy 

♦  •  

_faitbi  toe  have  peace  with  God  through  cur  Lord  Jefus 
Chriji. 

t 

With  joy  and  rejoicing  ihall  the  church  be  brou^C 
to  Chrift).and  fhall  enter  into  the  king's  palace  $  and 
God  fills  us  now  with  joy  and  peace  in  belieyiqg. 

Heaven  is  a  place  of  endlefs  day ;  and  tl^  fstthi 
of  a  juft  man,  who  lives  by  faith,,  ftiines  mope  aiicti 
more  till  that  perfe£t  day  takes  place.  i 

The  gift  of  God  promifed  in  heaven  is  etemai 
life;  and  he  that  believeth  hath  everta/Hng  lifc^  m4, 
Jball  not  come  into  condemnation. 

The  inheritance  above  is  endlefs  glory  i  and  cfen , 
this  begins  in  this  life, — Arife,  Jhinei  fir  thj  light  is\ 
came^  and  the  glory  of  God  is  rifen  upon  thu^  This  fiUb; 
the  foul  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  ^orj. 

All  thefe,  my  beloved  fon,  are  the  forecaftes  of 
eternal  fulnels^  the  ftreams  of  grace  (which  make 
g)ad  the  city)  flowing  from  the  river  of  divine  plea;* 
fure,  the  head  of  which  b  Godj  the  fountain  of  life; 
for  unto  the  place  from  whence  the  rivers  come,  tlniher 
fbey  return  again.  EccL  L  7. 

All  thefe  worketh  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  throu^ 
Chrift  the  mediatory  from  whofe  fulnefs  all  grace  ia 
communicated  to  us,  and  through  whom  all  grace 
flows  back  again>  even  to  its  own  proper  fountain.   ^ 

What  rich  fecurity  is  this,  that  the  hfirs  c^  pro^ 
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fHife  might  have  a  ftrong  confolation  I  God,  wicft 
his  own  finger^  wjkes  his  laws  on  the  flclhly  tables 
of  our  hearts,  and  puts  them  into  our  minds.  He 
binds  up  the  teftimony  m  the  bond  of  love  to.  us  i 
then  he  feals  the  law  among  his  difciples  with  a  com- 
fortable aflurance ;  yea,  more,  the  Spirit  himfelf  is 
the  feal.  He  is  the  idivine  imprefs  of  hdaven,  he 
fiamps  the  divine  image  upon  us,  he  affixes  the 
truth  and  power  of  it,  he  makes  and  maintains  a 
melting  impreflion  on  the  Ibul,  he  confirms  and 
eftablilbes  the  heart,  he  is  the  attellation  and  the 
ratification  of  all  to  us.  In  his  quickening,  en- 
livening, enlarging,  and  cheering  operations,  he  i^ 
the  pledge  of  the  Brft  refui-reftion.  In  his  operations 
of  love,  joy,  light,  and  comfort,  he  is  the  firft- 
fruits  of  the  glorious  harveft ;  and  in  all  thefe  the 
earned  of  the  future  inheritance.  Well  may  Paul 
fey,  //^  is  of  faith,  that '  if  might  be  fy  grace,  to  the 
end  the  promtfe  might  be  fare  to  all  the  feed. 

Matters  thus  fettled  between  Father,  Son,  and 
Spirit;  revealed  and  nfade  known,  rarificd  and  con- 
firmed, by  the  triune  God  to  his  chofen  and  beloved 
femily;  teftified  by  God's  band-^writing  upon  our 
hearts,  fealed  with  the  broad  feal  of  heaven,  and  3 
pledge  and  earned  given  :  O  tlxis  ftands  fafter  than 
mountains  of  brafs  \  O  the  immutability  of  his 
counfel,  the  (lability  of  his  covenant,  the  fccurity 
and  fafety  of  the  bleiicd  inheritance  1 

An  earneft  differs  nothing  from  the  whole  lump 

in 
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in  quality,  only  in  quantity.  The  firft-fruits  are  the 
feme  as  all  the  reft  of  the  harvcft>  only  they  arc  a  very 
fmall  part  of  an  abundant  crop :  whether,  therefore, 
yift  glean  a  handful  '(like  Ruih)  or  reap  a  (heaf  (like 
Jofeph  in  his  dream)  it  will  at  laft  terminate  in  a 
IxLrn&H^^-^GAiber  tbe^  wheat  bito  my  bam.  Matt;  xiii, 
30.  O  the  depth  $f  the  ricbeS  both  of  the  wifdom 
€md  knowledge  of  God!  how  unfearchabU  are  bis 
Judgments^  and  his  ways  pafi  finding  out !  For  of 
inm^  and  through  himj  and  to  him,  are  all  things : 
io  whom^  be  aU  glory,  might,  majejly,  dominion,  and 
power,  both  now  and  for  ever.  So* be  it,  fo  be 
its  lays  , 

* 

The  chiefeft  of  all  fianers. 


W.  HUNTINGTON. 
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Te^:tk^  Rev.  J.  Jenkins,  uU^be  ntwVicatage% 

Lemety  Suffix.    '  v^-     .v 


Dearly  helGved  md  long^d'for^  fnyjoy^  Adtbt.crfiwH 
ofnry  rejoicing}  ft  and f aft  in  the  Lord^  myi'demiy 
beloved.  ,  '     .• 

r  • 

Methinks  I  hear  thee  crying  out.  Haft 
thou  hut  one  bleffing^  O  wy  Father  ?  Yes,  my  (on, 
I  have  many  bleflSngs.  I  have  as  many  fpiritual 
and  temporal  bleflings  from  my  God,  and  as  many 
curfes  from  hypocrites  in  Zion,  as  moil  men  living; 
and  the  latter  is  the  confequence  of  the  diferiminat- 
ing  efieAs  of  the  former. — Let  them  curje^  but  blefs 
thou :  when  they  artfey  let  them  be  aflbamedi  but  let  thy 
Jervant  rej^ce.  Pfalm  cix.  28.  I  Ihall  jiow  pro- 
ceed, 

17.  To  take  notice  of  the  different  diftributions 
and  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Now  there  are 
diverftties  of  gifts ^  but  tbe/ame  Jpirit.  And  there  ore 
differences  of  adndniftrations  [or  miniftries],  but  the 
fame  Lord.  And  there  are  diverftties  of  cperatiims, 
but  it  is  the  fame  God  which  worketh  all  in  all.  i  Cor. 
xii,  4— -6.    You  fee  here  the  different  divine  names 

which 
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Which  the  Holy  Ghoft  takes  to  himfelfl  Iri  the 
(fiftribution  of  his  gifts  he  ftyles  himfelf  the  Spirit; 
in  his  difirrent  miniftries^  the  Lord  $  and  in  his  dif- 
ferent operations  he  ftyles  himfelf  Ood. 

Now  thefe  his  minifterial  gifts  the  holy  apoftle 
mentions — To  one  is  given  hy  ibe  Spirit  the  word  of 
wifdom ;  to  another  the  word  of  knowledge  by  the  fame 
Spirit  i  to  another  faith  hy  the  fame  Spirit  i  to  another 
the  gifts  of  healing  hy  the  fame  Spirit ;  to  another  the 
working  of  miracles ;  to  another  prophecy ;  to  another 
d^cenUng  offpirits ;  to  another  divers  kinds  of  tongues; 
to  another  the  interpretation  of  tongues,  i  Con  8 — lo. 
There  is  nothing  in  all  thefe  gifts  that  will  infallibly 
^ure  or  iecure  everlafting  life  in  heaven  to  the 
recipients  of  them.  The  kingdom  of  God  ftands  not 
in  word ;  ndther  in  the  word  of  wifdom,  nor  in  the 
word  of  knowledge.  We  fee  many  wife  enough  in 
the  word  that  were  never  made  wife  unto  faIvation> 
or  who  never  had  the  knowledge  of  falvadon  by  the 
forgivenels  of  their  fins ;  and  therefore,  however  wife 
diey  mdybe  in  the  word,  they  are  ignorant  of  their 
own  hearts,  and  of  the  all-conquering  grace  of  God' 
in  Chrift  Jefus. 

Nor  doth  the  word  of  knowledge,  or  the  greateft 
gifts  of  knowledge  in  the  word,  fecure  the  heavenly  * 
inheritance.  Knowledge  puffeth  up.  Satan  knows  more 
of  God,  of  the  works  of  creation,  of  the  efficacy  of 
divine  grace  in  finners'  hearts,  by  his  being  fo  often 
caff  out  by  it ;  yea,  and  of  the  fcriptures  of  truth, 
the  glpries  of  heaven,  and  of  the  pains  of  hell;  than* 
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all  the  natural  men  in  the  VKorld,  put  them  aU  togtf'< 
thcr ;  and  yet  the  weakeft  believer  in  all  the  church 
of  God  knows  more  than  he«  Men  may  have  all 
knowledge,  and  underftand  all  myfteries^  and  yet  be 
nothing,  i  Cor.  xiii*  2« 

Nor  is  the  faith  here  fpoken  of  that  £uth  which 
purifies  the  heart  and  works  by  love ;  but  miracu- 
lous faith>  or  the  faith  of  miracles;  which  many 
have  had  to  whofe  heart  it  never  applied  the  atone^ 
ment,  nor  put  on  an  imputed  righteoufnefs  -,  nor  did 
it  ever  embrace  the  Son  of  God,  much  kfs  bring 
him  into  the  heart,  and  give  him  a  dwelling-place 
there*  It  is  like  a  faith  upon  fight,  which  many  hadj 
who,  when  they  Jaw  his  miracles^  believed.  It  is  tena- 
porary,  and  for  a  lime — ihejefor  a  while  believe^  and 
then  fall  away.  This  faith  has  its  feat  m  the  judg- 
ment and  underitanding,  but  not  in  the  heart.  It 
deals  with  the  power  of  God  in  its  operations,  but 
not  with  the  loving-kindnefs  and  tender  mercy  of 
God  in  Chrift  Jefus.  And  this  power  is  put  forth  in 
working  miracles  on  others,  when  it  does  nothing 
towards  the  falvation  of  the  pofTeflbr  of  it^  And,. 
as  it  deals  not  with  the  loving-kindnefs  ^d  tender 
mercy  of  God  in  Chrtft,  it  is  nothing  in  the  grand 
bufmeis  of  falvation ;  for,  though  I  have  aU  faithy  Ja 
that  I  could  remove  mount ains,  and  have  not  charity, 
I  am  nothing,  i  Cor.  xiii.  2. 

Nor  is  there  any  falvation  in  the  gifts  of  beatings 
fuch  as  healing  the  fick,  the  lame,  the  blind,  the 
leper,  or  the  lunatic,  by  calling  out  devils.    Ma^ 
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tifill  Jay  to  me  in  that  day^  Lord,  Lord^  have  we  not 
frophefied  in  thy  name  ?  and  in  thy  name  have  taft  out 
devils  ?  and  in  thy  name  done  many  wonderful  works  ? 
And  then  will  Iprofefs  unto  them,  I  never  knew  you : 
depart  from  me,  ye  that  work  iniquity.    Matt.  vii. 

Nor  is  the  gift  of  tongues,  or  the  interpretation 
of  chem>  any  of  the  things  which  accompany  falvation. 
This  gift  has  its  feat  only  in  the  underftanding  and 
judgment,  and  is  played  off  from  the  tongue ;  but 
never  reaches  the  heart  nor  the  affeifUons.  Though 
ibme  value  themfelves  very  much  upon  thefe  things^ 
yet  no  man  will  affirm  that  either  Latin,  Greek, '  or 
Hebrew,  can  purge  the  confcience  of  a  guilty  and 
filthy  finner.  Though  I/peak  with  the  tongues  of 
men  and  of  angels,  and  have  not  charity,  /  am  become 
as  founding  hrafs,  or  a  tinkling  cymbal,  i  Cor.  xiii.  u 
All  thefe  things  have  a  tendency  to  lift  men  up  % 
unlels  by  the  indwelling  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  by 
his  humbling  operations,  they  are  counterbalanced, 
as  they  were  in  Paul  and  others. — //  is  a  good  thing 
that  the  heart  be  eftablijhed  with  grace.  Hcb.  xiii.  9. 

There  are  differences  of  adminijlrations,  but  the  fame 
Lord.  The  Lord  the  Spirit  adminifters  not  only 
different  gifts  to  men,  but  grace;  he  adminifters 
ftrength  to  the  weak  in  faith,  increafeth  it  in  them 
that  have  no  might,  making  their  ftrength  equal  to 
their  day.  He  adminifters  the  word  to  the  preachers 
of  it,  juid  light  to  fee  into  it;  wifdom  righdy  to  di- 
vide it  i   boldnefs  to  declare  it  faithfully,  without 
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fearing  the  face  of  any  ^  zeal  in  the  delivery  of  ir^ 
with  lively  frames  to  fpt  off  the  fweetnefs  and  ex- 
cellency of  it,  and  power  to  ei^forcc  iti  and  that 
with  the  greateft  confidence,  from  an  inward  tefti- 
xnony  of  intereft  in  it.  And,  without  this  divine 
influence  of  the  Spirit,  the  pulpit  would  be  little 
better  than  a  pillory,  and  the  work  of  the  miniftry 
quite  a  (lavery ;  as  we  fee  in  too  many  who  are, 
obliged  to  have  recourie  to  country  tales  and  old 
wives'  fables,  in  order  to  fill  up  the  time  i  or  elfe  tor 
fet  up  fome  fuppofed  rival  as  a  fc^re-bird,  and  call 
him  an  AntinomiaQj  and  fo  belabour  him,  juft  to. 
help  out;  which  is  done  for  want  of  matter,  and  for 
want  of  the  divine  aid  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  To  thefc 
men  I  have  contributed  not  a  little,  in  thus  helpings 
them  put  at  a  dead  lift. 

The  Holy  Spirit  adminifters  different  power  and 
authority  to  men ;  furnilhing  fome  to  be  apollles, 
fome  to  be  prophets,  fome  evangelifts,  fome  teach* 
crs,  and  fome  to  be  helps ;  enabling  each  in  his 
place  to  be  of  fome  ufe  to  the  body,  the  church ; 
that  the  whole,  by  the  joints  of  one  faith,  and  of  one 
and  the  fame  judgment,  and  by  the  bands  of  love 
and  peace,  may  be  bound  together  s  and  that  the 
whole  body,  holding  faft  the  head,  may  have  nou- 
rilbment  communicated  from  the  head  of  influence 
(by  the  Spirit)  to  every  part  of  the  body ;  fo  knit- 
in^  it  together  that  it  may  increafe  in  grace  and  in 
number  with  the  increafe  of  God.  See  Col.  ii.  i  Q« 
Every  one  of^efe  ^erent  gifts  a.re  of  ufe  in  the 
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i:iiyIUcal  body>  wlien  each>  wiiJi  diligence  and  af* 
fe^n>  IjilM.  hi$  plaoe,  F^^  as  we  have  tnany  mem* 
kirs  in  0H  Mji  and  all  memkers  have  mi  tbejmt 
^ti  Jo  «v,  bmg  many,  are  me  body  in  Cbrifi,  and 
mry  one  monbers  me  of  anotber.  Having  then  gifts 
ififfering  according  to  the  gtace  that  is  given  to  w,  wbe^ 
tber  prophecy,  let  us  prtfpbefy  according  to  the  proper^ 
tion  [or  aii^ogy]  offaUk  i  or  mimjiry,  let  us  waii  on 
^wmnifiernigy  or  ke  that  teacbetb,  m teaching;  or 
be  that  exbortetb,  on  esfkortatim :  b^  that  givetb,  lei 
bim  do  it  toitb  Jin^Ucityi  be  that  ruletb,  with  dUi* 
gencei  be  thajbtwetb  mercy,  vntb  cbeerfulne/sM  Lei 
lew  he  without  diffinmlatim.  jihbor  that  wbitb  is 
fuil%  ckave  to  that  which  is  good.  Rom.  xii*  4—-^. 
Thus  dodi  the  Holy  Spirit  aduiiniftcr  diflTereot  gifts 
^nd  ^iUdes^  apd  a0iga  men  to  different  woilk  ia 
the  church  of  Godj  to  edij(y  the  body,  and  to  keep 
it  together^  that  there  ihould  be  no  fchifin  in  the 
body,  or  no  rendqg  and  dividing  the  afitftions  of 
^e  oiember  from  another.  And  each  of  thefe  is 
ufeful  in  his  place  -,  fo  that  the  band  cannot  Jay  to  the 
JjM,  I  have  no  need  of  thee-,  nor  the  foot  to  the  bandy 
J  have  no  need  of  thee.  Now^  a$  there  are  differences 
of  adminiftrationsj  but  all  thefe  by  the  fame  Lord 
the  Spirit^  io  there  are  £verfities  of  operations »  hut  if 
is  the  fame  God  which  worketh  aU  in  all.  1  Con 
sii.  6, 

The  (Kvine  operacioas  here  fpoken  of  are  not 
tl^ofe  wUch  are  put  forth  in  perfons  on  whom  mi-* 
lacks  ace  wtonght  j   for  thefe^  in  the  general,  are 
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only  difplays  of  divine  power ;  but  the  operations  of 
the  Spirit  in  the  fouls  of  God's  chofen  are  divers* 
And  the  infufing  of  grace  into  us^  in  forming  the  new 
man  in  us,  and  in  kcepitig  and  preferving  him  when 
formed,  requires  divers  operations.  Though  the 
new  -  man,  the  whole  work  of  grac<:,  is  produced 
at  once,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  into  the 

'hearts  (he  comes  as  a  fpirit  of  all  grace,  and  a  ipirit 
of  all  fupplieations) ;  yet  it  is  not  perceptible  to  us 
but  by  degrees )  nor  do  I  fuppofe  it  was,  either  to 
the  thief  upon  the  crofs,  who  died  almolt  as  foon  as 
the  new  man  was  formed,  nor  to  the  child  of  Jero- 
boam, though  the  work  was  complete  in  them  both. 
The  firft  thing  that  we  difcovcr  of  it  is  light;  this 
was  the  firft  thing  that  appeared  in  the  old  creation, 
and  fo  it  b  in  the  new.  And  even  this  entides  us 
toibnihip,  though  we  cannot  claim  it;  fuch  arc 
children  of  light,  and  God  is  the  father  of  lights. 

The  next'  thing  that  is  felt  is  life ;  and,  when  this 
quickening  inButnce  is  fpread  through  the  foul,  a 
mighty  famine  cnfues;    we  cannot  feed  upon  our 

'  former  lufts  and  pleafures ;  thefe  fweet  morfels  be* 
come  bitter,  and  our  former  glory  in  the  pleafures 
of  fin  becomes  our  fliame.  The  famine  increafing 
upon  us,  and  former  gratifications  becoming  nau- 
feous,  to  work  we  go  to  get  fome  entertainment  (or 
fatisfaftiort)  from  our  own  performances,  and  labour 
hard  to  fill  our  bdly  with  thefe  hulks  which  the 
fwine  can  eat ;  but  the  poor  hupgry  foul  can  find  no 
iatisfadtioQ  in  thefe.    However,  there  is  now  and 
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then  fome  ftrange  emotions  withini  and  fome  fofcen^ 
ing  fenfadons  felt ;  fome  flying  tidings  are  brought 
to  the  mind  by  the  iudden  occurrences  of  diflFcrenc 
paflages  of  icripture ;  and  often  tranfient  beaois  of 
lights  attended  with  a  fenfe  of  foul-diflblving  love  $ 
but  their  influences  are  fo  fuddeji,  that  they  arc  gone 
before  we  can  hardly  reliih  them^  which  makes  the 
appetite  the  keener. 

But,  when  the  Holy  Spirit  difcovcrs  Chrift  to  us 
Vfkh  all  his  finilhed  work,  and  leads  the  foul  forth 
in  faith  to  embrace  and  fohce  itfelf  in  his  dying 
love,  the  ^ew  creature  comes  forth  with  all  its 
beauty.  But  we  are  fb  taken  up  with  the  love  and 
excellency  of  Chrift,  and  with  the  unfpeakable  joy$| 
and  confolacions  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  we  know* 
but  little  of  the  new  man ;  though  this  would  be 
the  only  time  to  obferve  him>  when  he  is  fo  lively, 
and  the  old  man  appears  to  be  quite  banilhed.  But 
nothing  of  this  can  be  attended  to  till  Ipiritual  de* 
iertions  make  us  doubt  and  fear ;  and  then  matters 
are  examined  and  fiftcd  over,  in  order  to  fupport 
and  arm  ourfelves  againft  the  attacks  of  Satan.  The 
iad  ftruggles  of  the  old  man,,  alfo,  make  us  watch 
and  feek,  in  order  to  find  out  the  new  one ;  but  it 
is  hard  to  defcribe  him-**the  head  of  the  new  man  is 
knowledge;  he  is  renewed  in  this.  Col.  iii.  lo. 

His  eyes  are  the  illuminating  anointings  of  the 
.  Holy  Spirit  giving  us  an  underftanding.  Rev.  iii« 
1 8.  I  John  ii.  ay.  Without  this  be  fees  nothing. 

The  bands  of  him  are  faith  and  the  afiurance  of 
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it;    with  thefc  he  holds  faft>  apd  \vtl|  not  let  go« 
Song  iii.  4,  Gen.  xxxiL  26. 

His  feet  are  the  aftings  of  faith  under  the  jinjljj^ 
ence  of  the  Spirit ;  if  thefe  are  continued  he  caa 
walk^  either  upon  the  wavqs  of  the  fe^j  or  upon 
the  dry  land ;  but,  if  thefe  fail,  he  eiljier  halts  or 
fmks  s  and,  whichever  it  be,  in  he  goes ;  nor  will 
he  venture  out  again  unlefs  the  fun  fhine^  either 
mercy,  love,  or  divine  power,  muft  influence  him 
and  draw  him,  before  he  will  attempt  to  ftir  abroad 
again.  We  walk  by  faith  and  feeling,  mi  ky  fights 
2  Cor.  V.  7.  1  iky  by  feeling:  for  faith  (lands  in 
the  power  of  God,  and  it  moves  in  the  iamei  for 
we  are  kept  up,  and  kept  on,  by  the  power  of 
God  through  faith  i  and  without  this  power  there  is 
no  walking  fafely. — Hold  thon  m  up%  and  I  Jhall  h 
/afe.  Ffalm  cxix.  117. 

Kighteoufnefs  is  the  robe  of  this  new  man^  and 
true  holinefs  his  gloripus  adorning.-— ^W  iiai  je 
put  en  the  new  man^  wbUb  after  Qod  U  created  i^ 
rigbteouffiejs  and  true  bolinejs.  Eph.  iv.  24.  Thi$ 
pew  m^  that  I  am  fpeaking  of,  is  of  divine  origins 
ignd  of  heavenly  extradion ;  he  is  born  of  the  mod 
floly  Spirit  of  Qod. — I'bat  whicb  is  born  of  tbf  Spirit 
jsfpirit.  John  iii.  6.  This  principle  of  gtace,  which 
is  calUd  the  new  man,  and  is  promifed  in  the  Old 
Tcftament  under  the  names  of  <2  new  beart.  and  ^ 
vew  Jpvrity  is  that  which  Pf  tcr  alludes  to  when  he 
fays,  Wbereby  are  given  unto  us  exceeding  great  andt 
preeioui  promifesy  that  by  theje  ye  f^nigbt  be  partaker^. 

of. 
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^  the  dime  naiftr^.  2  Peter  i.  4.  The  apoftle  &fs 
that  this  new  man  is  created  after  the  image  of  him 
that  created  t)im;  and  dierefore  it  is  a  fft^tutCs 
and  a  very  holy  creature^  being  cre^isd  \n  ri^t^« 
oufhe0. 

The  heart  of  this  n^w  noian  is  loYe^  ibr  love  in- 
fluences every  member  of  him;  hence  ve  are  ex« 
horted  to  fui  en  charity ^  the  hfuf  tf  -all  ferfiSneJs^ 
CoL  iii.  14;  which  is  the  fame  as  to  puti>n  the  neur 
man.  Now,  as  love  is  th^  fulfilling  of  the  law^  both 
Uie  firft  agd  the  fecond  table  \  yea,  ^nd  the  gofpel 
too,  for  ^hqrity  idi^vftb  4^1  things ;  the  apoftle  lay$ 
that  this  new  man  is  created  in  rigbteoufnefi  $  the 
heart  of  this  new  man  being  lovci  and  loveiMlfilling 
\>ot\i  the  law  and  the  pfophets^  love  is  the  righteouff* 
pels  of  this  new  man. 

Moreover]^  ^s  ope  member  pf  this  new  man  ia 
faith,  fo  of  courfe  this  new  man  muft  bolieve  alfo. 
Obfervc  the  following  text. — Bnt  now  ij  made  nuotU 
feji,  and  by  the  Jcriptures  oftb^  prophets  ^  according  to 
the  commandment  of  the  cverlq^ng  God^  niadc  known  to 
all  nations  for  the  obedience  of  faith.  Rom.  x«i.  26. 
Obferve  here,  it  is  not  called  the  obedience  of  mcn^ 
nor  is  it  called  our  obedience  by  faith,  or  obedience 
in  faith,  though  this  may  be  true  1  but  the  obeyer 
there  fpoken  of  is  faith  itfelf  ;  it  is  the  obedience  of 
faith,  and  this  is  the  ob.cdience  of  the  new  man  $ 
and,  of  courfe,  he  is  treated  in  righteoufnefs, 
b^^ving  ]^9Ch  fai(h  an^  Iffic^  which  fulfil  both  the 
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laws  of  faith  and  of  works^  and  therefore  there  is  no 

0 

unrighteoufnefs  in  this  new  man.  And  this  is  a 
truth,  that,  as  in  the  juftification  of  our  perfbns  the 
righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  is  imputed,  fo  in  the  (andi- 
fication  of  our  fouls  there  is  a  righteous  nature  im* 
parted.  He  is  created  in  true  holtnefs  in  oppoficion 
to  all  ceremonial,  negative,  fpurious,  counterfeit,  or 
hypocritical  holineis,  which  is  nothing  but  an  out* 
ward  ihewin  the  Sefh. 

Every  member  of  this  new  man  is  holy,  there  is 
real  holinefs  in  every  part  of  him  j  every  grace 
produced  in  the  foul  under  the  operations  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  holy  i  hence  this  new  man  is  called 
the  holinefs  of  God.— G^rf  cbaftens  us  for  our  prqfif, 
that  'we  migbt  he  partakers  of  bis  boUnefs.  Hcb. 
xii.  9.  That  is,  after  our  chaftifements  are  over, 
which  are  intended  to  humble  us,  God  givetb  us 
more  graces  for  he  rejijietb  the  ^oud^  hut  givetb  grace 
unto  the  bumble.  James  iv.  6.  Hence  trials  make 
this  grace  (hine  the  brighter,  and  appear  the '  more 
confpicuous  j  for  thefe  are  intended  to  weaken  and 
Hibdue  our  inbred  corruptions,  which  luft  againft 
the  Spirit. 

The  ornaments  of  this  new  man,  or  that  with 
which  he  is  decked,  elpecially  when  the  believer 
puts  them  on  and  appears  at  court,  are  meeknefs  and 
quietude.— -^f^^  adorning  let  it  not  he  tbat  outward 
adorning  of  plaiting  the  bair,  and  of  wearing  of  gold, 
or  of  putting  on  of  apparel ;  hut  let  it  he  tbe  bidden  man 
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tf  tht  heilri^  in  that  which  is  not  corh^tOfU,  '&o^ 
ibt  pnutment  of  a  mcA  and  quiet  fpirit^  which  is  iM  the 
fight  of  God  of  great  price,    i  Pet.  iii.  3, 4.     Thcfc 
draaments  are  faid  to  be  btorruptible. .  Meekneis  is 
a  fruit  of  the  Spirit  (Gal.  v.  aj))  and  exercifes  itfelf 
upon  God,  after  we  have. been  under  his  chaftemng 
hand  and  are  humbled,  and  the  affltdtion:  begins  to 
be  ian&ified  to  us.     Tbefe  ornaments  are  worn  for 
many  days  together  at  the  foul's  firft  efpoulal  to 
Chrifts  and  are  generally  continued,  more  or  lefs,  as 
long  as  the  wedding  lads  and  the  bridegroom  cbn^ 
tinues  to  difcover  his  dying  love  to  the  bride; — I 
will  greatly  rejoice  in  the  Lord^  my  foul  Jhall  be  joyful 
in  wy  God\  for  he  hath  clothed  me  with  th^  garments  of 
fdvationj  be  hath  covered  me  with  the  robe  of  righte^ 
oufmfSf  as  a  bridegroom  decketh  hinifelf  with  ornaments^ 
and  as  a  bride  adometh  berfelf  with  her  jewels.   Ifaiah 
IxL  lOh  Thus  we  fee  that  the  church  afcribcs  all  her 
attire  and  her  divine  decorations  to  her  Lord ;   he 
provided  both  her  wedding  fuit  and  her  heavenly 
trinkets.     He  hath  clothed  us,  he  hath  covered  usj 
and  adorned  us  like  a  bride  with  her  jewels.    Meek- 
neis is  generally  put  on  upon  every  undeferved  vilit 
that  the  Lord  pays  us,  efpecially  when  he  reftores 
our  fouls  from  our  backflidings,  or  recbims  us  from 
our  mifdoings,  or  appears  in  our  behalf  in  times  of 
trouble,  or  when  he  gives  us  a  frefh  fight  and  fenfe. 
of  our  intereft  after  fome  fad  days  of  doubting  and 
fearing.     Nay,  we  never  think  ourfclves,  on  fuch 
occafions,   properly  drcffcd  without  thefc  jewels  i 

thefe 


thefe  gbheralljr  attend  th^  kiScs  tliat  make  all  Mpf 
for  tbey  ^e  a  facisfaftory  proof  to  us  of  the  renewals 
of  love. 

Moj^eovcfi  fore  triak  contrafl  the  heart;  and 
lirider  thefe  cohtraftions  a  load  of  grief  is  cdncdredj 
and  the  heart  gets  full^  and  mufl:  have  vent.  Undef 
fuck  circumftances,  if  lejgal  bondage  and  a  fenfe  of 
iprrath  operate^  thefe  beget  flavi(h  fean  at  fuch 
dmes  the  lips  often  eafe  the  heart  by  muttering  pcr^ 
verftnk&j  which  only  hardens  and  makes  tte  breach 
wider :  but,  whetr  m^ekn^fs  operates,  all  the  a(heS 
are  poured  out  at  the  foot  of  the  altar. 

The  other  jewel  is  quietnefs  i  this  iprilig^  frckn 
fulriefs,  and  all  fulnefs  of  fatis&Aion  in  us  is  accord- 
ing to  faith — In  quietnefs  dkd  confidence  Jhall  he  your 
firenph.  Faith  puts  on  a  perfed  and  an  all«>fu£cieDt 
righteoufnefs,  and  BUs  the  foul  with  joy  and  peace 
in  believing  in  xu^^^^e  effeSi  ef  rightemfnejs  is  juki^ 
nejfs  and  affkrcmce  fir  ever.  I  fa.  xxxii.  17  And  the 
ftronger  faith  is,  the  more  folid  the  joy ;  full  a(^ 
furance  of  faith  is  fulnefs  of  fatisfadion  ;  and  full  fa- 
tis&dion  produces  quietude,  and  fets  us  down  with 
contentment,  thankful  for  what  we  have,  and  envy- 
ing none. 

But  this  jewel  is  only  worn  by  the  bride  whilft 
Ihe  abides  with  her  bridegroom.— ik5^  people  JbaU 
dwell  in  a  peaceable  habitation^  and  in  Jure  dwellings^ 
and  in  quiet  refting'places.  Ifa.  xxxii.  i8.  Our  quiet 
reffing- places  arc  in  the  elefting  love  of  God  the 
Father,  the  finifhed  ialvation  of  Chrifl^  and  in  the 
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Mfotk  and  wirnefi  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  The  foul  that 
is  ignorant  of  thU(^  is  like  the  troubled  Jea  whkb 
€an9^  "rifi^  Bhc 'my  brother  will  fay,  Can  the  Holy 
Triftity,  ^kh  arty  degree  of  propriety,  be  called  a 
plact  and  a  reftiHg-place"?  Yes — Lord^  tbou  baft  been 
4iur  dxveUiHg'place  in'  aU  derations.  Pfaloi  xc.  i. 
And  I  know  of  no  reft  nor  rcfting-places  for  weary 
fouls  but  thefe* 

The  bowels  of  this  ficw  man  are  dcfcrlbfcd  by  the! 
apoftlc  I  for,  whenever  the  old  man  is  put  off  and 
the  new  man  is  put  on,  feme  of  the  following  things 
appear — Ptet  en,  fberefbre,  as  tbe  eleSl  of  Gcd,  boh^ 
mtd  bilirvedy  bowek  of  mercies ,  kindnefs^  bumhknefs  of 

fhind,  meeknefs,  lo^g-f^J^i^S'  ^^^"  *"•  '  ^* 

Bowels  of  mercies  arc  exercifcd  chiefly  cowards 
the  children  of  Gc^d  in  trouble,  and  flow  from  the 
influence  of  love  artd  fympathy ;  and  are  brily  exer- 
cifed  by  thofe  who  know  what  foul-diftftflTcs  arc. 
Kbdoeis  is  a  grace  that  fprings  from  tenderneis,  and 
tendemefs  Iprings  from  life.  Souls  quickened  by 
the  Spirit  have  keen  fenfations  and  tender  feelings, 
which  a  child  of  God  in  diftrefs  will  eafily  touch ; 
for  grace  in  one  foul  claims  kindred  with  grace  in 
another,  and  will  move  in  confort  with  it.  If  one 
fubje<fl  of  grace  fufier,  the  other  fuffcp ;  if  one  be 
honoured,  the  other  will  rejoice ;  tht  motions  of  it 
will  make  us  weep  with  them  that  weep,  and  re- 
joice with  them  that  do  rejoice*  This  humblenefs 
of  mind,  long-fufieringi  &c.  the  apoftle  afcribes 
altogether  to  charity,  which  is  the  very  heart  and 
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ibul  of  the  new  man,,  and  the rchoiceft  principle  in 
him.'^Cbarity  Juffereth  Ung^  and  is  kind;  charity 
irtvietb  not ;  charity  'Omntetb  not  kjdf%  is  not  puffed 
upy  doth  not  behave  itjelf  unfeenUyy  Jeeketb  not  bor'own, 
is  not  eqfily  provoked^  thinketb  no  evilf  r^oicetb  not 
in  iniquity i  but  rejoicetb  in  the  truth,  i  Cor.  xiii.* 
4 — 6. 

The  daily  employ  of  this  new  man  is  hoping  and 
cxpefting  to  return  to  hb  own  native  country. — 
Grace  JhaU  reign  through  righteoufnefs  unta  eternal  lifd 
by  Jejus  Cbrift  our  Lord.  Rom«  v.  2 1.  And  in  this 
hope  and  expe£tation  it  exercifes  much  patience  and 
long-fuffering  till  it  be  obtained;  for,  if  we  hope  far 
that  we  fee  not,  then  do  we  witJb  patience  wait  for  it 4 
Rom.  viii.  25. 

The  ears  of  the  new  man  are  very  wonderful,  and 
cannot  be  defcribed«  But  this  is  a  truth ;  God 
^aks  many  words  by  the  Spirit  to  the  foul^  or 
ipeaks  friendly  to  the  churches  heart.  Hofea  ii.  14. 
And  what  the  Lord  fpeaks  is  not  only  felt^  but 
heard  and  underftood,  although  no  found  reaches 
the  cars  of  the  body.  Paul,  when  caught  up  into 
paradifcj  heard  unfpcakable  words,  which  it  vias 
not  poflible  to  utter ;  and  yet  he  doth  not  know 
whether  the  J>ody  was  in  company  or  not.  2  Con 
xii.  8. 

To  infufe  and  form  this  new  man  in  the  ibul 
is  the  work  of  the  Holy.  Spirit,  and  fo  is  every  re-- 
newal  and  every  revival  of  him,  from,  the  firft 
formation  of  him  till  perfection  in  endlels  glory 

takes 
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takes  place.     The  Lord  wiS  prfeS  that  tohUb  can* 
taiktbme:  tby  mercf^  OLard^  endur^tb  far  ever : 
far/ake  not  the  works  ef  thine  own  bands.     P&lni 
cxxxviii,  8. 

How  ienfiUy  fdc  are  thi  revivals,  of  this  good 
work  uoder  the  operadoos  of  ch6  Holjr  Ghoft  I 
Sometimes  by  oommunicatihg  freih  power,  all  on  a 
fudden,  when  every  thing  feems  to  be  falling  to 
decay^  and  the  poor  believer  is  juft  ready  to  caft 
atray  all  confidence^  and  in  his  own  mind  to  Bil  a 
viftim  to  fin  and  Satan,  concluding  all  to  be  loft  for 
ever ;  dien  b  the  divine  power  of  the  Spirit  put 
ibrtb  in  this  new  creature,--^?'ir^  be  wotdd  grant you^ 
according  to  the  riches  of  his  glory ^  to  be  firengtbenei 
imtb  nniht  by  bis  Spirit  in  the  inner  man.  Epb* 
iii«  i6. 

Sometimes  great  communications  of  light,  and 
firclh  difcoverics  of  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift,  won- 
derfully ftrengthen  and  inflame  the  new  mzn.-^But 
mine  hpmjhalt  thou  exdlfUke  the  bom  of  an  unicorn : 
Tjhall  be  anointed  with  frejb  oil.  Pfalm  xoti.  lo^ 

At  other  times  the  uncommon  druggies  of  hopCj 
attended  with  vigour,  earneftnefs,  diligence,  livdi«« 
nels,  activity,  and  uncommon  anxiety,  after  the 
glory  that  is  to  be  revealed,  aj^ear  in  this  new  man. 
No^  the  God  of  hope  fill  you  with  all  joy  and  pace  in 
believing^  that  ye  may  abound  in  hope  tbrjmgb  the 
power  ef  the  Holy  Ghojl.  Rom.  xv.  13.  Every  day, 
throughout  the  believer's  whole  pilgrimage,,  does 
the  Holy  Spirit  revive  or  renew  this  new  man  of 

Q^  grace 
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gmce  in  one  iherober  or  another ;  as  it  is  written^* 
Wor  ail  things  are  foi"  your  Jahs^  thai  the  atimdafU^ 
grace  might  through  the  thankfgwitig  of  maty  redound 
to  the  glory  of  God.  For  which  cauje  we  faint  not  \ 
hUy  though  our  outward  man  fert/h^  yet  the  inward 
ihan  is  renewed  day  fy  day.  2  Cor.  iv«  15^  i6. 
•  That  which  is  bom  of  the  Spirit  is  Jpirit.  Johtf 
ill.  6.  Now  it  is  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  fall 
ibrming  and  preferving  this  new  man  which  is  born 
of  the  Spirit,  that  the  flcfli  hiftcth.— For  (be  Jkflk 
htjieth  againft  the  Spirit^   and  the  Spirit  agtdfffi  the 

m 

fiefl) :  and  tbefe  are  contrary  the  one  to  the  jotber :  fa 
that  ye  cannot  do  the  things  that  ye  would.  But%  tf  y^ 
to  led  by  the  Spirit ^  ye  are  iwt  under  the  law.  Gal.  v, 
17, 18.  The  way  that 'the  Spirit  leiads  us  is  by 
influencing  and  putdng  frefli  ftrength>  life>  love* 
and  fervoufj  in  the  new  man*  This  new  man  of 
grace  is  a  mighty  worker  while  the  Spirit  keeps 
renewing  of  him. — I  laboured  {{vj%  Paul)  more  abun^ 
dantly  than  they  alli  ytt '  not  I,  but  the  grace  of  God 
which  was  with  me^  i  Cor.  xv.  10. 

Sometimes  we  have  noble  works  afcribtu  to  the 
different  members  of  the  new  man.  We  read  of 
the  work  of  faith y  and  labour  of  love^  and  patience 
of  hope  J  in  our  Lord  Je/us  Cbrift.  1  Thcff.  i.  3# 
Sometimes  faith  appears  .very  ftrong>  and  performs 
wonders,  efpecially  in  times  of  great  need ;  as  wc 
fee  in  David,  when  he  went  againft  the  giant  of 
Gath.  At  other  dmes  love  labours  mightily  both 
to  the  Lord  and  to  his  people :  the  firft  may  be 
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Iccta  )n  Mary  i«  iht  LoixFs  feqt>  tnd  iholecond  ia 
p4wt  to/the  C<)iiAltl)ijMi*  Ai  otbcr  ti(ne»  the  pa>^ 
defoi  of  hope  i$  rery  cofifpicuous  in  waiting,  for 
tbai  which  is  hoped  fi}r.-**/«it//  tutf^  ii^n  sii  LorJ^ 
A0t.  Hdab  bUfa^'ftm  Ja^^  mil  mil  kakfan 
him.  !&.  viii.:i7.  '; 

This  tiew  tnwof  griuce  oonKs  froih'the  fulnefs  of 
Cbriftf  iQ  wbotn allfulncft dwells,  and* oijt of  inlhore 
fulnefs  we  all  receive^  wd^>ee  for  graoe«  And  k 
is  the  Spirk  that  works  it  v^-  qs  by  bis  wo/)derfur 
Opcraiiori*  and  be  fuppUes  this  ne.^  man  daily  i 
hwca  wt  read  Qi9k/uf^y  of.  the  Sprif  of  Jtfth  Cbrp^ 
PbiLi  19  s  that  is,  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  fuppUesui 
with  more  grace  &om  Chriftj  the  blc^fled  head  of 

influence.  . 

Np^  (%s  the  appftk)  jfye  be  kd  by  the  Spirit^ 
ye  are  not  under  the  law.  They  .that  an:  under  the 
law  have  nothing  e)(e  but  luft  wd  corrupcbn  work- 
fi)g  in  them^  li^t  th^m  t^k  of  fpuriQvs  holiAefi  at 
much  as  they  pleafe.  ''  Law  was  given  (fays  Mil^ 
ton)  to  evince  man'3  natural  pravity^  by  ftirring  up 
fin  againft  law  to  fight.''  The  motions  ^Jtrjs^  vehkh 
were  iy  ^be  law  [ftirred  up],  did  work  in  our  mem^ 
bers  fo  brin^fortbfruU  unto  death.  Ronx.  vii.  5.  So 
that  he  who  is  under  the  law  is  deftitute.  of  tha( 
new  maoj  and  of  courfc  has  nothing  but  fin  in 

He  may  at  times-fcel  rebukes^  checks,  and  Jialh^i 
within  i  which  he  may,  and  many  do»  call  the 
dd  man  of  fui :  hpt  this  is  a  miftake  j  k  is  not  an 
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cnemyt  but  4  friend ;  not  thc'  M  man  of  fin»  but 
fconeft  confcicnce  doing  his  duty,  buflS:dng  the  fanner 
for  bis  hypocrifjr.  So^  on  the  other  hand,  a  hypo^ 
crite  may>  at  times,  find  a  litde  calm  of  peace  and 
tranqui]IUy  ih:  his  tnindy  which  ^he  may  call  the  ne# 
snan,  and  I  believe  thoufands  do  fo:  but^  as  the 
former  is  nothing  but  natural  confcience  acctf^gy  fo 
the  ktcer  is  nothing  but  natural  confcience  exiufingf 
according  to  the  light  of  nature. 
:  For>  even  under  this  calm  of  peace  and  tran« 
quillityj  there  is  no  godly  forrow  flowing  out  to  God; 
no  condemning,  hating,  and  aUiorring  feif>  nor 
any  real-tears  of  pious  grief,  mourning  over  a  fufFer* 
ing  Saviour  $  no  repentance  towards  the  Lordj  nor 
heartfelt  gratitude  to  him,  nor  real  thanks  and 
praifes  fbr  his  long-fufioing,  undeferved,  and  un* 
expefted  clcmehcy.  . 

*  Such  men's  peace  fprings  from  a  ce(&tion  of  arms 
with  Satan;  they  have  had  a  few  day's  relpite,  in 
which  the  devil  has  not  wallowed  them. in  the  mire^ 
and,  during  this  interval,  they  have  done  fomething 
for  God,  and  of  courie  he  muft  be  pleafed  with 
them.  All  this  takes  its  (pring  from  felf,  and  cen- 
ters in  fcif,  and  there  fuch  faith  flands  \  for  he  has 
ho  trud.  but  in  his  own  heart ;  look  to  Jefus  he 
cannot,  becaufe  there  is  no  good  thing  in  him  toward 
the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael:  whereas  the  believer  looks  to 
Jefus,  depends  on  hbarm,  and  views  his  own  heart 
worfe  Chan  Satan  himfelf^-being  deceitful  a^ave  aH 
tbpigsy  and  dejferaitly  wicked.    Jer.  xvU.*  9.     The 
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beCevcr  knows,  that  he  can  ftand  no  longer  thao 
■while  the  Lord  upfioUs  him ;  *  if  he  .withdraw .  his 
iupporting  hand  he  is  fure  to  fink»  and  when  funk 
he  defpairs  of  all  help  in  his  own  arni>  or  an  his 
own  heart  i  he  know^^  that  nothing  ean  recover  him 
but  a  propitious  look  from  his  dear  Lord,  or  z  to 
ftoring  vtfit  from  hicn»  or  a  freih  dilcovery  by  fatch 
of  his  dying  k>ve»  attended  with  the  rcYiving  and 
renewing  operations  of  the  Holy  Spiritof  pronnife. 

Tie  jUfb  lufteib  agoing  the  Spirit  in  behalf  of, 
ttid  to  be  gratified  iOf  its  own  delightful  fruits  i 
which  the  apoftle  mentions:  which  arej  aduU^^ 
formcatm^  imUim^s^  hsfchitmfntfsy  uMairy,  witcb^ 
crafty  batruit  variMffy  emulations,  ivr0b,  Jrife,  /c^ 
ditiemi  biTffiiSy  emiyingSy  murder s,  drm^umefsy  re- 
vdlingSy  &€.  Gal,  v,  1 9 — 2i«  Some  of  thefe  are  fins 
which  ealily  befet  the  child  of  God ;  they  often  ia^ 
tnide  themfelves  into  bis  mind  s  yea>  even  when  he 
would  do  good  fome  of  thefe  are  prefent  with  him ; 
nor  is  the  believer  without  his  flips^and  falls  in  one 
way  or  other«  But  ftill  he  is  not  a  fervs^nt  of  fin ; 
for  they  that  are  the  fervants  of  fin  are  fra  firm 
rigbt^ufnefi.  Rom.  vL  20.  Such  are  free  to  fin, 
and  free  from  all  righteoufoefs ;  which  the  believer 
never  is«  He  is  a  fervant  of  righteoufneis,  and  doth 
ferve  both  in  faith  and  love.  And,  though  be  does 
not  live  without  fin,  being  in  one  fenfe  (till  in  the 
ileih,  yet  fin  is  neither  his  elcnient  nor  his  fervicc**-* 
Fwy  tbougb  wi  walk  in  tbcfitjby  we  do  not  war  after 
the  flefi\  2  Cor.  %.  j,  hut  war  againft  it.    Nor  ^K^ 
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ihdiias  of  bdtcveh  caUed  fcrvitt)  for  ihejr  fatve  n6 
'Wages  for  it^  neither  prefeiic  pkafure  nor  ^ndlcfii 
deathi  which,  aris  all  the  wages  that  a  (errant  of  fiii 
gets.«<— He  may  be  broiight  i«/^  captivity  t^  the  law  of 
fin^  which  is  in  his  mernktrs.  Rom.  vii.  23  •  But  a 
captive  and  a  fervant  in  this  matter  widely  difier. 
*  The  apoftlc>  havbg  called  the  whole  mais  of  in* 
bred  corruptions  the  fruits  of  the  flefli  and  a  body 
of  fin,  be  alfo  afligns  different  fins  as  fo  many  dtf^ 
/erent  members  of  this  monftrous  body,  in  allufion 
to'  the  body  of  a  man. — McfHfy,  thfirrf^rs^  ypw 
mmhers  winch  are  upon  the  earth  \  fimicaHou^  un^ 
cleannefs^  inordinate  affeSHot^  evil  conatpi/tence,  omJ 
coveteufnefs^  which  is  idolatry.  Col  iii.  5. 

Soi  on  the  other  ttand^'  he  calls  the  prtnd|de  of 
implanted  grace  the  new  m^an.  And^  as  this  new  man 
is  formed  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  confifts  of  dif- 
ferfcnt  graces,  fo  the  apoftlc  calls  thcfe  the  fruits  of 
^hc  Spirit,  in  oppofition  to  the  other,  which  he  calls 
the  fruits  of  the  flclh. — But  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is 
love,  joy^  peace,  l^ng-fuffering^  gentlenefs,  goodnefs, 
faith,  meeknefs,  temperance :  againjl  Jiich  there  is  no 
law.  Gal.  V,  ^2, 23.  Kow  alt  thcfe,  ftridtly.fpeaking, 
arc  not  graces  of  the  Spirit ;  but  fruits  and  effcfts  of 
Ws  operation  t  for  gentlcncfs,  long-fuffering,  and 
temperance,  may  be  cxcrcifed,  and  often  arc  exer'* 
eifcd;  by  men  in  a  fhte  of  nature.  Some,  who  arc 
inured  td  fufFcrings',  may  and  do  fiificr  with-  much 
paticncci  others  are  naturally  temperate  i  and  others 
as  gentle,  cafy,  and  unmoved^*  who  have  no  fear  of 

God 
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God  before  tbelr  eyes.  But  dioic  that  are  iihc  re^ 
verfe  of  thefe  are  made  fo  by  grace.  When  the  wolf 
is  caught  to  dwett  with 'the  larpb,  aiid  the  lion  to  lie 
^own  with  the  kid»  then  thefe  things  are  atten^e4 
to^  and  rpen  exercife  tbeoifirtves  ii|  .theto  in  the  fear 
of  God. 

Nor  are  all  ihe  graces  or  frnits  of  the  Spirit  tnen* 
tioned  in  that  catalogue.  Fear,  patience^  ze^^  vaiid 
hope>  are  fruits  of  the  Spirit;  afld  fo  are  contotioc^ 
gpdly  forrow,  humility,  repentance^  &€•  No.w»  ai 
the  new  man  is  coQipofed  of  thefe  manifold  graces^ 
fo  the  Holy  Spirit,  by  his  powerful  operations,  en* 
livens,  ftrcngthensi  and  draws  forth  into  oxercifi^ 
firft  one  and  then  another,  as  feemeth  good  to  iktL 
Sonnetimes  he  ftrengchens  feith,  and  fortifies  the 
mind  with  fuch  might  and  power,  that  the  excellency 
and  d)e  power  appear  fo  confpicuoufly  to  be  of  God, 
that  the  man  is  quite  above  himfelf.  But  truly  1  am 
ftM  0f  pFooer  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lxrd^  and  of  judg^ 
mens^  and  of  might,  to  declare  unto  Jacob  bis  tranf* 
gr^ffion^  and  to  IJrael  Uifm.  Micab  Hi.  B. 

Again,  when  we  are  led  to  defend  any  truth  that 
is  oppofed,  and  it  pkafos  the  Holy  Spirit  to  inftruAj 
fetde,  and  eftablifh  the  children  of  God  in  them,  he 
not  only  gives  you  light  into  the  troth,  and  brings 
tax  afttrr  text  to  the  mind  to  fupport  and  con^rm  it, 
but  fires  the  foul  widi  fuch  zeal,  that  we  are  clad 
with  ifc  as  with  a  cloak.-^ik^  zed  hath  con^med  i»e  % 
becaafi  wine  enemies  haw  forfftten  tby  it^ords^    Thy 
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word  is  very  fure\    tbereforc  ihy  Jervant  kvetb  i>. 
PfaJm  cAx.  1^99 140. 

At  other  times  faith  (hall  be  influenced  with  (uch 
power  and  adivity,  that  the  foul  can  teU  beforehand 
fomething  of  the  fuccefs  that  (hall  attend  the  word.---!* 
WBsHy  tberrfore^  I  have  performed  this,  and  bav^ 
Jeakd  h  them  tbis  Jfruk^  I  wi/l  erne  hy  youmto  Spain* 
And  I  am  Jure  tbaU  ^ben  I  cme  untd  you,  IJbait 
eome  in  tbefidntfs  ofibt  ilfffh^S  ^/^^  &/f^  ^  Obr\fim 
Rom.  XV.  a8,  29. 

Somenmes  one  grace  (hall  appear  predoininatiCj 
and  fomenmes-  another ;  as  patience  in  Job;  meek- 
neft^  as  in  Mofesi  godly  fonrow^  as  in  Hannah; 
jeak>ufy  for  God*s  honour,  as  in  Elijah;  contrition^ 
as  in  David ;  and  fomeiimes  Iqvci  as  in  Baul — /  am 
mot  only  r^ady  to  ie  bound,  ha  even  to  die  at  Jetiifalem 
for  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus.  All  thefe  move  and 
ad  as  the  Hdy  Spirit  <>pcrates  in  them ;  he  enKvcns 
and  invigorates  them  y  but^  without  a  divine  bree^e^ 
there  is  neither  motion  nor  emiflfion. — Awake,  Q 
nortb  wind,  and  come,  tbou/outb-,  iJow  upon  mf  gar^ 
den,  that  the  Jpices  tbereof  may  flow  out.  Let  my  be^ 
laved  come  into  bis  garden,  and  (at  bis  pUafaut  fruits* 
Song  tv«  16. 

If  my  dearly-beloved  br6ther  will  obfcrve  thefe 
things,  he  will  perceive  much  more  than  I  can  de* 
fcribe ;  and  he4Hill  find  the  different  frames  that  he 
is  C2&.  into  to  be  wonder(ully  fuited  to  the  work  then 
in  hand.    Tct  the  Theflalonians  Paul  was  a  nurfe ; 

to 
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to  Tiinotihy  an  affeftionatc  fiiiher  j   to  the  Corin- 
thians God  made  bim  humility  and  meeknefs  $   to 
the  falfe  apoftles  an  invincible  champion;  to  the 
iiveak  he  was  a  babe  in  grace  i  to  the  Jews  (Iraitened 
as  under  the  law ;   to  the  Gentiles  as  one  guided 
alone. by  confciencej  to  the  wife  and  difccrning  he 
W21S    the  chicfeft  apoftle;   and  to  Alexander  and 
£ly  mas  the  forcerer  he  was  a  lion.  — /  am  fnade  aS 
things  i$  all  mat,  4hat  I  might  by  all  means  Jove  Jbme^ 
1  Cor.  ix.  aa* 

Well  may  the  apoftle  fay  there  are  dvoerftties  of 
cperations  >  for  they  are  diverfe  and  innumerable  tooi 
yea>  and  often  various  in  one  day.  Ufe^  contrition; 
and  forrow,  for  morning  prayer  5  a  fwcct  flow  of 
gratitude  ibon  after  for  a  thank -ofiering;  upon  the 
back  of  this  comes  a  proinife  in  due  feafon,  in* 
crcafing  faith  i  then  a  fmiling  Providence  turns  up. 
that  makes  the  bowels  yearn  $  next  comes  a  letter 
brining  good  tidbgs»  and  bleffing  God  for  th^  ini* 
flrument,  and  for  the  power  of  divine  grace  put 
forth  i  this  fires  the  foul  with  frefli  zeal  for  the  work. 
Then  comes  a  poor  foul  telling  the  dreadful  tale  of 
the  pbgue  of  leproiy  breaking  out  in  the  houfe  s 
tbele  touch  your  love  afnd  fympathy.  Next  comes 
in  a  Word,  and  opens  out  a  large  field  of  hidden 
treafuresi  pearls  and  jewels  for  Zion.  And,  laft  of 
all,  coQies  in  an  arch  hypocrite,  appearing  to  be 
fome  great  one,  when  he  is  nothing,  with  all  the 
ar(  and  praft  ima^nabl^  to  impofe  upon  your  judg^* 
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ment ;  and^  at  the  appearance  <?f  hiai-^^^^  bav0 
J  to  Jo  with  tbee  ?  Get  tine  to  the  frppbets  qf  thy  fa^ 
tbcTy  and  to  the  prophets  of  thy  mother,  &U  now 
h'ing  me  a  minfireL  2  Kings  iii,  ij^  15*  Let  my  dear 
)>rother  obferve  thefe  things,  and  he  will  have  ibaae 
infight  into  this  Ucfied  promifc — /  the  Lord  do  hip 
it  J  I  will  waUr  it  every  moment :  l^fi  any  hurt  it,  I 
toill  keep  it  7tigbt  and  day^  Ifaiah  xxvii.  3. 

The  new  oian  is  fed  by  prayer,  by  residing,  by 
meditation,  by  hearing  the  word,  and  by  cooverfing 
with  the  Kvely  irieiids  of  the  bridegroom.  He  is 
very  choice  in  his  food  Hence  it  appears  that, 
under  the  dry  orations  which  are  drawn  from  the 
letter,  and  thofe  confufed  jumbles  upon  freewill, 
enforced  by  thoie  who  h^ve  not  been  emptiecl  of 
je)f,  but  are  (etiled  opon  tihw'  lees,  and  thde  vio* 
Jent  ihouts  from  the  top  of  the  mountain,  not  of 
Zton,  .but  of  Sinai :  none  of  thefe  entertain  the  new 
mas  i  it  is  not  fuch  tidings  as  diefe  that  bring  him, 
jior  ^oes  the  Spirit,  who  forms  him,  accompany 
fuch.  God  gives  teftimmiy  to  the  word  qf  his 
grace.  The  new  man  feeds  upon  power,  Yoo 
read  of  flrength  by  the  Spirit's  might  in  the  in- 
ward man;  you  read  of  his  'being  renewed  day 
by  day,  and  of  his  being  renewed  in  knowledge 
afccr  the  image  of  him  that  created  him.  Light, 
attended  with  love,  feeds  him;  it  revives  him,  re- 
/nofhes  .hliii,  and  renews  him.  He  gathers  his 
myrrh  wkh  his  ipice.     Myrrh  is  a  bitter  potio^ 

to 
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t^  the  oM  oMuii  but  k  never  hurts  the  mw  one^ 
Spice  cpmes  after  the  Qiyrrh  has  had  the  deQre4 
efied^  But  this  fweet  fcent  is  no  more  pleafing  to 
the  old  man  than  the  myrrh;  the  bitternefs  of 
trials  mortifks  the  old  manj  and  ib  does  the  fweec 
odours  t){  humbling  grace*  He  eats  his  honey- 
comb with  his  honey,  and  drinks  his  wine  withhb 
milk.  Song  V.  i.  The  promifes,  and  the  fweets 
that  are  hid  in  them;  divine  love,  and  the  com- 
forts that  attend  it  rare  the  fweet  provifions  t>f  the 
new  man.  The  old  man,  with  all  his  members, 
Paul  defcribes ;  and  thofe  very  evil  things  of  which 
he  is  compofed  are  the  things  that  feed,  entertainj^ 
aAd  gratify  hitn.  When  he  is  fed,  then  the  new 
man  is  (larved,  and  leannefs  enters  into  the  (buU 
So  of  the  manifold  graces  infufed  or  wrought  ia 
the  foul  by  the  Holy  Spirit  is  the  new  man  com- 
pofed, and  by  thofe  very  things  of  which  he  is 
compofed  isJie  fed/  His  divine  origin  is  Godt 
and  therefore  called  the  divine  nature.  His  mail'* 
fion  is  Chrift  Jefus,  in  whom  all  fulnefs  of  grace 
dwells,  and  from  whofe  fulnefs  all  grace  is  re- 
ceived. Frelh  fupplies  from  the  fame  fiilneis  bjr 
the  Holy  Ghoft  feed  him  and  keep  him  alive ; 
and  under  no  other  preaching  but  that  of  preaching 
Chrift ;  and  it  tauft  be  Chrift  revealed  and  made 
known  in  th^  foul  of  the  preacher.  Under  (uch, 
and  under  no  other,  can  this  new  man  be  fed  and 
nouriihed;   and  this'  many  know  by  lad  expert- 

ence» 


ence^  who  are  feeking  water  and  there  is  none> 
and  their  tongues  are  failing  for  thirlL  New  wtte 
bbn  tbi^  is  abk  H  hep  you  from  fallings  and  t^ 
frefsni  y$u  faublift  b^are  the  frefoKe  §f  bis  gkry 
witb  exae^g  joy,  to  ibt^  only  w^t  God  our  Saviour^ 
be  glory  md  m^jefiy^  dominion  and  fowor,,  bo  A  noup 
and  over*    Amou. 


And  ib  lays  your  companion  in  travaS^ 


W.  HUNTINGTON, 
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LETTER    XX. 

Tp  ibe  R£V.  J.  Jekslimsj  m  the  new  Vicfrup^ 

Lewes,  ^ffffix. 


Th  mj  dearly  beloved  Son,  greetin£i  "ttijbmg  that  gtace 
and  peace  may  be  multiplied  to  bim  thremj^  cm  Lard 

Jejus  Ckr^. 

• » 

r  .  • 

I  RBCBivED  yours)  and  ^m  thaakfol  jfbr  the 
good  ddings.  Goon;  God  (hall  «ndow  us  with  « 
good  dowry,  by.  adding  to  us  many  more  fons  $ 
thcfe  »c  a  kind  of  firft^-fcuits  of  God^s  crcatores,  and 
diefe  fruits  (hail  remain.  Bui  I  fliall  procc^  with 
sny  delightful  iuh)eft>  which  is  to  (hew 
.  x8.  That  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  gofpel  muft  be 
obeyed;  ibr>  according  tb  the  obedience  of  man  is 
the  reward  to  be  gjivcn,  whether  of  (in  unto  deati^ 
or  of  obedience  unto  righteoufnefs.*— ^  not  decHvedi 
God  is  mt  mocked:  for  ^Bobatfoever  a  mem/owetb,  tbat 
/ball  be  edjo  reap.  For  be  tbatjowetb  to  bis  feJbJhaU 
cf  tbe  flefi)  reap  corruption :  but  be  tbat  Jowetb  to  tbe 
Spirit /ball  if  tbe  Spirit  reap  life  everkjiing.  And  let 
us  not  be  weary  in  well-doing :  for  in  due  feafon  we 
JbaU  reap,  if  wefAint  not.  As  we  bave  therefore  op^ 
portunitf,  let  us  do  gottd  unto  all  meny  efpectallj  unto 

them 
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ilm  who  are  if  the  household  of  faith.  Gal.  vi.  7-^  1  o* 
To  low  to  the  Spirit  is  to  obey  him  and  to  be  led 
by  him.    Our  Lord  calls  himfelf  a  fower^  and  the 
word  of  life  which  he  fbwcd iiccalls  feed ;  and  iti 
fowing  the  good  feed  of  the  word  he  was  obedient 
to  him  that  appointed  hkn.— ^il^  Father  geive  nie  a 
commandment  what  J  fi$uid  f^  and  what  I  Jhotdd 
Jpeak^  and  I  know  that  bis  commandment  is  life  ever* 
lofting :  wbatjoever  I/peak^  therefore^  even  as  the  Fa^ 
ther  Jaid  unto  f^^  fo  I Jpeak.  John  xir*  499  5a    Now 
there  is  a  twofold  fowing  to  the  Spirit:  internal  and 
externa),      internal  when  we  obfcnre  his  opera- 
tionS)  and  are  obedient  to  his  motions  and  diflates  1 
lor  m{lance>  when  he  applies  the  word  widi  power^ 
and  reproves  us  >^di  the  wond,  convincing  us  of  oiqr 
fins  by  it ;  then  to  fpeak  evil  of  the  preacher  by 
whom  the  Spirit  fpeaks»  fp-  rail  againft  him  and  the 
truth>  is  hadng  the  Itght>  dnd  nefbcUing  agatinft  it 
and  againft  our  own  conviftions  of  the  truth  of  it; 
and  tliis  rebellion  is  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft  hitnfelf. 
It' is  faid  of  Ifrael,  in  die  wildemeis,  that  "tiMfj  t^ 
helled^  and  vexed  his  holy  Sfirii ;  (o  that  he  was  turned 
to  h  their  enmy,  and  he  fought  againjl  them.   liaiak 
Ixiii.  10.    Moles  and  Aaron  were  God's  mouth  to 
the  people ;  the  Holy  Spirit  ipake  in  them  to  tb^ 
children  of  Ifrael:  but  they  envied  Mj/es  intheeampf 
and  Aaron  the  faira  of  the  Lord.  Pfalm  cvi.  16,   And 
by  their  rebelling  againft  thefe  men  they  rebelled 
againft  the  Holy  Spirit  which  influenced  them  and 
Ipoke  by  them.— 7%  angered  Inmalfo  at  the  waters 


(    2J9    ) 

9ffirife,/o  tka  it  ^^emiUwiib  Mofisfor  tbeirfahsf^ 

Beeottfif  ibty  prtrvakidbk  Jphii^  fi  tbut  bijpah  tiMd^ 

i^figdfy  with  Hs  Jips.  Pfalcn  cvi.  32, 33.  Sinners,  re-* 

]^vcd  and  convinced  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  fliould 

tiot  only  come  to  the  light  and  be  diligent  in  their 

attendance  on  tbt  wordi   but  God  calls  (or  con-« 

feflions  to  be  Made  to  him,  and  for  fubmiflion  to 

hts  will  $  which  is  called  bumbling  ourfeives  under 

the  mighty  hand  of  God,  that  he  may  exalt  us  in 

due  (ime.    There  is  fuch  a  thing  as  accepting  the 

pUni(hmeflt  of  our  iniquity,  choofing  the  chaften-*^ 

io^  of  God  before  our  own  will  and  our  own  way; 

fajring,  as  others  have  <fone,  Seatcb  tne  imd  try  me^ 

Mudfei  iftbift  bi  any  widted  waj  m  me^  and  kad  nu 

mfbt.way  iverlafiin^.    And  again,  /  will  bear  tbi 

bidignation  of  tbi  iM'd  becaujs  I  hitoe  finned  againfi 

bimy   tMil  be  plead  my  cau/i  out  execute  judgment 

fir  Miei  be  will  bring  mt  firtb  to  the  tight,  and  I 

flkiU  bebM  bis  rigbteoufnejs.     Coming  to  the  light 

that  our  deeds  may  foe  made  manifeftj  expofing  our 

tonfcience  to  the  force  and  power  of  his  word,  how^ 

ever  iharp  and  piercing ;   confefling  all  our  crimes* 

which  the  light  of  the  word  difcovers  and  reproves 

us  for ;  is  accepting  our  puni&ment,  and  preferring 

the  chaftifements  of  God  before  carnal  eale  and  the 

pkafure^  of  fin,  and  is  yielding  obedience  to  the 

Holy  Spirit ;  and  it  (bcws  that  the  heart  is  made 

honeft. 

a.  The  Spirit  is  a  fpirit  of  fuppUcation.  He 
fcts  the  clc£t  pf  God  to  crying  day  and  night,  until 
.   ,  God 
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£od  avenge  them  of  their  adver&rtc$..   CdU^  itpdft 
me  m  the  time  of  iroubk  (%s  God) ;  /  mE  deBoer 
tbee^  md  thou  Jhak  glor^  me.     Ard  agft!li>  /  mtt 
iring  the  third  part  tbrdugb  tke.fre,  and  mil  refitut 
tbem  as  Jilver  is  r^ed^   and-  try  them  as  gold  is 
tried  \  -they  Jh^l  caU  upon  ntf  name^  and  I  will  bear 
ibemi  andlfoill/ay^  If  is  my  pe^lei  and  tbty  JbaU 
Jepfy  The  Lord  is  my  God.    This  fhould  be  cariS^y 
and  diligendy  attended  to  when  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
illuminating^  quickeniqg^  reproving^  and  convincmg 
the  finners   and  if"  it  is  n^leded  the  Spirit  refenta 
it)  and  makes  confcience  accufe  the  finner  for  this 
his  negtei^)  and  he  is  often  covered  with  (hame  and  * 
confufion  of  face  when  he  goes  to  the  throne  of 
grace  again.-    Nor  is  it  feldom  that  fome  dilafter  or 
other  befalls  the  fenfible  finner»  under  this  fin  c^ 
omiflion,   when  |)rayer  has  been  negleAed;   and 
oftentimes  the  finner  is  informed  of  this  when  he 
contes  to  examine  himfd^    Prayer,  in  the  times  of 
tht  gofpel^  was  typified  by  the  offering  of  tncenfis 
under  the  law,  which  was  perpetual  morning  and 
evening  i  and  prayer  goes  by  the  fame  name  under 
the  gqfpch-^For  from  tbje  rifing  of  the  fun  even  unto  ibc 
going  down  of  the  fame  my  name  Jball  be  great  among 
the  Gentiles  i  and  in  every  place  hicerife  Jhall  be  offered 
unto  my  name,  and  a  pure  offering :.  for  my  name  JbaU 
be  grcat^  among  the  heathen^  faith  the  Ltnrd  of  hojls^ 
Mai.  i.  II, 

.    Moreover,   God  requires  of  us  thank-offerings 
ibr  favours  received, — /  a///  make  her  wildemefi 

like 
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%Jr^jL  :W*^  4ffrri:Uki  the  garden  of  the  LorJy 
JV:4fid\gi^j^Jball  be  fiund  therein^  ^i^^S^ing 
4fid  the  vum  (findody.  T^e  fouls  of  God's  faiott 
9gf^  o^en  ^\t^  "wkh  joy  and  .g)adnels»  that  thzxHatr 
giving  ajid  ihe  voice  of  melody  may  redound  to  the 
gtoiy  of  Qodl  byi^umbk  acknovirledginenta  of  his 
9Kt*cre%  and  by  &ogir\g  his  praifes.  ,  ,     , 

Furthernaore^  we  /hould  celebrate  thofc*  perfco* 
tiioQsqf  God  which  (bine  fo  bright  in  his  appointmcM; 
^Qhriftr  Jefus  to  be  the  Saviour  of  mankind  ;  whicb' 
IS  done  by  (peeking  good^  or  by  making  honour* 
^b^  meiidpn*  of  his*  hply  name ;  and  by^prockimlng 
the  gbnpus  perfedions  of  his  nature,  making  them 
^mpus  %nd  illullripus  among  mankind  v  praifiqg 
and  comQiending  the  holy  properties  of  his  natures 
and  ^numera^mg  and  extolling  them,  by  fpeaking  of 
his  manifold  and  wonderful  works,  and  of  the  innu- 
meraUe  mercies  and  bleflings  of  his  providence  and 
grace  tx>wards;  us  in  Ghrift  Jefus.  The  fcriptures 
^  abound  with  fuch  afcriptions,  acclamations^  and  ce-^ 
lebradons,  in  the  faints*  holy  triumphs.  David  is 
&mous  for  this  J  there  is  fcarce  a  revealed  attribute 
of  God  but  he  makes  honourable  mention  of. ' 
.    As  holinefs. — God  baib/wom  by  bU  bolinefs^  I  will 

Power.— iJawrg  unto  tbe  Lord  a  new  Jong^  for  his 
4/fWH  right  hand  and  ftrftched-out  arm  h^tb  gotten 
bimfiflftbeviSory. 

^    His. might  and  reign,  his  .glory  and  majefty.— - 
Gre^^jbeLp"^  and^^reatly  to  hf  praifedi  end  bis 

R  grtatnefs 
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greatnefs  is  mjearchable.  One  gmeraium  fidl  ptn^ 
thy  works  tttamtber^  and  JbaU  declare  ify  ttug/biy  aSu 
IwiUJpeak  of  the  glorious  honour  of  thy  nugo/fy^  and 
of  thy  wondrous  works.  And  men  fiaUJpeak  rf  the 
might  of  thy  terrible  aSis :  and  I  wHl  declare  thy  greats 
nejs.  They  JbaU  abundantly  utter  the  memory  of  thy 
great  goodnefs^  and  fhaU  fing  if  iby  righteoufnejs.  M 
thy  works  JbaU  praife  thee,  O  Lord;  and  thy  Joints 
fhdll  blefs  thee.  They  fbaS  Jpeck  of  the  ghry  of  thy 
Jdngdom,  and  talk  of  thy  power  i  to  make  hwwn  to 
the  Jons  of  men  his  mighty  affs,  and  the  glorious  ma^ 
Jejfy  of  his  Idngdom.  Plalm  cxlv,  3—7,  10—12. 
Altnoft  every  perfefHon  of  the  Divine  Being  is 
brought  forth  in  the  holy  triumphs  of  the  rofal 
pfalmift,  juftice  and  judgment  not  excepted.— 7^ 
tice  and  judgment  are  the  habitation  of  his  thronei 
mercy  and  truth  Jhi^\  go  before  thy  face.  Of  loving- 
kindnds  David  fings ;  of  fiiithfulnefs  and  truth ;  of 
goodnefsj  pity,  and  compaffion;  and  of  mercy,  and 
the  eternal  duration  of  it,  throughout  a  whole 
pfalm. 

t)ifferent  frames  and  difitrent  diijpenfations  caU 
for  different  offerings  and  e^^ercifes*  Is  any  affU^edf 
let  him  pray.  Times  of  trouble  and  times  of  af- 
fli£lion  in  the  furnace  are  feafons  for  extraordinary 
prayers;  the  common  morning  and  evening  facri- 
flees  are  not  fuffident  at  fuch  times ;  we  muft  give 
ourfclvcs  unto  prayer;  give  up  ourlclves  wholly 
unto  it,  and  attend  to  this  very  thing*  Nor  will 
the  old  common  way,  no,  nor  even  the  ufiml  mode 

of 


efcxpreffions,  do.  Fiery  trials  call  for  frcfli  power, 
and  even  for  agonizing  energy ;  new  words,  new  ar- 
gumencs,  and  unufual  picas  and  entreaties  muft  be 
made  ufe  of  j  our  arguments  and  pathocic  pleadSngs 
muft  tally  with  our  dreadful  fenfations.  Souls  that 
mcdiutc  terror  muft  fetch  their  words  from  their 
feelings,  or  clfe  the  words  of  their  mouth  will  run 
counter  to  the  meditations  of  their  heart.  We  muft 
life  all  the  (kill  and  oratory  of  diftrefs,  grief,  and 
forrow^  and  all  the  eloquence  of  mifery.  /  cried  to 
ibee^  O  Lordi  and  unto  the  Lord  I  made  fupplkation. 
What  profit  is  therein  my  bloody  when  I  go  down  to 
fbepit  ?  Shall  the  dufi  praife  thee?  Jhall  it  declare  thy ' 
truth  ?  Plalm  xxx.  8,  9,  H^ill  the  Lord  cafi  off  for 
ever?  and  will  he  be  favom^able  no  more  ?  L  his  mercy 
clean  gone  for  euer  ?  doth  his  promi/e  fail  for  evermore? 
Hath  God  forgotten  to  be  gracious  ?  Hath  be  in  anger 
fout  up  bis  tender  mercies  ?  Plalm  Ixxvii.  7— 9,  For 
the  grave  cannot  prai/i  thee  i  death  cannot  celebrate  thee: 
they  that  go  down  into  the  pif  cannot  hope  for  tty  truths 
I&«xxxyiii,  i8. 

As  times  of  affli<5Uon  are  praying  times,  or  times 
to  give  ourfelves  unto  prayer  j  fo  times  of  profpcrity  * 
arc  times  for  praife,  for  thankfgiving,  and  for  fing- 
ing  with  grace  in  our  hearts,  making  melody  to  the 
Lord.  If  wc  would  fow  to  the  Spirit  we.  muft  ob- 
ierve  thefe  things ;  and  likewife  (hun  all  damnable 
herefies,  which  have  the  leaft  tendency  to  depreciate 
the  Son  of  God,  or  to  eclipfc  his  glory,  or  leffen 
bim  in  our  cfteem  or  aficaions*  The  Holy  Spirit  i$ 
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both  the  teftificr  and  the  glorifier  of  Chrift^  and  ht 
will  never  countenance  any  tow^'meanJ  unwordify 
or  unbecoming  conceptions  of  him.  I  am  not 
fpeaking  of  the  evil  fu^eftions  or  fiery  darts  of 
Satan,  which  we  cannot  help,  and  which  are  Satan'a 
fins  and  not  ours  i  but  of  thofe  damnable  principksF 
and  ientiments  which  fome  men  hold,  and  which 
diveft  the  S^iviour  of  all  the  glory  and  majefty  of 
deity,  and  debate  him  to  the  level  of  a  mere  crea* 
tufe,  which  is  what  God  the  Holy  Ghoft  will  ever 
refift  and  refent. 

Sowing  to  the  Spirit  internally,  is  to  walk  as  the 
Spirit  leads  us  s  he  is  to  guide  us  into  all  truth,  and 
not  to  fpf ak  of  himfelf.  This  chiefly  rcfpefts  our 
principles,  the  objeft  of  our  faith  and  worfliip,  and 
the  true  and  fpiritual  worfliip  and  adoration  which 
God  requires  of  us ;  the  whole  of  which  is  included 
in  what  the  fcripture  calls  the  way  of  holm^s^  IlaiaK 
XXXV.  8 ;  which  is  following  the  Lord  in  the  rege^ 
ntratum.  Matt,  xix.  28.  In  which  following  all 
things  become  new  \  not  only  a  new  birth,  but  we 
are  brought  into  the  bond  of  a  new  covenant,  are 
made  to  ferve  in  the  newneis  of  fpirit,  with  new 
views  and  new  principles,  and  to  walk  in  a  new  and 
Jiving  way. 

The  Spirit  leads  us  to  walk  with  G$d  in  peace  and 
equky.  Thefe  two,  peace  and  equity,  always  go 
l^ogether.  When  the  believer  keeps  a  confcicnce  void 
of  offence  he  delights  himfelf  in  the  abundance  of 
peace  s  he  makes  ftraight  paths  for  his  feet,  and  he 

finds 
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iiods  his  ways  to  be  pleafantnefs  and  his  paths  peace. 
But,  if  he  make  a  crooked  path^  (and  all  the  ways 
of  fin  are  crooked^  becaufe  they  are  counter  to  the 
will  and  W(»d  of  God)>  he  that  goes  therein  fhall  not 
know  peace.    But 

2.  There  is  a  fowing  to.  the  Spirit  externally. 
And  the  apoftle's  explanation  of  this  fowing  to  the 
Spirit  is  given  by  himlelf. — Uf  us  not  be  weary  in 
'iffiB^dMgi  fir  in  duejkqfon  we  fiaH  reap  if  we  faint 
not.  And  then  tells  us  what  he  means  by  well- 
doing.-—v£r  we  have  therrfore  cfpcrtnmty,  kt  us  do 
good  unto  an  men^  f/pMoUy  unto  tbem  who  are  of  the 
botf/Aold  rf  faith.  GaL  vi.  9,  10.  To  do  good  to 
them  that  are  not  as  yet  in  the  faitb>  is  to  labour  to 
recommend  Chrift  and  his  gofpel  to  them  by  a  be- 
^mipg  life  and  converfation^  to  drop  a  word  of 
reproof  or  tnftru&ion  to  them  when  opportunity 
oferst  or  to  ufe  our  endeavours  to  bring  them 
under  the  word.~-^i  the  Spirit  and  the  hide  fay^ 
Come.  And  let  him  that  heareth  fay^  Come*  And  kt 
him  that  is  atbirft  como^  And  wbofeever  will^  let  him 
take  the  water  of  Ufe  freely.  Rev.  xxii.  17.  After 
our  Lore)  h^  called  two  or  three  of  his  6rft  fol- 
lowers,  he  vnade  ufe  of  thefe  to  bring  others, 
Andrew,  hearing  and  feetng  John  point  to  Chrtft, 
iSbUowed  him  \  he  then  finds  his  brother  Peter,  and 
brings  htm  to  Jefusjf  the  next  day  Jcfus  found 
.  Philip ;  and  then  Philip  finds  Nathanacl  and  brings 
him :  and,  blefled  be  God,  this  work  is  going  on 

ftilL 
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Mbfcoverj  by  doing  good  Unto  all  men  th« 
apoftlc  means  liberality.  Poor  people  have  mort 
exalted  notions  of  alnns-deeds  than  they  have  of  any 
other  good-work  whatfoever.  You  may  talk  to 
them  about  faith,  and  about  love  to  the  brothcfr 
hood,  and  the  patience  of  hope^  and  of  fuffering 
afflictions,  of  bearing  the  crofi,  and  of  (elf-denia) ; 
but  thefe  are  all  out  of  their  fight  and  out  of  their 
reach  -,  but  circumfpeftion  in  life  and  a  liberal  heart 
are  obvious  to  all,  and  ftop  the  mouths  of  all,  un^- 
lefs  it  be  the  devil  him/elf.  And  in  this  the  child 
of  God  has  a  double  advantage.  The  world  loves  its 
own  i  llnners  love  iinners,  and  wil)  give  and  lend  to 
finners ;  but  finners  cannot  love  faints  as  ^Lints,  and 
becaufe  they  belong  to  Chrift  j  nor  can  they  relieve 
them,  or  be  charitable  to  them,  becaufe  of  God's 
love  to  them  in  Chrift  Jcfus.  Wbenfaw  we  thee  an 
hungered,  or  athirft,  or  a  fir  anger,  or  naked,  or  fi€k, 
or  in  prifon,  and  did  not  minifier  unto  thee  ?  The  an- 
fwer  is,  Inajmuchmye  did  it  not  to  thefe  my  brethren, 
ye  did  it  not  to  me.  Not  one  of  all  thefe  ever  re- 
lieved a  child  of  God  as  fuch$  whereas  there  are. 
thoufands  of  finners,  perfecutors,  and  even  enemies 
both  to  God  and  to  his  church,  who  do  partake 
largely  of  the  liberality  of  the  people  of  God  j  and 
this  is  acceptable  to  God,  as  may  be  fcen  in  the 
prayers  and  alms  of  Cornelius  the  centurion,  A<5ls  xj 
and  in  the  noblenefs  of  mind  which  Abraham  Shewed 
to  the  king  of  Sodom,  By  thefe  means  fome  arc 
drawn  or  won  to  hear  the  word  of  God,  and  that 

to 
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to  profit.  The  mouths  of  others  are  (topped,  WhHe 
the.  believer  makes  it  manifpft  that  the  kingdom 
(of  which  he  is  a  fubjeft)  is  not  of  this  world.  And 
in  all  thefe  things  God  is  gbrified ;  and  the  children 
of  God  are  a  fweet  favour  unto  him,  both  in  them 
that  perilh  and  in  them  that  are  laved.— Lr/  your 
light  Jo  Jbine  before  men  that  they  may  fee  your  good 
works i  and  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 
Mate.  V.  1 6. 

But  the  apoftle  adds,  E/pecially  to  the  houfehold  of 
faiths  The  ties  of  nature  give  us  a  feeling  for  thofe 
who  are  in  the  fleih,  and  fill  us  with  wonder  at  dif- 
criminadng  grace,  when  the  bond  of  all  perfedneis 
binds  us  more  ftrongly  to  the  excellent  of  the  earth; 
for  we  can.  only  pity  the  other,  but  we  can  delight 
ourlclves  in  thefe.  To  the  houfehold  of  faith,  if  we 
fow  fparingly  we  (hall. reap  fparingly,  and  if  we  fow 
bountifully  we  Ihall  reap  bountifully.  To  receive 
a  prophet  in  the  name  of  a  prophet,  has  the  promife 
of  a  prophet's  reward.  To  k*eceive  a  righteous  man 
in  the  name  of  a  righteous  man,  has  the  promife  of 
a  righteous  man's  reward.  And  he  that  receives 
one  of  the  little  ones  that  belong  to  Chrift,  ihall  in 
nowife  lofe  his  reward.  A  morfcl  of  bread,  or  a 
cup  of  cold  water  only>  given  to  any  in.tbe  nacoe  of 
a  difciple,  (hall  moil  futcly  be  rewarded  at  the  rc- 
farre£lion  of  the  juft  \  for  he  that  Joweih  to  the  Spirit 
JbaU  of  the  Spirit  reap  life  everlafting.  We  muft  fow 
prayers  in  their  behalf  ^  we  may  ibw  the  feeds  of 
inllrudion  in  their  ears,  bread  and  w^ter  to  their 
3  bellies. 
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bellies,  apparel  (o  their  backs,  and  relief  in  their 
necefficies ;  and  reap  fourfold  in  this  life,  and  in  the 
world  to  come  life  everlafting.  To  all  this  the 
word  of  God  direds,  and  to  all  this  the  Holy  Spirit 
leads — For  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  in  all  goodnefs^  and 
rigbteoi^n^s^  and  truth.  Eph,  v.  9. 

Once  more,  my  dear  ion.  The  beft  of  men  have 
no  more  than  their  own  appointed  time  on  the  earth  i 
the  ftrengch,  the  natural  and  fpiritual  abilides,  the 
grace,  and  fuch  worldly  fubftance  as  it  pleafes  God 
to  give  them.  Now,  as  all  thefe  come  of  God 
through  Chrift,  fo  from  all  thefe  things  Chrift  ex- 
pedis  fome  returns ;  for,  when  he  comes,  it  will  be 
to  know  what  every  one  has  gained  by  trading. 
Some  redeem  the  time  while  the  days  are  evil.  Paul 
was  willing  to  fpend  and  be  fpent  for  the  church; 
he  fpent  his  property  and  bis  ftrength  in  the  (er- 
▼ice  of  Chrift  i  with  the  grace  diat  he  had  re- 
ceived by  the  Spirit  he  feafoned^  many ;  and  by  his 
natural  and  fpiritual  ablUdes  he  became  all  things  to  ^ 
all  men;  he  inftrufked many,  he  filenced  many  gain- 
layers,  and  left  a  glorious  teftimony  behind  of  his 
fruitfulnefi  in  the  church,  of  the  goodne(s  of  God  to 
him,  of  the  blef&dnefs  of  his  ftate,  and  of  his  glo* 
ricus  and  triumphant  end :  and  in  all  thefe  things  be 
lowed  to  the  Spirit ;  and  they  that  do  fo  Jball  of  the 
Spirit  reap  life  everlafiing.  And  this  reaping  re- 
fpedb  this  prelent  life  as  well  as  the  future.  God's 
blefllng  upon  mount  Ziorf  is  life  foi:  evermore* 
And  it  has  pleafed  God  to  put  the  blefling  of  life 
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MO  every  JTpiricual  thing  that  the  believer  de^U  in^ 
Upon  his  believing  he  palles  from  death  to  lifei 
his  repentance  is  unto  life ;  the  promifes  he  obtaiiis 
are  the  words  of  life  $  his  juftification  is  unto  life  $ 
God  circumcifes  his  heart  to  love  God  that  he  may 
live ;  his  hope  is  a  lively  hope ;  and  the  very  way  in 
which  he  walks  is  the  new  and  living  way.  In  fbortj 
the  love  and  eternal  purpofe  of  God,  the  voice 
of  the  Son,  and  the  operations  of  the  Spirit,  are  all 
life  to  the  believer ;  and  the  more  we  fow  the  more 
we  reap ;  the  more  we  love  God  and  die  brethren^ 
the  more  lively  we  are ;  the  ftronger  our  faith  and 
the  firmer  our  hope  are,  the  more  abundant  is  our 
life.  In  all  diefe  things  lie  our  fowing  and  reaping* 
And  let  us,  my  dear  brother,  be  conftant,  unmove-r 
able,  and  always  abounding  in  this  work  of  the 
Lord,  knowing  that  our  labour  is  not,  fhall  hot> 
be  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  To  get  weary  and  to  faiht 
in  well-doing,  is  fad  work.  Look  to  jourjehes  (fays 
John)  that  we  lofe  not  thqfe  things  which  we  have 
wrought^  hut  that  we  receive  a  full  reward.  2  John  8. 
And  now,  my  beloved  fon,  feeing  we  are  not  ig- 
norant of  Satan's  devices,  and  knowing  his  defperate 
and  inveterate  enmity  both  to  Chrift  and  his  church, 
fufier  him  not  to  bafHe  and  confufe  thee,  by  fetdng 
up  any  imaginary  refemblances  of  the  divine  peribns 
in  your  mind  when  you  are  approaching  to  God  ^ 
infinity  and  immenfity  cannot  be  circumfcribed ! 
God  611eth  all  fpace.  Nor  fufFer  the  devil  to  con* 
fouRd  thee,  by  fuggcfting  that  you  will  difpleafe  the 

^one 


(    ^5o    ) 

one  by  Addrefling  the  other.  Whatfoever  is  truly  and 
properly  God  is  the  objetfl  of  divine  worfhip^  And 
that  Jefus  Chrift  the  Son  of  God>  and  the  Holy 
Ghoil  the  Spirit  of  Godj  are  truly,  really,  and 
properly  God>  is  as  clearly  revealed  in  the  Icrip- 
cures  as  that  the  Father  is  lb.  Ths  gnue  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  the  love  of  God  our  heavenly  Father^  and 
the  communion  of  the  Spirit  of  all  grace ^  be  with  thee^ 
and  with  all  that  love  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriji  injlncerity 
and  truth y  both  now  and  for  evermore  i  is  the  prayer 
pf^  dear  fon. 


Yours  in  Chrift  Jefus, 


W.  HUNTINGTON,  S.S, 
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PREFACE. 


BBLOVBD  FRIEND^ 

Having  feen  and  read  moft,  if  not  all,  the  let- 
ters which  have  paifed  between  you  and  my  dear 
filler,  it  is  my  opinion  that  they  would  be  of  great 
ufc  to  many  if  they  were  made  public.  When  I 
confider  and  refledl  upon  the  light,  fupport,  and 
help,  which  I  received  when  in  my  trouble  from 
many  of  the  EpiiUes  of  Faith,  as  well  as  6rom 
your  other  writings;  and  the  many  accounts  I 
have  fince  had  of  the  ufefulnefs  of  the  Living 
Teftimonies  to  many  fouls  that  were  in  diftrefs, 
darkneis,  and  bondage ;  it  is  my  requefl,  ihould  it 
meet  with  your  approbation,  that  you  would  pub- 
liih  them.  I  am  fully  perfuaded  that  the  matter 
they  contain  leads  to  the  true  and  living  way.  The 
bulk  of  profeffors,  in  our  day,  as  far  as  I  am  able 
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to  judge,  arc  entire  ftrangers  to  the  path  of  rege- 
neration. There  are  but  a  few  who  walk  in  the 
narrow  path  of  life,  and  who  experience  the 
love  of  God  therein ;  and  fewer  ftill  who  can 
caft  up  this  way  before  others,  and  whofe  miniftry 
is  that  of  the  Spirit,  and  not  of  the  letter.  And, 
as  I  believe  there  are  fome,  in  many  dark  corners 
of  the  country,  ready  to  perifti  for  lack  of  know- 
ledge, who  are  feeking  the  truth,  but,  far  want  of 
fonae  one  to  guide  them,  they  are  kept  in  igno- 
rance of  it,  who  knows  bat  that  Providence  may 
fend  thefe  letters  (as  I  am  certain,  from  my  own 
knowledge,  he  has  many  of  your  other  writings) 
into  their  hands  \  which,  under  God,  may  give 
them  light  on  their  ftate.  I  think  there  are  in 
thefe  letters  fome  things  new  and  lingular.  I  feel 
a  defire  to  fee  them  in  print.  I  have  been  ac- 
quainted with  my  friend  now  for  fome  years. 
When  I  firft  knew  her  Ihe  flood  very  high  in  her 
confidence,  fuch  as  it  was;  but,  when  the  Almighty 

* 

wounded  me,  and  made  me  fpeak  out  of  the 
abundance  of  my  own  heart,  her  confidence  was 
foon  fapped ;  and  I  believe  fhe  found  her  con- 
fidence had  ever  been  in  her  own  tabernacle; 
audi  when  it  was  rooted  up,  the  king  of  terrors 
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laid  hold  of  her,  as  he  will  one  day  of  many  who, 
like  her,  think  themfelves  now  very  fecure  and 
ftrbrtg.  But  the  firft-born  of  death  will  foon  de- 
vour that  fort  of  ftrength ;  and  hunger-bitten  they 
are  already.  I  have  been  an  eye-witnefs  of  her 
diftrcfs  under  the  fpirit  of  bondage,  in  which  fhc 
continued  two  or  three  years ;  and  likewife,  as 
you  well  know,  of  her  happy  enlargement,  which 
ihe  enjoyed  for  a  long  lime,  Andl  have  narrowly 
watched  her  defcent  from  the  mount  of  trans figu- 
ration.  She  has  been  now  for  fome  time  in  the 
furnace ;  and  I  believe  in  my  heart  fhe  will  endure 
the  fire,  and  come  forth  as  gold.  At  prefent  fhe 
walks  [very  fieady,  humble,  meek,  and  lowly,  and 
appears  to  quit  herfelf  like  one  that  feeth  him  who 
is  invifible.  She  is  the  firft  fruit  of  Achaia  unto 
the  Lord;  at  leaflr  Ihe  was  the  firft  that  pub- 
licly returned  to  give  glory  to  God ;  and  ihe  was 
a  ftranger;  and  clean  fed  Ihe  is  I  verily  believe. 
And,  as  there  are  many  profeflbrs  now  ftanding 
where  fhe  once  flood,  and  others  in  darknefs  and 
diftrefs  through  legal  bondage,  I  am  in  hopes  that 
making  the  letters  public  will  be  a  means  to 
awaken  fome  of  the  former,  and  encourage  the 
latter.     That  they  may  be  a  caution  to  feme, 
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ftiength  and  encouragement  to  others^  ftir  up  jea- 
loufy  in  many^  and  be  blefled  to  comfort  the  weak 
and  infant  race,  is,  in  this  requeil,  the  view,  and» 
when  publiihed,  will  be  the  eameft  wifh  and 
prayer  of 

Your  truly  lincere  lover  and  friend. 


VESPERTILIO   TUMULIS. 


PBELIMIXABT 
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PRELIMINARY   EPISTLES. 


To  PHIL  OME I  J,  in  tke  ^ipfs  ,Dale. 


»     » 


BBLdVBt)  OP  G01>> 

'         •  'I  ^ 

Mat  I  not  fayjcff  Hail!  highly 
favowed^  blcfled  art  thou  ainong  ^xnen/ ^Mh^ 
he  thdl  is  mighty  hath;  done  fa  gr^atihings  Son 
thee,  in  Iremembramir  of  ?bi3  mefcy/afe  he  pro? 
mifed  io  cJut  forefathers  in  the  feith,  jtp.  AbrdhapJi 
and  to  his  feed:  for  dVer?"  •    -  f  '.  k  ■  : 

It  is  jabilee  ^ith.thee  ;  the  dayS  of  the  Son  of 
man  are  come,  days  qf  good  things.  ^  And  would 
it  not  be  commendable  in  thee  to  adl  the  part  of 
the  poor  lepera  in  the  liege  of  Samaria ;  that  isj 
to  inform  the  King's  hocrfehold  of  it  ?  Doft  thou 
well  to  feaft  at  the  banquet  thyfelf,  and  to  go  and 
hide  all  the  reft  ?  If  IheLord  fonnsa  perfoh  foir 
himfelf,  it  is. that  he  may  fliew  forth  his  praife. 

The  poor  woman  with  her  iffue  obtained  vir-» 
tue  from  the  Covenant  Head  privately,  and  waa 
going  to  withdraw,  in  hope  of  efcaping  the  cen^. 
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furc  and  difpleafure  of  the  Jews.  With  the  heart 
Ihe  believed  unto  righteoufnefs.  Thus  God  pre- 
pared her  heart;  but  with  the  mouth  we  muffc 
m^e  confeflion  unto  falyation.  This  was  left 
undone  till  God  created  the  fruit  of  her  lips,  and 
then  Ihe  was  called  forth  to  make  confeflion  of 
her  faith.  By  thefe*  means  the  word  founds  out, 
which  raifcs  curiofity  in  fome,  del^res  in  others, 

it  encourages  many,  and  prqvQkes  not  a  fe\?%  to 

'  •  It''  ♦ 

jealoufy  and  emulation. 

We  muft  render  to  Cefar  the  things  that  are 
Cefar*$,  and  unto  God  the  things,  which  are  God's. 
To  fmuggle  foreign  goods  robs  the  prince  of  his 
revemae ';  and  to  hide  the  heavenly  flame  under  a 
buihel  robs  God  of  his  praife.  *'  Were  there  not 
ten  cleanied  }  but  where  are  the  nine  ?  There  are 
not, found  that  returned  to  give  glory  to  God,  fave 
this  (banger. .  Gd  thy  i  Way,  thy  faith  hath  made 
thee  whole ;  go  in  peace."  The :  nine  were  felf- 
feekers,  moVed  to  pray  for  a  temporal  cure  only ; 
felf-intereft  drove  them  to  it,  and  bafe  ingratitude 
kept  them  from  acknowledging  the  cure;  and, 
by  this  art  of  fmuggling  the  benefit,  they  efcaped 
the  reproach  of  Chrifl-, -which  Mofes  fo  highly 
efteemed,  and  did  not  lofe  their  reputation  among 
the  fcribes  and  pharifees.  But,  alas  1  thefe  could 
have  no  faith ;  for  ^^  how  can.  you  believe  (faith 
the  Saviour)  who  receive  honour  one  of  another,  " 
and  not  the  honour  that  cometh  from  Grod  only  ?*' 
We  are  to  weep  with  them  that  weep,  and  re- 
joice 
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joice  with  them  that  rejoice.  I  waft  Itt  company 
with  hiB  excellency  the  Welfh  ambafTador  at  your 
groaning,  when  your  bearing  pains  and  birth 
throes  were  upon  you ;  and  we  both  took  a  part 
'  of  your  burden ;  and^I  am  informed  that  you  felt 
the  Ipirit  of  heavinefs  get  lighter  upon  you  from 
that  houn  But  where  is  my  part  of  the  caudle  ? 
I  travailed  in  birth  again  and  again  till  Chrifl:  was 
fomied  in  thee.  And  now  this  work  is  done;  s/ 
but  what  account  have  1  had  of  it  ?  and,  there- 
fore,  how  can  I  rejoice  ?  Ephraim  is  comforted ; 
but  there  is  a  promife  of  comfort  to  his  mourners* 
And  again :  "  Yet,  behold,  therein  Ihall  be  left  a  . 
remnant  that  Ihall  be  brought  forth,  both  fons 
and  daughters :  behold,  they  ihall  come  forth  unto 
you,  and  ye  ihall  fee  their  ways  and  their  doings, 
and  ye  ihall  be  comforted  concerning  the  evil  that 
I  have  brought  upon  Jerufalem ;  and  they  ihall 
comfort  you  when  ye  fee  their  ways  and  their  do- 
ings.** Ezek.  xiv.  22.  Where  is  my  ihare  of  this 
promife  ?  This  part  of  the  price  is  withheld. 

The  comforts  of  hope,  the  teilimony  of  a  good 
confcience,  and  the  pleafing  accounts  of  God*s 
giving  teilimony  to  the  word  of  his  grace,  is  the 
promifed  reward  of  the  labourers  in  the  Lord*s 
vineyard,  and  is  no  fmall  part  of  the  penny  a  day.  ^5^ 
If  I  might  intrude  upon  a  little  of  thy  time,  I 
ihould  be  glad  of  fome  ihort  account  of  thy  cala-  . 

mity  whep  we  fell  into  company  at  the  G ; 

and  how  thou  cameil  into  that  deplorable  ilate. 
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No  fmaU  portion  of  furnace- work  has  fallen  to  my 
Ihare.  And,  when  I  faw  the  anguiih  of  thy  foul, 
I  ne\^er  fpund  myfelf  more  fenfibly  touched  with 
the  grief  of  any  perfpa : .  nor  did  I  ever  feel  a 
fuller  perfuaiion  in  my.piind  of  any  perfon's  deli* 
vcrance,  nor  more  freedom  and  confidence  to  pre* 
diA  it,  and  in  the  ftrongeft  terms ;  and  I  plainly 
faw  (at  your  departure)  that  neither  Satan,  infide- 
lity, no,  npr  your  carnal  rcafon,  could  fiand  before 
it ;  fo  mightily  grows  the  word  of  the  Lord  and 

prevails*  I  muft  confefs  that,  when  I  heard  of  thy 
Jiappy  delivery  under  the  miniftry  of  my  dearly 
beloved  and  moft  feithful  brother  in  the  Lord, 
I  Aood  aftoniihed  at  the  goodnefs  of  God^  and 
at  the  concurring  providences  which  w^ent  be- 
fore on  thy  behalf.  One  friend  in  our  company 
could  not  fettle  his  bufinefs  to  return  to  Lon- 
don widi  me  till  Saturday  morning.  Saturday  is 
^  day  that  I  am  never  from  my  fludy,  if  I  can 
poflibly  help  it.    One  or  two  in  company  prcffcd 

me  not  a  litde  to  ffcay ;  and  thofe  at  G moft 

kindly  invited  me  to  come  and  vifit  them,  where  it 
pleafed  God  that  we  were  to  meet  witli  you, 
whom  I  never  faw  before  to  my  knowledge.  And 
furely  Grod  fct  before  us  an  open  door.  Our 
mautlis  were  wonderfully  opened  to  you ;  and  I 
think  your  heart  was,  in  fomc  meafure,  opened 
to  us.  And  tins  gready  convinced  me  that  my 
ftay  was  of  God ;  nor  could  confcience  coiitradid 
it ;  nor  was  my  crufe  empty  on  the  Lord's  day 

following 
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followitlg  dii  adcount  of  it.  The  favout  that  1 
have  to  crave  is,  how  the  troubles  came  upon 
thee,  and  how  long  thou  Waft  left  to  occupy  bu- 
finefs  in  thofc  deep  waters;  and  whether  thou 
waft  in  a  profeilion  previoui^  to  thofe  trials  or 
noL  N0W3  as  I  am  engaged  iti  the  work 
of  the  Lord,  and  defirous  of  knowing  the 
wonders  that  Grod  does  in  the  land,  that  I  may 
blefs  him  with  thee>  I  hope  thou  wilt  not  take 
this  liberty  ami&,  feeing  thcu  art  no  more  a 
llrangcr  nor  a  foreigner^  but  a  fellow*citizeti  of 
the  faints^  and  of  the.  houfehold  of  God;  and 
that  thou  mayeft  long  enjoy  the  pkafures>  pri- 
vileges) and  immanities^  of  that  city^  is  the 
^ameft  prayer  of^ 

DearMer^ 
Thine  a£6e^onate  brother  in  Chrlil  Jefu% 

ftc  Defcrt.  NOCTUA  AURITA* 
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To  NOCTVA  AURITJ,  in  the  DeftrL 


DEAR  FRIENl)^ 

I  HAVE  attempted,  as  the 
Lord  has  eliabled  ihe,  to  comply  with  your  requefty 
in  giving  you  fomc  particulars  refpcdling  the  good 
work  \S\t  Lord  has  been  pleafed  to  work  in  my 
foul  under  the  miniflry  of  his  Majefty*8  herald 
now  with  us.  I  think  it  is  more  than  three  year& 
ago  that  I  firft  heard  him  preach  a  fermon  firom 
thefe  words :  "  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  you,  he 
that  entercth  not  by  the  door  into  the  fheepfold, 

• 

but  climbeth  up  Ibme  other  way,  the  fame  is  a 
thief  and  a  robber."  He  gave  fuch  a  defcription 
of  the  way  that  moft  pfofeflbrs  entered  into  the 
fold,  as  quite  aftonifhed  me.  I  could  hardly  cre- 
^lit  it  J  but  was  not  then  left  to  contradift  it ;  bttt 
I  believed  it  could  not  touch  me.  I  thought  it 
did  me  fome  good,  as  it  led  my  heart  out  in  gra- 
titude to  God  that  he  had  not  left  me  to  make 
fuch  an  entrance,  for  I  was  juft  in  the  ftate  of  the 
Laodicean  church,  thought  myfelf  rich  and  in- 
creafed  with  goods,  and  to  hare  need  of  nothing ; 
but  knew  not  that  I  was  poor  and  wretched,  mi- 
ferable,  blind,  and  naked.  Had  he  aiked  me,  at 
that  time,  of  my  experience,  I  ihoaki  have  told 
8  i  bim 
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him  that  I  had  been  on  the  mount  of  ttansfigur- 
ation  with  Peter,  and  in  the  third  heaven  with 

Paul. 

I  heard  him  for  fome  time  occalionally  on  fab- 
bath-day  evenings.  But  he  aflerted  fuch  ftrange 
things  refpedting  the  firft  work  of  the  Spirit*s  oper- 
ation on  a  finner*s  heart,  when  he  camg  to  con- 
vince him  of  fin,  as  was  point  blank  againft  my 
experience ;  therefore  I  thought  I  was  a  witnefs 
againft  him  tfiat  he  was  wrong.  His  once  aflert- 
ing,  that  when  the  Spirit  came  to  convift  a  finner, 
and  to  convince  him  of  unbelief,  that  fuch  a  foul 
could  apply  none  of  the  promifes  of  the  gofpel, 
this  quite  enraged  me,  and  I  declared  I  would 
never  hear  him  preach  another  fermon.  I  there- 
fore left  hi6  miniftry  for,  I  believe,  two  or  tliree 
months ;  during  which  time  I  found  a  great  deal 
of  enmity  work  againft  him,  and  his  miniftry  too. 
However,  confcience  was  not  altogether  filent  at 
this  time;  and  I  fliould  at  times  have  fuch  thoughts 
as  thefe,  viz.  Where  does  all  this  enmity  fpring 
from  ?  It  cannot  be  a  fruit  of  the  Spirit  of  God. 
However,  thefe  words  of  Paul  ufed  to  fct  matters 
right  at  times :  *^  To  him  that  worketh  not,  but 
believeth  on  him  that  juftifieth  the  ungodly,  his 
faith  is  counted  for  righteoufnefs.'*  That  I  had 
the  faith  whicK'is  of  the  operation  of  God's  Spi- 
rit, I  believed  no  one  that  knew  me  ddiibted ;  but 
feeling  this  enmity  rile  high  at  times  made  me  a 
little  uneafy,  and  I  thought  I  would  hear  him 

again. 
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again,  as  he  might  be  got  more  moderate.    1  hiA 
heard  him  but  a;  few  times  before  the  Lord  was 
pleal'cd  to  ftrip  me  of  all  my  fuppofed  excellency* 
How  true  is  that  faying  of  the  Pfalmift,  "  When 
thou  with  thy  rebukes  coxxetfleft  man  for  iniqui^y^ 
thou  makeft  his  beauty  to  confume  like  the  moth/* 
And  fo  I  .found  it.     And  I  foon  found  the  faith 
that  I  had  fo  much  boafted  of  to  be  nothing  but 
bold  prefumption.     God  fent  the  killing  com-' 
mandment  home  to  my  confcience,  which  ilirred 
up  all  the  neft  of  uncleannefs  that  lay  hid  in 
my  heart  before,  and  I  could  only  view  an  angry 
God  in  a  fiery  law  ;  and  a  dreadful  fight  k  was  to 
me ;  it  made  me,  like  Mofes,  to  fear  and  quake« 
Here  was  no  accefs  to  God.     The  f][^uning  fword 

s 

feemed  to  turn  every  way,  to  keep  the  way  of  the 
tree  of.  life.     Inflead  of  faith^  hope,  joy,  and 
peacCj  I  felt  my  carnal  mind  was  nothix^  but  enn 
mity  againfl  God.    My  heart  was  as  hard  as  an 
adamant ;  my  will  was  pregnant  with  nothing  but 
fiubbornnefs,  perverfcnefs,  and  rebellion;  and,  as 
to  my  afFcdtions,  I  knew  not  ,where  they  were  j 
but  I  knew  tl^y  were  not  fixed  on  God,  where 
tliey  ought  to  be«     Pray  I  could  not.     I  had  no 
faith ;  and  God's  word  declares  that  whatever  is 
not  of  faith  is  fin ;  and  that  the  prayer  of  the 
wicked  is  an  abomination  to  the  Lord.    This 
made  me  almofl  diftraded.   Every  fermon  I  heard 
from  him  cut  and  condemned  me;  and  the  more  it 
did  fo,  the  more  I  was  ri vetted  both  to  him  and  his 

preaching. 
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ptcadhing^  I  longed  for  the  rctutti  of  the  fabbatb, 
that  I  might  be  tried  aiid  fearched...  I  was  now 
determuied  X^  leatve  the  plaoe;  I  was  joined  to  as  a 
tnember^  and  attend  his  minifiry  on  iabbath 
mornings^  as  what  I  beard  at  the  old  pdace  my  foul 
could  not  endure ;  it  was  like  iinginrg  fongs  to  a 
heavy  hearts  How  n>y  foul  bathed  tliat  daubing 
with  untempered  iportar !  that  pface  which  was 
fpoken  to  my  foul  when  God  had  fpoken.  no  peace ! 
Blefied,  for  erer  bleiied  be  the  Lord^  who  has  de^ 
livered  me  from  that  empty  profeHion,  from  that 
fnare  of  the  fowler*  It  was  indeed  fovereign 
mercy  that  delivered  i»e  from  falling  into  that 
ditch»  where  the  blind  are  leading  the  blind ;  and 
I  was  ass  blind  as  any  one  that  is  left  behind,  and 
perhaps  far  more  prefumptdom^  Pardon  this  di** 
gi-eiiion^  dear  fir,  for  Chri;ft's  iof  e  had  >uft  touched 
the  handle  of  the  lock,  ^liich  made  me  thus  wan- 
der. But  to  return.  I  we^it  on  fo,  I  think,  about 
a  year^  groaning  under  this  heavy  burden.  I  could 
not  unhofom  myfelf  fully  to  any  one.  I  fometinies 
accidentally  fell  into  the  herald's  company  at  the 

G  ^ ;  and,  as  I  wiftied  much  \.o  have  fome 

convcrfation  with  him,  I  prefi^d  him  to  favour  me 
with  a  vifit ;  and  he  fatd  l>e  would,  which  raifed 
my  expe<ftation  of  having  an  opportunity  to  open 
my  mind  to  him.  But  I  believe  it  was  a  year 
after  his  firft  invitation  before  he  came,  which  I 
aflurc  you  tried  me  tiot  a  little.  The  firfl  time  he 
called  I.  could  not  perfuade  him  to  get  off  his 

1  horfe. 
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liorfe.  This  diftreffed  me  much>  ^nd  I  Concluded 
that  no  one  cared  for  my  foul,  and  fo  gave  up  all 
thoughts  of  ever  having  an  opportunity  of  fpeak-^ 
ing  to  him^  unlefs  I  went  to  him  on  purpofe ;  and 
that  I  feared  would  be  deemed  too  great  a  free- 
dom ;  and,  befides,  I  was  afraid  that  I  ^ould  not 
l)e  able  to  make  him  to  underftand  me,  nor  ht 
able  to  point  my  cafe  out  fo  bad  as  it  really  was  < 
and,  ihould  that  be  the  cafe,  I  ihould  be  deprived 
of  receiving  a  faithful  fentence  from  his  mouth. 
I  believe  he  read  my  condemnation  in  my  face^ 
which  ufed  to  make  me  tremble  from  head  to 
foot.  When  I  faw  him  come  down  from  the  pul-- 
pit  flairs  I  thought  he  looked  at  me  as  if  he  wiihed 
I  would  never  enter  the  chapel  more.  I  think  it 
was  about  a  month  after  this,  one  fabbath  mom- 
ing,  he  had  been  cutting  and  condemning  me  till 
I  thought  I  was  almofl  in  the  bottomlefs  pit.  I 
could  no  longer  refrain^  and  therefore  went  to  him 
into  the  veltry.  He  received  me  kindly,  and  gave 
me  liberty  to  tell  him  all  I  wiihed ;  and,  to  my 
great  furprife,  he  told  me  he  really  believed  the 
Lord  had  begun  a  work  on  my  foul,  and  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  was  leading  me  to  a  fight  and  fenfe 
of  my  Aate  by  nature,  and  giving  me  to  fee  that 
without  Chrift  I  could  do  nothing.  What  I  felt 
at  hearing  this  I  cannot  exprefs ;  it  was  like  life 
fl^om  the  dead.  I  did  not  lofe  my  burden,  but  I 
felt  a  gleam  of  hope  from  this  confideration,  that, 
if  it  was  the  Lord's  work,  I  was  not  beyond  the 

reach 
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reach  of  mercy.  1  could,  from  this  time,  tell  him 
my  whole  heart  and  foul  without  any  referve;  and 
he  was  the  only  perfon  to  whom  I  could.  And 
many  words  has. he  fpoken  to  me  in  private  whicli 
have  helped  me  with  a  little  help-  whoi  I  have 
thought  I  was  near  upon  the  borders  of  defpair* 
He  once  preached  from  thefe  words  in  Malachi  x 
**.  Behold,  I  Vvill  fend  my  meflenger,  and  he  fliall 
prepare  the  way  before  me :  and  the  Lord,  whom 
ye  foek,  ihall  fuddenly  come  to  his  temple ;  evca 
the  Meffenger  of  the  covenant,  whom  ye  delight 
in :  behold,  he  fhall  furely  come,  faith,  the  Lord 
of  Hofls,'*  Under  thiy  fisrmon  I  feemed  to  have 
a  glirapfe  of  the  perfon  of  Chrift.  I.  could  not 
tell  what  it  was  then.  I  think  it  had  fbme  efFcdl 
in  attra6ling  my  affections,  for  I  loA  my  burdea 
for  feveral  days ;  and,  though  it  was  not  attended 
with  any  appropriating  faith,  yet  it  produced  a  joy 
in  my  foul  which  I  had  not  felt  before. '  I  nurfed 
this  frame  till  I  loft  it,  and  my  Ijurden  returned . 
heavier  than  ever.  Yet  I  cannot  help  thinking 
but  that  was  the  feafon  that  ChriH  knit  my  affeo^ 
tions  to  himfelf;  and  it  was  the  only  feafon  of 
real  joy  that  I  ever  experienced  till  the  Lord  was 
plcafed  to  break  my  fetters.  As  I  before  obferved, 
my  burden  got  heavier;  and  I  found  worldly  cares 
got  fuch  hold  of  my  mind  that  I  was  bowed  down 
under  them.  My  memory  could  retain  nothing 
but  what  was  againfl  me.  If  I  attempted  to  read 
but  a  chapter  in  the  Bible^  my  thoughts  wero  like 

the 


tbe  fbors  eycB,  wandering  to  the  ends  of  thecartli. 
If  I  attended  the  word  pi-eaclied,  it  was  the  iame. 
And,  though  I  was  taught,  by  bitter  experience, 
fomfethhte  of  the  importance  of  <!he  truths  I  heard, 
yet,  if  I* tempted  to  pray,  though  I  Lnew  I  tnuil 
pcrifli.e^'criaftingly  if  the  Lord  did  not  give  me 
the  things  .1  felt  my  need,  of,  yet  heic  woridly 
CBxes  would  fo  crowd  into. my  mind  thkt  I  have 
forgot  what  I  came  to  God  for.  This  I  thoqg^t 
wras  a  black  mark  indeed  y  tliis  made'  itiy  1)iirdeQ 
iritoleiiable.  Hisminiftryftiircut  ttie  6(f  ih  thd 
blatter  of  faith .  He  wojdld  defcribe  dl II  felt ;  add 
fomlstimies,  under  the  ivbid,' .  I  wonld  hkve  a  Jittle 
gleam  of  light  to  feei./oiiiething  of  the  Spirit's 
work,  which  woiild  ij^ivt  rac  a  little  hope  that  I 
was  in  thefootfteps  of  (ho  flock*  But  he  was  fure 
hot  to  leave  the  pulpit  till -be  Jiad  pofitifrely  aiierted 
that  ih'  fvich  a  foul,^  nnddr  thofe  feelings,  th^te  was 
Faith ;  Which  was  like  ftrikirig  me  dead ;  for  1 
^was  well  fconviifced  I  was  quite  defiifuterof  that 
precious  grace ;  and  thefe  two  pafTages  of  fcripture 
were,  to  me,  quite  a  confinnation  of  it,  '  The  firfl 
jS'  the  words  of  Chrift  bimfclf,  Avhen  he  fays  to  his 
difciplesy  *^  If  yc  had  faith  as  a  graiti  of  mufVard 
feed,  ye  might  fay  to  this  mountain.  Be  thou  rc^ 
moved,  and  be  thou  caft  into  the  fea;  arid  it 
fliould  be  done."  The  mountain  I  conceived  to 
be  unbelief.  The  Saviour  fays  the  muilard  feed 
is  the  leiift  of  all  feeds ;  and  I  drew  this  inference 
from  it— that,  if  I  had  the  leaft  degi-ec  of  faith 
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in  my  heart,  I  fliould  not  be  held  fo  faft  under  its 
power.     The  other  paflage  is,  what  John  fays  in 
one  of  his  epiflles :  "  This  is  the  victory  that  over- 
comcth  the  world,  even  our  faith/'     But,  with 
jiefpeft  ^o  my  knowing  any  thing  of  this  vi<ftory, 
my  confcience  bore  witnefs  that  worldly  cares  fo 
captivated  my  thoughts,  that  I  could  not  keep 
them  where  I  wifhed  them  to  be  for  one  minuta 
What  it  was  which  k^t  me  from  black  defpair  I 
Itnow  not^    All  the  hope  I  had  was  this :  when  I 
had  a  gleam  of  light  to  lee  that  the  path  I  was  in 
had  been  Jbnodden  by  many  who  liad  received  par- 
don and  peace  in  times  paft^  then  I  tliought  p^^ 
baps  God  might  fave  nie.     But  then  I  knew  not 
but  that  this  hope  might  be  cut  off;  and,  ihould 
this  take  place,  I  muft  be  loft  for  ever.     And  I 
Jived  in  daily  cxpedkation  that  this  would  be  the 
cafe.    At   times  I  fliould  fiiid  my  burden  get 
lighter^  at  leaft,  I  fliould  feel  myfelf  more  infenfi- 
ble  of  it.    Then  I  thought  I  was  in  a  worfe  litu- 
ation  than  before ;  and  I  fought  for  it  as  if  it  had 
been  my  chiefcft  treafure ;  though  I  knew,  when 
I  had  it,  it  almoft  made  me  diftradled.    I  laboured 
long  under  a  fliarp  temptation,  and  was  faying, 
like  one  of  old,  "  I  cKoofe  ftrangling  rather  than 
life."     Any  inftrumeiit  of  death  I  could  not  bear 
in  my  fight ;  and  was  afraid  I  fliould  be  left  to  be 
my  own  executioner.     The  Lord  ftill  held  me  up 
to  the  light,    and  to  a  fight  of  his  juflice  and 
foyereignty ;  and  I  faw  clearly  that  he  would  be 
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jufl:  if  he  condemned  me,  and  would  be  glorified 
in  doing  it,  for  I  had  procured  it  all  to  myfelf ; 
and  that  my  mouth  would  be  for  ever  flopped,  for 
I  was  under  a  threefold  condemnation— con- 
fdinpned  by  the  law,  condemned  by  the  gofpel,  and 
by  my  own  confcience.  But  here  I  felt  it  cut , 
(clofeil ;  the  thoughts  of  being  cpn^emned  by  the 
gofpel^  which  is  in  itfelf  good  news  and  glad  tid- 
ings^ and  ii^  which  is  revealed  a  Saviour,  who  I 
law  was  every  way  fufficient  and  able  to  fave  me. 
But  it  all  refted  on  the  a6t  of  his  fovereign  will ; 
and  whether  that  a6t  would  be  put  forth  in  mercy 
or  in  juilice,  I  knew  not.  Here  a}l  legal  hopes  are 
iiut ;  no  bottom  in  this  dungeon^  And  this  was 
the  place  where  fovereign  mercy  took  me  up. 
About  this  time  God,  in  his  kind  providence,  fent 
you  down  to  the  King's  dale.  You  were,  by  ap- 
pointment, to  fpend  a  day  at  the  G— — ,  and  I  was 
invited  to  meet  yqu  there*  My  cafe,  at  that  time, 
feemed  to  be  4G^perate,  I  had  been  for  fome  time 
in  great  fear  of  lofing  my  rationality,  and  was  fure 
it  mufi  take  place,  if  God  did  not  appear  for  me ; 
^nd  then  I  thought  I  ihould  be  left  to  curfe  and 
blafpheme  all  that  was  good.  This  cut  vnp  to  th^ 
quick.  I  was  truly  miferablc,  and  thought  myfelf 
not  fit  for  the  fociety  of  any  that  feared  the  Lord. 
I  thought,  if  they  did  but  know  ray  heart,  they 
would  fpurn  me,  and  efpecially  fuch  an  old  fer- 
vant  of  the  Lord  as  I  conceived  you  to  be ;  for 
which  reafon  I  had  a  deal  of  pro  and  con  in  my 
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mind  that  momhig  whether  to  go  or  not.  I  wanted 
to  hear  your  converfation^  and  others  whom  I 
knew  werei  to  be  there ;  and  gtad  ihoold  I  be 
could  I  have  been  ihtit  in  a  dofet  for  that  purpofe. 
Howeyer^  I  at  Idi  concluded  to  go^  but  with  this 
refolution,  that  I  would  by  no  means  whatever 
open  my  mouth.  You  were  almoft  a  Aranger  to 
me,  I  having  never  been  in  your  company  but 
once  before,  nor  ever  had  any  converfation  with 
you.  When  I  came  I  found  you  there,  with  feve- 
ral  others,  at  dinner,  and  I  was  placed  next  to  you. 
Even  this  circumftance  made  my  heart  ready  to 
burfi  within  me.  O,  thought  I,  did  you  but  know 
what  a  wretch  I  am,  you  would  not  endure  me  fo 
near  you  !  I  did  try  to  hide  my  face  with  my  bon- 
net as  much  as  I  could.  But  you  had  not  fat 
many  minutes  at  dinner  before  you  lelated  a  cir- 
cumftance of  a  woman  who  was  brought  under 
convi6tions  by  your  miniftry,  and  who  at  laft  was 
quite  deprived  of  her  rationality,  and  was  put  into 
a  mad-houfe  ;  and  her  huiband  faid  to  you,  *^  You 
always  faid  it  was  the  work  of  God  on  her  foul ; 
but  what  can  you  fay  now  ?"  You  faid  to  him  in 
anfwer,  **  And  fo  I  do  now ;  and  I  believe,  in 
God's  time,  Ihe  will  be  brought  to  her  right 
mind."  This  account  was,  indeed,  like  fewel  to 
that  fiery  temptation  I  was  then  under ;  and  no 
fooner  was  the  word  out  of  your  mouth,  than  my 
fenfations  were  fuch  as  •  I  cannot  defcribe.  I 
thought  I  even  feemed  as  if  I  felt  my  fenfes  going 
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from  mQ^    At  this  time,  if  I  had  had  aU  the  \rorkl 
given  me^  I  oould  not  have  helped  bnrfiing  into 
tears ;  they  canif^  indeed  from  the  abundant  grief 
of  xny  heart.    You  obferTed  me,  and  turned  to 
me  very  quick,  and  laid  to  me,  ^^  What  do  you 
weep  Sar}  Jefiis  Cbrifl  came  into  the  world  to 
feve  finners."  I  anfwered,  "  If  you  knew  my  ftate; 
and  what  a  wretch  I  am,  you  would  not  fay  fo  to 
me/'    You  turned  to  me  again,  and  faid,  "  What 
do  you  cry  for  ?**     I  made  no  anfwer,  being  deter- 
mined, if  poflfible,  to  keep  my  refolation.    You 
repeated  it  fcveral  times,  but  could  draw  no  more 
from  me,  till  his  Majefty's  herald,  who  was  pre- 
fent,  faid,  **  Sir,  let  her  alcme ;  perhaps  Ihe  will 
tell  you  what  the  metier  is  by  and  by/*   You  then 
left  off  noticing  me,  and  related  a  circumftance  of 
a  young  woman  who  for  fome  time  had  attended 
your  miniftrj'',  and  who  was  brought  into  great 
diftrefs  of  foul ;  one  who,  I  found,  frequently  vi- 
fited  you ;  and  that  Ihe  came  to  you  one  day,  and 
faid,  "  I  am  come  to  vifit  you  for  the  laft  time,  as 
it  is  of  DkO  ufe ;  all  is  over  with  me ;  there  is  no 
hope  for  me,  I  am  certainly  loft ;  I  have  neither 
ftrength  nor  power  left,  and  fink  1  muft."     You 
faid  to  her,  ^  Well,  girl ;  I  fee  now  your  ftrength 
is  gone,  and  you  are  brought  to  the  place  of  pro- 
mifed  deliverance ;  the  work  of  ftripping  is  done, 
there  is  nothing  left;  and  I  Ihall  foon  fee  you 
again  with  a  new  fong  in  your  mouth."    Thefo 
are  the  words^  as  near  as  they  are  brought  tp  my 
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recolle<9:ion  at  thb  time.    She  went  from  you,  snd 
I  thinks  if  I  am  not  miftaken^  it  was  but  a  few 
days  after,  as  fhe  was  attending  your  miniftry, 
that  the  Lord  appeared  for  her,  burft  her  bonds, 
and  delivered  her  foul ;  and  the  next  time  you 
faw  her  fhe  told  you  a  better  tale,  as  you  had  pre- 
diAed.    This  account  took  off  the  edge  of  thofe 
feelings  which  were  ccHumunicated  by  the  other 
relation,  as  I  thought  I  faw  a  near  refemblance 
between  her  condition  and  mine.    When  you  had 
related  this,  you  turned  to  me  again,  and  afked  me 
the  fame  queftion  as  before,  to  tell  you  what  was 
the  matter  with  me.     I  did  then  open  my  mouth, 
and  told  you  it  was  on  account  of  the  hardnefs  and 
rebellion  I  felt  in  my  heart.     You  then  ordered  a 
glafs  of  beer,  and  one  for  me,  and  faid,  **  Come, 
you  and  I  will  drink  together. "    You  afked  me 
what  I  would  drink  to  you.     I  atifwered,  *'  I  can 
drink  my  kind  love  to  you."  You  faid,  "  Can  you, 
from  your  heart?**     I  faid,  "  Yes."    You  faid, 
"  What  can  you  love  me  for  ?  It  muft  be  for  fome- 
thing  of  Grod  which  you  find  in  me ;  for  no  fout 
can  love  me  for  God's  fake,  unlefs  they  are  loved 
of  God ;  for  we  arc  to  be  hated  of  all  men  for  his 
name's  fake."     And  you  added,  "  As  fure  as  the 
Lord  liveth,  fo  fure  fliall  you  and  I  fit  down  toge- 
ther in  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  That  you  fhould 
fpeak  in  fuch  pofitive  language  to  me,  was  very 
ftrange ;  neither  could  I  credit  you  then.    You 
then  entered  into  converfation  with  me,  and  told 
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me  all  my  feelings,  as  if  you  had  been  privy  to  aH 
that  had  pafled  in  my  heart  for  three  years  back ; 
and  even  fonie  particular  things  which  I  had  been 
cxercifed  with  but  a  few  days  before,  which  I 
knew  none  could  know  but  God  and  myfelf;  and 
which  I  had  not  mentioned  even  to  the  King's 
herald ;  therefore  I  knew  you  could  have  no  in- 
formation of  them  from  him.  You  came  to  me  that 
day,  as  Chrift  came  to  the  woman  of  Samaria,  and 
told  me  all  things  that  ever  I  did.  And  fent  of 
God  you  was,  I  am  well  perfuaded,  by  the  blefled 
effedls  that  followed.  You  had  your  commiilion 
from  God  to  "  ftrengthen  the  weak  hands,  and  to 
confirm  the  feeble  knees;"  for  my  foul  was  re- 
freOied ;  and  I  received  a  confidence  at  that  time 
that  God  would  appear  for  me ;  nor  did  I  ever 
fink  fo  low  afterwards ;  and  it  was  about  a  month 
after  this  that  God  was  pleafed  to  appear  and  de- 
liver my  foul.  You  faid  imto  me,  "  You  fhall 
not  die  in  the  pit,  for  in  the  pit  I  know  you  are." 
I  Ihall  never  forget  this  interview,  nor  the  effedts 
of  it,  as  long  as  I  have  an  exiflence. 

When  the  Lord  faw  that  my  ftrength  was  gone, 
and  that  there  was  none  fliut  up  or  left,  then  he 
gracioufly  appeared  for  me,  and  made  the  miniftry 
of  his  excellency,  by  which  I  was  alarmed  and 
pulled  down,  the  means  of  bringing  me  forth  into 
the  light  .and  liberty  of  the  children  of  God.  The 
fermon  was  preached  from  thefe  words :  "  Thou 
baft  chaftened  me  fore,  but  thou  haft  not  given 
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flic  over  unto  death."  The  Lord  wrought  faith 
in  my  heart,  by  that  difcourfe,  to  believe  in  the 
dear  Redeemer ;  and  faith  brought  fuch*  joy  into 
my  foul  as  a  ftranger  intermeddleth  not  with.  I 
could  now  fay,  with  David,  that  God  had  turned 
my  mourning  into  dancing,  and  had  taken  off  my 
fkckcloth,  and  girded  me  with  gladncfs.  And  I 
really  think,  when  I  get  to  glory,  that'  I  (hall  ling 
the  loudeft  of  redeeming  love  and  fovereign  grace 
of  any  there,  I  muft  adopt,  as  my  own,  the  lan- 
gu^e  of  Mr.  Hart, 

**  That  finncrs,  black  as  hell,  by  Chrift 
Are  fav'd,  I  know  full  well ; 
For  I  his  mercy  have  not  miis'd. 
And  I'm  as  black  as  hell.*' 

I  have  lent  you  more  than  I  intended  when  I 
fat  down  to  write.  But  I  believe  every  fadl  was 
brought  to  my  mind  by  that  blefled  Spirit  imder 
whofe  operations  they  were  wrought  in  my  foul. 
Therefore  I  did  not  think  that  I  fhould  do  right  if 
I  fupprefled  any  part.  I  hope  the  homely  drefs  in 
which  it  appears  will  not  obfcure  it,  fo  as  to  make 
it  unintelligible.  I  believe  you  will  find  it  out,  as 
you  have  travelled  the  fame  path,  before  I  was 
brought  into  it.  I  prefent  it  to  you  with  this  re- 
quefl,  that  I  may  have  an  intereft  in  your  prayers^ 
that  the  Lord  would  pcrfeft  that  which  is  ftill 
lacking  in  my  faith,  and  continue  to  work  in  me 
to  will  and  to  do  of  his  own  good  pleafure ;  that  I 
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ixuiy  be  helped  to  deny  felf^  Md  to  take  up  the 
croTs  daily.  And  may  the  Lord  long  fpare  you  to 
be  ufeful  in  his  vineyard^  that  you  may  daily  fee 
the .  fruit  of  your  labours  in  efpouling  fouls  to 
Cbrift,  which  fliall  appear  the  crown  of  your  joy 
and  rejoicing  in  the  great  day,  when  you  flball  fay, 
^  Here  9m  I  and  the  children  which  thou  hall 
given  me/'  This  is  the  humble  and  eamcft 
prayer  of 

T)je  ILing*»  Dak;  PHILOMELA^ 


To  PHILOMEL  J,  in  tie  King's  Dak. 

As  I  have  heard  that  thou  waft  long  ia 
a  profeffion  before  it  pleaied  God,  by  the  mouth  of 
his  herald,  to  pull  thee  down  and  renew  thee,  I 
jhould  like  (if  it  be  not  too  great  a  favour)  to 
know  how  that  iirft  work  began.  I  know  that 
God's  work  is  perfect,  and  that  nothing  can  be 
added  to  it,  or  taken  from  it ;  and  that  God  dotb 
it  that  men  may  fear  before  him.  But  fometimes 
the  work  hath  fmall  beginnings,  and  goes  on  aW 
moil:  imperceptibly,   the  impreilions  not  beii^ 
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deep,  as  in  Job  and  Hesekiah,  vrho,  after  a  long 
profeflion,  were  led  into  awful  difcoveries  of  their 
own  depravity,  and  who  afterwards  were  favoured 
with  more  confpicuous  deliverances,  and  with 
brighter  views  of  God's  great  lalvation,  and  of 
their  intereft  in  it.  I  fhould  like  to  know  whether 
you  hgkd  any  fight  ot  fcnfe  6f  llie  plague  of  your 
own  hearty  the  natural  hardnefe  and  impenitency 
of  it,  the  infidelity,  the  rebellion,  and  carnal  enmity 
of  it ;  atid  if  yoU  were  exercifed  with  legal  bond- 
age, the  wrath  of  God,  and  the  terrors  of  a  broken 
law ;  the  fear  of  death,  and  the  torments  which 
attend  it;  all  of  which  the  ^nts  in  the  Bible 
complain  much  about  And,  indeed,  how  can 
thofe  be  made  free  who  are  infenlible  of  their 
bonds,  or  thofe  need  the  phyiician  who  are  not 
fick  ?  or  thofe  be  reconciled  who  never  felt  their 
enmity?  or  thofe  jeceive  the  lovfe  of  God  who 
have  neither  fear  nor  torment  to  caft  out  ?  No 
fmall  number  who  fland  high  in  their  profeffion 
are  ignorant  of  all  thefe  things ;  and  fure  I  am 
that  the  office  and  appointment  of  Chrift  doth 
not  reach  them,  for  he  was  not  fett  to  feed  the 
lull,  to  heal  the  v^hole,  to  fupport  the  ftr6ng,  nchr 
tQ  call  the  righteous*  He  was  fent  to  bind  up 
the  broken-heartdd^  to  open  the  prifon  to  theft 
thtft  were  boufid,  &c.  They  tell  us  that  they 
were  drawn  by  love ;  but  aU  that  God  l6ves  he 
rebukes  and  cbailens,  and  fedurges  every  foil 
whom  he  receiveth ;  and  dedared  that  th6fe  who 
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have  no  chaftifemcnt  arebaflards^  and  not  fons. 
A  reply  to  this  will  greatly  oblige, 

Dear  iiilerj 
Tour  willing  fcrvant  in  Chrift, 


The  Dcfcrt  NOCTUA  AURITA 


I  *m 


To   NOCTUA  AURITJ,  in  the  Defert. 


dearlV  beloyed  friend  and  brother 

IN  the  l«ORD  JESUS^ 

■ 

I  RBGBiVED  your  kind  epiftle,  and 
do  moft  fincerely  thank  you  for  the  fame,  and 
Ihafl  comply  with  your  requeft,  for  I  feel  a  plea- 
fure  in  fo  doing;  and  ihould  I  give  too  much 
fcope  to  my  pen,  I  hope  you  will  pardon  it.  To 
proceed.  My  parents  being  profeffors  of  religion, 
I  was  early  brought  to  attend  on  the  word  preach- 
ed, under  the  Rev.  D B .    He  being  a 

Calvinift 
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Galvinift  dlflhiter,  (and  I  believe  he  pveacted  tbe 
doctrines  of  the  gofpel  clfearly)  I  fat  under  him' 
till  I  was  in  my  twentieth  year ;  but  it  was  fixim 
conftraint^  and  not  out  of  aoy  love  to  it.  But 
during  all  thefe  years  I  attained  to  no  degree  of 
knowledge  of  the  do<^rines  I  heard ;  and  I  believe 
that  the  heathens,  who  never  faw  a  bible  nor 
heard  the  word,  could  not  be  more  bHnd  and  ig- 
norant than  I  was. 

But,  at  the  end  of  this  period  of  time,  one 
Lord*5  day  Mr.  B— —  preached  from  thefe  words, 
'^  O  Ilrael,  thou  haft  deflroyed  thjrfelf ;  but  in  me 
is  thy  help."  As  he  went  on  treating  of  the  firft 
part,  I  found  my  attention  drawn  to  it,  and  faw 
that  I  was  interefted  in  the  fubjeA ;  and  I  do  be- 
lieve there  never  was  a  truer  defcriptioh  given  of 
the  fall  of  man,  as  far  as  it  could  be  conveyed 
fiom  light  received  firom  the  letter  of  the  word, 
than  he  gave  at  that  time:  it  made  me  tremble 
from  head  to  fooL  I  believed  the  report ;  and 
clearly  did  he  ihew  how  &llen  man  was  under 
Ac  curfe  of  the  law,  and,  as  fucb,  obnoxious  to 
the  wrath  of  God ;  and  confciencp  made  the  ap- 
}dication  by  bearing  this  teftimony,  ^^  Thou  art 
the  man.'*  He  then  treated  largely  on  £nee  graces 
and  falvation  by  Chrifl,  aikl  ihewed  that  it  was 
only  for  finners  that  Chrift  died,  and  that  this  faU 
ration  became  ours  by  believing.  I  ihall  not  ^i* 
large  on  his  lermon,  but  tell  you  that  thefe  laft 
tidings  made  my  very   heart  leap  for  joy.    I 
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tiiOTU^ik^  yea  I  bad  iu3t:a  doubt^  but  LyriB  one  0f 
thofe  that.Oirii:  died  ibr,  becaufe  I  npw  faw  my- 
fdf  a  fioQer.    Oh  tfais  grtmod  I  qommeticed  a  be« 
liever ;  and  I  came  from  iftoder  th^  ifermoti  with 
light  on  the  whole  platix  of  ialvation,  atfd  as  fkm 
a  confidence  of  my  o^;^D  perfonal  iitterd):  thereid 
SB  d  poor  oreature  oouJd  h^ve.    For  two  fitghts  I 
ccmid  not  dofe  mj cftSy  mj^  joys  did  life  fo  high} 
and  all  the  free  invitations  and  uocondational  pffo« 
miies  of  the  gofpel  kept .  flowing  mf o  my  nsitid. 
I  thonght  i  wa8  in  a  new  world  i  (he  world 
was  i^dw  nodhing  to  roe,  and  I  wanted  fo  die^ 
ihat  I  vhi^ht be  out  of  it.  'I  coilld  ttot  psty  thd 
IctSi  attention  to  ahy  wbddly  afiairs  for  three 
W^ekd.    1  once  went  to  Mr-  B— — ^  and  told  Um 
how  hi$  miniftry  had  been  bfefied  to  vm,  and  wd 
ttjoioed  together ;  and  my  woodgrfbl  convetfion 
was  blazed  ab)K)ad  far  and  near*    I  lat  under  hift 
miniftry,  I  think,  about  fix  years. 

My  joys  at  length  weni  not  quke  fo  high.  After 
liie  time  mentioned  abote  theybc^n  to  abater 
which  I  thought  to  be  ftiauge ;  bot  I  went  to  my 
father,  and  told  him  how  it  was  with  me,  and  be 
told  me  that  all  thofe  who  were  w&Udng  in  tike 
wayd  of  Gkxl  found  it  fo,  and  I  f&ocidd  only  main-^ 
tain  ti!nA  keep  my  comfort  in  a  way  of  religion; 
Indeed  he  waa  a  good  nurfe  to  me,  and  yery  high 
I  was  in  his  eifteem,  but  not  mdre  fo  than  he  wn 
iftk  mine.  I  had  no  feiall  fliape  of  joy,  at  feafonS) 
fer  the  fpaoe  of  a  year  and' an  half.    Aboat  this 

time 
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time  thefe  wordi  were  brought  ftidd^nly  to  my 

mind,;  and  that  with  pciwer :  ^  And  I  will  ctofe 

you  to  pafd  under  the  rod^  and  I  wil}  bring  yoa 

into  the  bond  of  the  covenant/'    I  was  milch 

perjrfexed  at  this,  and  thought  what  rod  had  i 

got  to  pafs  under?   And  I  thought  I. was  (kh 

eno'ogh  in  the  bond  of  the  covenant  ahready. 

However^  about  fix  months  after  this  I  was  Tiiited 

with  fevere  afHi(!itions^  which  fo  weakened  niy  ta« 

bemade,  and  the  faculties  of  my  foul,  that  at  times 

I  was  incapable  of  thinking,  contemplating,  or  any 

thing  elfe.     But  this  I  conje<^ured  to  be  the  £aL* 

filment  of  the  firft  part  of  the  foregoing  promiie 

which  the  Lord  fent  to  mt.    From  that  time  my 

joys  declined ;  but  my  confidence  flill  remained 

unfhaken  as  to  the  reality  of  the  work.     At  times 

I  can  recoiled):  that  there  was  fometfaing  within 

me  that  would  whifper  that  •*  all  was  not  right  at 

the  bottom/*  But  this  voice  was  foon  hufhed  and 

imothered,  by  being  attributed  to  other  caafes^ 

Viz*  the  devil  and  the  power  of  unbelief,  which  I 

was  taught  to  refift.     Indeed,  I  had  (o  many  to 

build  The  up  in  this  my  conftdence,  ^at  it  was  no 

wonder  I  ftood  my  ground ;  and  I  had  as  high  an 

opinion  of  myfelf  as  others  had  of  me,  which  only 

fed  my  pride.    Having  fat  under  the  aforefaid  in<* 

fhrument  about  fix  years,  he  lefl  his  charge  to  tak/ft 

another;  and  in  his  flead  came  the  Rev.  G 

T  He  was  (to  my  view)  as  found  in  the 

do<^nes  of  the  gofpel  as  the  other^  and  I  much 

approved 
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approved  of  his  miniftry,  and  fat  under  it,  I  think, 
about  four  years.  At  this  time  Imarried,  and  Pro- 
vidence fixed  my  habitation  in  this  place,  where 

I  fat  under  the  miniflry  of  J-^ M ,  and 

was  much  delighted  with  the  fame;  as  he  was  not 
inferior  to  hira  I  left.  After  feme  time  I  heard  that 
Mr.  Jenkins  preached  in  a  very  lingular  way;  but, 
as  I  heard  he  preached  the  dodrines  oif  the  gofpel, 
I  thought  I  would  go  and  hear  him ;  for  I  affure 
you  from  thefe  I  never  deviated  in  judgment,  for 
all  my  religion  lay  in  the  belief  of  them.  But  I 
now  know  that  my  religion  would  not  ftand  the 
fieiy  teft.  But  fure,  if  it  had  been  God*8  genuine 
work,  it  could  not  have  been  overthrown ;  for  what 
he  does  is  done  for  ever.  But  a  ftormy  wind 
has  rent  this  wall ;  and  when  it  fell  there  was  not 
left  fo  much  as  one  ftone  upon  another  that  was 
not  thrown  down.  O  Sir !  to  think  how  many 
that  are  called  Ihepherds,  and  whole  flocks  under 
them,  arc  rcjfting  Ihort  of  the  things  that  accom- 
pany falvation,  is  a  fore  trial  to  me.  But  I  muft 
leave  this  part  of  the  Saviour's  government  with 
him  who  is  wonderful  in  counfel,  and  Excellent  in 
working ;  but  cannot  get  rid  of  my  feelings  for 
thofe  who  are  {o  near  to  me.  Adieu ;  and  may 
God  reward  your  kindnefs  to  the  chicfeft  6f  all 
finners.     So  prays 

Yours  in  the  hope  of  the  gofpel. 

The  King  8  Dale.  PHILOMELA. 

To 
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To   PHILOMELA,  in  the  King's  Dale, 


DEAR  SISTER  IK  CHRIST, 

S 

YouHs  came  fafe  to  haiid;  and  I 
have  confidered  it,  and  I  will  by  no  means  fay 
that  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael  had  no  hand  in  the 

work  defcribed  in  your  narrative.  But  this  I  muft 
confefs,  that  evangelical  repentance,  which  to  my 
view  is  eflential  to  falvatioo,  is  not  in  the  account. 
The  new  wine  was  put  into  an  old  bottle;  and^ 
where  this  is  the  cafe,  pride  will  burft  the  bottle, 
and  the  wine  will  run  out,  and  the  old  botde  muft 
perilh.  I  mean,  that  yolir  joys  were  not  received 
into  an  humble,  broken,  and  contrite  heart.  God 
hath  promifed  to  give  us  a  new  heart,  as  well  as  a 
new  fpirit ;  and,  when  the  new  wine  is  put  into  a 
new  bottle,  both  are  preferved.  However,  the 
ilony  heart  Ihall  be  taken  away,  and  it  (hall  be 
deftroyed,  as  well  as  the  other  parts  of  the  body 
of  fins,  for  our  old  man  was  crucified  with  Chrift ; 
and,  under  the  operation  of  the  Spirit's  renewing 
power,  the  body  of  fins  Ihall  be  put  off. 

Repentance  is  two^fold,  legal  and  evangelical. 
The  former  is  extorted  by  fears,  terror,  and  tor- 
ment,  and  is  always  attended  with  hard  thoughts 
of  God,  and  felf-pity.     This  is  all  the  repentance 

that 
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that  can  be  produced  in  us  under  the  law,  where 
we  have  nothing  before  our  eyes  but  our  own  fins, 
and  a  fin-avenging  God.  Evangelical  repentance 
is  drawn  forth  and  flows  out  under  the  fweet 
operations  of  pardoning  love,  and  is  attended  with 
a  believing  view  of  him  whom  we  have  pierced, 
and  with  mourning  for  him ;  and  this  is  accom- 
panied with  a  juftifying  of  God,  and  fyrapathifing 
with  and  condoling  a  fufFering  Saviour,  and  with 
felf-abhorrence :  and  fo  it  is  written,  "  From  all 
your  filthinqfs  and  from  all  your  idols  will  I 
ckanfe  you ;  a  new  heart  will  I  give  unto  you, 
and  a  new  fpirit  will  I  put  within  you ;  and  then 
ye  fliall  remenaber  your  own  evil  ways,  which  were 
not  good ;  and  you  Ihall  lothe  yourfelves  in  your 
own  fight  for  your  iniquities  when  I  am  pacified 
toward  you/*  God  appearing  pacified,  and  we 
fiUed  with  feIf*lothing,  is  the  finiihing  work 
when  God  brings  a  foul  into  covenant  with  him. 
He  accepts  us  in  the  Beloved ;  the  atonement  ap* 
plied  purges  us  from  our  filthinefs ;  and  God  ihines 
pacified,  reconciled,  and  well  pleafed,  in  the  fiice 
of  Jefus  Chrifl:.  All  repentance  but  this  needs  to 
be  repented  of,  but  this  never  does ;  for  Chrift  is 
exalted  to  give  this  repentance  to  Ifrael,  and  the 
forgivenefe  of  fins ;  and  this  repentance  is  unto 
life,  and  i&  attended  with  purifying  feith.  The 
very  text  that  was  fent  to  you  informed  you  that 
the  bumbling  rod,  and  the  bond  of  the  covenant, 
were  waating  in  your  experience.  The  rod  of 
7  God 
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God  is  fmiting  us  with  terrors,  horrors,  flaihes  of 
divine  anger,  reproofs,  rebukes,  the  lalhes  of  con- 
fcience,  bitter  refledtions,  and  finiting  us  with  the 
apphcation  of  the  threatenings  and  fentences  of  a 
broken  law,  and  with  the  fore  buffetings  of  Satan, 
and  the  killing  flings  and  remorfes  of  guilt  To 
come  into  the  bond  of  the  covenant  is  to  have  the 
love  of  God  fhed  abroad  in  our  heart  by  the  Holy 
Ghoft  given  unto  us.  The  work  bn  you  feems  to 
me  to  be  very  much  like  that  of  Hezekiah,  much 
joy  and  confidence.  And  no  wonder ;  for  at  that 
time  he  knew  nothing  of  the  plague  of  his  own 
heart ;  but,  when  God  Ihewed  him  this,  his  joy, 
confidence,  and  hopes,  all  funk  together :  "  I  faid, 
I  ihall  not  fee  the  Lord,  even  the  Lord  in  the  land 
of  the  living :  I  fhall  behold  man  no  more  with 
the  inhabitants  of  the  world :  he  will  cut  me  off 
with  pining  ficknefs ;  from  day  even  to  night  wilt 
thou  make  an  end  of  fne."  Ifa.  xxxviii.  11,  12. 
And,  indeed,  nothing  will  hide  pride  fix)m  our 
eyes  but  an  abiding  icnfe  of  our  own  depravity, 
and  of  the  fupcrabounding  and  undeferved  mercy 
of  Grod  in  Chrift  Jcfus  to  us.  May  this  religion 
ever  reft  with  thee  and  me.     So  prays 

Thy  friend  and  fervant  in  Chrift  Jefus, 

NOCTUA  AURITA. 

The  Defert. 


A    CORRESPONDENCE. 


LETTER    I. 
To  PHILOMELA,  on  the  Spray,  MoutU  Tabor. 

1  H£  lotig,  cold,  dreary  wiiitet 
of  my  beloved  fifler  in 'God  is  patt';  the  difmal 
dead  *  of  mount  Sinai,  which  hath  long  rained 
its  entangling  Ihafes  on  thy' foul,  is  riow  over  and 
gone;  the  hiding  place  from  the  impeAding 
ftorms,  and  the  covert  frofli  the  iiin&adful  tern* 
peft,  is  fotmd  at  Jaft;  "  being  vSret  with  the 
fhowers  of  the  mountains,  ihe  hath  embraced  th6 
rodt  for  want  of  a  iheltef."  ^  He  was  angry  with 
me/*  fays  Philomela }  ^^  but  his  anger  is  turned 
away,  and  he  comforts  me.*'  ^^  Ifl  his  favour  is 
life.  Weeping  may  endure  for  a'tiight,  but  joy 
Cometh  in  the  mofning." 

*'  The  flowers  appear  on  the  earth;  the  time  of 
finging  of  birds  is  come,  and  the  vokfe  of  the 
turtle  is  heard  in  our  land.*'  Ifrael  buds  atid 
bloflbms  as  the  rofe ;  the  lilies  of  the  valley  aJJ* 
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pear  among  the  thorns ;  thofe  that  have  long  lain, 
felf-condemned,  among  the  pots  and  potftierds  of 
the  earth,  obtain  the  wings  of  a  dove,  and  their 
feathers  Ihinc  with  bumilhed  gold,  while  the  voice 
of  the  turtle  bemoans  his  mate.  "  Nor  will  he  de- 
liver the  foul  of  his  turtle  dove  unto  the  multi- 
tude of  the  wicked,  nor  forget  the  congregation 
of  his  poor  for  ever."  Pfalm  Ixxiv.  19.  Two 
turtle  doves  were  always  offered  together  under 
the  old  difpenfation ;  but  one  was  never  offered 
alone.  Jefus  died  not  alone;  we  were  crucified 
with  him.  How  precious  is  the  facrifice  of  a  cru- 
cified Saviour  to  poor  periihing  finners !  and  how 
precious  is  the  lacrifice  of  a  broken  and  contrite 
hi^^  to  Chrift  Jefus !  Thefe  were  both  ofiered 
wp,  and  they  will  ever  go  together ;  as  in  type,  fo 
in  truth.  ...The  voice  of  the  heavenly  turtle  is 
heaid  an^  underitood;  and  his  approving  and 
cpfQEnaoding  yoice  to  his  mate  is,  ^^  O  my  dove, 
that  art  in  <  the-  cleft  of  the  rock,  in  the  fecret 
{>l^ce8  of  the  ^ira  1  Let  me  fee  thy  cpuntenaacc; 
^t  me. hear  thy  yoice ;  for  fweet  is  thy  voice,  and 
^hy  'QouDt^nanfie  is  comely,*'  Love  in  the  heart 
rtiviihe^  him,  fitd  truth  on  the  tongue  charms  bis 
htefled  ears;'  5¥hil6  a  cheerful  countenance,  te- 
fledted  from  a  joyful  confcienK^,  carries  all  before 
it,  and  lM;>lds  hin;i  a  willing  and  a  joyful  captive 
to  th^^cha^s  of  a  mortal's  affedlions:  ^^  The 
King  is  held  in  the  galleries.'*  How  humbling^ 
how  condefoending,  is  the  King  of  kings,  and 

Lord 
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Lord  of  lords,  to  bow  the  heavens  and  come 
down  to  manifeft  himfelf,  and  pay  his  divine  vi- 
£ts  to  rebels,  to  criminals  in  chains,  who  are  ihtrt 
up  in  unbelief,  in  legal  bondage,  and  in  the  ftrong 
holds  of  fin  and  Satan !  But  he  comes ;  and  ^'  his 
reward  is  with  him,  and  his  work  Ixifore  him.** 
He  enters  and  tak^  pofleffion  of  the  purchafe  of 
his  own  blood,  and  rejoices  over  the  trophy  of  his 
own  victory;  feparates  the  objedts  of  his  choice 
from  amcmg  the  reft  of  the  captives^  and  efpoufes 
the  foreigner.    What  a  brilliant  train  of  glory, 
majefty,  and  power,  attend  him  when  the  ever- 
lafting  doors  are  lifted  up,  and  the  King  of  glory 
enters  in !    Then,  we  b6w  t/^  his  foeptre,  fubtnit 
to  his  eafy  yoke,  embrace  the  heavenly  proolfma'- 
tioii,   and,  with  joy  uni^jeakaUe,  €ome  ovd^*  to 
the  divine  ftandaad';  while  the'  banner,  that  he 
has  given  to  them'  that  feat  him,  is  difplayed^ 
that  his  beloved  may  be  delivered:  fnom  that  fear 
and  torment  that  40  inore  bitter  thAn  death.    How 
wodderful  are  his  .wprks  to  the  childreri  /of  mea  1 
The  clay  lies  pafBve  in  the  hand  of  the  potter^ 
while  he  forois  the  broken  pitcb^  ioto;  atiDther 
veflcl,    as  it  feeniedi  good  unto  th<^  potter  to 
make  it    He  enl^htfens  the  ufidorftgnding  to 
behold  his  beaut}',  foitablenefs,  and  worth;  be 
renews  the  mind,  writes  the  law  of  faith  in  it,  and 
enfertaros  it  with  heavenly  things ;  he  binds  up 
the  faroloen  heart,  and  iheds  abroad  his  love  in  it ; 
he  pui^s  the  confcience,  ^d  endows  it  with 
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•evcrlafting  peace^  and  the  witnefs  of  omr  adoption ; 
he  informs  the  judgment,  and  inclines  the  will  to 
choofe,  embrace,  and  hold  fall,  the  better  part, 
that  cannot  be  taken  frpra  us.  Truth,  in  the 
love  of  it,  flows  in,  and  the  promifes  flow  in  with 
•theh:  richeft  blcffings,  in  all  their  fweetnefs,  power, 
Ipve,  and  joy  unfpeakable ;  while  the  blefled  and 
adorable  Comforter  opens  them  .up,  explains  them, 
.^and  applies  them  as  nails,  faftened  by  the  Mailer 
,of  aii^mblies.  He  alfo  helps  our  infirmities  in 
prayer,  teflifies  of  Jefus,.:and  pf  our  intereft  in 
Juip,  and  fills  both  heart- and  ipouth  with  a  thou- 
faqd  thanks,  btei|fii)gs,  an^  praifes*  ^^  This  people 
have  I  formed  for  myfelf ;:  they  fhall  fhew  forth 
mypraife."       ..  ,       .     , 

'  O  could  we, -continue  in  ihis  mount  without 
the  company  oflMofes;  and  EJlIaa.!  This  would  be 
heaven  on  earth*.  ^  But,  'alas  I  'how  'often  is  this 
fweet  enjoymeiit  of  his  company  interrupted*  So 
fearful  is  the  foul  of  6fiendiBg,«leil  he  fhould 
awake  and  depart;  what  weeping,  praying,  cleav- 
ing, and  f^riiggling  to  hold  fail,  when  he  is  about 
to  withdraw ;  and  what  tormenting  anxiety,  when 
gone,  for  fear  he  fhould  return  no.  more  1  Then 
comes  that  wicked  cbunfellbr,  that  enemy  of  all 
righteoufnefs,  with  a  *^  Where  is  now  thy  God  ?" 
But  he  returns  again  and  again,  according  to  his 
appointed  times  of  life,  and  revives  and  renews  his 
vifits  arid  his  work,  faying,  "  For  a  fmall  moment 
have  I  forfaken  thee,  but  with  great  mercies  will 
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I  gather  thee ;  in  a  little  wrath  I  hid  my  fece 
fix)m  thee  for  a  moment,  but,  with  everlafting 
kindnefs  will  I  have  mercy  on  tliee,  faith  the  Lord 
thy  redeemer."  So  fpeaks  the  great  Jehovah ;  fo 
fings  Hiilomela ;  fo  I  muft  fubfcribe. 

But  the  arch  enemy  will  lay  many  traps  for 
thee  in  thy  new  and  glorious  connexion,  in  thine 
exaltedfiate,  and  in  the  happy  enjoyment  of  that 
dignity  to  which  thou  art  fo  unexpeAedly  pre* 
ferred.  And^  as  thou  haft  been  fo  long  habituated 
to  the  legal  embraces  of  Mofes,  thou  wilt  j&nd  a 
felf-righteous  fpirit  within,  that  will  at  all  times 
bend  thee  that  way ;  and  there  will  be  a  cleaving 
to  him,  notwithflanding  all  the  hard  treatment 
thou  haft  met  with  from  him.  His  firft  wife  was 
a  Cufhite,  or  Ethiopian ;  and  ^  all  are  black,  but 
none  comely,  to  this  day,  that  are  wedded  to  him. 
Contending,  finding  fault,  curling,  and  aocufing, 
are  all  that  cad  be  expected  by  thofe  who  fue  not 
out  a  divorce  finoni  him.  His  embraces  gender 
nothing  but  bondage  to  fear ;  and  all  conc^ptioii 
by  him  is  followed  with  endlefs  foul-travail  and 
firuitlefs  labour;  and  the  whole  iffue  is  "  fruit  unto 
death,"  and  nothing  elfe. ; 

No  weddii]^  garment,  no  ring,  no  beautiful 
feet  with  fhoes,  omaipent  thofe  whp  abide  by  the 
fide  of  that  hufband.  ^^  A  bloody  huiband  art 
thou  unto  me,"  fays  the  Culhite,  ^^  becaijife  of  the 
circumcifion."  .  Then  flie  is  fent  back ;  and  how 
long  ihe  remained  in  widowhood  1 ,1(>npw  not^ 
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However,  her  father  brought  her  to  him  again  in 
the  wildemefs ;  for  I  do  not  read  that  he  ever 
went  after  her  himfelf ;  and  what  became  of  her 
afterwards^  none  know.  I  think  he  ftarved  her  to 
death  :  for  Mofes  gave  them  not  the  true  bread 
from  heaven;  they  ate  manna>  and  are  dead.  John 
vi.  32j|  49.  And  I  think  that  he  hath  ftan'ed  all 
the  wives  that  he  hadi  had  lince ;  and^  if  at  any 
time  he  gets  a  little  comfort  in  his  own  hear^ 
which  makes  him  appear  with  a  bright  and  cheer* 
fill  coimt^iancc,  he  is  fuie  to  put  a  veil  over  bis 
&cey  that  nobody  niay  look  to  the  end  of  it'  but 
himfelf.  2  Cor.  iii.  13.  There  is  no  fuch  thing 
as  living  witih  him,  nor  with  any  of  his  £imily. 
What:  a  life  had  our  poor  venerable  mother  Sarah 
all  the  time  that  Hagar  was  in  her  tent !  She 
wanted  to  be  the  prkicefs,  though  fhe  was  in  bonds ; 
and  expelled  that  her  fpurious  fon  would  have 
been  heir  both  of  the  promifes  and  of  the  home- 
ftall,  till,  by  an  order  from  the  higher  powers,  they 
were  both  baniihed  from  the  pavilion,  which  was 
i6  be  inhabited  by  the  legitimate  offepring  of  the 
free  woman.  But,  notwithftanding  all  that  I  have 
faid,  thou  wilt  get  into  thefe  legal  embraces,  veiled^ 
blinded,  botmd,  ftraitened,  barren,  lifelefs,  peevifh, 
firetftil,  rebellious,  hardened ;  yea,  and  thou  wilt 
even  cleave  to  thefe  things,  as  foon  as  ever  the  beft 
Bdovtd  hides  his  face,  withdraws,  and  provokes 
thee  to  jealoufy,  in  order  to  try  thy  love,  thy  faith- 
fidhefs,  and  thine  attachment  to  him ;  not  that  he 

may 
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may  know  how  thou  wilt  behave,  but  that  thou 
mayeft  know  what  he  hath  done  for  thee;  and 
that,  by  his  going  and  coming,  by  his  abfence  and 
his  prefence,  thou  mayeft  come  to  a  more  perfe6i 
knowledge  of  him,  and  at  a  more  familiar  ac* 
quaintance  with  him.  At  his  departure  the  ol4 
man  will  ihew  his  head ;  and  when  the  Lord  vi* 
fits  thee  he  will  creep  into  his  holes ;  for  he  h^ 
truly  a  night-bird.  He  cannot  endure  the  lights 
nor  fhew  his  head  where  divine  confolations 
abound.  But,  as  foon  as  ever  the  good  man  takes 
his  bag  of  money  with  him,  and  withdraws  from 
his  fpoufe,  then  the  owls,  bats,  and  evening  wolves, 
creep  forth ;  but,  when  the  fun  arifes,  they  lay 
themfelves  down  in  their  dens.  At  fuch  times  we 
muft  pray,  watch,  wait,  and  look,  even  ^^  from 
the  lion  s  dens,  and  from  Ae  mountains  of  the 
leopards;'*  for  at  thefe  feafons  the  legal  fpirit 
works  in  a  very  unobferved  way.  The  foul  fea<* 
fibly  feels  its  lofs ;  its  love,  joy,  and  comfort,  obaied. 
Giniequently  it  doth  not  perceive  the  Lord,  as 
ufual,  working  in  it  both  to  will  and  to  do.  What 
is  it  then  ?  Why,  if  he  be  not  working  in  us,  we 
muft  work  for  him.  Then  corruptions  rife  up^ 
and  interrupt  us  in  die  performance  of  our  tafk. 
At  this  anger  rifes ;  then  cdnfcietice  accufes ;  then 
unbelief  prevails,  and  hardnefs  of  heart  and  rebej-^ 
lion  follow ;  and  the  wrath  aqd  the  bondage  of 
the  law  come  on,  and  hold  faft ;  and  now  we  are 
difcontented^  and  fvet  at  every  thing,  even  againft 

B  4  the 
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the  Lord  himfelf.  The  more  difcontented  we  aie^ 
in  our  deferted  ftate,  the  more  we  ftrive,  being 
driven  with  a  hafty  fpirit;  and  the  more  we  ftrive, 
the  fafter  we  are  bound;  till  the  light  of  his 
bleffed  countenance  darts  another  healing  ray, 
tod  the  voice  of  peace  rebukes  and  becalms  the 
ftorm.  Then  the  Lord  returns  with  double  love, 
and  we  diffolve  in  double  gratitude.  Now  Mofes 
holds  his  peace,  and  is  content.  The  lion  fculks 
ofF  to  his  thicket,  and  the  old  man  faints  and  dies 
once  more,  while  we  look  to  the  crofs.  The  nails 
pierce  him,  the  fpear  lays  at  him,  the  cancelled 
debt-book  lilences  him^  and  God,  ihining  recon- 
ciled in  the  face  of  Chrift,  banifhes  him.  Our 
old  man  is  crucified  with  him :  but  crucifixion  is 
a  long  lingering  death,  and  the  old  man  dies  hard* 
He  is  of  the  fame  lineage,  and  in  the  fame  ftate, 
as  tne  devil  his  father ;  both  are  condemned,  both 
curfed,  both  are  deftroyed ;  and  yet  both  are  in 
being,  and  we  know  it  to  our  forrow.  God 
was  with  Jtidah,  and  they  drove  the  Canaanites 
out  of  the  mountains ;  but  they  could  not  drive 
them  out  of  the  vallies,  becaule  they  had  chariots 
of  iron.  To  keep  them  out  of  the  mind  and 
aife£tions  is  a  great  thing ;  but  to  root  them  out 
pf  the  heart  is  a  work  not  to  be  done  till  we  en- 
gage the  laft  enemy ;  I  mean  death ;  for,  though 
there  is  no  difcbarge  from  that  war^  yet  there  will 
be  a  full  difchaige  when  that  war  is  over ;  and 
then  there  ihall  be  no  mon  the  Canaanite  in  the 

houfe 


(    9    ) 

houfe  of  the  Lord  of  hofts«  This  encounter  com- 
pletes the  viftory,  and  the  crown  awaits  the  con- 
querors. Sin  and  death  entered  the  firft  paradife, 
but  both  fliall  be  debarred  the  fecond.  The  firft 
Adam  let  them  in^  and  the  laft  Adam  ihall  drive 
them  out.  O  long  looked-for^  blefied,  and  happy 
day^  when  and  where  the  inhabitants  ihall  no 
more  fay,  "  I  am  lick  !  *'  Where  "  forrow  and 
lighing  fhall  flee  away."  Where  we  fliall  fee  the 
luftre  of  a  million  fims^  who  fliall  fliine  on  us^  and 
fliine  through  us,  and  with  all  his  fulnefs  fatisfy 
u&,  and  that  for  ever  and  ever.    So  prays 

Thy  ready  fervitor 

The  Dcfart.  NOCTUA  AURITA. 


LETTER    IL 
To  NOCTUA  AURITAy  of  the  Defer i. 

I  RECBivsD  your  very  kind  letter ; 
and  may  the  Lord  reward  your  labour  of  love  to 
me^  one  of  the  moft  unworthy  creatures  that  ever 
the  Lord  condefcended  to  work  upon.  All  that 
you  tell  me,  concerning  what  are  the  effects  of 

cleaving 
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cleaving  to  Mofes^  I  have  found  in  my  own  ex« 
periencc,  in  the  conrfe  of  two  months  before  my 
journey  to  Gaffon's  Bower.  It  is  a  myftery  to 
me  how  I  got  there.  But  the  Lord  blcffed  the 
converfation  I  had  with  you  the  morning  we  all 
walked  in  the  fields  together^  and  gave  me  light 
to  fee  how  I  was  entangled;  and  I  believe  Satan 
will  never  bring  me  into  that  fnare  again.  He 
mull  come  in  a  different  way  the  next  time,  if 
ever  he  gets  me  there  again ;  which  God  in  bis 
mercy  prevent  1  However,  I  am  not  at  that  mount 
now,  and  dread  the  thoughts  of  ever  going  there 
again.  I  know  the  Lord  fent  you  to  Gaifon's 
Bower,  and  me  too.  It  was  a  happy  feafon  to  my 
foul,  for  the  Lord  was  with  us.  If  you  recoUedt,  I 
told  you  a  dream  I  had  had,  which  I  was  fure  was 
from  the  Lord.  What  was  moft  remarkable  in 
the  dream,  the  fabbath-day's  portion,  that  you 
faid  to  me  (in  my  dream)  I  ihould  enjoy ;  and  I 
dreamt  that  you  tried  to  encourage  and  to  com- 
fort me  under  .the  fore  trial  I  was  then  in.  It  was 
above  ten  days  before  you  came  down  that  I  had 
the  dream.  I  knew  I  had  loft  what  was  dearer 
to  me  than  all  the  world ;  I  mean  that  neamefs  to 
God,  and  communion  with  him,  which  I  had 
once  enjoyed..  But  the  other  part  of  my  dream 
"^as  fomething  I  was  expeAing  the  enjo5nnent  of; 
and  my  expe^ation  has  not  been  cut  off,  aa  you 
will  fee  by  what  I  will  relate  to  you.  I  had  not 
fet  out  on  my  journey  to  Qaflbn's  Bower  one  hour 
7  before 
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before  I  felt  fuch  a  fpirit  of  iiniting  love  fl€>w  into 
my  heart  to  thofc  that  were  with  me,  and  to  thofe 
I  expected  to  meet^  as  I  have  not  words  to  ex«* 
prefs ;  and  your  fermon  that  evening  in  the  bam 

was  a  feal  and  confirmation  of  all  that  I  had  felt. 

« 

It  was  the  new  commandment  indeed,  written  with 
the  finger  of  God  on  my  heart.  And,  as  I  laid 
before,  a  happy  feafon  I  had.  Mofes*  bands  began 
to  bmil,  for  I  could  be  holden  no  longer  with 
them  ;  and  from  Elijah's  cave  in  the  wildemefs  I 
was  brought,  and  God  has  put  me  into  the  cleft 
of  the  rock,  the  fweet  place  you  told  me  of.  I  find 
it  is  a  fweet  place ;  for  he  is  making  all  his  good-* 
nefs  to  pafs  before  me,  and  proclaiming  his  name 
to  be  merciful  and  gracious,  &c. :  and  what  I 
now  enjoy  can  be  nothing  lefs  than  an  eameft  of 
that  reft  in  endlefs  glory  which  the  fabbath-day 
is  a  type  of.  And  therefore  the  words  which  you 
told  me  in  my  dream  are  fulfilled ;  for  I  do  enjoy 
^^  a  fabbath-day's  portion."  The  Lord  is  pouring 
down  fuch  a  blefling,  that  there  is  not  room  to 
receive  it.  I  want  my  coaft  enlarged.  Jabez 
prayed  for  it,  and  had  it ;  and,  my  dear  friend,  do 
afk  it  for  me ;  for  I  muft  be  enlarged,  or  die  un- 
der it,  and  that  God  knows.  Surely  this  is  fing-^ 
ing  in  the  heights  of  Zion,  and  feeding  on  the 
Irigh  places.  I  hope  the  Lord  will  never  remove 
me  from  this  clcfl  of  the  rock  till  he  takes  down 
this  clay  tabernacle,  which  I  feel  to  be  fuch  a  clog 
a6 1  nevo:  felt  it  before.   What  I  enjoy  is  fome-^ 

thing 
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thing  more  than  faith  arid  hope,   though  tliefc 
abide;   but  it  is  the   greateft  of  all,    which  is 
charity,  or  love.    But,  though  it  is  thus  with  me, 
I  know  that  Satan  is  very  near  to  me,  and  would 
deprive  me  of  all,  if  he  could.     I  feel  fuch  fiery 
darts  from  him,  at  times,  as  I  have  never  expe- 
rienced before.    But  he  is  not  permitted  to  hurt 
me.    Chrift  was  manifefted  in  the  flelh  to  deftroy 
the  works  of  the  devil.    I  did  grieve  iadly  at  fome- 
thing  you  faid  in  your  letter ;  it  was  this :  your 
faying  I  fhould  be  at  the  old  work  of  cleaving 
to  Mofes  again  and  again.    But  I  fhall  certainly 
die  to  him  and  his  law ;  and  that  has  been  pre* 
dialed  to  me  in  another  dream,  which  I  had  the 
night  before  laft.     It  was  this:— I  dreamed  I 
was  from  home  in  a  friend's  houfe.     A  perfon 
came  in  to  me,  and  told  me  I  was  dead,  and 
tvanted  me  to  go  with  him  to  fee  my  corpfe, 
which  was  at  a  houfe  a  little  difrance  off.    I  was 
moved  with  indignation  againft  him,  and  told  him 
I  was  heartily  glad  f  was  dead,  for  I  had  plague 
enough  of  myfelf  all  my  life-time,  and  would 
not  move   one  ftep   to  view  my  own   corpfe; 
and  that  any  body  might  have  the  trouble  of  my 
funeral  that  pleafed.     Perhaps  this  will  be  frd- 
filled  when  I  can  fay,  with  Paul,  *^  I,  through 
the  law,  am  dead  to  the  law."     Pardon  my  trou- 
bling you  fo  much  about  dreams;  for,  when  I 
write  to  you,  I  cannot  write  only  what  I  feel.   I 
hope  we  Ihall  fee  you  foon.    I  have  every  indul- 
gence 
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gence  heart  can  wifh ;  I  me^n  that  of  attending 
on  his  Majdily*s  heralds,  wh<^  glorious  orations 
are  remarkably  bleffed  to  me.  Surely  "  the  lines 
are  fallen  to  me  in  pleafant  places,  and  I  have  a 
goodly  heritage."  I  affure  you,  when  we  all  get 
together  we  talk  much  about  you.  I  know  we 
all  feel  much  foul  union  to  you.  Pray  remember 
our  little  fifter  Moorhen ;  you  know  Ihc  has  no 
bieafte.  She  ha^  received  your  kind  epiftle,  and 
thanks  you  for  it ;  but  fhe  wonders  how  you 
found  out  her  cafe,  as  ihe  never  has  told  you* 
I  muft  now ;  conchide,  hoping  to  hear  from  you 
foon;  and  believe  nje  to  remain,      ,:   : 

W  '  .    f  ,  ^ 

Your  very  fincere  and  afFe(£lionatc 

J.J  '.»  t  ■•'  '  « 

-n^KW^.Daie.  PHILOMELA. 


/   •   L 


r 
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LETTER    Iir. 
To  PHILOMEL^,'  of  the  King's  Dak. 

■ 
■ 

I  HAVE  juft  received  mine  own 
with  uftuy.  The  bee  found  its  way  to  my  hive 
with  wax  on  its  legs,  and  honey  in  its  bag.  The 
promifed  land  ftill  flows  with  this  delicious  fare. 
Eat  as  much  of  it  aa  doth  thee  good  j  for  fuch  is 

the 
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ihe  knowledge  of  wifdom  when  it  enters  the  heart; 
**  then  there  Ihall  be  a  reward,  and  thine  expe6fai- 
tion  fhall  not  be  cut  off.**  I  am  a  tenant  at  will ; 
and  every  little  wind  that  ihakes  the  cx>ttage  I  am 
ready  to  take  as  a  warning  to  quit,  which  will 
haften  my  arrival  at  the  better  houfe  **  not  made 
with  hands."  And  I  am  the  more  inclined  to  en- 
tertain fuch  thoughts, .  as  our  Ifrael  at  large  begin 
to  loath  the  manna,  calling  the  weightier  matters 
light  fixxi.  For  fuch  condu<5i:  the  divine  refent- 
ttient  may  jujftly  appear;  yea^  and  will  appear,  to 
fend  *^  a  fkmine  in  the  land,  and  cleannefe  oF  ticeth 
throughout  all  their  tribes/*  The '  iHimberleft 
clouds  without  rain,  which  are  blowed  to  and  fro 
with  every  wind,  throughout  all  our  coafts,  are 
certain  pidudes  to  this  evil  arrow;  for  ^^  they 
will  make  empty  the  foul  of  the  hungry,  and 
caufe  the  drink  of  the  thirfly  to  foil."  But  even 
this  fhall  not  deprive  me  of  my  crown,  nor  fcreen 
their  backs  from  God*s  fcourge.  How  light  are 
thefe  bodily  afflidlions  when  the  dying  love  of 
Jefus  affords  to  the  weary  mind  a  downy  pillow  ! 
"  I  will  keep  that  man  in  perfeft  peace  whofc 
mind  is  flayed  on  me/*  This  is  making  all  our 
bed  eafy  in  our  ficknefs,  and  is  the  fweeteft  reft 
to  the  ioul  on  the  bed  of  languifhing. 

It  is  true  the  eye  of  faith,  in  the  ra3rs  of  the 
Morning  Star,  perceives  the  day-dawn  and  day- 
fpring  from  on  high  inclined  to  vifit;  and  the 
foul  fbruggles  hard  to  quit  the  dark  and  gloomy 

regions 
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legions  of  death's  fhadow.  As  the  radianoe  of 
itnmcnrtal  glory  fpreads^  the  more  precious  is  it  for 
the  eye  of  £iith  to  behold  the  fun.  This  is  ieeuig 
Him  who  is  invifible  to  all  the  light  of  mortals,  or 
to  all  .the  light  of  nature.  The  goodnefs  of  Je<- 
hovah  appears  in  the  land  of  the  living;  faith 
perceives  it,  and  draws  her  unerring  concluiion  to 
the  enlightened  mind,  that  ^^  he  is  the  faiieil: 
among  ten  thmifand,  and  the  altogether  lovely.** 
The  heavenly  dawn  fhines  upon  obfcute  pro- 
phecy, and  illumines  that  dark  place,  and  bringg 
divine  harmony  to  light,  where  carnal  reafon  had 
bred  the  worft  confuiion.  Confidence  puts  her 
hand  on  divine  veracity,  and  waits  till  ^ithfiihieis 
makes  the  promife  good  And  here  the  foul  faints 
unkfs  ihe  believes.  But  the  heavenly  dove  flut^ 
ters  in  the  heart,  broods  over  the  foi}l,  and  pro- 
duces hc^  and  expectation,  which  are  both  tht 
foul's  anchor  and  looker^ out :  the  former  flays  her 
from  finking  in  her  fainting  fits»  and  the  other  fills 
her  with  anxiety  till  the  defire  is  accompliihed. 
Thus  fiiith  fees  the  promifed  obje6l  at  a  difl^nce, 
and  a  divine  impuUb  on  the  will  bends  it  to  make 
the  choice,  until  the  imniortal  feed  of  electing  and 
everlafling  love  is  fhed  abroad  in  the  heart  by  the 
promifed  CooAforter  s  and  then  the  afFe<^ions  are 
all  called  forth  to  acquiefce  in  and  to  admire  the 
choice.  Now  the  Anciwit  of  Days,  and,  the  child 
whofe  age  is  an  hand-breadth,  are  no  more  at 
a  diftance* .  The  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs  and  the 

worm 


(    16    ) 

worm  of  the  duft  meet  together,  widiout  any  dan* 
gcr  of  being  fcorched  or  dried  up.  He  prefents 
his  fuffering  nature  to  view,  and  fhines  through 
it;  darknefs  palTes,  and  the  true  light  fhines; 
while  the  eye  fees,  the  ear  hears,  and  faith  feels 
the  word  of  life.  O  how  melting,  how  humbling, 
how  foul  and  felf-debaiing,  is  the  vifion !  And^ 
when  it  fpeaks  in  the  court  of  eonfcience,  then 
^^  the  juft  fhall  live  by  feith."  There  is  no  more 
fpirit'Iefl;  all,  all  is  drunk  up,  and  crucifixion 
takes  place ;  fellowfhip  in  his  fuiferings,  and  be- 
ing  planted  together  in  the  likenefs  of  his  death, 
is  both  felt  and  underflood ;  and  the  effe£i  is,  the 
world  becomes  crucified  in  the  viiion,  and  the  fin* 
aicr  is  crucified  to  the  world.  This  is  manifefting 
himfelf  on  earth  to  the  objedls  given  him ;  and, 
when  he  awakes,  arifes,  and  afceqds  again,-  he 
takes  the  heart,  the  afie6lions,  the  thoughts,  the 
defires,  wifhes,  appetites,  and  all  the  powers  of  the 
foiil,  with  him,  and  leaves  us  as  mere  fhadows 
without  fubflance,  machines  without  wheiels,  or 
as  automaton  figures.  We  may  fpeak,  and  that 
is  all ;  and  fometimes  not  that.  Whether  in  the 
body  or  out  of  the  body  we  cannot*  tell ;  God 
knoweth.  The  match  is  made,  the  knot  is  tied, 
and  Philomela  is  bound  up  in  the  bundle  of  life 
with  the  Lord  my  God.  The  bond  of  the  cove- 
nant has  encompafTed  her ;  and  all  that  he  loves 
mufl  live ;  for  the  true  light  always  conveys  dy- 
ing love,  which  is  his  healing  beams.    All  light, 

unattended 
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unattended  with  this,  is  ihort  of  the  ikving  health 
promifed  to  all  nations ;  for  there  is  neither  fal- 
vation,  health,  nbr  life,  in  it.  Bone  of  his  bone, 
and  flefh  of  his  flefh,  and  one  fpirit  with  him, 
and  complete  in  him,  and  without  fault  before 
the  throne;  thefe  arc  great  myfterieg.  But  I 
fpeak  concerning  my  mafter  and  miftrefs,  whole 
willing  fervant  1  hope  ever  to  remain.     Signed 

and  delivered 

t 

From  the  Defert.  NOCTUA  A0RITA. 


LETTER    ly. 
To  NOCTUA  AVRITA,  of  the  Defert. 

•  I       .  .  .  •  >       4  k 

I  REfcfiiVBD  yours,  afKFmy  heart 
rejoiced  when  I  faw  the  liaind- writing.  IknoW 
the  Lord  will  reward  yoii  for  your  labour  of  love 
to  my  foul.  It  grieved  me  much  to  filid  y6u  was 
laid  by  from  your  work'.  I  hope  ere  this  you  are 
about  again;  for  I  verily  believie  the  Lord  will 
not  keep  you  a  prifoner  long,  becaure,  under  him, 
there  are  fo  many  that'  are  looking  to  you  for  food, 
and  there  are  fo  few  xmder  Ihepherds  to  feed  them. 
Laft  week  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  vifit  my  taber- 

C  nacle 
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i^clc  with  a  difordcr  which  I  had  fome  appre^ 
henlion  would  have  taken  me  home.  But  he  has 
brought  me  back  again ;  for  what  end  I  am  at  a 
lofs  to  know.  I  want  to  be  gone.  I  know  there 
is  a  maniidn  prepared  for  me^  and  that  nothing 
Aall  ever  feparate  me  from  his  prcfence,  who  .is 
the  life  and  joy  of  my  foul.  I  know  now  what 
you  meant  in  the  firft  letter  you  fent  me,  after  my 
fetters  were  broken  off.  It  has  much  puzzled  me 
till  lately.  You  faid  that  fahh  was  come  to  me  by 
hearing,  ancl  hearing  by  the  word  of  God ;  and 
that  faith  would  ihortly  work  by  love ;  and  that 
love  would  caft  out  all  fear  and  torment,  and 
then  the  match  would  take  place.  Indeed  I  find 
it  fo ;  for  I  very  fenfibly  feel  the  effedts  of  union 
to  Chrift.  Well  might  the  apoille  break  out  in 
wonder,  and  fay,  "  fiehoM  what  manner  of  love 
the  Father  hath  beftowed  upon  us,  that  we  fhould 
be  called  the  ions  of  God.**  But  wte  Ihall  know 
more  of  it  when,  as  you  obferve,  we  ihall  fee  the 
luiire  of.  a  million  funs«  which  will  fmile  on  us, 
burn  in  us,,  and  ihiae  jtk^fMigh  us,  fbr  evermore. 
Thefe  expreffions^  as  it  were^  fet  my  foul  on  fire. 
But  thefe  words  come  to  my  mind,  where  the 
apoftle  iays^  *'  Ye  have  need  of  patience,  that, 
after  ye  have^  ^one  the  will  of  God,  ye  may  in-r 
herit  the  prpmifcs/*  And  I  believe  no  foul  ever 
needed  patience  more  than  myfelf.  I  find  you 
will  not  let  me  enjoy  my  fweet  morfel  without 
the  **  bitter  herbs ;"  you  mujft  bring  to  my  re- 
membrance 
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membrance  **  £he  wonnwood  and  the  gtli"  my 
foul  felt  under  Mofee*  yoke.  I  verily  believe 
that  fuch  a  man  as  you  can  certainly  divihe  $  and 
therefore  do  believe  what  you  fay.  But  I  am  not 
there  yet ;  no,  I  am  in  the  banqueting-houfe,  and 
his  banner  over  me  is  love.  I  afiure  you  my 
mortal  part  can  h^^rdly  fupport  under  it  I  knoi^r 
anybody  is  much  weakened, which  is  tiie  reafon^  I 
think,  that  the  Lord  will  not  keep  me  here  long } 
for  I  feem  to  live  entirely  above.  I  have  enjoyed 
much  fatisfadtion  in  the  company  tff  the  citizen 
who  was  lately  at  the  vicarage,  I  feel  union  of 
heart  with  him.  He  feems  truly  contrite.  I  pray 
the  Lord  to  appear  for  him,  and  heal  the  breaches 
which  are  made  in  his  fpirit,  and  reftore  to  hint 
health  and  cure.  I  hope  we  fliall  fee  you  ere 
long  in  the  King's  dale.  Your  kind  expreffion* 
of  love  in  Chrift  Jelus  towards  us  I  really  believe, 
for  you  have  fhewn  it ;  and  I  am  fure  that  the 
fame  bond  holds  lis  to  each  other  that  holds  us  to 
Chrift  our  head.  His  Majefty*s  herald,  I  believe, 
is  well.  My  foul  was  fweetly  fed  yefterday  imder 
his  excellent  oration.  I  wiftied  hinj  to  continue 
his  found  till  midnight.  I  believe  I  Ihould  not 
have  fallen  down  with  fleep.  He  brought  forth 
milk  and  ilrong  meat,  that  eaeh  might  have  a  por* 
lion  in  due  feafon.  I  really  think  he  has  had  much 
of  the  power  and  prefence  of  God  with  him  ever 
iince  the  meeting  of  our  folemn  affembly  in  the 
tarn  and  the  hower.     Every  time  the  Lord  fend$ 

C  2  you 
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you  among  us  you  confinn  and  firengthen  the 
work  on  our  fouls  done  by  the  King*s  herald.  So 
you  fee  that  felf-intereft  is  one  motive  of  our  wiih- 
Uig  to  fee  you.  However,  I  believe  one  may  fay 
for  many,  that  we  love  you  dearly  in  the  Lord 
Jefus  as  you  do  us.  I  ihould  be  glad  to  hear  from 
you  as  foon  as  convenient.  My  other  half  defires 
to  be  kindly  remembered  to  you.  Muft  conclude 
and  remain 

Yoar  affedtionate  friend  and  lifter 

in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 

The  King's  Dale.  PHILOMELA. 


LETTER    V. 
To  PHILOMELA,  of  the  King's  Dak. 

Bblovbd  of  God,  thine  epiftle 
came  lafe  to  hand.  The  tidings  are  good ;  and 
God  appears  faithful,  true,  good,  gracious,  mer- 
ciful, loving,  kind,  and  tender ;  mindful  of  his 
covenant,  and  pitifiil  to  felf-loft,  felf-condemned, 

and 
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and  felf-defpairing  linners.  The  bitteme&  of 
death  is  pafl^  the  fackcloth  is  put  ofF^  and  the 
beft  robe  is  put  oo*  He  bath  looiled  ^^  the  bands 
of  thy  neck^  O  captive  daughter  of  Zion."  The 
firong  hold  of  Satan  is  demoliihed^  the  prifon  of 
unbelief  has  yielded  up  its  prifoner  of  hope^  and 
ihe  that  fat  in  darknefs  ihews  herfelf.  Wonder- 
ful is  the  refi!irre(5Uon  of  the  foul  under  the  Spirit*^ 
quickening  and  comforting  operations.  When  a 
fenfe  of  divine  wr^th^  the  intolerable  burden  of 
guilty  the  fpirit  of  heavincfs,  begin  to  be  removed 
from  off  the  foul;  when  defpondency,  dejection, 
and  terrible  apprehenfions^  begin  to  fublide ;  the 
mind  fweetly  afcends,  and  every  captivated  and 
enraptured  thought  afcend  with  it.  Attra6ling 
love  from  above  draws  the  affe(£Hons  to  the  right 
hand  of  the  MajeHy  on  high ;  while  faith  deals 
with  dying  love  and  all-atoning  bloody  hope  cafls 
her  anchor  within  the  veil ;  when  charity  cafls  out 
every  let  and  hindrance,  together  with  every  rivaJ, 
and  paves  the  way  for  the  befl  Beloved  to  yield  to 
an  undiiTolved  union,  to  knit  the  marriage  knot^ 
and  become  one  fpirit  with  the  dear-bought  fouL 
O  wonder  of  wonders !     Adieu. 

« 

TheDefert.  NOCTUA  AURITA, 
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LETTER    VI. 


To  NOCTUJ  JURITA,  in  the  Dtfert. 


I  HAVE  not  words  to  exprefs  my 
thankfulnefs  for  the  favours  you  are  heaping  upon 
me*  My  debt  is  incrcafing,  and  I  have  nothing 
to  pay.  But  I  do  verily  believe  that  my  dear  Re- 
deemer will  give  you  a  full  reward.  Blefied  be 
his  name,  he  does  give  me  a  heart  to  pray  for  it ; 
/^  and  he  that  fearcbeth  the  heart  knoweth  what  is 
the  mind  of  the  fpirit^  becaufe  the  Spirit  itfelf 
roaketh  intercefiion  for  w&,  according  to  the  will 
of  God/*  Your  letter  came  as  a  broad  feal  to  all 
that  I  had  experienced  from  the  Monday  till 
Thurfday  evening  in  the  week  following,  when  I 
received  yours.  During  thofe  days  my  union  to 
ChriA  was  made  as  clear  to  me  as  ever  I  faw  the 
fon  at  noon<-day.  What  I  felt  in  my  foul  of  the 
eiFe(Sts  of  dpng  love  no  tongue  nor  pen  can  ever 
exprefs.  The, godly  forrpw  it  produced  in  my 
heart  mdted  it.  The  Lord  did  give  me  to  look 
on  him  whom  I  had  pierced,  and  mourn;  and 
this  diflblved  my  ftony  heart,  and  broke  it  in  a 
thoufand  pieces.  The  tlirce  verfes  of  Mr.  Hart's 
hymn  on  the  Prodigal  quite  overcame  me,  viz. 

The 
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The  predi^*s  retoniM, 

Th'  apoftate  boldand  bafet 
Who  all  his  Father's  counfeU  fpumM, 

And  long  abu$*d  his  ^pce* 

What  treatment  fince  he  came  i 

Love  tenderly  expreft. 
What  robe  is  brought  to  hide  his  iliame? 

The  beft,  the  very  beft. 

Rich  food  tlte  fervants  brings 

Sweet  mufic  charms  his  eait : 
See  what  a  beauteous  coftly  ring 

The  beggar's  finger  wears. 

My  joy  and  godly  foirow  kept  increafing ;  and  on 
Tuefday  following  it  rofe  fo  high,  that  I  was  in- 
capable of  attending  to  the  domefiie  concerns  of^ 
my  family.  I  covdd  only  go  about  the  houfe  faj  • 
ing,  ^'  Lord,  I  cannot  live  fo ;  I  cannot,  cannot. 
Do  take  me.  Thou  knoweft  I  cannot  bear  up  under 
fuch  mani&dations  of  dying  love.**  Surely  I  wa^ 
drunk,  with  the  new  wine  of  the  kingdom*  The 
Lord  did  make  me  fo  to  drink  as  to  forget  my  po- 
verty, and  to  remember  ray  mifery  no  more. 
Surely  the  Lord  is  preparing  me  for  fomething ; 
but  what  I  know  not.  However,  I  am  perfuaded 
I  Ihall  not  be  led  in  this  way  long ;  but  am  quite 
in  the  dark  what  will  be  my  path  next«  I  think 
he  is  either  preparing  me  for  glory,  or  I  (hall  be 
exorcifed  with  fome  fiery  trial.  However,  what  I 
experienced  this  laft  month  I  believe  no  tempta- 
tion that  I  Ihall  be  exercifed  with  will  ever  erafc 

C  4  it 
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it  from  my  mind.  I  know  now  that  Chrift  is  mine^ 
and  that  nothing  (hall  ever  feparate  me  from  him. 
I  am  faying  with  the  fpoufe,  **  A  bundle  of  myrrh 
is  my  Beloved  imto  me ;  he  ihall  lie  all  night 
between  my  breafts/*  I  am  truly  glad  to  hear, 
^by  a  friend,  that  you  are  better,  and  able  to  fol- 
low the  plough.  May  the  Lord  crown  your  la- 
bours with  fuccefs,  that  the  fallow  ground  of  fin- 
ners'  hearts  may  be  prepared  for  the  reception  of 
the  precious  feed,  that  the  incarnate  Word  may 
be  formed  in  many  hearts !  *I  IhaU  be  happy  to 
fee  you.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  I  have 
that  pleafure.  I  faw  the  King*s  herald  lafl  night : 
he  was  well.  I  believe  he  rejoices  to  fee  my  happi- 
pefs.  May  the  Lord  blefs  and  profper  him !  The 
power  that  came  down  upon  us  at  Gaflbn^s  Bower 
feems  ftill  to  remaip,  both  with  him  and  us* 
Surely  that  was  a  time  never  to  be  forgotten.  Our 
dear  fiAsr  Moorhen  begs  me  to  prefent  her  kind 
Jove  to  you,  and  fhe  thanks  you  for  your  kind 
letter ;  but  fays  you  give  her  too  much  encourage- 
ment, and  fhe  is  afraid  fhe  fhall  never  be  able  to 
write  to  you  again ;  but  deflres  me  not  to  forget 
to  tell  you  that  fhe  loves  you  dearly  for  the  v/ork 
pf  God  upon  you.  I  think  we  may  fay  of  her, 
as  Chrifl  faid  of  Nathanael  when  he  faw  him 
coming  to  him,  '^  Behold  an  Ifraelite  indeed,  in 
whom  is  no  guile !  •'  My  very  foul  cleaves  to  her. 
Precious  fhe  is  to  me,  and  dear  to  the  Lord,  I  have 
QQ  4oubt.    I  fhall  be  happy  to  hear  from  you  as 

foon 
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(bon  as  convenient  I  hope  the  Shonamite^s 
continually  coming  will  not  weary  you.  Let  me 
continue  to  have  an  intereft  in  your  prayers.  I 
believe  I  never  flood  in  more  need  of  them ;  for 
I  think  that  Satan  is  enraged  at  me^  and  perhaps  is 
laying  fome  fnare  for  my  feet.  Bray  that  the  Lord 
would  give  me  wifdom^  that  I  may  not  be  igno- 
jrant  of  his  devices.  My  paper  tells  me  to  leave 
off.    Believe  me  ever  to  remain 

» 

Your  very  iincere  and  afiedtionate  friend 
and  lifter  in  the  bonds  of  the  golpelj 

The  King-8  Dale.  PHILOMELiV. 


LETTER    Vn. 
To  PHILOMELA,  in  the  King's  Dak. 

Thy  iavoury^  undluous,  and  rap« 
turous  epiflle  is  fafely  arrived.  Nothing  now 
(fince  the  operations  of  her  late  banquet  on  dying 
love^  and  her  godly  forrow^  and  her  kind  recep* 
tion)  feems  to  be  wanting  to  complete  the  glo- 
;  rioua 


riouswork  of  converfion,  regeneration,  and  cf* 
pouiing  to  Chrift.  Her  eyes  have  feen  that  Jull 
One ;  and  ihe  has  wept  the  tears  of  heavenly  love 
over  him  in  his  dolorous  fufFerings,  which  hath 
been  attended  with  a  moA -joyful  and  aflured  fenfe 
pf  pacification ;  and  the  bleiTed  effed^s  were  felf* 
loathing,  and  fuch  felf- abhorrence  as  is  tiot  to  be 
defcribed.  This  is  a  fecret  which  is  peculiar  to 
the  eleft  of  God,  when  the  eternal  union  be- 
tween Chrift  and  the  efpoufed  foul  takes  place ; 
and  is  what  no  hypocrite  ever  attained,  and  what 
no  minifter  of  the  letter  could  ever  defcribe.  No- 
thing now  feems  to  be  lacking  in  my  dear  lifter  s 
faith ;  fhe  comes  behind  in  no  gift,  waiting  for 
the  coming  of  the  Son  of  God.  She  comprehends, 
with  all  faints  that  have  gone  before,  both  the 
height  and  depth  of  boundlefs  love,  which  pafleth 
knowledge.  The  Lord  hath  given  her  his  fure 
tokens,  and  the  things  that  accompany  falvation  ; 
fo  that  in  all  things  Ihe  hath  proved  herfelf  clear 
in  this  great  matter.  Henceforth  there  can  be  no 
enchantment  againft  Philomela;  no  divination 
againft  this  daughter,  of  Abraham.  I  certainly 
fhall,  according  to  my  firft  predi6Uoh,  fee  her  in 
the  kingdom  of  God  above.  This  foul-diffolving 
unioil,  this  fellowihip  with  Chrift  in  his  fufFer- 
ings,  and  being  made  conformable  unto  his  death 
in  it,  is  the  moft  noble,  the  moft  foul-enriching 
and  foul-eftabliftiing  work  of  the  holy  Spirit  of 
prtmiife  ^  and  the  fenfations  of  the  foul  under  it 
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produces  the  choiceft  experience  that  ever  raifed 
a  foul  to  hope.  It  lifts  things  to  the  bottom,  and 
brings  all  things,  yea  even  life  and  immortality 
itfelf,  to  light  in  the  fouh  The  poor  finner  ap- 
pears in  all  his  worft  colours,  and  Jefus  the  faireft 
among  ten  thoufand.  Not  an  angel  in  heaven 
was  ever  favoured  with  fuch  a  view,  nor  is  there 
an  angel  in  heaven  that  ever  felt  fuch  a  feniation ; 
for  Chrift  took  not  on  him  their  nature,  nor  were 
they  ever  efpoufed  to  him.  O  the  unparalleled 
meeknefs,  contrition,  fubmiffion,  and  refignation, 
that  is  fek  in  the  heart  of  the  poor  creature  when 
the  ring,  the  robe,  and  the  fatted  calf,  are  brought 
ferth  1  How  the  foul  is  fettled  and  fixed,  fo  as 
not  to  leave  room  for  a  doubt,  a  fcruple,  an  if,  or 
a  but;  for  it  is  affuring  us,  and  fealing  us  up  to 
the  day  of  eternal  redemption. 

The  Lord  certainly  is  preparing  thee  for  fome*- 
thing,  my  filler.  And  wouldft  thou  know  what 
it  is  ?  Why,  *^  Abraham  made  a  great  feaft  the 
day  that  Ifaac  was  weaned.**  After  this  the  breaft 
is  put  up,  and  a  little  UtUf  aloes  is  rubbed  upon 
it,  infomuch  that  every  fweet  drop  is  followed 
with  bitterneife,  which  I  call  one  of  the  worft  per- 
fumes that  fcent  the  Saviour  s  robes :  ^'  All  his 
garments  fmell  of  m)Trh,  aloes,  and  caffia.**  Thy 
laft  letter  explained  the  myrrhy  which  is  love^  for 
that  always  ftands  lirft ;  and  ahes  is  the  next  to 
it,  which  thy  next  letter  will  fmell  of  more  or  left. 
E^sekid's  roll  and  J(^n*s  little  book  had  th^e 
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ccmpofitions  in  them.  You  may  call  them  bitter 
fweets;  for  they  both  agree  in  their  confcllions 
upon  this  matter :  "  It  was  in  my  mouth  fweet  as 
honey,  and  when  I  had  eaten  it  my  [heart]  belly 
was  bitter.'*  When  the  fuckling  times  are  over, 
the  lamb  is  taken  out  of  the  bofom  and  turned 
adrift,  being  ordered  to  go  behind,  and  to  follow 
the  fhepherd.  This  treatment  is  dreadful,  and 
what  was  never  expe6led.  And  now,  inftead  of 
the  word  affording  fincerc  milk,  it  is  a  dry  breaft. 
The  little  one  finds  no  fpoon  meat,  no  bearing 
upon  the  fides,  no  kifles  from  the  lips,  no  fmiles 
from  the  face,  no  anfwers  to  their  requeft. 

^*  As  one  whom  his  mother  comforteth,  fo  will 
r  comfort  you/'  And  all  this  is  true.  But  the 
mother  puts  the  laft  child  down  upon  its  feet 
among  the  reft,  to  make  room  upon  the  knee  for 
the  new  comer.  ^*  I  have  fed  you  with  milk,  and 
not  with  meat,  for  hitherto  ye  were  not  able  to 
bear  it.  In  fimplicity  be  ye  children,  but  in  un- 
derftanding  be  men.'*  Ayj  fays  Philomela ;  but 
iny  foul  defires  the  firft  ripe  fruit.  What  Ihall  I 
do  when  there  is  no  clufter  to  eat  ?  Ay,  but  there 
is  food :  "  I  will  fend  paftors  after  my  own  heart, 
that  fliall  feed  you  with  knowledge  and  tmder- 
ftanding/'  Not  fo :  ^'  How  can  the  children  of 
the  bride-chamber  faft  while  the  bridegroom  is 
with  them  ?"  True :  '^  But  the  days  will  come 
when  the  bridegroom  Ihall  be  taken  away  from 
them,  and  then  Ihall  they  faft  in  thofe  days." 

But 


/ 
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Bat  is  he  not  to  gathex  the  lambs  with  his  arms^ 
and  to  carry  them  in  his  bofom?  Ye^:  but^ 
after  they  are  one  ^jear  old^  they  are  not  called 
hmJ^y  hxxtfieep. 

•*^  The  ranw  of  Ndbaioth  muft  minifter  unto 
hiai.'*  When  he  pijts  forth  his  own  Iheep  he 
goes  before  them^  and  they  muft  hearken  to  his 
voice,  and  follow  him.  But  thofe  that  are  ewesi 
great  with  young,  muft  rely  on  his  power^  and 
hang  by  his  hand ;  for  he  leads  thofe.  But  the 
lambs,  which  are  under  a  year  old,  are,  in  the  ge* 
neral,  put  in  the  bofom,  under  the  ihepherd*s 
doke,  while  the  love  of  the  fhepherd's  heart  keeps 
them  warm,  and  the  girdle  of  faithfulnefs  and 
truth  bears  them  up.  But  after  this  they  are  put 
among  the  reft  of  the  flock,  and  taken  to  the 
fold,  upon  the  heights  of  Iftael,  where  their  fold 
is  to  be. 

A  man  newly  married,  according  to  the  old  law, 
was  to  cheer  up  his  wife  for  one  year,  and  not  to 
be  charged  with  war.  But,  after  this,  war  and 
bulinefs  muft  be  followed,  and  other  young  vir- 
gins muft  enjoy  their  efpoufals.  But  O  how 
Ihall  I  endure  to  fee  the  younger  daughters 
efpoufed,  and  enjoying  their  heavenly  nuptials,  if  . 
I  ihould  be  left  to  ferve,  without  a  fmile,  without 
one  propitious  look,  from  that  Sweet  One,  who 
hath  left  me  like  a  Ally  dove  without  a  heart ! 
Love-licknefs  would  bring  me  to  my  grave,  •  and 
jealoufy  would  fcorch  me  in  the  injured  lover^s 
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ilames.  I^  who  have  been  as  a  tabret,  and  ban- 
quetted  in  the  wine-cdlar  fo  long,  Ihall  I  evef 
come^  in  my  love-fickneiS)  to  beg  a  drop  ch*  an 
apple  of  the  young  daughters  of  Zion  ?  or  to  fay^ 
"  Stay  mc  with  flagons,  for  I  am  fick  of  love  ?" 
If  all  lies  in  the  following  prophecy  5  "  For  the 
Lord  hath  called  thee  as  a  woman  foifaken  and 
grieved  in  fpirit,  and  a  wifo  of  youth,  when  thou 
waft  refofed,  faith  thy  God*  For^t  fmall  moment 
have  I  foriaken  thee,  bat  with  great  mercies  will 
I  gather  thee/*  When  this  comes  to  pafs,  rebeU 
lion,  jcaloufy,  rage,  &c.  with  every  other  corrup? 
tion,  will  rife  up  and  fhew  themfclves  with  feven 
heads  and  ten  horns.  Ay,  fa3rs  Philomela  $  but  I 
hope  in  all  this  thou  wilt  be  a  falfe .  prophet* 
Amen  and  amen,  lays 

Thine  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 

In  the  Defert.  NOCTUA  AUHlTA. 
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LETTER    VIII. 


To  NOCTUA  AURITA,  in  the- Defer l. 


Si^of;  Philomela  leo^ivedijour  lad 
iavo^  her;  fotd  ha^  bce»  vexed  wtitb«%  li^u,  aiid 
flie  muft  ihew  it  to  yon,  beeaufeyou  are  tnade 
tnani&il  in  tny  coDicience  to  be  a  troe  prophet  of 
the  Lord«  Yoja  prophefied^  ia  yoar  dail^.that  my 
Icent  imtfi  be  .changed;  and  tliat^  as  my  gaiments 
bad  fmelled.  of  tkyrrhy  the  next  time*  I  tame  .taycm 
you  ihould  difcern  the  hitter  aloes  alfo«  Lkncw 
you.^ould  not  prove  a  fi^fe  prophet  to  me*  ^%t 
I  wiih  to  put  the  evil  day  far  from  me-;  and 'there-' 
fore  faid  I  would  not  behere  it  till  it  came  upon 
me.  However^  Satan  laid  a  fnare  for  mb.  He 
knew  I  bad  been  for  fome  time  in  the  banqueting- 
houie^  feafiing  on  the  feail  of  fat  things^  and 
wiaes  on  the  lees,  iuch  as  he  never  had  a  tafle  of^ 
nor  ever  will.  .  Tlie  dear  fouls  in  the  dale,  who 
are  on  my  heart  to  live  and  die  with  them,  fee* 
ing  my  happinefs,  and  I  can  keep  nothing  from 
them,  for  freely  I  receive,  and  therefore  freely  I 
mufl  give,  knowing,  by  experience,  that  "  there 
is  that  fcattereth,  and  yet  inci-eafeth,**  and  I  be- 
lieve Satan  knew  that  their  fouls  got  fome  good, 
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becaufe  they  covet  my  company ;  and  therefore 
he  came  to  me  in  this  manner:  he  iniinuated 
that  my  being  to  open  and  free  to  tell  them  how 
God  dealt  with  me  fpnmg  from  nothing  but 
pride^  becaufe  they  fhould  think  highly  of  me ; 
and  that^  inflead  of  their  eyes  looking  to  Chrifl, 
they  were  looking  to  a  creature^  I  thought  I 
could  appeal  to  confcience  it  was  otherwife ;  for 
I  knew  that,  if  it  were  fo,  it  would  bring  the  rod 
of  God  upon  me  in  fuch  a  manner  as  they  might 
fee  what  tticy  were  trufling  to.  For  a  few  days  I 
Ibund  it  a  great  burden ;  it  made  me  hate  myfelf. 
However,  I  made  a  refolution  that,  if  my  tongue 
deaved  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth,  I  would  no 
more  fpeak  to  them  of  what  the  Lord  had  done, 
or  was  doing,  on  my  foul.  This  was  lafl:  Thurf- 
day  week.  On  Saturday  laft  one,  named  Q  in 
the  comer,  came  to  fee  me :  ihe  has  attended  the 
orations  of  our  herald  for  fome  time ;  and  I  have 
often  thought  there  was  a  weight  on  her  mind, 
but  never  could  get  her  to  be  open.  But  now 
Ihe  could  hold  in  no  longer.  She  told  me  ihe 
had  read  feveral  proclamations  lately;  and  fhe 
had  alfo  obferved  a  particular  alteration  in  my 
countenance  of  late.  I  .was  lilent,  which  was 
enough  for  her ;  arid  (he  laid,  there  was  no  one 
(he  could  open  her  mind  to.  She  enjoined  fe- 
crecy ;  but  I  could  make  no  promifes.  She  gave 
me  fuch  a  defcription  of  her  cafe,  and  put  fuch 
queftions  to  me,  that  I  quite  foi^ot  the  refolution 

I  had 
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I  had  mttde  of  not  opening  my  mouth  any  more. 
She  dragged  every  thing  out  oJF  me  that  God  had 
done  oh  my  foul,  from  the  time  I  was  firft  wound* 
ed,  till  the  Lord  broke  my  fetters.    And  her  foul 
leemed  to  be  raifed  to  a  degree  of  ho|)e,  at  leaft 
that  there  might  be  mercy  for  her.    A  deep  work 
it  is ;  not  the  work  of  a  day,  a  month,  or  a  year ; 
though  God  has  permitted  it  to  be  kept  fecret,  and 
ihe  is  not  aware  that  any  foul  knows  it  but  myfelf. 
She  had  written  two  letters  to  our  watchman,  but 
burnt  them  both.     However,  I  ran  with  the  tid- 
ings to  him  as  foon  as  I  could.     She  cannot  keep 
it  much  longer  from  him.    After  this,  it  came  to 
my  mind  that  I  had  paiied  the  boimds  of  my 
promife.    However,  I  promifed  to  do  fo  no  more. 
And  now  you  Ihall  know  how  God  dealt  with  me 
on  Thurfday  evening  after.    As  foon  as  the  he- 
rald had  finifhed  his  oration,  fhe  came  to  me  at 
Bethel,  with  fuch  a  countenance  as  I  fhall  never 
forget.    She  was  too  fiill  to  fpeak.   My  confcience 
told  me  fhe  was  cut  deeper,  under  the  alarm  and 
warning  of  the  watchman  of  the  night,  than  ever 
fhe  was  before.    But  I  faid  in  my  heart  I  would 
not  fpeak  to  her.     I  only  afked  her  if  fhe  was  not 
well ;  and  fhe  went  from  me.    But  my  confcience 
imote  me,  and  cut  me  in  a  manner  I.  cannot  de- 
fcribe.    I  went  home  and  to  bed;  but  fuch  a 
night*s  lodging  I  had  !     The  devil  and  confcience 
made  fine  work  with  me,  becaufe  I  had  kept  my 
mouth  ihut  to  her  when  I  knew  fhe  came  to  me 
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£x  f}inpathy.  I  think  I  would  have  given  fifty 
pounds  if  I  could  have  got  up  in  the  night  and 
gone  to  her ;  but  fhe  was  too  far  off.  However^ 
I  found  my  mind  at  liberty  in  the  morning  to 
write  her  a  letter,  which  I  did,  and  fent  it  her  di- 
redlly.  On  the  feafl  day  at  even  fhe  came  to  me 
again  at  Bethel,  with  thefe  words:  *^  I  thank  you, 
I  thank  you ;  I  do  not  deferve  it  O  what  fhall  I 
do !  Never  was  any  thing  fo  feaibnable.  If  I 
could  have  fpoke  to  you  on  Thurfday  night  I 
mufl  have  told  you  that  I  was  furc  of  being 
damned.  O  that  I  was  one  of  the  marked  ones !  ** 
My  heart  was  ready  to  burfl,  and  I  cried  to  her, 
*^  You  arc  one,  you  are  one  of  them." — *^  O,*' 
fays  fhe  to  me,  *^  you  fhall  hear  from  rae ;  indeed 
you  fhall."  My  very  bowels  go  out  ajfter  her. 
Surely  Satan  will  get  the  worfl  of  it.  May  I  ^^  re- 
*^  monber  the  battle,  and  do  no  more/*  Job  xli.  8. 
I  know  it  will  rejoice  your  heart  to  hear  of  this 
poor  finner.  I  think  her  deliverance  is  not  ht 
off.  I  find  I  have  filled  my  paper,  therefore 
can  only  fay,  I  have  found  the  peace  I  had  loft. 
I  believe  you  know  that  I  was  born  again  to  be ' 
^  troublefome  to  you.  Hope  you  are  well.  Pray 
let  me  hear  from  you  as  foon  as  you  can.  I  have 
not  faid  one  half  I  wifhed  to  fay.  The  Lord  blefs 
you  with  the  beft  of  bleffings.     So  prays 

Your  afFedtionate  fifter  in  the  Lord  Jefus, 

The  Kings  Dale.  PHILOMELA. 
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LETTER    rx. 

To  PHILOMELA,  in  the  King's  Dale,  or 

elfevohere. 


* 

Thine  epiflle  came  fafe  to  hand, 
and  favours  a  Httle  of  the  bitter  ingredients  men- 
tioned  in  my  laft.    This  article  is  known  to  all 
the  family,  and   to  them  only;    nor  doth  the 
ftranger  intermeddle  with  its  oppofite.    In  my 
lail  I  fliewed  thee  a  little  of  what  would  befall 
thee  in  thy  latter  days,  left,  when  thefe  things 
come  on  thee,   that  thou  fliouldeft  think  fome 
ftrange  thing  had  happened  unto  thee;  and,  if 
they  fhould  continue  long,  that  thou  fliouldeft  grow 
weary  and  feint  in  thy  mind.     Under  the  old  dif- 
penfation,  as  I  hinted  before,  every  one  that  had 
built  a  new  houfe,  planted  a  new  vineyard,  or  tliat 
was  lately  married,  was  to  be  free  at  home,  and 
not  to  be  charged  with,  nor  to  be  engaged  in,  any 
war  for  one  whole  year.     Thou  art  now  building 
in  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  and  waft  lately  tranf- 
planted  into  the  living  vine,  and  newly  married 
to  the  foul's  beft  huft)and,  and  thy  year  of  ju- 
bilee is  out  about  next  Chriftmas;   near  abqut 
which  time  thou  mayeft  expecft,  either  within  or 
without,  the  alarms  of  war.     When  the  captain 
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of  our  falvation  takes  the  young  recruits  into  the 
banqueting-houfe  he  hangs  the  banner  of  love 
over   tlieir  heads,  while  he  unfurls  it   in  their 
hearts ;  which  feems  deligned  to  let  them  know 
that,  when  their  bounty  is  fpent,  they  muft  pre- 
pare for  the  field  of  adlion.    Therefore  let  me  ad- 
rife  thee  now^  whilft  thou  art  in  the  prefencc- 
chambcr,  and  the  door  of  hope  is   Unit  about 
thee ;   while  his  throne  is  acceflible,  and  he  is 
ihewing  thee  his  love ;  while  all  his  fecret  myf- 
teries  are  brought  to  light,  his  fccrcc  treafures 
opened  and  brought  forth,  and  his  heavenly  riches 
communicated ;   now,  while  his  ear,  his  heart, 
and  hand,  are  all  open ;  now,  while  the  days  of 
his  efpoufals,  and  the  da}^  of  the  gladnefs  of  his 
heart,   continue;   and  while  the  bridegroom  is 
with  thee,  and  he  tells  thee  to  open  thy  mouth 
wide  and  he  will  fill  it,  faying,  "  What  is  thy  pe^ 
tition,  and  what  is  thy  requeft,  and  it  fliall  be 
granted  thee,  even  to  the  whole  of  the  kingdom  ?" 
Now,  I  fay,  is  the  time  to  covet  eameftly  the  beft 
gifts.     Seek  every  love  token,  alk  every  needful 
grace,  every  blefling,  and  every  gift,  that  accom- 
panies falvation.     Follow  after  charity,  wifdom, 
righteoufnefs,  peace,  in  all  thy  petitions;   and 
crave  all  the  promifes,  in  the  power  of  them,  which 
his  liberal  heart  can  afford,  with  refpefl:  to  fu- 
ture help,  need,  and  prefervation ;  foe  I  muft  tell 
iliee  again,  as  I  have  told  thee  in  time  paft,  that 
"  the  time  will  come  when  ye  Ihall  defirc  to  fee 
7  one 
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one  of  the  days  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  ye  fliall 
not  fee  it.'*  If  thou  purfuc  this  rtiy  counfel,  thou 
wilt  be  fumiihed  with  many  powerful  pleas  in 
time  to  come ;  and,  if  thou  minute  down  his  gra- 
<:ious  words  and  love  vilits,  thefe  would,  in  fome 
future  time,  fill  thy  mouth  with  arguments^  But, 
alas !  thou  art  too  bufy.  This  harveft  will  be 
paft,  and  thy  fun  will  be  declining ;  the  fhadows 
of  the  evening  will  be  ftretching  out,  and  the  trial 
of  faith  be  coming  on.  Satan  will  plunder  thy 
memory  of  all  the  fweet  promifcs  thou  haft  ob- 
tained. He  will  addrefs  thee  as  an  angel  of  light, 
and  work  upon  all  the  natural  and  corrupt  afFec-» 
tioiis  that  thou  art  pofleflcd  of ;  and  ihall  fo  in* 
fiuence  thy  natural  paflions,  as  that  thou  (halt 
even  be  at  a  lofs  to  know  fjx)m- whence  they  come. 
Then  will  he  fift  up,  overhaul,  and  call  in  quef- 
tion,  all  this  good  work;  and,  while  univerfal 
charity  is  flowing  in,  the  beft  beloved  will  be 
drawing  oS;  and  then,  like  a  young  wanton 
fpcndthrift,  thou  wilt  fet  down  and  condemn  thine 
own  folly  and  indifcretion  for  not  adopting  thefe 
meafures ;  for,  during  the  furnace  work,  there 
will  be  only  now  and  then  a  ftanding  behind  tho 
wall,  and  a  glimpfe  through  the  lattice,  which 
provokes  to  jealoufy,  and,  in  the  general,  termi- 
nates in  fainting  fits  and  love  fickncfs ;  at  which 
.feafoas  the  comelinefs  of  the  countenance  is  much 
de&ced ;  the  ornaments  of  a  meek  and  quiet  fpi* 
rit  fullied ;  gpfpel  fimplicity  tarnilhed ;  the  bowels 
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of  mercy  ftraitcncd  j  and,  inftead  of  well-fet  hair, 

baldnefs.  The  tabret becomes  a  bye- word;  convcr* 

fation  lofes  its  favour,  and  the  words  their  ialt. 

Let  me  advife  thee  to  provide  for  thyfelf  a  few 

high  heaps  of  witneflcs,  and  to  fet  up  a  few  pri* 

Vate  land-  marks,  which  ^11  ferve  thee  in  time  to 

come ;  for  the  many  that  are  looking  to  thee,  and 

emptying  thy  barrel  and  crufe,  will  make  thee  the 

keeper  of  their  vineyard ;  and  thou  Ihalt  by  and 

by  confefs  that  thine  own  vineyard  thou  haft  not 

kept    To  be  open,  and  to  commvuxicate,  and  to 

tell  othcts  what  God  hath  done  for  our  fouls,  is 

right.    The  woman  healed  of  her  ilTue  was  called 

forth  before  the  whole  company  to  confefs  what 

fhe  had  done,  and  what  had  been  done  in  her ; 

and  it  was  approved.    When  with  the  heart  we 

believe,  with  the  mouth  we  muft  confeis ;  for  this 

is  being  found  to  return,  and  to  give  glory  to  Goi 

But  to  make  thine  own^  calling  clear,  and  thine 

own  eledlion  fure,  is,  and  ought  to  be,  the  prin* 

cipal  work,  and  is  laying  in  a  good  foundation 

againft  the  time  to  come.    ^^  When  I  am  old  and 

grey-headed  forfake  me  not,  O  God  of  my  falva- 

tion  1"  faidi  the  Pfalmift.    And;  if  thou  doft  not 

lay  up  for  a  future  famine,  future  times  of  drought, 

or  future  defertions,  thou  flialt  furely  complain, 

ais  others  have  done,  *^  O  that  it  was  with  me  as 

in  months  paft,  when  God  preferved  me,  when  the 

Almighty  was  with  me,  when  the  fecret  of  God 

Was  upon  my  tabernacle,  and  when  my  glory 

was 
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was  finefh  m  me !  **  lay  this  epifUe  by  thee,  and 
read  it  over  feven  years  hence ;  and  then  fend  xm 
word  how  many  lying  predi&ions  axe  Jfound  in 
this  fcribUe  of  thine 

A&€6pnakG  ftiend  and  fervao^ 
The  Defert.  NOCTUA  AURITA. 
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LETTER    X.  ; 

k  •  '  '  I        * 

To  NOCTUA  AURITJ,  im'the  Defert. 

t  • 

I 

,  7  Was  rpfarf^i^  in  the  language  of 
CanaaHf  I  could  convey  to  your  mind  the  Uxd^ 
ations  of  jove  and  gratf^u^e  I  feel  in  my  heart  to 
you  tosi  the  tinpai^^cKl  kindne&  you  ibew  to  me 
in  your  work  oi  faith  and  labour  of  Ipve,  in  the 
Lor0  JduSj  to  my  foul«  You  never  will  knov^ 
till  we  fit  down  in  glory  togother^  what  an  inftra*- 
ment  the  Lord  makes  you  of  .confii;niing  and  eila- 
bliihing  his  work  on  my  £6ul.  i^lowevcr,  fure  J 
am  that  this  kindneis  of  yours  ihall  in  no  wife 
lofe  its  reward,  I  think  that  his  Majcfty's  heiald 
and  yourfelf  were  both  born  into  this  world  on 

D  4  purpofc 


(     40     ) 

purpofe  to  be  ufefui  to  me.  I  received  a  letter 
fjFOni  you  lail  Wedncfday,  which  prbphefied  of 
fonie dark  and  cloady  days.  Sure  I-am  that  my 
old  man  will  procure  me  a  large  ftiare  of  fatherly 
chaflifement.  But  "  to  the  hungry  foul  every 
bitter  thing  Is  fweet."  To  be  put  and  kept  at  a* 
diftance  iroiji  him  whom  my  foul  loves,  muft  be 
a  hell  upon  earth  ;  and  I  think  will  be  more  fe- 
verely  felt  by  me  now,  fince  I  have  been  indulged 
with  fuch  manifeftations  of  his  love  to  my  foul  as 
I  have  been  lately.  "But*  there  wilt  be  a  fweetnefe 
in  it  when  he  Ihall  turn  again ;  for  it  is  but  for  a 
fmall  moment  he  will  hide  his  face ;  and  at  that 
time  there  will  be'no^iqgt)fithat  fitter  ingredient 
in  it  called  vindictive  wrath.  I  know  you  never  yet 
fent  me  one^lying predijftion,  s^nd  I  amfure  that 
you  never  will ;   for  every  epiftle  you  have  fent 

me  came  under  the  feal  of  the  Spirit  of  God ;  and 

^  .....   > 

precious  they  are  to  my  ftjiil,  ahda  valuable  trea- 
fute  I  eft'eenl  them.  [TKeif  price  w  ^a'r  above  ru- 
ties,  more  defirable'th*ii- fine  gold,  ^  fweeter  alfo 
thto  the  honey,  and  thfe  hoil^ftemb.''  I  m^ft  now 
difmifs  your  firft*  letter,  though  I  couJd  fay  mpch 
more  about  it,  and  the  effedls  of  it  on  my  mind. 
But  I  have  much  to  fay  about  ydur  fecoridlet* 
ter,  which  I  received  on  Saturday  evening.  '  It 
caufed  fleep  to  depart  from  my  eyes,  and  flumber 
•from  my  eyelids ;  and  I  was  full  of  toffings  to  and 
fro  until  the  dawning  of  the  day.  And,  had  I 
bad  the  wings  of  a  dove,  I  fhould  have  been  at 

Paddington 


(     -*!     ) 

Paddington  as  early  on  fabbath-day  morning  as 
Mary  was  at  the  feptilchre  of  her  dear  Lord.  The 
firft  page  of  it  is  a  myftery  to  me.  I  have  not 
wifdom  to  underiland  thefe  words  of  the  wife, 
and  his  dark  ikying,  '*  Tlife  bee  that  came  to  your 
hive  with  the  wax  and  honey."  I  cannot  mate  it 
out.  But  it  is  the  "  feeling  of  the  wind  Ihaking 
the  cottage,"  which  you  think  is  haftening  your 
arrival  at  the  better  houfe,  which  filled  my  heart 
with  forrow.  It  made  my  heart  tremble  for  the 
ark  of  God.  My  mind  got  a  little  compofed  from 
the  Lord's  dealings  with  Ifrael  when  he  was  about 
to  take  away  Elijah.  He  did  not  do  it  till  he  had 
anointed  another  prophet  in  his  room.  As  there 
are  fo  few  watchijien  £hat  God  hath  fet  on  the 
walls  of  OUT'  Zion  who  can  deteft  ah  enemy,  and 
give  the  time  of  the  night,  I  hope  the  Lord  is  not 
about  to  leave  the  city  of  our  aflemblies  in  the 
hands  of  blind  watchmen,  who  cannot  under- 
iland ;  becaufe  he  fays  that  ^^  our  teachers  fhall 
not  be  moved  into  a  comer  anymore."  From 
what  you  fay  next,  in  one  of  yours,  I  gather  that 
you  have  fome  more  enemies  to  encounter.  Per* 
haps  you  arc  in  perils,  according  to  cufiom,  among 
&lfe  brethren.  You  fpeak  of  many  loathing  the 
manna^  and  calling  it  light  food.  This  certainly 
calls  for  divine  judgment.  But,  as  you  obferve^ 
your  crown  is  fure,  becaufe  your  reward  is  with 
your  God.  Whoever  they  are  that  fight  againft 
the  truth,  and  the  power  of  it,  fight  againft  God* 

But 
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But  I  ban  tell  you  that  the  tiuStight  of  your  bemg 
in  trouble  drew  forth  all  the  fyn^athetic  powers 
of  my  foul ;  and  I  am  fure  my  feelings  have  been 
mingled  with  yours  ever  iince ;  and^  if  it  is  not 
too  great  a  favour,  may  I  aik  thee  to  lend  me  thy 
key,  that  I  may  open  this  lock,  that  my  mind  may 
be  eafed ;  and  I  &ould  be  obliged  to  you  for  it 
as  foon  as  you  can.  I  mail  fpeak  of  the  contents 
of  the  other  par):  of  one  of  your  letters.  The  fe- 
cond  time  I  read  it  I  cannot  delfcribe  the  fweet  ray 
of  light,  from^  God's  Spirit,  which  came  on  my 
mind,  accompanied  with  a  fwcet,  melting,  hum* 
bling  fiamc,  which  brought  me  to  the  feet  of  Je- 
fus«  I  found  I  had  the  key  to  that  which  was  my 
own  experiejjcej  I  could  go  with  you  tp  the  end 
of  your  letter*.  You;  have  brought  fcath  all  the 
opeitftions  of  the  love  of  God  on  my.  foul.  The 
effects  it  {produces,  and  the  foul-ipelt^ng  fenfatioos 
of  the  poor  {inner  under  it;  the  crucifixion  of 
him  to  the  world,  which  takes  place  as  the  confe- 
quence  of  it ;  was  giseatly  bleiTed  to.  me,  as  it 
defcribed  my  own  feelings  far  better  than  I  could 
myielf..  I  can  with  ccm&ience  fay,  that  I  am 
planted  together  in  the  likenefs  of  ChnA's  death, 
ftnd  likewife  in  the  likenefs  of  his  refumedion^ 
The  wwld  and  Ltim  well  agreed;  I  am  cracified 
to  thkt,  and  that  is  crucified  to  me ;  for,  as  you 
obfcrve,  Jefus  has  taken  with  him  my  heart,  affec- 
tions, thoughts,  defires,  wifhes,  and  all  that  is  not 
mortal^  and  I  am  now  a  firanger  and  a  fqjomner 
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here^  as  all  my  fathers  in  the  faith  were.  And  I 
have  need  of  much  patience  to  wait  my  appointed 
time  till  my  change  come.  Hie  Lord  bleft  you^ 
and  give  you  much  of  his  prefence^  and  of  thfi 
enjoyment  of  his  eternal  love.    Sopraytf 

« 

Your  very  fincere  and  afie^onate  friend  and     • 
Mer  in  the  bonds  of  the  gofpel  of  Qiril^ 

The  KiDg*.  Dale.  .  PHILOMELA. 


• 


—o— ^     ■     .  ^  ' 


•     LETTER    XI, 

To  PHILOMELA,  in  the  Kings  Dale,  or 

elfevohere. 


Long  looked-for  is  come  at  laft: 
•'  They  that  few  Ihall  reap."  But  I  thought  it 
was  almofl  four  months  before  the  expeAed  har* 
vefl  came  on.  Banqueting  times  take  up  all  the 
attention ;  and  we  know  the  memory  is  treacher* 
ous.  The  woman  at  the  well  forgot  her  pitcher ; 
Peter  talked  he  knew  not  what ;  and  Paul  foigot 
whether  his  body  was  in  the  company  or  out  of  it 

in 
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in  his  flight  to  paradife.  And  no  wonder,  whcii 
the  new  wine  of  the  kingdom  goes  down  fo  fweet^ 
ly  as  to  caufe  "  the  lips  of  tliofe  that  are  afleep 
to  fpeak ;'  for  perfons  that  talk  in  their  fleep  are 
not  always  confiftent.  Glad  am  I  to  find  that  my 
iifter  continues  in  the  fellow  Ihip  of  the  myftery 
of  God,  and  of  the  Father^  and  of  Chrift.  She 
holds  fellowship  with  the  Father  by  a  participa- 
tion of  his  everlafting  love;  Ihe  has  fellow Ihip 
with  Jefus,  and  walks  with  him  in  peace  and 
equity ;  and  has  fellowfhip  with  the  Spirit  by  the 
witnefs  he  bears  with  her  fpirit,  and  by  the  cry 
of  Abba,  Father ;  and  by  the  comfort  that  he  com- 
municates, by  the  promifes  he  applies,  and  by  his 
kind  help  againil  her  infirmities  at  the  throne  of 
grace.  O. happy,  happy  fouls,  who  rule  with 
God,  and  are  faithful  with .  the  faints !  How  great 
the  condefcenfion  of  the  Moll  High,  who  hum- 
bleth  hin^felf  to  vifit  fuch  poor  mortals,  and  to 
enwrap  itKem  in  the  rays  and  flames  of  infinite 
divinity;  and  with  favour  to  compafs  them  as 
with  a  fhidd ;  and  to  exalt  them  fenfibly  into  the 
tnjoymcnt  of  his  omniprefence ;  where  we  **  fee 
the  King  m  his  beauty,  and  the  land  that  is  very 
far  ofFT*  In  whofe  reconciling  face  the  Father  of 
all  mercies  for  ever  fhines,  as  well  pleafed ;  and 
fhines  with  approbation,  complacency,  and  de* 
light,  as  propitious,  and  as^  the  fountain  of  all 
grace,  mercy,  and  peace ;  *^  while  we  lode  as 
through  a  gl^fs  darkly,  and  are  changed  into  the 
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fame  image ;"  renewed  in  knowledge,  and  blefled 
with  rightcoiifneft  and  trae  holinefs;  in  which 
image  the  mind  goes  from  glory  to  glory ;  from 
the  glory  of  one  jierfedion  to  the  glorious  difco- 
very  of  another,  till  we  fee  all  his  divine  attributes 
meet,  centre,  and  harmonize  together,  in  Chrift 
Jefus  our  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  in  the  falva- 
tion  of  fouls-  This,  this  is  the  religion  of  Jefus^ 
and  God's  myftery  among  the  Gentiles.  En- 
throned in  our  afFe<5Hons,  he  reigns  unrivalled ; 
and  there  he  fways  his  righteous  fccptre,  and 
fpteads  the  beams  of  immortal  light.  *^  Out  of 
Zion,  the  perfection  of  beauty,  God  hath  Ihined." 
All  the  poor  finner's  thoughts  are  brought  into 
fwcct  captivity ;  tranquillity  and  peace  are  the 
bleiled  fruits  and  efFedts  of  his  glorious  and  un« 
difturbed  reign ;  while  the  poor  from  the  duft, 
and  the  beggar  from  the  dunghill,  inherit  the' 
)>leiHngs  of  his  throne,  and  the  flourilhing  felicity 
of  his  mild  government,  and  admire  the  order 
of  it,  the  juftice  and  equity  of  it,  the  execution  of 
his  laws,  and  the  regard  that  he  pays  to  truth  in 
every  branch  of  his  adminiilration.  This;,  my 
iifter,  is  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  the  empire  of 
all-conquering  grace,  which  banilhes  the  infernal 
ufurper  from  the  heart,  and  divefls  him  of  his  dark 
panoply,  in  which  he  trufted,  and  by  which  the 
objedls  of  Heaven's  choice  are  long  kept  in  flavery : 
•*  Other  lords  have  had  dominion  over  us ;  but 
now,  by  thy  power,  will  we  make  mention  of  thy 
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name.**  In  righteoufnefs,  peace,  and  joy  in  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  Hands  the  glorious  reign  of  the  King 
of  kings,  which  refcues  helplefs  fouls  from  the 
triple  reign  of  Satan^  lin,  and  death.  But  how 
little  is  this  religion  known  in  our  day  ?  How 
few  that  preach  the  kingdom  of  God !  and  how 
few  that  are  acquainted  with  that  power  in  which 
this  kingdom  Hands !  And  why  fhould  the  An- 
cient of  Days  reveal  and  make  thefe  things  known 
to  us,  who  are  as  iheep  that  no  man  taketh  up ;  as 
the  ofF-fcouring  of  the  earth,  whom  none  fought 
after  or  cared  for  ?  Shut  up  in  Jtlie  dark  regions, 
ftnd  laid  in  irons ;  hated,  as  we  thought,  by  both 
worlds,  and  condemned  to  perpetual  drudgery; 
reprobated,  as  I  once  believed,  from  eternity ; 
curfed  from  the  womb,  and  doomed  to  deftruc- 
tion  I  But  ouf  thoughts  were  not  God's  thoughts. 
We  were  not  to  die  till  we  had  feen  the  Lord's 
Chrift.  The  vifion  was  to  fpeak  in  us ;  and  we  were 
appointed  to  look  at  him  .whom  we  have  pierc- 
ed, and  mourn,  and  mdt  in  the  foul-diffolving 
vifion,  till  the  divine  potter  thought  fit  to  mould 
and  form  us  into  another  veffel,  which  Ihall  con- 
tain the  heavenly  treafure,  without  burfting  with 
pride,  fo  as  to  break  the  bottle,  and  caufe  tlie  wine 
to  run  out,  and  the  bottle  to  perifh.  Tlic  bee,  my 
fifler,  with  wax  on  her  wings,  and  honey  in  her 
bag,  was  thine  own  cpiftle.  Perpetual  heats  and 
colds  much  impair  my  poor,  frail  tabernacle,  and 
I  feel  it  daily,  cfpccially  in  the  winter  fcafon ;  and 
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therefore  I  know  it  cannot  fland  long*  The  whole 
bulk  of  profeflbrs  in  general  hate  the  power  of 
godiinefs,  and  are  taught  to  guard  themfelves 
againA  it,  and  all  convidiions  from  it;  and  I 
know  that  God  will  vifit  for  thefe  things.  Our 
country  hath  long  been  the  *^  valley  of  vifion." 
But  the  fun  is  going  down,  and  the  Ihadows  of 
the  evening  are  ftretching  out ;  the  light  is  much 
hated,  and  ftumbling  upon  the  dark  mountains 
muft  be  expe6ted.  But  may  we,  ^^  who  are  of  the 
day,  watch  and  be  fober,  putting  on  the  brcaft- 
plate  of  faith  and  love,  and  for  an  helmet  the  hope 
of  falvation  !  For  God  hath  not  appointed  us  to 
wraths  but  to  obtain  the  falvation  that  is  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  with  eternal  glory."  Now  to  the  King 
eternal,  immortal,  invifible,  the  mod  high  and 
eternal  God,  be  afcribed,  ajis  moft  juftly  due,  all 
honour  and  glory,  powet  and  praife,  might,  ma- 
jefty,  and  dominion,  both  now  and  for  ever  and 
ever,  amen  and  amen,  fays  , 

•  Thine  affedionatc  brother 
In  thebeft  of  all  bonds, 

and  in  the  fweeteft  of  all  ties. 

The  Dcfcrt.  .  NOCTUA  AURITA. 


L£TT£K 
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LETTER    XIL 


To  NOCTUA  AURrrJ,  in  the  Defert. 


I  HAVE  been  cxpefting  to  hear 
from  you  every  poft  for  fome  time.  I  therefore 
have  taken  the  liberty  of  fending  you  this,  ^^  to 
ftir  up  your  pure  mind  by  way  of  remembrance/* 
'  I  hope  this  will  find  you  well  in  body  and  foul. 
I  know  it  is  always  well  with  the  body  when  the 
jfoul  profpers;  and  nothing  can  make  the  foul 
profper  but  the  prefence  of  the  dear  Redeemer, 
the  friend  of  finners,  and  a  fenfe  of  his  love  known, 
felt,  and  enjoyed,  iii  the  heart,  by  the  operation  of 
the  bleffed  Spirit.  This  makes  a  heaven  upon 
earth.  The  Lord  has  blefled  me  with  the  enjoy- 
ment of  this  ever  lince  I  came  from  Gaflbn's 
Bower,  more  or  lefs.  And  truly  he  hath  made 
my  cup  to  run  over.  O  what  love  to  the  poor 
prodigal,  who  had  fpent  all  his  fubflance,  and 
was  brought  to  a  famine,  yea,  brought  to  want  a 
morfel  of  bread,  and  a  drop  of  water,  and  could 
not  feed  upon  hulks !  Never  did  I,  till  of  late, 
feel  fuch  meltings  of  heart  under  a  fenfe  of  this 
love  manifefted  to  my  foul.  .Like  Ezekiel,  I  have 
been  brought  through  this  river  of  pleafure  four 

times. 
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times.    The  firft  time  it  was  \ip  to  \xly  ancldic 
the  fecond  time  it  cdme  to  i)iy  knees;  the.  next 
time  to  my  loins;  Md  I  believe  !< ha^  boeqi 
brought  through  it  the  fourth  time thisliift  weeks 
and  I  found  it  to  be  a  river  -  widibiit  bottom  or 
ihorb.    And  this  water  is  come*  into  my.  foul  p  and 
I  am  fure  that  i  fliall  never  .fink  here;  for  the 
Lord  has  given  me  ihe  hand4  of  faith,,  that  I  may 
fpread  them  forth  and'  fwim.    I  feel  all  thofe  viofkr 
derful  operations  that  Ihe.  prodigal  fHLi  when  hip 
father  faid  to  thefervaht,  ^f  Bring>hitber  th^  b^fl 
robe,  and  pliit  it  on  ham  \  put  a  ring  oti  his  hand, 
and  £h6es  on'hia  feet.*'   > Feel  it  I  do;;  \)\it  it  is 
pail  .all  deforiptiop^    C^Aly  iti  vvas>  ^nd'^t  the 
iRedeemer '  knev^  whei>.  h^^  gave  his  foul  an.  oflfer* 
i^ig  for  tty  dxis^  an4:  fhed  I49  .prepipu^  bipod  tff 
iatisfy  divine  juftiifeTin  qfjy  be^alf^  \Q;it  njeltj 
me,  .and  breaks  my.  heart  I  ,0,  my  dcax.  brpther^ 
help  me  to  praife  ^im  !  .  I  cannot,  I^c^not  praife 
him  as  I  y/^\d.   9ttt  I  ih^U  do  it  when  this  mor- 
tal ihAll  have  put  on  immprtality.     'M  fhall  be 
fatisfied  vf\^en  I  a^ake  \vith  his  like^f^*}  ,  r  I  be* 
lieve  the  JLord  will  uQt  k^ep  me  long  h^re, /VJ?:^!], 
I  know  that  **  neither" height  por  depth,  li^noT 
deathi  things  pre^^nt,  :nor  things  .to  .cpnfs,  ihall 
ever  feparate  me  from  his  love."     It  rejoices  my 
heart  to  fee  the[Lord  is  carrying  on  hiS/ work  on 
the  hearts  of  many  poor  linners  under  the  ora* 
iions  of  his  Majofty's  horald  in  this  dark^  comet 
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of  the  gidbe.  He  is  ^  a  burning  and  a  finning; 
light."  He  flands  in.thc  roftrom  as  a  flaming  fite 
lor  God.  I  Surely  he  is  the.  greateft  bleffing  that 
eter  €r6d  liefh>wed  on  fuch  'worthlef^  iinners^  as 
we  are.  Siftet  Moorhen*s  troundfi  get  deeper 
and  deeper;  I  believe  ihe  will^  in  the  Lord's  timej 
be  brought  to  that  ftrait  where  all  humaa 
^Qrength  empires,  and  where  there  is  none  fhut  up 
xjt  kft.  There  is  another  poor  foul  alio  who  is 
tumbliiig  all  to  pieces.  This  ia  the  beft  news  I 
can  (fend  you.  O  that  Ziqn's  cords  may  be  length- 
ened^ and  h^r  flakes  Arengthened!  Give  roy 
kind  loVe  to  your  travelling  friends ;  and  accept 
iny  thstiks  for  your  foul-ftrengthening  letter.  It 
Tvas  ""as  cdd  wat6r,to  a  thif  fly  foul,  or  good 
hews  from  a  far  country ;  as  apples  of  gold  in 
pidbires  6f  lilver.**  And  I  know  that  my  God 
will  reward  you.  He  fay^  that  a  cup  of  cold  wa- 
ter giveil  tx>  a  difciple,  in  flie  name  of  a  difciple, 
Ihall  in  no  wife  lofe  its  rewdrdi  And  thofe  that 
water  others  iMll  be  watei^d  themfclve*.  W^s  it 
not  fo,  I  think  the  favours  he  heaps  on  me  would 
make  me  miferable.  I  am  happy  to  find  you  are 
better.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  IcHig  before  I  fee  you 
in  the  Dale.  I  hope  you  will  favour  me  with  a 
letter  foon.  In  the  mean  time,  let  me  have  an  in* 
tcreft  iii  your  prayers,  that  I  may  be  kept  humble, 
watchful,  and  near  to  the  Loid.  May  the  Lord 
Ucfs  you  in  body  and  foul,  in  your  bafket  and 
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ftore^  in  your  goings  out  and  in  your  comings  in, 
is  the  prayer  of 

Your  very  fincere  friend  - 

and  liAer  in  ChriA  Jefus> 

The  King's  Dale  PHILOMELA. 


LETTER    Xirf. 
To  PHILOMEL  J,  m  the  King's  Dale. 


«  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  I  will 
take  of  the  bigheft  branch  of  the  high  .cedar,  a«d 
will  fet  it ;  I  will  crop  off  from  the  top  of  hia 
young  twigs  a  tender  one,  and  will  plant  it  oil  an 
high  mountain  and  eminent.  In  the  mountain  of 
the  height  of  Ifrael  will  I  plant  it ; ,  and  it  ihaU 
bring  forth  boughs,  and  bear  fruit,  and  be  a 
goodly  cedar ;  and  under  it  Ihall  dwell  all  fowl 
of  every  wing ;  in  the  fliadow  of  the  branches 
thereof  Ihall  they  dwell."  £zek.  xvii.  22.  From 
the  royal  houfe  of  David  wa9  this  young  twig 
cropped,  and  on  mount  Zion  it  is  planted,  where 
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the  ruined  of  the  ev^r-btefTed  Godhead,  which 
dwells  in  Jeflc^s  Branchy  difplays  his  omniprc* 
fence  and  omnipotence  in  the  fouls  of  thou- 
sands of  poor  iinners^  and  unites  them  (as  boughs 
in  the  cedar)  to  himfelf ;  in  which  almighty  power, 
love,  and  goodnefs,  manifefted  and  put  forth  in  the 
heart  of  the  linnen  the  foul  refis  fatisfied  and  con- 
tbnted,  and  finds  and  feels  his  ihadow  a  fweet 
fcrecn  from  Satan's  fiery  darts,  and  from  the  pierc- 
ing fentences  of  a  fiery  law.  In  the  fhadowing 
branches  of  this  goodly  cedar  Aall  the  birds  of 
paradife  dwell.  Sing  care  away,  Philomela ;  for 
our  beloved  "  giveth  fongs  in  the  night.*'  Sing 
of  his  right  hand  and  ftretched-out  arm,  which 
got  himfelf  the  vidlory  over  thy  heart,  and  over 
all  thy  foes.  Sjng  of  mercy  aixl  of  judg^ient;;  of 
judgment  paft,  and  of  mercy  come.  Sing  of  thy 
well  beloved  touching  his  vineyard,  and  of  union 
with  the  living  'vine.  Sing  of  his  glorious  tri- 
Atnph,  of  his  dying  love,  and  of  his  redeeming 
blood ;  and  fing  glory  to  the  tighteous.  **  Joy  and 
gladhefs  (hall  be  found  therein,  thankfgiving  and 
the  voice  of  melody ;  for  as  well  the  fingers  as 
the  players  on  infiruments  ihall  be  there ;  all  my 
fprings  are  in  thee.'* 

He  that  receives  his  teftimony  into  his  heart, 
namely,  that  we  muft  be  born  again  (John  iii.  11), 
and  that  he  that  believes  in  him  fhall  be  faved 
(John  iiL  32),  and  he  that  follows  him  Ihall  have 
the  light  of  life  (John  xxi,  24),  is  fealed ;  the 
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teftimony  is  come  home  to  his  foul  with  power, 
in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  in  much  aflfurance ;  which 
aflurance  is  the  fealing^  confirming,  and  cftablilh- 
ing,  the  foul  in  the  certainty  and  enjoyment  of 
the  teftimony  received ;  and  of  a  part  and  lot  iii 
all  the  bleffings  and  benefits  promifed  and  tefti- 
fied  of.  He  fets  his  hand  to  the  feal  that  God  is 
true;  he  fubfcribes  the  evidence,  and  the  book 
of  the  purchafe.  «  One  fhall  fay,  I  am  the  Lord's," 
for  he  hath  taken  me  as  a  prey  from  the  mighty; 
^*  and  another  fhall  call  hirafelf  by  the  name  of 
Jacob,"  faying,  I  have  got  both  the  birthright 
and  the  blefling;  ^*  and  another  fhall  fubfcribe 
with  his  hand  unto  the  Lord,  and  furnamc  him* 
felf  by  the  name  of  Ifrael,"  crying  aloud,  I  have 
prevailed  in  prayer ;  I  have  looked  at  my  beloved 
till  I  have  overcome  him ;  and  I  fhall  be  more 
than  conqueror  (over  heaven  and  earth)  through 
him  that  hath  loved  me ;  '^  for  as  a  prince  have  I 
power  with  God  and  with  man,  and  have  pre* 
vailed." 

.  Thefe  are  golden  days,  Philomela  1  Make  th^ 
mofl  of  them  now,  while  the  evil  days  come 
not ;  now,  while  Wifdom  leads  thy  foul  through 
all  her  myftic  gates,  wards,  and  doors,  and  exhi*- 
bits  her  glorious  and  vifionary  fccnes  before  thee. 
^*  She  flands  on  the  top  of  high  places,"  Prov.  viii ; 
on  Calvary,  on  mount  Ziod,  and  on  every  little 
hill  thereof;  on  the  munition  of  rocks,  and  on 
9II  th^  ancient  mountains,  and  on  the  everlafUng 
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hills  of  dealing  love,  and  '^  by  the  way  in  the 
places  of  the  paths/'  Here  ihe  flands^  in  all  thefe 
watering  places,  breathing  places,  refting  places, 
halting  places,  and  fainting  places,  in  order  to 
give  cautipn,  encouragement,  refrelhment,  feafon^ 
able  counfcl,  ftrength,  and  comfort;  by  all  which 
they  go  from  fbrength  to  ilrength,  "  while  palling 
through  the  valley  of  Baca/'  Heavenly  Ihowers 
ail  the  pools :  "  I  will  pour  water  on  him  that  is 
thirfty,  and  floods  upon  the  dry  ground :  I  will 
make  the  wildemefs  pools  of  water,  and  the  dry 
land  fprings  of  water." 

"  She  crieth  at  the  gates ;"  and  the  voice  of  her 
cry  is,  **  The  Lord  loveth  the  gates  of  Zion  more 
than  all  the  dwellings  of  Jacob.  Open  ye  the 
gates,  that  the  righteous  nation,  which  keepeth 
the  truth,  may  enter.  This  is  the  gate  of  the 
liOrd,  into  which  the  righteous  Ihall  enter." 

**  She  crieth  at  the  entry  of  the  city,"  faying, 
^'  Glorious  things  are  fpoken  of  thee,  O  city  of 
God.  Ye  are  come  unto  mount  Sion,  and  unto 
the  city  of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly  Jeruia- 
Jem,  and  to  an  innumerable  company  of  angels, 
to  the  general  aflembly  and  church  of  the  firft- 
bom,  which  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to  God 
the  judge  of  all,  and  to  the  fpirits  of  juil  men 
made  perfeft,  and  to  Jefus  the  mediator  of  the 
»ew  covenant,  and  to  the  blood  of  fprinkling, 
that  fpeaketh.  better  things  than  that  of  Abeh 
Wherefore  thou  art  no  more  a  Granger  and  a 
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foreigner,  but  a  fellow^itizen  of  the  faints  and 
of  the  houfehold  6f  God.  See  that  ye  refufe 
not  him  that  fpeaketh." 

*^  She  crieth  at  the  coming  in  of  the  doors/^ 
Prov.  viii.  3.  Tte  firft  doors  fhe  cries  at  are  the 
doors  of  death's  fhadow :  *^  Haft  thou  feen  the 
doors  of  the  l)iadow  of  death  ?**  Job  xxxviii.  17. 
Thefe  doors  are  the  covering  and  veil  that  is 
fpread  over  all  nations  (Ifa.  xxv.  7),  and  the  dif- 
mal  gloom  that  the  god  of  this  world  hath  blinded 
our  minds  with,  left  the  light  of  the  glorious  gof- 
pel  of  Chrift  Ihould  fhine  into  us,  and  we  Ihould 
be  faved.  But  Wifdom  cries  at  thefe  doors,  fay- 
ing, ^^  The  people  that  walked  in  darknefs  have 
feen  a  great  light :  they  that  dwell  in  the  land  of 
the  Ihadow  of  death,  upon  them  hath  the  light 
Ihined."  Ifa.  ix,  2.  The  light  of  the  Lord  pene- 
trates through  and  opens  thefe  doors,  and  the  un- 
derftanding  receives  the  light,  and  goes  forth  in 
it,  and  we  begin  (the  doors  being  opened)  "  with 
open  face  to  behold,  as  in  a  glafs,  the  glory  of  the 
Lord.'*  2  Cor.  iii.  18.  But,  though  the  under- 
ftanding  is  gone  forth,  the  foul  is  not  wholly  en- 
larged :  *'  Light  is  given  to  him  that  is  in  mifery, 
and  life  to  the  bitter  in  foul.'*   Job  iii.  20. 

Then  Wifdorti  leads  us  to  another  door,  faying, 
•*  Therefore,  behold,  I  will  allure  her,  and  bring 
her  into  the  wilddrnefs,  and  fpeak  comfortably 
unto  her.  And  I  will  give  her  her  vinejrards  from 
thence,  and  the  valley  of  Achor  for  a  door  of 
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hope."  Hofea  ii.  14,  15.  Now  hope  enters  in, 
and  expe45lation  goes  forth ;  ^nd  the  cry  of  Wif- 
dom  at  this  door  is^  ^^  Blefled  is  the  man  that 
trufteth  in  the  Lord,  and  vvhofe  hope  the  Lord  is ; 
for  he  fhall  be  as  a  tree  planied  by  the  waters, 
which  fpreadcth  out  her  ^oots  by  the  river,  and 
jfhall  not  fee  when  heat  cometh ;  but  his  leaf  fhall 
be  green,  he  (h^U  not  be  careful  in  the  year  of 
drought,  nor  Ihall  he  ceafe  from  yielding  fmit/-' 
Thus  Wifdom  rends  the  veil,  and  opens  the  doors 
of  death's  flmdow,  and  lets  the  undexftanding  look 
out  of  obfcurity,  and  out  of  darknefs.  Then  Ihe 
banifhes  black  defpair,  and  opens  the  door  of 
hope,  when  hope  enters  the  foul,  and  expedUtion 
of  better  times  goes  forth. 

And  next  fhe  leads  us  to  another  door,  faying, 
^^  They  rehearfed  all  -  that  God  had  done  by 
them,  and  how  he  had  opened  the  door  of  faith 
unto  ihe  Gentiles."  Adls  xiv.  27.  The  feat,  or 
proper  place,  of  faith  is  the  heart :  "  With  the 
Jie^rt  man  believeth  unto  rightcoufnefs,"  &c. 
Qbdurate  hardncft  an4  unbelief  are  the  doors 
that  keep  the  word  and  faith  out  of  the  heart,  till 
^  divine  power  attends  the  voice  of  Wifdom.  But 
flie  cries  at  this  door,  and  her  pqwerful  voice  is, 
<'  As  fopn  as  they  hear  of  me  they  fhall  obey  me." 
Now  faith  goes  into  the  he^irt  by  hearing,  and 
hearinjg  by  the  word  of  God ;  then  our  obdurate 
^Jiardnefs  gives  way,  the  door  of  feith  opens,  and 
the  right  hand  of  tlie  Lord  (uake?.  the  injurious 
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l>olt  of  curfed  infidelity  fly  back.  The  opetiing 
of  this  door  diflblves  the  foul :  "  My  beloved  put 
in  his  hand  by  the  hole  of  the  door,  apd  my  bowels 
were  moved  for  him."  Song  v.  4.  But  jftill  we 
are  not  enlarged ;  for  this  is  but  the  hole  of  the 
door.  The  bowels  move  for  him,  but  he  is  not 
come  in  the  promifed  and  glorious  manifefiation 
of  himfelf.  Faith  is  come,  as  it  was  to  the  blind 
man  heal^;  but  the  obje6t  of  faith  is  not  yet 
difcovered:  "  Doft  thou  believe  on  the  Son  of 
God  ?  Who  is  he.  Lord,  that  I  /night  believe  on 
tim  ?  Thou  haft  both  feen  him,  and  it  is  he  that 
talketh  with  thee*  Lord,  I  believe.  And  he  wor- 
Ihipped  him." 

The  next  door  that  Wifdom  opens  is  the  door 
of  "  the  ftrong  hold  of  Satan."  And  her  voice 
at  this  door  is,  I  am  fent  ^'  to  open  the  blind  eyes, 
to  bring  out  the  prifoners  fironi  the  prifon,  and 
them  that  fit  in  darknefe  out  of  the  prifon-houfe." 
I(a.  xlii.  7.  "  Son,  daughter,  thy  fins  are  for- 
given thee/'  And  this  is  a  fiiU  difcharge.  Guilt 
flies,  the  yoke  of  our  tranfgreflion  is  broken,  Satan 
vanifhes,  pardoning  love  flows  in,  and  fear  and 
torment  are  caft  out ;  the  chains  of  our  fins  are 
knocked  off,  the  prifon  garments  are  laid  afide, 
and  the  wedding  garment  is  put  on.  He  puts  oflT 
our  fackcloth,  and  girds  us  with  gladnefs. 

The  next  door  is  the  door  of  mercy.  This  opens 
fdmoft  of  its  pwn  accord,  as  foon  as  we  efcape 
the  prifoji.    By  Jefus  we  have  accefs  with  con- 
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fidencc  into  this  grace  wherein  we  ftand.  An<f 
the  cry  of  Wifdom  at  this  door  is;  "  Vcriljr,  verily, 
I  fay  unto  you,  I  am  the  door  of  the  fheep.  All 
that  ever  came  before  me  arc  thieves  and  robbers : 
but  the  Iheep  did  not  hear  them.  I  am  the  door : 
by  me  if  any  man  enter  in,  he  fh2^11  bcfaved,  and 
Ihall  go  in  and  out,  and  find  pafture/'  John  x. 
7—9.  Now  this  door,  that  admits  us  into  the 
prefcnce  of  God,  and  into  communion  and  fellow- 
ihip  both  with  the  Father  and  the  Son,  is  God's 
lifting  up  the  light  of  his  countenance  upon  us, 
and  giving  us  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
glory  of  himfelf  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  a 
full  enjoyment  of  God's  everlafting  love  through 
Chrift,  which  is  fl^icd  abroad  in  our  hearts  by  the 
Holy  Ghoft.  This  is  the  door ;  for,  if  Grod  hide* 
his  face,  who  can  behold  him  ?  and,  without 
being  drawn  by  his  love,  who  can  come  to  him  -? 
And,  if  he  leaves  a  man  in  his  own  guilt,  and  un- 
der the  wrath  of  the  law,  by  thefe  things  "  he 
Ihuttcth  up  a  man,  and  there  can  be  no  opening.** 
Job  xii.  14.  Hence  it  appears  that  a  man  rauft 
have  the  light  of  the  Lord's  countenance,  attended 
with  his  love,  before  he  can  enter  into  the  joy 
of  the  Lord, 

The  next  door  that  Wifdom  cries  at  is  the  door 
of  the  wedding-chamber :  *^  Alid  they  that  were 
ready  went  in  with  him  to  the  marriage ;  and  the 
door  was  (hut.*'  Matt.  xxv.  10.  Wifdom's  cry  at 
this  door  wijl  be,  «  Come,  ye  blefled  of  my  Father, 
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«nter  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world."  This  door  will  be 
opened  at  the  firft  refurredtion,  after  the  living 
faints  are  changed,  and  the  dead  in  Chrift  raifed ;' 
in  which  they  will  be  fafe,  while  the  wicked 
are  burnt  up,  and  the  \v;orld  with  them.  And  this 
will  be  Wifdom's  laft  cry,  "  Thy  dead  men  (hall 
live ;  with  ray  dead  body  (hall  they  arife.  Awake 
and  fing,  ye  that  dwell  in  the  duft ;  for  thy  dew 
is  as  the  dew  of  herbs ;  and  the  earth  fhall  cafl 
out  the  dead," — "  Come,  my  people,  enter  thou 
into  thy  chambers,  and  ihut  thy  doors  about  thee ; 
hide  thyfelf  as  it  were  for  a  little  moment,  until 
the  indignation  be  overpaft.  For,  behold,  the 
Lord  cometh  out  of  his  place  to  punifli  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  earth  for  their  iniquity:  the  earth 
alfo  fhall  difclofe  her  blood,  and  (ball  no  more 
cover  her  flain."  Ifa.  xxvi.  19 — 21. 

Now  will  the  Mailer  be  rifen  up,  and  have  ihut 
the  door,  after  which  all  knocking  and  calling 
will  meet  with  no  regard^  for  there  can  be  no  ad- 
mittance. 

Thus,  dearly  beloved  Philomela,  have  I  endea- 
voured to  Ihew  thee  fomething  of  the  paths  of 
Wifdom,  together  with  her  myftical  gates  and 
doors,  as  well  as  I  could,  and  as  far  as  I  have  been 
led  through  them ;  and  through  which  all  rege- 
nerate fouls  pafs  who  *^  follow  the  Lamb  in  the 
regeneration."  This  *'  is  a  path  which  no  fowl 
Jcnoweth,  and  which  the  vulture's  eye  hath  not 
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fcen :  the  lion^s  whelps  have  not  trodden  it,  nor 
the  fierce  lion  paffed  by  it.'*  Job  xxviii.  7,  &. 
The  lion  of  the  bottomlels  pit  never  walked  here, 
nor  were  any  whelps  of  his  ever  found  there.  And 
to  this  agrees  the  prophet:  "And  an  highway 
ihall  be  there,  and  a  wa^,  and  it  Ihall  be  called 
the  way  of  holinefs ;  the  unclean  Ihall  not  pafs 
over  it,  but  it  fhall  be  for  thofe :  the  wayfaring 
men,  though  fools,  fhall  not  err  therein.  No  lion 
Ihall  be  there,  nor  any  ravenous  bead  fhall  go  up 
thereon,  it  fhall  not  be  found  there ;  but  the  re- 
deemed fhall  walk  there.  And  the  ranfomed  of 
the  Lord  fhall  return,  and  come  to  Zion  with 
fongs,  and  everlafting  joy  upon  their  heads.*'  Ifa. 
XXXV.  8 — 10.  Numbers  are  fearching  to  find  this 
path,  who  never  had  fo  much  as  their  fece  Zioi> 
ward,  but  flumblc  upon  the  dark  mountains  in  a 
way  not  call  up :  "  The  labour  of  the  foolifh 
wearieth  every  one  of  them  ;  becaufe  he  kndweth 
not  how  to  go  to  the  city.'*  Eccl.  x.  15.  This  is 
the  way  that  is  *'  above  to  the  wife,  that  he  may 
depart  from  hell  beneath  ;*'  it  is  **  the  way  of  life; 
and  in  the  path  thereof  there  is  no  death."  The 
curfe  and  wrath  of  God  attend  every  other  way 
but  this.  "  There  is  a  way  that  feemeth  right 
imto  a  man,  but  the  end  thereof  are  the  ways  of 
dieath.'*  Becaufe  they  feek  not  union  with  the 
true  vine,  nor  have  they  any  regard  to  tlie 
branches  in  it,  therefore  •*  their  portion  i?  curfed 
in  the  earth :  he  beholdeth  not  the  way  of  the 

vineyards/* 


(  «1  ) 

Tincyards.''  Job  xxiv.  18.  And  now^  what  k  tbls 
highway  and  a  way?  The  highway  is  Cbriil  aod 
faith  in  him:  ^'  I  am  the  way;  no  man  oometh 
unto  the  Father  but  by  me."  This  is  the  higUWay« 
And  /he  way^  which  is  to  be  called,  ^*  The  way  of 
holinefs/*  is^  fbllowiag  Chrift  in  the  regexicra- 
tion;  for  fuch  fhall  fit  dowil  with  him  on  his 
throne. 

Thus,  Philomela,  I  have  led  thee  in  the  way 
which,  in  a  ftate  of  natm'e,  I  knew  not,  and  in  a 
path,  which,  to  all  unregeneratc  men,  is  not 
known,  lior  can  be,  till  God  make  darknefs  light 
before  them,  and  crooked  things  firaight  Upon 
all  other  paths  but  this  hypocrites  as  well  ^  faints 
may  walk.  But  no  lion  nor  lion's  whelps,  no 
fierce  lion  nor  ravenous  beaft,  no  unclean  crca* 
tare,  no  apoftate,  no  heretic  or  Ti}'pocrite,  have 
I  ever  met  with  or  found .  upon  this  path :  the 
way  'of  regeneration  is  *  untrodden  and  iinfi>e« 
quented  by  all  thefe.  I  could  wiih  thee  to  make  m, 
few  high  heaps,  and  to  fet  up  a  few  land-marks, 
to  be  of  ufe  in  future  tinaes."  But  nothing  of  this 
fori  can  be  attended  to  at  prefent ;  fcH*  at  Wifdom^s 
gates  and  doors  not  only  her  hearenly  voice  is  heard 
and  felt,  but  all  manner' of  fhuts,  new  and  old, 
are  laid  up  at  thefe  gates  for  his  bed  beloved* 
Song  Tii.  18.  Henbe  the  pleafantnefs  of  the  ways, 
the  raviihing  voice,  and  delicious  fruit,  take  up 
all>^e  attention ;  fo  that  all  advice  upon  this  head 
is  in  vain.    Therefore  ling  on,  Philomela ;  for  to 
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add  to  the  melody  of  thy  heart,  and  to  aiFord 
fome  frefh  matter  for  the  fong,  is  the  caufe  of  my 
fending  thefe  "  to  the  chief  finger  on  my  fknnged 
inftruments."    Hab.  iii.  18. 

The  Dcfcrt.  NOCTUA  AURITA. 


LETTER    XIV. 
To  NOCTUA  AURITA,   in  the  Deferf. 

Your  having  informed  me  that 
the  bee.  came  to  your  hive  with  wax  on  its  legs, 
and  honey  in  its  bag,  encouraged  me  to  come 
again  to  you.  Precious  was  your  kft  to  me  I  de- 
licious fiire !  for  really  it  has  been  fo  refrelhing 
to  my  foul,  that  I  can  feed  upon  nuothing  elfe : 
therefore  have  compaiBon  on  me,  and  go  on  flill 
to  help  me ;  and  you  will  certainly  experience  the 
wife  man's  words  to  be  true,  viz.  **  There  is  that' 
jfcattereth,  and  yet  increafeth/'  G>nfider  that  thia 
week,  there  is  no  going  up  to  Bethel.  Our  watch- 
man is  removed  into  a  corner,  fo  that  we  can  nei- 
ther fee  him  nor  hear  him.  The  Loixl  blefs  the 
interview,  and  grant  that  he  may  foon  return,  and 
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come  to  us  in  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  bleffings  of 
the  gofpel  of  Chrift«    I  have  read  again  and  again 
your  laft  letters>  and  found  a  fccond  benefit.     I 
believe,  while  I  remain  upon  this  earth,  diat  I 
ihall  never  have  done  with  them.     Some  of  the 
myfteries  I  had  the  key  to  before  they  came,  or 
I  never  could  have  found  out  the  riddle.    Sweetly 
was  my  foul  led  into  the  experience  and  enjoy- 
ment of  thofe  blefled  truths ;  which  did  fo  hum* 
l>le  mid  tneeken  my  foul^   that  it  crucified  me 
afrefh  to  this  lihful  world ;  fo  that  I  am  not  fit  to 
live  in  it.     I  feem  quite  infenfible  to  every  thing 
in  it,  and  hardly  at  times  know  what  I  am  about^ 
or  where  I  am.    This  has  given  me  fome  light 
into  thofe  words  of  our  blcffed  Saviour,  in  his 
prayer  to  the  Father  before  he  entered  upon  his 
(ufferings.     Praying  for   his   difciples,    he   fays, 
**  They  are  not  of  the  world,  even  as  I  am  not  of 
the  world.**     I  cannot  but  think  that  you  have 
been  lately  a  fabbath-<iay's  journey  into  fome  part 
of  the  promifed  land,  and  have  reached  as  far  as 
the  brooks  of  Efhcol ;  for  what  you  have  fent  to 
me  feems  to  be  fome  of  the  firft  ripe  fruits,  a 
ttioft  precious  clufter.     It  could  not  be  carried 
by  one;   but  it  hath  been  laid  on  a  ftafF,  and 
bom  betwixt  two.     It  was  one  of  the  choiceft: 
of  all  bleffings;  no  Icfs  than  an  eameft  of  the 
whole  inheritance.     O  that  I  was  but  with  you, 
to  tell  you  what  I  enjoy  now,  while  the  King** 
herald  is  with  you !  But  this  is  impoffiblc.  Wives 
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and  mothers  mufi  be  keqpers  at  hoiiie#  But  the 
heaven-born  foul  cannot  be  confined..  Though 
abfent  in  body,  yet  am  I  prefent  in  fpirit ;  and, 
had  I  the  wings  of  a  dove,  nothing  under  heaven 
fhotdd  hinder .  my  flight,  for  once,  into  the 
Defert. 

I  know  nO^,  by  blefled  experience,  that  no- 
thing but  a  fenfe  of  the  dying  love  of  Jefus  can 
humble  a  proud  heart,  and  foflen  the  llubboni 
fpirit  of  a  linner,  fo  as  to  bring  him  to  the  I/>rd*t 
feet ;  and  I  am  a  living  witnefs  that  this  rwill  do 
it.  This  will  fubdue  the  tnoft  hardened,  rebel* 
lious,  and  .defperate  wretch  that  ever  bueathed  oft 
this  earth ;  and  this  will  be  my  wonder  and  admira^ 
tion  to  all  eternity.  O  that  I  was  but  above,  that  I 
might  "  praife  him,  who  is  the  health  of  my  coun«- 
tenance,  and  my  God !"  How  ,do  I  long  to  join  with 
the  hundred  and  forty-four  thoufand  in  their  fong 
to  him  that  hath  loved  us,  and  redeemed  us,  and 
waflied  us  from  our  fins  in  his  own  blood.  Surely 
my  voice  will  be  the  loudeft  among  them. 

My  foul  thanks  you  for  what  I  have  received 
this  week  from  you.  I  have  had  a  banquet  indeed^ 
May  a  full  reward  be  given  you  by  your  Father^ 
and  my  Father,  your  God  and  my  God  !  A  fweet 
flielter  indeed  my  foul  has  found  from  the  windy 
dorm  and  tempeft.  I  find  it  as  the  fhadovv  of  a 
great  rock  in  this  weary  land.  My  foul  has  ftill 
in  remembrance  the  wonuwood  and  the  gall, 
which  were  bitter  enough  to  my  foul.    But  all  is 
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paft;  and  nothing  of  vindi6tive  yrath  ihall  my 
foul  know  henceforth  and  for  ever.  What  aftor 
nifhing  love  was  it  for  the  Lord  to  pafs  by  fuch  a 
rebel  as  I  was^  and  to  fay  unto  mc,  when  I  was  in 
roy  bloody  "  live.**  Yea,  he  has  fpread  his  Ikirt 
over  me ;  and  in  that  blefled  robe  ihal^  I  appear 
before  him  in  the  great  day,  without  fpot  or 
wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing ;  and,  though  black 
as  the  tents  of  Kedar,  fair  as  the  curtains  of  Solor 
mon.'  As  you  obferve,  could  we  always  live  on 
the  moimt,  without  any  interruption ;  but,  alas ! 
down  from  the  mount  we  mud  come.  But  I  am^ 
like  Peter,  for  detaining  the  Lord,  and  building 
a  tabernacle>  that  I  may  abide  with  him  till  he 
fhall  take  me  to  the  upper  and  better  houfe. 

What  the  Lord  is  preparing  me  for,  I  know 
not ;  and  what  my  path  will  be  next,  I  am  in  the 
dark  about.  You  intimate  that  he  is  preparing 
me  for  the  field  of  adlion.  May  I  be  taught  to 
endure  hardnefs  as  a  good  foldier  of  Jefus  Chrift  I 
The  world,  the  flefli,  and  the  devil,  are  againft 
me,  I  know ;  but  this  I  know,  likewife,  that  I 
can  do  all  things  through  Chrift  firengthening 
me.  However,  at  prefent  I  feem  as  if  I  had  no 
enemies ;  for  the  Lord  has  made  the  corruptions 
of  my  heart,  and  Satan  too,  as  ftill  as  a  ftone. 
And  iweetly  does  he  commune  with  my  foul,  which 
humbles. me  in  the  duft  before  him;  and  I  feel 
fuch  meltings  of  heart  as  I  never  knew  any  thing 
of  before ;  whith  have  been  much  produced  by 
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yonf  two  laft  letters.  The  myffic  gates  and  Ttardi 
that  Wifdom  is  leading  my  foul  through  are  feme 
of  the  fecrets  that  are  with  them  in  whofe  heart 
he  has  put  his  fear.  ^  I,**  fays  Wifdom,  *^  lead 
in  the  way  of  rightcoufnefs,  in  the  midft  of  the 
paths  of  judgment,  to  caufe  them  that  love  me  t6 
inherit  fubftance ;  and  I  will  fill  their  treafures,'* 
1  believe  that  what  lam  now  in  the  enjojrment  of 
ite  ibme  of  that  fubftance,  that  fabbath-day's  por- 
tion, which  you  told  me  in  my  dream  I  fhould  en- 
joy. Surely  the  Lord  does  now,  as  well  as  in  days 
of  old,  inftruA  by  dreams  and  vifions  of  the  night 
^  When  deep  fleep  feUeth  upon  men,  then  he 
fealeth  their  inftruiftions.'*  I  am  fure  I  can  witneft 
to  the  truth  of  this.  We  were  greatly  in  expcfta- 
tion  of  feeitig  you  before  now.  But  -the  Lord 
knows  beft  when:  to  fend  you^  I  hope,  when' you 
do-  come,  it  will  be  with  good  news-  from  a  far 
country,  and  make  it  one  of  the  days  of  the  Son 
of  Mail  to  us.  I  think  I  need  n«t  tell  you  that  I 
Ihall  be  hflppy  to  hear  from  you  again.  I  hare  a 
yoxjtng  hidden  me^mth  me  who  defires  to  be  re- 
membered to  you.  She  wifheis  you  the  enjoyment 
of  every  fpiritual  bleffing.  She  is  one  that  is 
waiting  at  the  pool  for  the  moving  of  the  waters^ 
to  be  Iiealed  of  all  her  fpiritual  difeafes.  Our  lit* 
de  fiiler,  who  hath  no  breafls,  is  much  indifpofed 
I  tliink  ihe  would  greatly  efleem  a  letter  from  you. 
Remember  my  lo^c  to  Father  G— ~ri*  I  leopc 
he  is  not  ofiendcd  at  the  liberty  I  took  in  writing 
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to  him.  I  muA  conckide,  wifhing  you  evety  bleif* 
ing  of  the  better  covcnantj  and  that  you  may  ever 
have  much  of  the  prefence  of  the  Ix>rd  with  you. 
So  prays  > 

Yours^  in  fincere  afFeftion, 

The  King's  Dale.  PHILOMELA^ 


LETTER    XV. 


To  PHILOMELA,  in  the  King's  Dak. 


My  dear  lifter's  epiftle  is  arrived, 
wiiii  all  its  good  tidings,  and  the  refleftions  of 
good  npws  from  a  far  country.  The  night  is  not 
only  far  fpent,  but  gone,  with  thee ;  and  nothing 
but  the  day-fpring  from  on  high  vifits  thee.  The 
^ildernefs  fprings,  and  the  defert  bloflbms  as  the 
rofc.  Nothing  now  but  honey  fk>m  the  comb, 
wine  from  the  clufter,  and  milk  from  the  breaft. 
The  old  man  is  crucified  with  Chrift,  yea,  dead, 
buried,  and  the  body  of  lins  deftroyed ;  and  there 
is  an  end  of  him.  Satan,  who  had  the  power  of 
death,   is  deftroyed  alfo,   for  Chrift    hath    tri- 
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umphed  over  him  upon  the  croft ;  fo  that  no  evil 
is  expe£ted  from  that  quarter.  Self-^denial^  a  daily 
eroft,  the  furnace  of  afflidtion,  and  the  fiery  trial 
of  &ith^  are  all  out  of  fight,  and  out  of  mind,  and 
neither  defired  nor  expedted. 

You  inform  me  that  you  ihould  like  to  con- 
tinue in  that  mount    But  I  muft  confefs  it  is  a 

m 

myfi:ery  to  me  that  thou  art  not  down  firom  it  be- 
fore now.  Faith  muft  be  tried  with  fire  before  it 
fhall  be  found  unto  praife,  and  glory,  and  honour, 
at  the  appearing  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Can  you  glory 
in  your  infirmities  ?  Can  you  take  pleafure  in 
reproaches,  in  neceffities,  in  perfccutions,  in  dif- 
trefles,  for  Chrift's  fake  ?  To  be  fure  the  moft 
ufefui  foldiers  in  an  army  muft  be  the  young  re- 
cruits, who  are  engaged  in  fpending  their  bounty; 
and  the  moft  nfeful  children  in  a  family  muft  be 
thofe  who  are  hanging  at  the  breaft.  Such  foldiers 
ferve  to  fill  the  mufter-roU;  and  fuch  children 
ferve  to  increafe  the'  number  of  a  family ;  and  fliat 
is  all  the  ufe  they  are  of.  God  hath  fet  the  day 
of  profperity  and  the  day  of  adverfity  one  againft 
the  other.  But  your  evil  days  come  not.  The 
reafon  of  my  long  filencc  is  your  long  profperity, 
I  may  be  a  fellow-helper  of  your  joy ;  but  to  com- 
fort them  that  mourn  is  a  greater  aft  of  charity. 
It  is  not  my  pecxilijlr  province  to  tune  the  love- 
ftrings  of  an  heart  that  is  always  filled  with  me- 
lody. Befides,  you  have  ver)'  few,  in  that  part  of 
the  world,  to  fing  to  but  thofe  of  heavy  hearts ; 
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and  much  muiic  to  thefe  may  provoke  them  to 
jealoafy,  and  they  may  envy  your  happinefs,  and 
be  led,  by  the  devil  and  unbelief,  to  curfe  their 
hard  fate,  unlefs  you  can  mingle  a  little  wifdom 
tvith  it ;  that  is,  conceal  it,  when  need  requires, 
and  become  weak  to  the  weak,  and  as  bound  to 
them  that  are  under  the  law. 

I  once  knew  a  young  man  who  continued  in  his 
comforts  for  three  or  four  years,  and  who  feemed 
to  have  nothing  elfe  but  joy  and  happinefs ;  and 
at  that  time  I  had  feldom  any  thii^  elie  but 
temptations,  bondage,  perfecution,  hui^r,  cold, 
and  nakednefs ;  and  I  have  often  envied  his  hap* 
pinefs,  longed  to  be  indulged  like  him,  and  curfed 
my^  hard  fate  and  evil  days.  But  he  turned  out 
an  awful  apoftate,  and,  when  he  h^d  filled  his 
meafure,  came  to  his  end  in  the  midft  of  his  days« 
I  am  watching  to  fee  what  fort  of  a  fuckling  thou 
wilt  turn  out  to  be ;  whether  one  of  them  who  al- 
ways need  milk,  being  unfkilful  in  the  word  of 
tighteoulhefs ;  or  one  of  full  age,  who,  by  reafon 
of  ufe,  have  their  fenfes  exercifed  to  diicem  both 
good  and  evil,  and  fo  live  upon  ftnong  meat. 
When  it  pleafed  God  to  reveal  his  Son  in  me> 
with  all  his  faving  benefits,  when  pardon,  juftifi- 
cation,  and  adoption,  all  came  in  at  once,  and  per- 
fect liberty  was  proclaimed,  I  looked  at  him  whom 
I  had  pierced,  and  mourned ;  not  for  him,  for  I 
had  got  him ;  but  over  him,  to  think  of  his  dread- 
ful fuffisring^  for  fuch  a  worthlefs  wretch  as  me. 
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JJis  dying  love  melted-  me ;  his  cotaforta  fiUed  my 
foul  with  holy  grief;  I  rejoiced  in  his  falvation^- 
but  wept  all  the  day  long  over  my  fufferingiSa- 
riour-     My  unworthinefs  made  me    coyly   pnt 
away  his  tender  mercy  from  me,  and  I  cringed 
from  him  to  fliun  the  light.     But  he  prdTed  lus 
love  upon  me,  and  purfiied  me,  and  compelled 
me  to  ufe  freedom  and  familiarity  with  him.   This 
glorious  vifion,  and  the  bleffed  efied^s  of  it,  conti* 
nuedy  excepting  a  few  intem^als,  for  near  twelve 
rtiohths ;  and  every  evil  of  my  heart  was  entirely 
iiidfi'ommc;  at  which  time  the  promifes  came 
into  my.  foiil  fwarming  like  bees ;  and,  as  they 
came  into   my  heart,    fo  they  difcharged  their 
rich  and  bleffed  contents,  and  that  with  power, 
love,  and  coitofort;  when  at  the  lame  time  the 
Spirit  explained  their  meaning  to  my  underftand- 
ing,  and  applied  their  bleffings  to  my  heart ;  and^ 
I   fucked,  the    breads    of  thcfe    coniblations ;   I 
milked  out,  and  was  fatisfied  and  delighted  with 
the  abundance  of  Zion's  glory.     I  was  dandled 
on  the  knee,,  and  borne  upon  the  fide ;  and,  as 
one  whom-  his  mother  comforteth,  fo  did  my  God 
and  Saviour  comfort  me ;  and  I  was  comforted  in 
Jerufalcm ;  for  I  had  an  open  vifion  of  that  royf- 
tical  city  for  fome  hours  together,  and  that  in  the 
day-time,  •    This  open  vifion  enlarged  my  mind, 
and  ejctQuded  my  views,  and  my  inward  confola- 
tions  aboupded.;  infomuch  that  my  foul  mdlted 
;with  Ipve,  gratitude,  raeefcnefs,  Jmmili^tion,  con- 
:  " !  *  trition, 
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trition^  aiid  godly  foriow^  all  the  day  Jkftigi  { 
loathed  myfelf  in  duit  and  afhes,  and  thought  I 
could  jiever  be  enough  avenged  on  myfelf  for  my 
former  folly,  nor  ever  appear  little  enough  in  my 
own  eyes,  nor  be  enough  grateful  to  the  King  of 
ktngs  and  Lord  of  lords.  This  continued,  as  Ix^ 
fore  obferved,  well  nigh  a  whole  year,  without 
mfuqh  variation ;  and  in  thefe  frames  I  was  won- 
derfully fecure,  and  expected  daily  to  be  ripening 
for  glory,  afid  that  I  Ihould  foon  be  called  to  the 
upper  world ;  and  I  longed  for  *it.  Little  did  I 
think  that  thefe  comforts  would  evtt  be  jes^changod 
for  fpirituar  defertions,  the  piercing  frowns  and 
flights  of  Heaven,  and  the  dreadful  affaults  of  Sa* 
tan.  I  had,  in  my  unfpeakable  joy,  defied  both . 
the  devil  and  fin.  The  fucking  child  had  played 
on  the  hole  of  the  afp ;  but  it  is  the  weaiied  child 
that  Ihall  put  his  hand  on  the  cockatfice  deii« 
I  had,  in  my  profpefity,  faid,  *^  Surely  I  ihall 
iiever  be  moved ;  for  thou,  Lord,  of  thy  goodneft, 
haft  made  my  hill  fo  ftrong."  /After  &e  expira- 
tion of  the  above  term  I  Ibund  the  corruptions  of 
my  heart  begin  to  ilir,  and  appear  in  fight.  Joha 
could  not  be  more  terrified  at  the  app^amnce  Qf 
the  beafi:  with  ieven  heads  and  ten  hprns  than  Jl 
was  at  the  appearance  of  thefe.  I  cried  mightily 
to  God,  and  down  they  all  went,  and  out  of  fight. 
Soon  after  they  appeared  again;  and  I  prayed, 
aiKl  all  thefe  litde  foxes,  that  fpoiled  the  vines, 
icjuULed  ifxU>  their  holes.    But  foon  they  app.e^r^ 
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more  fonnidable^  firft  one  and  then  another ;  and> 
before  I  could  get  one  out  of  fight  by  prayer, 
there  would  appear  ten  more  in  fight,  till  I  quite 
defpaired  of  driving  out  thefe  old  inhabitants  of 
the  land.  And  now  my  comforts  fled,  and  the 
Lord  left  me ;  and  Satan  came  to  prefent  to  my 
view  the  holinefe  of  a  real  faint,  and  how  widely 
I  differed  from  one  of  that  happy  number,  by 
fuggefting  fuch  texts  as  thefe :  ^^  He  that  is  bom 
of  God  finncth  not ;"  ^^  They  do  no  iniquity ; 
they  walk  in  his  law,"  &c.  And  with  this  tempta- 
tion alfo  was  I  befet,  namely,  that  I  had  inadver* 
tently  finned  againft  the  Holy  Ghofi:.  This  cut 
my  girdle.  I  caft  away  all  my  confidence,  re- 
pented of  my  prefumption  in  claiming  Chrift  as 
mine,  and  relinquilhed,  as  far  as  unbelief  could 
go,  all  pretenfions  to  any  part  or  lot  in  the  great 
fklvation  of  Chrifi:.  At  this  time  the  Lord  returned 
with  double  love  and  treble  glory,  and  revived 
the  whole  work,  and  brought  it  all  forth  to  light 
again,  and  led  me  to  compare  fpiritual  things  with 
IpirituaL  His  work  within,  with  his  word  of  pro- 
mife  without,  and  what  I  read  in  his  book,  I 
found  to  be  engraved  on  my  heart,  and  I  appeared 
to  be  efi:ablifhed  like  the  cverlafting  hills. 

And  now  I  muft  tell  my  firiend  how  this  trial 
came  upon  me.  I  had  been  for  fome  time  turn- 
ing over  in  my  mind  fuch  pafiages  as  thefe; 
"  You  Ihall  be  hated  of  all  men  for  my  name*s 
iake/*    ^'  Is  it  through  much  tribulation  we  muft 
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tnttt  into  the  kingdom  of  God/*  ^^  I  have  chofeu 
thee  in  the  furnace  of  attAion."  <'  He  that  will 
come  after  me,  let  him  take  up  his  crofs  and  toU 
low  me/'  I  knew  that  I  had  none  of  thefe  exer« 
cifes^  and  therefore  concluded  all  was  not  right 
with  me ;  that  I  was  not  ^^  in  the  footfieps  of  the 
flock  ;*  and,  fearing  of  coming  ihort  of  the  pitH 
mifedreil,  and'of  any  thing  being  lacking  in  my 
faith  that  is  effential  to  falvation,  I  fecietly  wiihed 
for  trials  and  troubles,  and  for  fuch  tribulation  as 
lay  in  the  way  to  the  kingdom ;  and  foon  afler  the 
above-defcribed  defertion  came  on.  But,  afler 
the  above-mentioned  revival  of  the  work,  my 
moimtain  feemed  fo  ifarong  again,  that  I  thought, 
as  before,  that  I  ihould  never  be  moved  again. 
But^  foon  after,  another  fpiritual  defertion  came 
on,  attended  with  wrath,  bittemefs  of  foul,  legal 
bondage,  and  intolerable  hardnefs  of  heart.  And 
with  this  a  very  fbrange  fixe  was  kindled,  which  I 
never  had  felt  before,  and  that  was  fpiritual  jea« 
loufy ;  and  this  ftirred  up  the  mofl  bitter  rebd* 
lion,  and  laid  me  open  to  the  cruel  affaults  of 
Satan.  All  thefe  came  on  at  once.  This  fad  com* 
plication  of  miferies  fo  confounded  me,  and  drank 
up  my  fpirits,  that  I  was  obliged  to  quit  my  law- 
ful labour,  and  to  wander  into  the  fields  and 
woods.  At  length  the  Lord  came  agdn,  as  before, 
and  brought  his  whole  work  on  my  foul  to  light 
again ;  and  I  curfed  my  folly  in  giving  way  to  Sa-' 
tan  and  to  imbelief,  and  for  calling  in  queflion 
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the  faithfulncfs  and*>tmth  of  die  unchdngeabto 
Jehovah;  and  fecretlp4dihcd  for  another  oniet 
with  the  devil,  not,  diobdn^  but  I  fhould  quit 
xnyfelf  like  a  man.  B\A,  4isi  foon  as  tlie  .;iext  at-* 
tack.cai»e  on,  I  turned  back  in  the  day  of  battle^ 
although  harneffed  and  carrying  a  bow ;  for  the 
devil,  \^arying  his  temptations,  furprilcd  me  on 
that  fide  where  I  was  moft  fecurc.  And  hence  it 
appeared  as  though  fome  ftr^ge  thing  bad  hap- 
])ened  unto  me.  For  ibaie  mcmths  I  went  on,  up 
and  doWn  in  the  balance  of  the  fan&uary,  tJM 
way*  And  I  learnt  one  leiTon  in  lihis  field  of  ac* 
tion,  and  that  was,  that  the  Lord's  ftrength  was 
made  perfeft  in  weaknefs*  For,  when  I  refolved 
and  muilered  up  all  my  courage,  I  never  ftood  at 
all,  but  fell  when  the  firft  dart  reached  me ;  but» 
when  I  feared,  tnembled,  and  cried  mightily  to 
tnyGod  and  Saviour,  he  hath  (tjDengthened  the 
weak  againfl:  the  ftrong,  fo  that  the  weak  hatfa 
come  even  to  the  fortrefs.  I  have,  at  fuch  times, 
been  enabled  even  to  refemble  a  foldier  of  Chnft. 
I  have  rebuked  the  devil  for  his  infolence  and 
blaiphemy ;  I  have  curfed  him  and  defied  him, 
in  the  name  of  the  living  God*  I  told  him  he 
was  damned,  and  his  puniihment  would  certainly 
come  on  him,  and  that  my  eyes  fhould  lee  it;  and 
he  could  not  deny  it,  nor  reply  againft  it.  How- 
ever, thefe  continual  changes,  one  day  at  the  gates 
of  heaven,  and  the  next  day  in  the  belly  of  hell, 
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led  me  to  conclude  tliat  it  was  not  pleafing  to 
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Gk)d  tfiat  I  was  fo  infatiable  after  comfort ;  be- 
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caufe  I  perc3eived  that  my  joys  got  more  and  more 
Ihort-liTed,  and  my  bitter  feafons  were  more  and 
mofe  lengthened  out/    The  day  of  profpcrity  ap- 
peared but  an  hour,  and  the  day  of  adverfity  a 
month.     My  heart  was  well  acquainted  with  its 
own  bittemefs ;  ntor  did  ftrangers  intermeddk  with 
my  joy.     Yet  I  fecretly  wilhed  that  my  feet  flood 
in  a  more  even  path.     But  muft  I  tell  you  all  the 
fccret  ?  mufl  I  difclofe  my  own  Ihame  ?     Take  it 
then.     I  thought  in  my  lieart,  and  muttered  otrf 
with  my  lips,  the  following  perverfenefs :  "  I  be- 
lieve the  Lord  grudges  me  my  comforts,  or  elfe  he 
would  never  fufFer  me  to  be  fo  bufietted  by  the 
devil  every  time  they  are  gone;   and  I  would 
fooner  be  without  them  than  go  on  fo.'*    And  the 
Lord  took  me  at  my  word ;  for  the  fweet  bteafl:  of 
confolation  was  immediately  withdrawn,  to  my 
great  grief,   and  no  fmall  mortification;  and  I 
found  it  jufl:  as  the  evangelical  prophet  rcprefents 
it:  "^  Whom  Ihall  he  teach  knowledge?    and 
whom  Ihnll  he  make  to    underftand  dodrinc? 
them  that  are  weaned  from  the  milk,  and  drawn 
from  the  breafts.     For  precept  muft  be  upon  prc- 
cept;  precept  upon  precept ;  line  upon  line,  line 
upon  line ;  here  a  little,  and  there  a  little."    Ifa. 
xxviii.  9,   10,     The  bread  being  withdrawn,  I 
fearched  the  fcriptures  day  and  night  to  fee  what 
fccurity  I  could  get,  what  confirmation  and  cfta- 
Wifliment  the  word  of  God  afforded.    I  compared 
•    -^  his 
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his  work  on  my  foul  with  his  word,  and  efpeci-* 
ally  thofe  parts  where  he  promifes  to  make  a  new 
covenant  with  us^  to  pardon  fin,  and  give  us  a 
new  heart,  &c. ;  and  I  found  the  work  to  be  ge* 
nuine,  and  that  it  would  iland  the  tefl  of  every 
text,  ex^pt  fuch  as  thefe :  ^'  He  that  is  bom  of 
God  finneth  not."  '*  They  alfo  do  no  iniquity : 
they  walk  in  his  ways/*  Pfalm  cxix.  3.  Thefe  I 
could  not  make  out,  as  they  feemed  to  alTert  no- 
thing lefs  than  perfedtion.  At  thefe  I  often  ftag- 
gered ;  and  they  were  fad  (lumbling*blocks  to 
jQe.  However,  I  conlidered  the  decrees  and  pur- 
pofes  of  God,  bis  covenants,  promifes,  faithful* 
nels,  and  truth ;  the  immutability  of  his  nature^ 
the  finiihed  work  of  Chrift,  the  oaths  of  God,  the 
Spirit*s  work,  and  his  faithfulnefs  to  his  children 
in  every  age ;  and  got  much  light,  and  gathered 
much  ftrength,  this  way ;  and  the  bleffed  Spirit, 
who  before  was  my  comforter^  was  now  a  fpirit 
of  revelation  and  imderfbmding  to  me ;  and,  hav- 
ing loil  all  my  milk  and  honey,  I  fed  upon  ftrong 
meat ;  the  breafl:  was  taken  away,  and  knowledge 
and  underftanding  became  my  food.  I  had  be- 
fore grown  in  grace,  and  now  I  grew  in  know- 
ledge ;  and  my  mind  was  much  employed  in  hea- 
venly meditation  on  the  glorious  truths  of  the 
gofpel.  But  this  did  not  afford  that  nourifhment, 
warmth,  and  heavenly  fweetnefs,  to  the  heart, 
which  the  other  did.  I  oflen  fat  down  and  con* 
fidered  the  days  of  old,  when  ^^  the  vifitations  of 

God 
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<jrOd  prefervcd  my  fpirit>  when  his  glory  >vas 
ir^Qi  in  me^  and  when  the  dew  lay  all  night  upon 
my  branch  ;**  and  wept, iighed^  whined,  and  fobbed^ 
after  the  milk  and  honey. .  But  the  Holy  Spiiity 
at  fuch  times^  would  produce  fubmiiSon  and  re* 
fignation  in  me  to  the  will  of  God,  and  fuggeft  to 
my  mind  tbat^  when  I  had  finiihed  my  courfe^  I 
ihould  have  my  heart  full  of  that  fweet  fare,  and 
that  for  evermore ;  which  made  me  long  for  death. 
At  thefe  times  '^  I  have  behaved  and  quieted  my« 
felf  as  a  child  that  is  weaned  of  his  mother:  my 
foul  was  even  as  a  weaned  child.**  Pfalm  cxzxi.  2. 
About  that  period  I  was  working  in  the  coal 
baige,  and  fullering  hunger,  cold,  and  almoft 
nakednefs ;  befides  the  confiidhi  within,  perfecu- 
tions  without,  and  the  lofs  of  that  which  to  me 
was  dearer  than  life.  It  pleafed  God  to  pity  and 
yi£t  me  again.  I  had  an  old  lumber-room,  where  I 
often  withdrew  when  my  burden  was  too  heavy 
for  me  to  bear;  and  as  fure  as  I  entered  that  place, 
fo  fure  did  the  Lord  of  all  lords  vifit  me.    He 

m 

would  "  come  down  as  rain  upon  the  mown 
ffSifSf  and  as  Ihowers  that  water  the  earth  ;*'  till  I 
could  compare  it  to  nothing  but  what  I  had  read 
of  entering  into  the  holy  of  holies,  when  "  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  had  filled  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord.**  O  what  condefcenfion  for  the  Moft  High 
to  humble  himfelf  to  take  notice  of  fuch  worms 
ofAeduft! 

After 
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After  many  of  thefe  foul-reviving  and  foul- 
eftabliihing  viiits^  thofe  trials^  which  are  peculiar 
to  the  minifhy^  came  on^  attended  with  legal 
bondage,  and  various  temptations  and  oppofitions; 
and-befet  I  was  with  every  clafs  of  heretics,  till  I 
went,  like  the  woman  the  Saviour  healed,  bowed 
together  for  fevcral  years ;  till,  what  with  trouble, 
real  want,  and  hard  labour,  I  was  at  the  brink  of 
the  grave,  and  longed  for  it ;  but  it  came  not  At 
length  it  pleafed  God  to  renew  my  youth  like  the 
eagle's ;  and  he  fupplied  me  with  temporal  ne- 
ceflaries,  equipped  me  with  truth  and  fortitude, 
and  gave  me  a  great  delire  to  be  ufeful ;  and  he 
foon  let  me  fee  that  I  did  \not  labour  in  vain. 
And  now  this  became  my  food ;  it  ^as  my  meat 
dnd  drink  to  do  his  will,  and  to  fee  his  wori: 
profper.  And  this  led  me  to  walk  fieady  with 
iny  God  in  peace  and  equity ;  and,  having  ob- 
tained help  from  him,  I  continue  to  this  day^ 
Thus,  Delilah  like,  your  three  fucceeding  epiftles 
have  drawn  the  fecret  out  of  my  heart.  And, 
after  all,  what  is  it  ?  Why,  divine  power  lodged 
in  a  lock  of  human  hair ;  or,  to  fpeak  in  New 
Teftamcnt  language,  it  iai  God's  ftrength  made 
perfcft  in  man*s  weaknefe.  Adieu.  I  muft  attend 
the  houfehold ;  but  cannot  help  fubfcribing  myfclf 

Ever  yourSj 
The  Dcicrt.  NOCTUA  AURIT A. 
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LETTER    XVI. 

•r 

To  NOCTUJ  AURITA,  in  the  Dtfert.    "' 

♦ 

I  BBOfiiVETD  £ife  yOMx  very  ?aluablo 
€|»flle;  a^d  I  hope  you  will  excufe  my  not  ac« 
knowledging  the  receipt  of  it  before  this  time.  ] 
aflfute.you  it  has  not  been  for  want  of  inclinatioBj 
but  want- of  tim,e. ..  My  hands  have  been  fully 
employed  in  nuriing,'!  which  hath  been  to  nnea 
fore .  tri^*  The  Lord, .  has.  vilki^  my  dear  littlQ 
boy  with  a  diforder  5¥hich  we  feared  woujd  pro^e 
&tal.  A^  under  this  trial  the  Canaanitcs^  whieh 
are  le^  in  the  land  to  be  as  thorns,  in,  my  fide, 
made  me  feverely  feel  their  power,  affift^  by  Sa- 
tan their  ally,  who  appeared  at  their  head,  and 
who  mStde.fuch'an  inroad  upon  me  as  greatly  diif- 
quieted'my  fpirita.  The  rebellion  of  my  heart 
was  .Ainfd.  up,  and  hard  thougkts  of  .God  foi-^ 
lowedw  J  could  not  gire'up  the  child ;  and  Satan 
fu^efted  fuch  tiiing^;ta  my  mind  concerning  the 
eternal  iHate  of  the  boy,  £bould  he  die  under  the 
corfe  of  God's  righteous  law,  as  I  believe  I  never 
Ihall  let  come  out  of  the  doors  of  my  lips.  But  1 
arfium  you  they  ware  fueh  as  rfent  the  caul  of 
my  heart ;  and,  t&ougfa  I  coiild  not  give  the  child 
•4  up. 
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up,  yet  I  trembled  at  the  thoughts  of  Biking  for 
his  life.  I  was  preflfed  beyond  meafure.  I  could 
^nly  lay  to  the  Lord,  "  Thou  knoweft  my  heart, 
what  I  am  by  nature ;  and  that  mo  thing  but  thefe 
rank  weeds  will  e\'er  be  produced  by  me,  unlefs 
thou  art  pleafed,  by  the  operations  of  thy  S|uiit, 
to  work  in  me  that  fubmiffion  and  refignation  to 
thy  will  which  Ihall  glorify  thee."  The  Lord  ap- 
peared for  the  child,  and  hath  reftored  him  to  us 
again.  But  fubmiilion  and  refignation  were  iKrt 
found  in  my  heart.  His  Excellency  fent  me  your 
cpiftle,  which  you  diredied  to  be  left  with  him, 
with  the  following  direction  on  it:  "  To  her 
Majefty  the  Queen  of  the  Beggars,  valire  a  thou- 
land  pounds/*  But,  when  I  had  read  the  con- 
tents, I  was  conftrained  to  enhance  the  value ;  for 
I  found  the  price  of  it  to  be  &r  above  rubies.  I 
thank  you  kindly  for  it.  I  thought  of  an  old  pro- 
verb, viz.  ^'  To  be  fore-warned  is  to  be  ftwe- 
armed.** 

I  think  there  can  but  little  befall  me  in  the  path 
of  tribulation  but  virhat  you  have  Ihewed  me  al- 
ready. You  feem  to  intimate  that  you  think  I 
may  be  a  ilumbling-block  to  thofe  whofe  jdys  do 
not  rife  fo  high  as  God  is  pleafed  to  raife  mine. 
Indeed,  it  is  true  that  fome  envy  me,  and  fome  are 
filled  with  jealoufy.  But  envy  and  jealoufy  feem 
to  me  to  be  two  different  things.  Where  the  lat* 
ter  is  working,  I  believe  it  will  be  a  means,  under 
God^  of  bringing  the  fame  bleifing^  into  their 

6  fouls. 
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fouls.  Thefe  will  not  rejoice  when  I  am  brought ' 
low,  but  will  be  the  firft  that  will  help  me,  by 
their  prayenr,  that  I  may  be  raifed  up  again.  But 
where  envy  woHcs,  nothing  would  gratify  thefe 
more  than  to  fee  me  down.  But  this  is  like  to 
brii^  nothing  into  their  own  fouls.  To  the  for- 
mer I  feel  my  whole  heart  and  foul  going  out; 
but  to  the  latter  I  cannot  find  a  union. 

Something  in  your  letter  quite  furprifed  me, 
and  that  is,  to  think  that,  after  you  had  been  led 
in  fucb  a  fweet  path  for  ten  months,  and  under 
fuch  manifellations  of  divine  love,  you  ihould 
again  be  brought  into  fuch  darknefs  as  to  doubt 
of  the  work  on  your  foul  being  real.  Had  you 
not  related  it  as  experienced  by  yourfelf,  I  fliould 
have  flaggered  at  it.  But,  if  God  has  dealt  fo  with 
you,  I  fear  I  fhall  not  efcape.  But  it  is  fuch  an . 
evil  day  as  I  would  wilh  to  put  far  from  me. 
Should  fuch  a  time  ever  come,  I  think  I  fhall  find 
your  epifUe  to  be  of  great  ufe  to  me.  But  I  fhould 
never  have  thought  there  was  a  probability  of  any 
thing  like  it  befalling  me.  To  be  fure  at  prefent 
my  mountain  feems  to  ftand  fh-ong ;  the  place  of 
my  defence  is  the  Munition  of  Rocks ;  and  God 
is  truly  gracious  to  me ;  for  I  have  not  had  one 
day  of  real  darknefs  in  my  own  foul  fince  the 
time  we  all  met  at  GaiTon's  Bower,  where  the 
Lord  met  me  by  the  way,  as  he  did  the  difciples 
in  their  journey  to  Emmaus.  I  faw  his  Excel- 
lency yeflerday.    We  are  reaping  the  fraits  of  his 
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labour.  He  came  to  iis  (after  tus  long  abTeacG^ 
as  I  called  it)  in  the  fqlnefs  of  the  bleffing»  of  the 
gofpel  of  peace. .  I  am  gbd  t6  lieaar  we  are  to 
have  another  printed  fermoa  frooh  you  next  week* 
I  found  your  laft  much  blefied  to  me.  I  fhall  be 
glad  to  hear  that  you  are  coming  asnong  us  again  ; 
and  I  hope  you  will  favour  me  with  another 
epiftle  foon ;  for  I  feel  myfelf  difappointed  if  I  da 
not  hear  from  you  once  a  wtefc.  I  fhould  be  glad 
to  know,  in  yom*  next,  if  I  am  at  liberty  to  fticw 
your  laft  epiftle  to  our  fi'iends:  they  know  I  have 
had  one.  I  believe  his  Excdlency  has  told  them*. 
But  I  have  given  them  to  underftand  that  they 
fhall  not  fee  it  without  your  leave.  The  young 
(tripling^  from  the  Bower  declared  yefterday  that 
he  would  not  let  me  be  at  peace  till  he  had  feeri 
it.  I  Was  glad  to  hear,  by  my  lifter  s  letter,  that 
you'had  not  been  affiiiSted  fo  badly  with  cold  and 
hoarfenefs  this  winter  as  you  hare  been  fome  winf- 
ters  paft.  May  the  Lord  continue  you  in  Ixxfily. 
health  and  much;  foul  profperity,  is  the  fervent 

prayer  of 

i    • 

YpuT  affeAionate  filler  in  the 

bonds  of  the  gofpel. 

The  King's  Dale.  .  PHILOMELA. 


o  j 


L£TX£B 


<     B3     ) 


'      f    I 


LETTER    XVII. 


To-  PHILOMEI^J,  of  the  Kings  Dah, 


J' 


I 


THE'epiftle  of  m;^  lifter  is  come 
fafe,  arid  tio^  lies  before  me.  It  is/  according  to 
the  prophet  Habakkuk;  a  fong  of  various'things, 
fung  in  various  turies.  '  Your  days  have  been  for- 
row,  arid  your  ttaVail  grief.  Call  this  time  of  ad- 
verfity  Gad,  for  there  is  a  troop  liehmdV  or  call 
them  thd  beginning  of  forrows,  for  imbelief  will 
oftetiHell  you^thdt  there  willlie  no  end  6f  them. 
Sttari  is  a  MM  adv'erfkry:'  He  can  d\:er  both  his 
appearande  iti^  his  liifTttei&ce.  While  1  lay  in 
the  dark'  regtohi  'of  th'^^ftiadbw  6f  deatli^  under 
the  ^fifefts  i^divi'ne  Jiiftice,  and'  filled  with  fury 
and  t!hc  lebubei  of  itiy '  God,  he  worked  cdnftantly 
upon  the  hafdiiefs  of  my  heart,  the  carnal  enmity 
of  my  mind,  and  on  that  foul-deftroyifag  fin  of 
unbelief,  in  which  I  was  fhut  up.'  I&'  took  oc-  , 
drfion  to  multiply  his  accufations  by  the  fins 
which  flood  before  mine  eyes,  the  burden  of  guilt 
\vbich  I  felt,  and  the  wrath  of  the  law  which 
worked  in  me.  And  I  knew  that  this  was  the 
devil,  and  the  works  of  him.  But,  after  my  de- 
liverance had  been  proclaimed,  my  calling  made 
dear,  and  mine  eleftion  fure,  he  came  tp  me  again, 

G2  fo 
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fo  altered  in  appearance^  in  language^  and  in  in* 
fluence,  that  I  really  did  not  know  my  old  ac- 
quaintance. He  came  not  now  in  his  fable  garb^ 
but  in  his  ihining  robe ;  not  to  attend  my  funeral 
to  hell  and  the  grave,  but  as  a  friend  at  my  wed* 
ding ;  not  to  accufe,  but  to  give  me  counfel ;  not 
to  drive,  but  to  draw ;  not  to  fink  me  into  defpair, 
but  to  lifl  me  up  to  the  wind,  and  make  me  ride 
upon  it ;  not  to  reproach  me,  but*  to  praife  me ; 
not  to  tell  me  what  ah  awful  rebel  I  had  been,  but 
what  a  faint  I  then  was.  Satan  had  changed  his 
voice.  And  furely  among  them  that  are  bom  of 
women  there  had  not  appeared  a  greater  wpnder 
than  Parfon  Sack.  I,  not  in  the  leaft  fufpe6Ung 
this  ilrange  vifitor  to  be  one  of  the  king  of  Baby- 
lon's ambafTadors,  was  pleafed  with  his  comiqg 
as  much  as  He^kiah  wa^  and  Ihewed  him  all  my 
precious  things ;  for  he  came  not  with  heavy  tidings, 
but  with  fmooth  things  ;*not  as  a  ddiroyer,  but  as  a 
builder  up.  He  treated  of  the  gopdnefs  and.  fafety 
of  my  flate ;  of  the  height  of  divine  favour  in 
which  I  flood,  and  of  my  certain  arrival  at  the  de- 
fired  haven.  From  this  he  defcendcd  to  the  fmall 
number  of  God's  ele6l ;  very  fmall,  when  com- 
pared to  the  world  at  large.  And  as  he  preached, 
fo  he  endeavoured  to  apply  the  doftrine.  He 
worked  his  bottle-fcrew  into  my  natiual  affedlions^ 
and  made  my  bowels  found.  He  fet  before  me 
all  my  little  ones,  and  my  dame,  as  not  included  in 
the  bond  of  the  covenant;  and  then  operated  upoa 

and 
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and  influenced  every  tender  feeling  I  had.  My 
companion,  eameft  defires,  &c.  &€•  began  to  rife 
Up  and  flow'out  at  fuch  a  rate,  juft  as  Milton  de- 
fcribc&the  luft  of  Adam  and  Eve  working  in  them, 
after  they  had  eaten  the  forbidden  fruit,  till  they 
conceived  it  was  now  divinity  fpringing  up  within 
them.  And  fo  I  thought  that  my  heart  was  filled 
with  grace.  Having  worked  me  up  to  the  higheft 
pitch  of  natural  afFe6lion  for  my  wife  and  chil- 
dren, he  then  left  the  old  hen  and  chicken^  and 
led  my  mind  abroad  to  my  friends  and  relations ; 
then  to  my  old  acquaintance ;  next  to  many  ten- 
der-hearted, pitiful,  and  well-meaning  people 
which  I  knew  in  the  world.  And  ftill  my  heart 
enlarged,  and,  as  he  prefented  them  to  view,  fo  I 
took  them  in.  Then  he  came  to  the  nations  at 
large.  Still  my  heart  opened  and  extended  as  he 
brought  them  to  bear  upon  my  mind.  Then  the 
poor  heathens  were  prefented  to  my  view,  until 
my  bowels  founded  like  an  harp,  not  only  for 
Moab,  but  for  all  thefe.  And  then  the  irrevo- 
cable decrees  of  God  were  fet  before  me,  jufl  as 
they  are  fet  forth  by  the  Arminians.  And  next 
the  devils  were  prefented  to  me  as  objects  of  my 
pity.  And  this  lafl  chamber  of  imagery  difco- 
vered  the  cheat.  Satan  could  no  longer  be  hid ; 
and  I  remembered  his  former  fiery  darts,  and  foon 
was  delivered  fcom  this  fnare  of  the  fowler* 
However,  thia  was  of  ufe  to  me  in ^  the  minifiry ; 
for  from  that  time  i  knew  mofi  aiSuredly  who  it 

G  3  wj»s 
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was  th^t  inftrufled,  fumiflied,  equipped,  and  fent 
out,  the  whole  herd  of  Arminian  teachers;  for 
fore  I  am  that  it  is  the  devil  transformed  that  fup- 
plies  them  all. 

Some  time  after  tliis  he  paid  me  another  vifit^ 
fimilar  to  tlie  laft.  At  that  time  I  was  in  the  mi- 
niftry.  He  came  now  asa  parfon-makcr,  to  in- 
ftrudl  mehow  to  prpccefi  in  the  important  work ; 
aiid  that  was,  to  dr^w  i>o  lines  bqtween  faints  and 
liqner^ ;  to  make  no  applications ;  to  enforce  no 
marks,  evidences,  love-tokens,,  nor  fure  tokens ; 
to  infift  upon  no  criterions,.  charadleriilics,  in£dli- 
We  proofs,  ligns,  nor  touchflooes;  and  then  I 
Ihould  give  no  offence,  nor  fhould  I  raife  any 
bars  of  prejudice  s^gainft  me,  nor  have  any  fligma 
fixed  upon  ipy  charadter ;  my  ufefulnpfs  would  be 
extenfive,  and  my  reputation  a  fweet  favour  to  all, 
I  ihould  endeavour  to  caft  ray  net.fo  as  to  take  in 
all  that  come  within  the  walls  of  my  meeting,  and 
endeavour  to  win  all  to  love  me ;  and  thofe  who 
love  at)eliever,?re/^  pafTed  from  dea^h  to  life.'* 
This  plan  I  intended  .to.adopt  ;Bu^,  when  I  was 
in  the*  work,  the  fire  ^f  zeal,  of  Ipve,  fervour,  holy 
fear;  boldnefs,  and  fortitudes,  flowed  into  mp ;  fo 
that,  inftiead  qC  faying,  *.^  A  cpitfedeta<?y,**  1/  beg^me 
a  divider  and  fcatteiter  whei:eYeiP:  I  went ,  oThfe  hy- 
pocrilfc. hifled,:  and1iifi>b«*ftift)Ul  felt  the  energy; 
and  foon-Gpdiled  «ie  to  fipe  thi§j^r4ttg^  of  the 
devil ;  and  J  learnt .  titsis  /leffftn  by  if;,!  f  ^tbat  of  all 
the  worlf  toen  q£  (So4  *»d  of  fell  thje  wdxH  of  God 
8  , )  under 
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under  heaven,  except  the  death  of  Chrift,  a  mi- 
nifter  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft's  work 
on  the  fouls  of  men>  are  the  greateft  enemies  to 
Satan*  He  has  no  objedtion  to  external  reforma<- 
tion,  if  there  be  no  internal  regeneration.  It  is 
the  Holy  Spirit  that  cads  out  the  flrong  man 
armed,  takes  away  his  armour  wherein  he  trufted, 
fpoils  his  houfe,  and  takes  the  prey  from  the 
mighty.  Having  efcaped  this  fnare,  through  the 
good  hand  of  my  God  upon  me,  he  paid  me  one 
more  vifit  in  his  counterfeit  rays ;  at  which  time 
he  fet  before  me  all  the  real  and  imaginary  evils 
and  dangers  that  would  attend  me  in  the  perilous 
work  of  the  miniftry ;  the  oppofitions  from  the 
world,  from  heretics  and  hypocrites ;  the  hunger, 
cold,  and  nakednefs,  that  I  was  expofed  to ;  the 
treachery  of  pretended  friends ;  the  difficult  work 
of  getting  to  be  clear  in  the  greateft  myfteries  of 
religion,  and  of  efcaping  all  errors ;  the  danger  of 
my  life  by  the  way,  and  of  death  at  the  end,  in  a 
hundred  forms ;  together  with  the  uncertainty  of 
the  Lord's  prefence,  aid,  and  fupport,  which  he 
argued  from  the  fad  defertions  which  had  lately 
befell  me.  He  then  Ihewed  me  my  own  fafety, 
the  goodnefs  of  my  ftate,  and  the  happinefs  which 
would  occur  if  I  withdrew  to  fome  lonely  place*, 
and  kept  all  the  dealings  of  God  with  me  locked 
up  in  my  own  breaft.  But,  this  not  fucceeding, 
he  foon  made  good  his  predi6lions ;  for  there  was 
not  a  tool,  falfely  called  a  gofpel  minifter,  in  towii 
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or  country^  but  what  was  barking,  biting,  warn- 
ing or  cautioning  people  againft  me.  And  this 
has  continued,  without  intermiffion,  for  twenty^ 
four  years  and  upwards ;  and  I  fliould  think  it  an 
ill  omen  Should  it  ceafe,  which  I  am  in  no  fear  or 
danger  of,  feeing  the  devil  has  ftocked  the  nation 
with  fo  many  novices^  whom  he  puffs  up  with 
pride  till  they  fall  under  the  fame  fentence  that 
fell  upon  him* 

The  bowels  of  compailion  and  the  inordinate 
affa5tion  that  you  felt  for  the  child,  and  the  rebel- 
lion againfi  God  that  attended  it,  you  may  fafely 
conclude  were  the  effe^s  of  a  viiit  from  this 
transformed  devil.  For  God  is  as  well  able  to  re- 
generate a  child  as  a  man ;  and  can  perform  that 
good  work  in  the  lail  moment  now,  as  well  as  in 
the  thief  upon  the  crofs.  ^^  His  hand  is  not  fhort^ 
ened."'  Befides,  you  have  no  fcripture  to  prohibit 
or  forbid  your  praying  for  your  child^  nor  yet  for 
the  life  of  the  child,  fuppofing  you  conclude  with 
*^  Not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done.**  And,  if  we 
cannot  fay  this  from  the  heart,  then  we  tan  pray 
for  fubmiiiion  that  we  may  do  it  David  failed, 
cried,  and  prayed,  all  day  and  night  long  for  his 
child,  though  God,  by  his  prophet,  had  declared 
it  ihould  die.  He  prayed  even  againft  the  re-* 
vealed  will  of  God.  But  your  prayer  would  have 
been  according  to  his  will.  This  is  plain,  be^ 
caufe  the  child  is  reftored  to  you  again,  even  with^ 
out  being  prayed  for^ 

Your 
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Your  nice  diftindlion  between  jeahmj^  and  envy 
I  muft  leave  to  the  learned.  I  believe  that  Ra- 
chel was  provoked  to  jealoufy  at  the  fruitiulnefi 
of  Leah^  and  thought  that  ihe  ftood  higher  in  the 
divine  fevour  than  herfelf ;  and  the  confequence 
was^  that  ihe  envied  her  Mer«  The  apoftles 
were  provoked  to  jealoufy  when  James  and  John 
craved  their  feats  on  the  right  and  left  hand  of 
Chrift  in  his  kingdom ;  and  the  other  ten  were 
filled  with  indignation  againft  the  two  brethren* 
But,  you  may  reply,  Wifdom  fays,  "  Who  can 
ftand  before  envy  ?"  True.  And  i^  another  breath 
fhe  tells  you  what  ftirs  it  up :  ^^  Jealoufy  is  the 
rage  of  a  man ;  therefore  he  will  not  fpare  in  the 
day  of  vengeance/'  Solomon  had  learnt  this  by 
experience.  Grod  lent  his  prophet  to  Jeroboam 
to  tell  him  that  he  fhould  be  king  over  ten  tribes. 
This  was  a  fcouige  to  Solomon  for  his  idolatry  t 
and  this  provoked  Solomon  to  fuch  rage  and  jea* 
loufy  that  he  fought  to  kill  Jeroboam.  The  lat-^ 
ter  could  not  ftand  before  the  envy  of  the  former^ 
and  therefore,  to  fave  his  life,  he  fled  into  Egypt. 

If  thou  wilt  nurfe,  fuckle,  fwaddle,  prate,  and 
preach,  go  on:  **  In  the  morning  fow  thy  feed, 
and  in  the  evening  withhold  not  thine  hand,  for 
thou  canft  not  tell  which  ihall  profper,  either  this 
or  that,**  either  the  envious  or  the  jealous ;  "  or 
whether  they  fhall  both  be  alike  good.*'  But  thou 
wilt  be  a  better  judge  of  this  than  thou  now  art 
when  thy  preaching  feafon  is  over ;  for  "  there  is 
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a  time  to  keep  iilence^  as  well  as  a  time  to  fpeal/* 
Thou  waft  not  very  fit  for  the  pulpit  in  this  thy 
laft  high  fit  of  the  fever ;  but  that  was  nothing, 
either  in  weight  or  duration/  to  that-  which  is  yet 
to  come.  Walking  with  the  footmen  wearied  Je* 
remiah ;  but  afterwards  he  was  called  to  contend 
with  horfes :  and^  when  he  was  tired  out  in  a  land 
of  peace,  he  was  ordered  tocc^ewith  thefwel- 
lings  of  Jordan.  God  will  have  us  at  his  feet; 
and  it  is  not  a  little  croffing  and  trying  that  will 
bring  us  there,  and  keep  ni  there.  To  be  ftripped 
of  all  comfort,  and  to  be  laid  in  irons  for  a  whole 
year,  and  this  attended  with  intolerable  hardnefs 
of  heart ;  to  be  left  free  among  the  dead^  and  be 
given  np  to  the  influence  of  a  fleepy  devil,  who 
ihall  give  you  a  dofe  of  his  opium  under  every 
prayer  that  is  put  up,  and  under  every  fermon  that 
is  preached ;  this,  this  will  be  worfe  than  all  the 
afflictions  that  have  befallen  little  liaac.  So  I  con* 
elude,  and  fo  ycm  fhall  confefs.  Call  it  one  more 
fecret  from  the  locks  of  Samfon. 

In  the  Dcfert  NOCTUA  AURITA. 


L£TT£R 


(    91     ) 


LETTER    XVm. 


To  NOCTUA  AURITA,  of  the  Deferf. 


The  language  of  my  heart  at  this 
time  is,  Was  ever  one  favoured  with  fuch  a  friend, 
counfellor,  and  guide,  in  this  world  before? 
There  may  be  ;  but  this  I  can  be  certain  of,  that 
there  never  was  one  fd  unworthy  of  it.  Every 
epiftle  I  receive  from  you  knits  and  unites  my 
heart  more  and  more  to  you.  O  what  a  fweet 
bond  is  this  which  knits  every  member  of  Chriii 
to  each  other,  and  to  their  head !  Your  laft  fa- 
vour has  unmafked  Satan  to  my  view  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  muft  enrage  him  greatly.  Little  did  I 
think  thai  the  inordinate  afi^ions,  and  the  found- 
ing of  the  bowels,  came  from  him.  I  have  felt 
fomething  of  it  before,  and  do  to  this  moment 
O,  my  dear  friend,  pray  for  me,  that  I  may  have 
wi(clom  given  me  from  above  that  I  may  not  be 
ignorant  of  his  devices  !  Never  did  I  fee  him  in 
fo  formidable-  a  view  before.  Surely  he  defires  to 
have  me,  that  he  may  lift  me  as  wheat ;  and,  if  the 
prayer  of  the  great  High  Prieft  does  not  prevail  | 

on  my  behalf,   I  niuft  fall  by  his  temptations.  I 

Yotir  epifilb  brought  to  remembrance  many  vifits  i; 

paid 
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paid  to  me  in  his  white  robes  during  thefe  fir 
-months  paft.     O  what  praife  is  due  to  God  for 
keeping  me  from  falling  by  this  fnare  of  the 
fowler !     I  have  had  many  of  the  leftures  on  elec- 
tion which  you  mention,  and  the  doftrine  ap- 
plied, and  his  ends  anfwered,  in  my  laft  trial. 
Rebellion  enough  I  felt.     Safely  he  might  with- 
draw for  a  feafon ;  he  was  fure  he  left  me  mifer- 
ftble  enough.    Yon  have,  indeed,  prophefied  of  a 
dark  path  I  have  to  travel,  which  has  wrought 
feme  difcouragement  in  my  heart.    I  am  fure  you 
win  be  a. true  prophet  in  all  your  prediaions,  and 
tiot  one  word  of  all  you  have  fpoken  Ihall  fall  to 
the  ground.    Satan  fcems  to  me  to  be  the  moft 
dangerous  when  he  comes  to  bloat  up  the  foul 
with  pride.    And  I  have  found  him  approach  in 
this  way  when  I  have  been  much  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  divine  love,  as  Mr.  Hart  fays. 

The  heart  uplifts  with  God's  own  gift,  * 
And  makes  even  grace  zfnarf. 

I  felt  fo  much  of  this  about  feven  months  ago  as 
made  me  abhor  myfelf.  This  was  a  little  before  my 
journey  to  the  Bower,  when  God  met  me  by  the 
way.  Our  dear  paftor  made  an  obfervation  in  the 
pulpit,  about  a  week  before  I  revived  your  laft  &. 
vour,  which  ftruck  me  very  forcibly.  It  was  this: 
that  pride  goeth  before  the  deftrudtion  of  a  fin- 
ner,  and  a  haughty  fpirft  before  the. 611  of  a  faint; 

and 
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and  obfervedj  that  it  was  the  devil's  aim  to  get  titf 
on  this  ground^  and  dien  he  was  fure  to  procure 
our  falL   And  your  mentioning  in  yotus  the  ways 
and  means  he  makes  ufe  of  to  efFe6t  this,  and  that 
from  yoiir  experience,  was  very  feafonable  to  me ; 
and  I  found  that  ^^.  a  word  fitly  fpoken  is  as  apples 
of  gold  in  piAures  of  filver  ;'*  for  the  Lord  makes 
me  to  fear  this  more  than  any  thing.    I  am  fen- 
fible  there  can  be  no  fafety  but  at  the  feet  of  Jefus. 
But  true  it  is,  as  you  obferve,  it  is  not  a  little 
crolling  and  trying  that  will  keep  me  there.  I  find 
1  am  wrong  in  my  views  of  envy  and  jealoufy. 
Pardon  me,  dear  Sir;  I  have,  perhaps,  fpoken  for 
want  of  light.    But  you  are  looking  forward  to  a 
time  when,  you  fay,  I  fliall  be  a  better  judge  of  it, 
even  when  my  preaching  time  is  over.    Indeed, 
Sir,  I  afpire  to  no  fuch  things  as  preaching.    As 
you  fay,  prate  I  do,  and  that  when  I  fhould  keep 
filence,  which  is  known  by  the  efFedls,  by  its 
bringing  on  me  hatred  and  envy  inilead  of  love. 
I  am  often  brought  into  fnares  by  my  tongue, 
which  is  an  unruly  member ;  and  I  have  fmarted 
both  for  my  fpeaking  and  my  keeping  filence. 
But,  if  I  am  to  be  lefl  fi-ee  among  the  dead,  laid 
in  irons  a  whole  year,  and  be  given  up  to  the 
ileepy  devil,  I  believe  my  mouth  will  be  fhut  with 
a  witnefs.    If  any  thing  lefs  than  this  would  do  it, 
I  fhould  be  thankful. 

1 

However,  I  hope  ever  to  have  an  interefl  in 
your  prayers,  and  to  be  fevoured  with  your  cor- 

refpondence. 


9- 

lefpendaicfi^  .^bielt  I  feel  are  dmhn^  my  ghabsSt 
privilegesr.  Shall  hope  tbifaear  ifrom  you  ▼ery*  toan^ 
and  believQ  me  to  vemaia       - 


Yoiir'  very  fincere  and  affedHoqate  fHend 


«  $ 


The  Kiqg*s  Dale. 


ia  the  bonds  of  th^  goipel^ 
f 

PHIIX)M£^:A. 


»    '. 


LETTER' XIX.   • 


To  PHILOMELA  of  the  King's  DaTe. 


I  HAVB  long  Been  to-.theei  as  a 
dumb  man,  in  whofe  mouth  ajre  no  repiroo&,  hav- 
ing been  much  engaged.  But  you  know  "there 
is  a  time  to  keep  filence,-  and  a  time  to  fpeafc ;" 
and  «  there  is  a  time  to  embrace,  and  a  time  to 
refrain  from  embracing."  You  have  besen,  upoo 
your  returning  to  your  heavenly  Father;  embraced, 
enrobed,  entertained,  and  adorned,  and  long  in- 
dulged with  the  foul-reviving  melody  of  «  let  us 
eat.  and  be  merrjf;  for  this  my  fon  was  dead,  and 
is  alive  again ;  he  was  loft,  and  is  found."    And 

this 
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tfiis  mufic  and  dancing  bath  long  conlintied  with 
thee^  during  which  time  I  could  only  be  a  fellow^ 
helper  of  your  joy,  or  a  fturtherer  of  youij^joy  of 
&ith.    But  now^  perhaps,  *^  the  elders  have  ceafed 
from  the  gate,  the  yoipig  men  from  their  mufic^ 
the  joy  of  our  heart  i&  ceafed,  our  dance  is  turned 
into  mourning."    But,  when  the  truth  is  received 
in  the  love  of  it ;  when  the  teftimony  is  bound  up 
in  the  heart  by  the  bond,  of  the  everlafting  cove- 
nant, which  is  God's  eternal  love  in  Chrift  Jefus 
accompanying  the.  word  of  grace ;  then  we  are 
confbained,  however  cOyly .  we  might  piit  it  away 
before,  we  are  conftratncd,  I  fay,  to  embrace  it* 
being  attended  with  the  comforting  feal  of  affiir- 
ance ;  for  it  comes  **  in  power,  in  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
and  in  much  affurance ;"  which  feal  ratifies,  con- 
firms, and  makes  the  promife  fure  to  all  the  feed. 
And  then  what  remains  ?  Why,  ihe  hand  of  faith 
16  ftretched  out  to  fubfcribe  the  evidendes,  both 
that  which  is  open,  and  fliat  which  is  fealed; 
namely,  the  whole  word  of  Gkxi,  which  appears 
open  to  us,  and  is  yet  to  be  fulfilled,  and  that 
which  is  fealed  on  our  hearts,  as  being  fiilfilled 
already.     And  this'  fetting  to  the  feal  is  to  be  at- 
tended with  the  confcffion  of  the  mouth  unto  faU 
vation,  without  cither  an  if  or  a  huf  in' it :  **  One 
fliaU  fay,  1  am  the  Lord's ;  another  Hull  call  him- 
felf  by  the  name  of  Jacob ;  and  another  ihall  fub- 
fcribe with  his  hand  unto  the  Lord,  and  fumame 
himfelf  by  the  name  of  Ifrael/'    Every  rae  that 
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fends  a  letter  to  another,  giving  an  accouiit  of 
hb  deliverance,  and  of  the  afiurance  of  his  faith 
in  Chrjfk  Jefus,  fubfcribe  with  his  hand  to  the 
honour  and  glory  of  God,  as  being  faithful  to  his 
word,  and  rich  in  mercy.  And  he  does  no  lefs 
who,  believing  in  his  heart,  makes  confeffion  with 
hia  mouth  unto  falvation.  While  thefe  things  are 
carrying  on  in  the  foul,  the  good  old  wine  flies 
about,  and  the  glorious  days  of  the  Son  of  Man 
afibid  nothing  but  new  love  tokens,  freih  or  new 
difcoveries ;  but,  if  they  lafl  never  fo  long,  and 
wc  "  rejoice  in  them  all,"  yet  we  mufl  "  remem- 
ber the  days  of  darknefs,  for  they  fhall  be  many/* 
How  paifive,  refigned,  compofed,  and  tranquil,  is 
the  day  in  the  hand  of  the  potter  while  the  lump 
is  formed  into  another  vefTel,  in  order  to  fhew 
forth  his  praifel  But  O  the  evil  days  that 
have  rolled  tver  my  head  fince !  For  many  years 
did  I  keep  looking  back  to  the  munitions  of  rocks^ 
and  to  the  views  that  I  then  had  of  the  King  in 
bis  beauty,  and  of  the  land  that  is  very  far  off. 
But  the  bare  and  barren  remembrance  of  them  at 
laft  only  made  me  lament  my  lofs,  and  fometimes 
aggravated  my  mifery;  for,  though  I  eameiily 
begged  to  have  thefe  reftored,  and  to  be  upheld  by 
his  free  Spirit,  yet  he  appeared  in  this  matter  in- 
flexible, as  if  it  muft  not  be  fo  done  in  our  coun- 
try. But  the  following  things  abode  with  me ; 
that  is,  a  full  perfuafion  that  the  work  was  ge- 
nuine ;  a  good  hope  of  the  great  reward  promifed ; 
11  my 


ftiy  mind  completely  refcued  from  fhe  dark  and 
difmal  regions;  nor  did  unappeafed  wrath  and 
tmatoned  guilt  ever  enter  my  confcience,  or  fink 
my  foul  in  the  horriWe  pit  afterward ;  though  le- 
gal bondage  and  fatherly  anger  have  often  fell  to 
my  lot.  But  a  good  hope  through  grace  counter- 
poifes  thcfe,  and  keeps  the  foul  at  a  par,  or  hang- 
ing at  leaft  in  an  even  balance.  The  new  birth, 
my  filler,  is  to  us  the  teftimony  of  Jefus.  "  How 
can  thefe  things  be  ?"  faith  Nicodemus.  "  Verily, 
verily,  I  fay  unto  thee,  we  fpeak  that  we  do  know, 
and  tefiify  that  we  have  feen ;  and  ye  receive  not 
our  witnefs."  Where  this  change  is  made,  whercr 
ever  perfedl  love  cafl:s  out  fear  and  torment,  there 
is  the  teftimony  of  Jefus ;  and  "  the  tefliimony  of 
Jefus  is  the  fpirit  of  prophecy."  Rev.  xix.  10. 
Yea,  an  earaeft;  of  the  future  inheritance,  the  firft: 
fruits  of  the  glorit5«§  harveft,  or  of  the  harvefl:  of 
glory ;  and  faith  itfelf  *^  is  the  fubfl;ance  of  things 
hoped  for,  and  the  evidence  of  thin^  not  feen  ;'* 
and  is  attended  with  a  train  of  forerunners  which 
lead  to  perfeA  day.  Thcfe  things  abide  with  us. 
put,  alas  !  bonds  and  affli6lions  abide  alfo ;  and 
'  thefe  make  fuch  a  medley  of  bittcr-fweets,  which 
are  ftrange  things  to  us.  Now  I  Ihall  eKped  to 
hear  how  you  go  on,  and  to  have  an  honeft  ac- 
count, whether  any  of  my  former  prcdidions  came 
to  pafs  or  not ;  or  whethei'  the  oil  of  joy  continue* 
fpringing  without  any  abatement ;  whether  the 
banqueting-houfe  .  affords   the  fame  profufion ; 
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t^hether  the  banner  dlfplayed  is  ftill  in  view ;  and 
whether  the  fame  hearty  welcome  of  ^'  £at^  O 
friends !  drink. ;  yea,  drink  abundantly,  O  be* 
loved  r*  founds  ftill  in  thine  ears,  and  attended 
with  the  lame  inward  fulnefs  and  fatisfadtion  as 
ufual.  In  hope  of  a  folution,  I  conclude,  in  the 
bonds  of  the  better  covenant. 

Thine  in  Him, 
TheDcfcrt  NOCTUA  AURITA. 


LETTER    KX. 


To  NOCTUA  AURITAy  in  the  Defert. 


I  RECfiivED  fafe  your  kind  favour^ 
and  kindly  do  I  thank  you  for  the  fame ;  and  glad 
1  am  to  find  you  bear  me  on  your  mind.  In  com- 
pliance to  your  requeft,  I  take  this  opportunity  of 
informing  ydu  of  my  fpiritual  welfare.  I  have 
not  to  inform  you  that  I  am  in  the  banqueting- 
houfe :  no ;  thofe  fwcet  feafons  are  over ;  for  my 
Beloved  has  withdrawn  himfelf,  and  is  gone,  and 

has 
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has  left  me  a  filly  dove  without  an  hearty  as  you 
warned  me  of  in  a  foraier  letter ;  and  I  am  going 
mourning  without  the  fun.    He  has  hid  himfelf 
with  a  cloud  in  his  anger^  and  my  foul  is  melted 
becaufe  of  trouble.    He  has  taken  the  bag  of  mo- 
ney with  him,  and  there  feems  to  be  a  famine  in 
the  land,  and  I  am  in  want.     As  you  obferve,  the 
bare  remembrance  of  thofe  pafi:  fcafons  wherein  I 
lived  under  his  ihadow,  is  only  an  aggravation  of 
my  mifery.     I  well  know  now,  and  that  by  bitter 
experience,  the  truth  of  your  former  predi(Slions, 
much  of  them  having  been  fulfilled  during  thefe 
two  months  paft ;  and  none  but  God  himfelf  could 
have  fupported  me  in  the  perilous  path  I  am 
called  to  walk  in.    I  have  been  brought  fo  low  as 
almoft  to  caft  away  my  confidence;  though,  in 
my  joys,  I  have  faid,  numbers  of  times,  I  was  fure 
I  ihould  never  be  ihaken  with  refpedl  to  my  ftate^ 
But  this  language  is  purged  from  me  by  very  Iharp 
ftrokes.     Indeed,  I  have  fometimes  a  little  light 
given  me,  from  the  word,  that  the  path  I  am 
brought  into  is  the  path  of  tribulation  that  leads 
.to  the  kingdom ;  and  a  little  light  God  has  given 
me  lately  by  a  very  particular  dream.     God  flill 
inftruds  me  by  dreams  and  vifions  of  the  night. 
Some  part  of  it  is  now  fulfilling,  and  fome  part  re- 
mains to  be  fulfilled ;  and  much  does  God  lead 
me  to  watch  his  hand,  which  is  with  me  at  this 
time.     It  would  carry  me  far  beyond  the  limits  of 
a  letter  to  give  you  a  particular  account  of  God's 

H  2  dealing 
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dealing  with  me ;  and  perhaps  it  is  6od*s  will 
that  I  Should  keep  his  dealings  with  me  to  myfclf. 
I  am  fure  I  have  wifhed  a  thouiand  times  lately 
I  had  never  opened  my  mouth  to  any  one  about 
the  work  of  God  with  me.  I  know  it  has  in- 
volved me  in  many  fnares.  However,  nothing 
teaches  like  experience.  I  have  been  a  little 
ftrengthened  by  thofe  words  in  Job  xxvi.  2,  3, 
wherein  he  fays  of  God,  "  How  haft  thou  helped 
him  that  is  without  power  ?  How  iavefl:  thou  the 
arm  that  hath  no  ilrengjth  ?  How  haft  thou  coun- 
felled  him  that  bath  no  wifdom  ?  and  how 
haft  thou  plentifully  declared  the  thing  as  it  is  ?" 
I  am  brought  moft  fenfibly  to  feci  my  want  of  help, 
power,  ftrcngth,  and  wifdom ;  and  I  never  fo  faw 
before  my  need  of  Chrift  in  his  office  as  a  counfeUor ; 
^nd  it  ftrengthened  me  a  litde  that  he  is  ftyled  by 
the  prophet  the  Wonderful  CounfeUor.  I  think 
never  did  a  poor  foul  ftand  more  in  need  of  his 
help,  in  all  his  offices  and  charadtdcs,  than  I  do  at 
this  prefent  time.  Thofe  lines  of  Mr.  Hart*s  arc 
*  ruly  applicable  to  me : 

Weaker  than  die  broifed  reed, 
Help  I  every  moment  need. 

I  hope  ftill  to  be  favoured  with  an  intereft  ia 
your  prayers,  that  I  may  be  kept,  guided^  and 
direAed  in  all  fpiritual  wifdom,  knowledge,  and 
underftanding,  and  preferved  unto  his  hearenly 

kingdom ; 
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kmgdom  ;  and  may  the  beft  of  fpiritual  bleffings 
continually  be  vouchfafed  to  you,  is  the  ptuyer 
of 

Your  truly  afFe6lionate  lifter 

r 

in  the  bonds  of  the  gofpel. 

The  King's  Djile. .  *  PHILOMELA. 


LETTER    XXI. 
To  PHILOMELA,  in  the  King's  Dak. 

» 

I  AM  (till' kept  looking  out  at  my 
fhidy  window,  with  my  heart  not  a  little  fet  on 
my  intended  journey  to  the  King's  dale.  But  my 
weak  ftate  of^  body,  and  the  long,  miferable,  wet 
feafon,  riot  a  little  difcourages  me.  t  long  to  fee 
and  know  how  you  all  go  on.  I  am  juft  like  an 
old  hen,  which  hath  got  more  chickens  Ihan  Ihe 
can  cover  with  her  feathers ;  for  my  thoughts  are 
all  over  the  nation,  and  I  am  always  afraid  of  the 
hawks  and  kites.  But  this  is  indulging  fear  where 
no  fear  is;  for  imder  his  feathers  his  children 
Ihall  tnift;    his  truth  fliall  be  their  fhield  and 

H  3  buckler. 


(      10*     ) 

buckler.     I  want  to  fee  the  King's  herald ;  for,  if 
I  do  not  fee  nor  hear  from  him  every  four  or  five 
days,  all  is  not  right.     O,  when  Ihall  that  happy 
time  arrive,  and  th^t  blefled  jn^nfion  be  inhabited, 
where    "  the  inhabitant  fliall   no   more  fay,   I 
am  lick !"  where  thofe  difma}  changes  from  cold 
to  hot,  from  dry  to  wet,  ^  Ihall  be  no  more ;  nor 
the  foul  be  cjogged  any  more  with  thjs  worft  of 
burdens,  a  crazy  tabernacle,  and  a  body  of  death. 
I  fit,  and  fret,  and  grieve,  to  fee  the  weather  fo  bad, 
and  mylelf  fo  weak  and  feeble ;  my  thoughts  can 
fly,  but  I  am  ftill  in  the  ftudy.     What  a  fenfible 
weight  is  the  body  to  a  foul  enlarged  I     The  one 
is  all  over  heaven,  earth,  and  hplj ;  and  the  other 
quite  immoveable ;    always  incapable,    more  or 
Icfs,  of  executing  the  foul's  invention^.     Tpiie  ele- 
phant and  the  greyhound,  the  dove  and  the  fwine, 
never  were  more  unequally  matched  than  a  body 
of  flefli  and  blood,  apd  a  foul  bom  from  above. 
I  decree  many  things,  but  they  are  not  eftablilhed 
unto  me ;  I  purpofe,  but  my  purpofes  are  broken 
off.  "  To  will  is  prefcnt  with  me,  but  how  to  per- 
form that  wljiich  is  good  I  find  not.''    It  is  a  bleff- 
ing  that  God  wocks  in  us  to  will,  feeing  he  often 
accepts  the  will  for  thf  depd,  as  he  did  the,  will  of 
Abraham  at  the  offering  of  Ifaac,  and  the  goqd- 
will  of  David  refpc6ting  building  the  temple.  But 
it  is  a  grief  to  me  that  fo  excellent  ^  couple  ihould 
ever  be  abfent  from  each  other,     \yilling  and  dp- 
ing  are  not  always  hand  in  hapd.    The  former  is 
3  generally 
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*  generally  founds  but  the  latter  is  not.  To  will 
is  prefent^  fays  Paul,  but  not  the  doing.  Perhaps 
the  reafon  may  be  this :  the  devil  capnot  hinder 
us  from  willing,  but  he  often  hinders  us  from 
doing.  <^  I  was  coming  once  and  again/*  fays 
Paul,  ^^  but  Satan  hindered."  Again :  I  can  will 
without  the  body,  but  the  body  is  often  wanted 
in  performing;  and,  like  Pharaoh's  wheels^ 
draws  heavily,  when  the  foul,  like  the  chariot  of 
Aminadib,  or  like  Jehu,  drives  furiouily.  O  this 
frail  tabernacle,  this  bufy  devil,  and  this  wretched 
law  in  the  members !  I  muft  conclude  in  this 
ftrait  between  two;  and  thefe  two  make  me 
often  waddle.  I  am  ready  to  halt,  and  my  foi> 
rows  are  coQtinually  before  me. 

Ever  thine, 
TheP<5fert,  ,      NOCTUA  AURITA. 


H  4  LETTEE 
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Better  xxii* 


To  NQCTUA  AURITJy  m  the  De/ert. 


We  received  fefe  your  laft  fevour  i 
and  I  was  forry  at  the  account  of  your  indiipoli- 
tion.  Hope  it  has  pleafed  the  Lord  ene  this  to 
have  reflored  you  to  health  again.  Hope  you  will 
again  have  your  health  efiabliihed.  With  refped 
to  niyfelf,  I  find  the  world,  and  every  thing  in  it, 
is  againfl  me,  befides  the  flefh  and  tbe^  devil.  But 
the  worft  of  all  calamities  that  ever  befell  me  is, 
that  God  hath  hid  his  blcijed  face  from  me.  He 
has  fenced  up  my  ways  that  I  cannot  pafs ;  he  has 
fet  darknefs  in  all  my  paths ;  he  hideth  himfelf 
with  a  cloud  In  his  anger.;  and  at  times  I  am 
ready  to  fear  he  is  gone  for  ever,  and  never  will 
return  more.  I  at  prefent  can  find  no  book  fuit 
me  better  than  your  ^^  Child  of  Liberty  in  legal 
Bondage."  It  is  my  companion ;  and  fometimes 
I  think  you  muft  have  wrote  that  book  on  purpofe 
for  me,  that  I  might  not  quite  fink  under  my  pre- 
fent diftrefs.  Your  laft  letter  is  a  compofition  of 
the  fame  bitter  ingredients,  which  you  have 
brought  forth  from  your  own  experience,  not  only 
youy  former,  but  your  prefent  fcnfations  under 

you? 
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wur  prefent  frial.  ^  Pardon  mc  if  I  tell  yoa  I  tried 
to  fuck  fome  fwcetnefs  from  it.    And  it  has  cn-f 
couraged  me  a  little  to  hope  that  I  may  be  brought 
through ;  for  thefe  have  bsien  my  companions  by 
day  and  by  night,  for  thefe  five  months  paA ;  and 
I  really  do  believe  that  I  am  not  near  through  this 
perilous  path.  O,  my  dear  friend,  had  I  but  attended 
to  the  found  advice  you  gave  me  in  the  fecond 
letter  you  wrote  to  me,  it  had  been  better  with  md 
At  prefent  than  it  is,  and  that  was,  to  keep  fecrefc 
the  dealings  of  God  with  me,  and  watch  every  ajd-» 
vance  he  made  towards  me,  and  then,  you  told  me» 
I  ihould  have  rejoicing  in  myfelf  alone !     But  I- 
have  been  wiier  in  my  own  eyes  than  feven  niei;\ 
that  could  render  a  reaibn.     I  was  not  then  aware 
that  felf  was  working  at  the  bottom  of  all ;  and  l 
£nd  true  that  faying  of  the  wife  man,  ''  A  man'a 
pride  iholl  bring  him  low/'     And  low  I  am  at 
prefent,  and  as  faft  in  tl^c  cords  of  legal  bondage; 
as  ever  a  poor  foul  was.    You  fay,  in  the  book 
that  is  my  companion,  in  tliis  cloudy,  and  dark  day. 
to  be  favoured  with  faith  in  exercife,  but  one  mi^ 
WitQ,  enou^  to  banter  the  enemy,  and  predi6t  a» 
future  fun  riling,  is  a  blefliDg  indeed.   .  This  hasL 
been  the  cafe  with  me  two  or  three  times  during 
the  firft  five  months,  when  God  was  pleafcd  ta  * 
fhijae  with  a  ray  of  light  on  a  part  of  his  word,, 
and  give  me  to  fee  fomething  of  the  ei^d  for  which, 
be  was  thus  dealing  with  me.    But  now  it  fecms. 
tQ  be  taken  from  m«,  »»il  I  have  had  notliing  of. 

that 
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that  for  thefe  three  months  paft ;  though  I  can  fay, 
with  youy  that  I  do  not  feel  unappeafed  wrath  or 
tmatoned  guilt  woark  in  xny  confcience.  Thefe 
ingredients  are  not  in  my  cup^  which  were  in  my 
former  bondage.  But  feverely  do  I  feel  the  cruel 
flames  of  jealoufy  bum  with  a  mod  vehement  heat« 
Nor  did  I  know  that  it  was  an  ingredient  thai 
worked  in  the  heart  under  a  fpirit  of  bondage  till 
I  read  it  in  the  book  my  companion.  The  Tuef- 
day  evening  you  came  to  my  houfe  you  ^eemed  to 
come  as  a  prophet  fent  of  God^  and  dki  predidi;  to 
me  the  ccMuing  of  him  whom  my  foul  loveth.  But 
the  language  of  my  hearty  though  I  did  not  utter 
)t  with  my  mouthy  was  the  fame  as  the  Shunamite's 
to  Elifha,  "  Nay,  my  lord,  thou  man  of  God,  do 
not  lie  unto  thine  handmaid  ;'*  which  was  the  ef- 
fect of  unbelief  in  her,  and  in  me ;  and,  indeed,  I 
am  fo  under  the  power  of  unbelief,  that  I  cannot 
give  credit  to  any  thing  but  what  feems  to  make 
againft  me.  But  certainly  true  it  is,  that  iince 
that  time  the  darknefs  has  gathered  thicker  upon 
me,  an4  I  am  holden  fafter  in  my  fetters  than  I 
was  before,  but  no  light  to  fee  where.  1  am.  And 
nothing  but  almighty  power  can  rend  the  veil,  and 
bring  me  forth  from  this  captivity  the  fecond  time. 
It  will  be  matter  of  comfort  to  know  if  Grod  lays 
xny  cafe  near  your  heart.  I  hope  you  will  never 
peafe  to  pray  for  me.  And  do,  my  dear  friend, 
make  it  your  petition  to  God  that  he  would  be 
pleafed  to  fhipe  upon  th^  work  he  has  done  upon 

me 
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xne  by  his  own  Spirit,  that  I  may  not  be  deceived 
in  this  matter,  and  take  the  work  of  Satan  for  the 
xv^ork  of  the  Spirit  of  God ;  for  I  muft  tell  you  I 
have  not  light  to  fee  th^  place  from  whence  I  did 
fall ;  and  I  know  it  is  only  God  that  can  difcover 
this  tQ  n\^r  This  Is  a  confufcd  jupible,  I  am  al-» 
moll  afhamed  to  fend  it  to  you ;  but  hope  you 
hear  with  me  and  pardon  me ;  for  I  am  fo  dark, 
and  feel  my  mind  fo  confufed,  that  I  am  not  able 
to  ejfprefs  my  own  feelings.  Accept  my  thankii 
for  all  your  kind  favours  beftowed  on  one  fp  un-r 
worthy ;  and,  if  God  Ihould  give  you  any  thing 
to  fend  me,  I  Hull  be  €sccee4ing  glad  to  receive  it, 
and  likewife  to  he^r  bow  youf  health  is  at  pre- 
feiit ;  and  believe  me  to  remain 

Tour  very  iincere  aad  affeiSlionafe  firtend 
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and  a0ii<SUd  iifter. 


The  King  s  Dale.  PHILOMELA, 


2,£TTEa 


C   lOfl   > 


LETTER    XXIII. 


To  FHILOMELJ,  in  tie  King's  Dale. 


I  I  ;  i  i 


Thine  epiftle  .came  fafe  to  hand, 
farotrring  fwectly'of  a  fecond  benefit,  Refrefhings 
from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  attended  it.  It 
was  a  rieh  perfume.  His  narae,  like  an  oiDtment 
poured  forth,  came^  with  it.  Our  unbehef  Ihall 
never  make  the  faith  of  God  without  efFe<St ;  for, 
if  we  believe  not,  he  ftill  abideth  faithful ;  he  can- 
not deny  himfelf.  Moreover,  God  will  honour 
his  ot^  mimftering  fetviaiits,  whom  he  knows  ho- 
nour him ;  nor  will  he  let  their  word  fall  to  the 
ground ;  fer  he  will- confirm  the  word  of  his  fer- 
vants,  and  perform  the  counfel  of  his  meffengers. 
The  work  of  God  on  the  fouls  of  his  people  IhaU 
abide  for  ever.  He  will  carry  on  the  good  work 
begun ;  he  will  perfecft  that  which  concerns  us, 
and  never  forfake  the  work  of  his  own  hands. 
And  now,  as  Grod  has  hitherto  fulfilled  all  that  I 
have  predifted  to  thee,  and  hath  made  me  mani- 
feft  in  thy  confcience,  and  hath  given  thee  a  place 
in-my  heart  to  live  and  die  with  thee,  which  join- 
ing and  knitting  together  is  the  work  of  God's 
Spirit  alqne,  and  is  always  attended  with  the  bands 

of 
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of  peace  and  love;  by  ftrengthening  of  which 
bands  the  Lord  is  pleafed  to  commanicate  nou- 
lifhment  to  fupply  every  joint,  that  the  whole 
body  may  increafe,  and  edify  itfelf  in  love ;  it  is 
from  this  work  that  Wifdom  receives  her  revenue ; 
all  his  tributes  of  praife  and  thankfgiving  Ipring 
from  hence.    He  reaps  no  harveft  but  from  what 
he  fows;  no  fruits  but  from  his  own  plantation. 
With  this  work  he  is  particularly  and  more  im- 
mediately concerned ;  for,  in  carrying  on  this,  all 
his  attributes  are  engaged ;  and  by  the  faithful 
and  true  Witncfs  it  will  be  performed  and  per- 
fedled,  that  God  may  difplay  the  riches  of  his 
grace  in  glory  by  Chrift  Jefus.     Now,  that  thou 
mayeft  know  what  the  various  branches  of  this 
good  work  are,  and  not  be  wholly  ignorant  of  it^ 
and  that  thou  mayeft  have  fomewhat  to  anfwer 
any  perfon  who  Ihall  appear  to  glory,  but  not  in 
heart ;  I  will  drop  thee  a  few  hints  about  it,  and 
leave  thee  to  conlider  the  matter,  and  to  compare 
notes.     I  mean  to  compare  fpiritual  things  with 
rpiritual ;  that  is,  fpiritual  works  within  with  fpi- 
litual  words  in  the  book.  And,  if  we  lake  he^ed  to 
thefe  things,  and  cleanfe  our  way  according  to  his 
word,  we  fhall  come  to  a  point;  for  whatfoever 
the  Spirit  of  God  wrote  on  the  hearts  of  his 
apoflles  and  prophets,  he,  by  thofe  inftruments, 
wrote  the  fame  in  the  Bible ;  and  an  exaA  copy 
of  it  is  written  on  theflelhly  tables  of  all  believing 
hearts ;   and,  when  this  is  done^  the  quickening 
4  Spirit 
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Spirit  makes  us  feel  the  impref&oii^  and  afterwards 
ihines  gradually  upon  the  word>  that  wc  may  fee 
that  the  internal  impreffion  exa6lly  agrees  with  the 
4cixternal  itevelation.     And,  when  the  contents  on 
the  paper^tally  with  the  impreffion  on  the  heart, 
thfcn  we  are  the  pillars  and  ground  of  the  truth, 
and  may  fafely  conclude  that  the  mercy  of  God  in 
Chrift  Jefus  Ihall  be  built  up  for  ever,  and,  in 
the  glorification  of  our  fouls  and  bodies,  ♦*  truth 
fliall  be  fetded  in  heaven/'    The  undtion  on  our 
fouls  is  two*fold :  love  and  joy  are  the  efiefts  of 
the  anointing  within ;  and  the  anointing  our  eyes 
with  eye-falve  is  done  that  we  may  fee,  in  the 
word,  what  he  has  done  on  the  heart ;  and  that 
anointing  "  teacheth  us  all  things,  and  is  true,  and 
is  no  lie/*    And,  as  he  hath  taught  us,  we  fhall 
abide  in  him  ;  that  is,  we  Ihall  ever  abide  in  the 
favour,  and  under  the  operations,  of  the  holy  Spi- 
rit of  promife>  that  the  offering  of  us  up  may  be 
acceptable,  we  being  fandlified  by  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
Now  for  a  few  hints  upon  thofe  things  which 
God  calls  his  own  work*    He  fays,  "  I  am  the 
Lord  which  fSarch  the  hearts  and  try  the  reins 
of  tlie  children  of  men."   And  this  work  you  have 
an  account  of  by  the  prophets.    «  I  will  fearch 
Jerufalem  as  with  candies,  and  will  punifh  the 
men  that  are  fettled  on  their  lees."    In  allufion 
to  this  our  Lord  called  the  apoftles  tlie  light  of  tlic 
world ;  and  alks  whether  candles  Were  lighted  up 
to  be  put  under  a  bulhcl ;  and  tells  them  to  let 

their 
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their  light  ihine  before  men.  •  And  by  thefe  h© 
iearched  Jerufalem,  as  you  fee  in  Peter*8  audience, 
who,  when  cut  to  the  heart,  cried  out,  "  Brethi*en, 
what  Ihall  we  do  ?**  The  things  for  the  which 
they  were  reproved  were  made '  manifeft  by  the 
light  which  did  appear ;  for  *^  wl^atfoever  dotli 
make  manifeft  is  light."  And,  when  the  deft  of 
God  among  that  people  were  fearched  into, 
fearched  out,  and  looked  up,  he  then  puniihed 
the  reflr  that  were  fettled  upon  their  lees  of  felf. 
righteoufnefs.  Another  branch  of  this  work  of  the 
Lord  is,  to  give  us  a  fight,  as  well  as  a  feeling 
fenie,  of  the  exceeding  finfulnefs  of  fin ;  for  fo  he 
fays,  "  I  will  reprove  thee,  and  fet  thy  fins  in  or- 
der before  thee.  Now,  confider  this,  ye  that  for- 
get God/'  This  is  done  to  make  us  the  more 
fenfible  of  our  pardon  when  it  oxnes,  after  we 
have  been  fufiiciently  humbled  and  brought  down. 
The  purging  of  our  guilt  and  filth  is  called  re- 
moving the  burden ;  and  chafing  our  fin  from  be- 
fore the  eyes  of  our  mind,  is  termed  a  bjotting 
out  our  tranigrefiions  as  a  cloud ;  for,  as  it  is  fin 
that  feparates  from  God,  purging  them  is  making 
us  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Chrift ;  and  fo  it  follows, 
**  I  have  blotted  out  thy  tranfgreffions  as  a  cloud ; 
return  unto  me,  for  I  have  redeemed  thee.**  But 
to  return.  Under  this  convincing  and  convidling 
work  a  kind  of  legal  procefs  is  carried  on  between 
God  and  the  finner,  in  which  God  appears  both 
judge  and  witnefs,  as  you  read:  ^^  And  I  will 
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came  near  to  you  .to  judgment,  and  I  will  be  ^ 
fwift  witnefs  againft  forcerers,  againil  falie  fwearers^ 
ajod  againft  thofe  that  opprefs  the  hireling  in  his 
wages,  and  turn  alide  the  ftranger  from  his  right, 
and  that  fear  not  me,  faith  the  Lord/*  The  lavi 
is  fent  home  tp  confcience,  and  \ve  are  iummcmed 
to  appear  at  the  bar  of  equity.  ''  Come,"  iaith 
God,  ^  and  let  us  reafon  together ;"  for  that  is 
ftll  we  are  capable  of  while,  in  the  glais  of  ihe 
law,  our  fins  appear  as  fcarlet  and  crimfon*,  which 
fets  forth  their  deep  iiain  and.  dreadful  dye.  And 
here  he  holds  us  under  this  fiery  trial  till  our 
mouths  are  flopped,  our  fouls  humbled,  and  we 
become  altogether  guilty  before  God*  And,  when 
he  has  dripped  us  of  all  our  falfe  coverings,  he 
makes  us  willing,  in  the  day  of  his  power,  to  be 
faved  in  his  own  way.  And  here  we  fland  willing 
enough  to  be  faved,  and  put  oijr  mouth  in  the 
dufl,  if  fo  be  there  may  be  hope.  But  *•  hope  de- 
ferred maketh  the  heart  fick."-  Neverthelefs,  un- 
der all  this  Iharp  exercife  God  fupports  us;  which 
is  called  inftru6ling  us  with  a  ftrong  hand,  that 
we  may  dare  to  be  fingular,  and  not  fay,  ^*  A  con- 
federacy'* to  any  enemy  of  the  truth,  or  flranger 
to  the  power  of  it.  When  God  hath  thus  chaf- 
tened  us,  and  taught  us  out  of  his  law,  he  then 
gives  us  reft  from  the  daj's  of  adverfity,  by  lead- 
ing us  to  the  foundation  that  he  hath  laid  in  Zion, 
t^hich  is  called  rtie  rock  higher  than  we.  Hence 
the  Saviour's  alTertion,  "  It  is  written.  And  they 
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Ihall  be  all  taught  of  God.  Every  one,  there- 
fore, that  hath  heard  and  hath  learned  of  the  Fa- 
ther,  Cometh  unto  me;  and  he  that  cometh  I 
will  in  no  wife  call  out.*'  This  is  God  the  Fa- 
ther's teaching,  and  is  always  attended  with  God's 
blefling ;  as  it  is  written,  ^'  Bleiled  is  the  man 
whom  thou  chafteneft,  and  teacheft  him  out  of 
thy  law."  But  to  proceed.  God  having  made 
us  willing  in  the  day  of  his  power,  he  then  pre- 
fents  his  dpar  Son  to  our  view,  as  the  only  hope 
and  refuge  that  is  left;  and  all  our  defircs  are 
made  to  centre  there ;  and  now  he  wqrks  in  us  to 
doy  as  well  as  to  will.  He  then  makes  bare  his 
arm,  and  we  believe  his  report.  This  is  fulfilling 
the  good  pleafure  of  his  will,  and  the  work  of  faith 
with  power ;  and  to  this  faith  the  Spirit  bears  wit- 
nefs.  This  is  another  branch  of  God's  work,  as 
faith  the  Saviour,  ^*  This  is  the  work  of  God,  that 
ye  believe  on  him  whom  he  hath  fent/*  This  faith 
gives  Chrift  a  refidence  in  our  hearts,  who  comes 
with  all  his  faving  benefits.  And  this  Paul  fpeaks 
of  when  he  fays,  *'  It  pleafed  God  to  reveal  his 
Son  in  me.**  At  the  reception  of  Chrifl  the  com- 
paffion  of  Grcid  flows  in,  and'  evangelical  repent- 
ance flows  out,  attended  with  fclf-loathing,  and 
with  wonder  and  admiration  at  the  long-fufFering 
mercy,  and  aftonifhing  condefcenfion,  of  God : 
and  this  is  called  God's  granting  us  repentance 
unto  life.  O  how  the  foul  now  loves  and  adores 
the  Almighty,  >vho  engrofles  the  whole  of  our 
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aifeAions,  and  crucifies  us  to  lihis  world.  And 
this  is  fulfilling  his  ancient  promife :  *^  And  thte 
Lord  thy  God  will  circumcife  'thy  lieJtrt,  that  thou 
maycft  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart, 
and  with  all  thy  foul,  that  thou  maycft  live." 
Thus  we  are  taught  of  God,  and  then  led  to  his 
dear  Son,  and  tranfplanted  into  him,  in  whom  we 
find  righteoiifnefs  and  ftrength,  which  conftitutes 
us  trees  of  rightedufnefs,  the  right-hand  planting 
of  God,  that  he  maiy  be  glorified.  This,  my 
fifter,  is  the  good  work  of  God  upon  the  foul. 
To  a  lively  hope  he  begets  us;  and  firom  the 
piercing  fling  of  death,  from  under  the  miniffaa- 
tion  of  death,  and  from  bondage  to  tlie  fear  of 
death,  he  brings  his  own  children ;  for  fo  it  is 
written,  **  He  that  is  our  God  is  the  God  of  fal- 
vation ;  and  unto  God  the  Lord  belong  the  iffues 
from  death."  Pfalm  Ixviii.  20.  From  death  in 
the  law  to  life  in  Chrifl  do  they  pafs  by  faith ;  and 
upon  Chrift,  as  upon  a  nail  faftened  in  a  fure 
place,  do  all  the  oflspring  and  ifTuchang  their 
hopes,  their  expedlations,  their  hearts,  with  all 
their  burdens,  for  tinie  and  eternity.  Read  liaiah 
xxii.  24.  The  next  thing  is,  "  As  one  whom  his 
mother  comforteth,  fo  will  I  comfort  you."  And 
now  what  remains  ?  That  every  branch  in  Chrifl 
his  heavenly  Father  purges,  that  it  may  bring  forth 
more  firuit.  And  under  this  purging  operation 
thou  wall  when  my  former  letter  fbund'thee.  And 
thus  have  1  purfued  thee,  and  I  have  overtaken 

thee. 


X     115     ) 

diee.  And  nbvr,  feeiog  this  is  God*s  work  and 
way^  humbly  fitbmit  thyfblf  under  his  hand,  and 
attend  to  thdfe  tlnogs  a  little  more,  and  yiiit  lefs ; 
and  thou  fhak  reap  the  benefit  of  it.  Compare 
thy  fiate  with  tbb  account,  and  comfort  thyfdf 
with  thefe  things;  for  my  God  will  never  leave 
thee,  i&or  X^rHaht  ^hee.  My  kind  love  to  your 
ipotife.  God  preferve  and  hfefs  you  both.  Amen 
4md«nei,,fey. 

Thy  ready  fervitor. 
The  Dcfcrt,  NOCTUA  AURITA. 


LETTER    XXIV. 
To  NOCTUA  AURlTui,  in  the  De/irf. 

I  CAN  no  longer  be  fil^nt  in  ac- 
knowledging your  laft  kind  favour,  and  telling 
you  that  it  came  not  to  me  empty.  O  the  good- 
ncfe  of  my  God  to  me,  fuch  a  wretched,  unwor- 
thy creature !  Well  might  the  apoflle  fay,  "  What 
manner  of  love  is  this  that  is  beftowed  upon  us, 
that  we  ihould  be  called  the  children  of  God  1'* 

1 2  But 


(    116    ) 

But  I  muft  begin  and  tell  you.  where  your  letter 
found  me ;  though  I  confefs  it  will  make  my  let- 
.ter  appear  more  like  a  journal  than  a  letter.  I 
was  contending  with  the  Almighty  to  his  £ice, 
and  telling  him^  it  was  in  vain  to  wait  on  him^  or 
look  to  him  for  that  which  I  was  feeking.  for ;  and 
that  he  knew  he  had  killed  me  to  all  but  himfelf, 
on  purpoie  to  aggravate  my  mifery.  I  likewife 
called  his  prophets  liars,  and  faid  they  had  pixx* 
phefied  only  what  they  wiihed  might  come  to 
pafs ;  but  he  knew  he  never  put  fuch  things  in 
their  mouths.  Many  times  did  I  read  your  letters, 
and  God  wrought  by  his  Spirit  with  them,  fo  that 
I  felt  my  hard  heart  melt,  in  fome  degree,  under 
the  power  and  light  that  attended  the  contents  to 
my  foul,  and  contrition  and  godly  forrow  began 
to  operate,  and  I  had  a  view  of  the  goodnefs  of 
the  Lord  to  me  in  keeping  me  from  getting  fram 
under  his  hand,  and  going  where  thofe  fled  you 
mentioned.  This  made  my  very  foul  to  mdt 
within  me.  This  was  th«  language  of  my  heart, 
**  O  Lord,  keep  me  under  thy  chaftening  hand  as 
long  as  thou  feed  bell  for  me ;  choofe  my  path 
for  me ;  help  me  to  put  my  mouth  in  the  duft, 
and  to  bear  thy  indignation,  becaufe  I  have  finned 
againft  thee.  Only  let  me  never  find  any  foul  fa- 
tisfadlion  in  any  thing  but  in  the  enjoyment  of  his 
bleffed  prefence."  Thus  I  was  Friday  and  Satur- 
day. On  fabbath  morning  I  found  my  mind 
cloudy  and  dark.   I  faw  where  his  excelleiiBy  was ; 
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for^  very  far  from  the  fpot  I  ftood  upon;  I  could 
not  bear  the  rays  of  his  countenance ;  for  furely 
the  &ce  of  Mofes  never  ihone  brighter  than  his 
did  at  that  time ;  and  never  fure  was  a  foul  more 
burnt  in  the  ilames  of  jealoufy  than  I  was.  I  am 
fure  my  feelings  could  never  be  equalled  but  by 
Satan  himfelf.  I  had  been  balking  in  the  rays 
of  God's  prefence,  and  now  caft  down  to  the 
loweft  hell  without  a  gleam  of  hope.  And,  befides 
this^  what  further  added  to  my  jealoufy^  I  faw  the 
dew  fweetly  diftil  on  two  perfons  who  fat  near 
me.  I  knew  they  had  found  him  whom  my  foul 
loveth.  But  on  Monday  morning  he  did  come 
indeed^  and  gave  me  fuch  a  view  of  his  love  apd 
£uthfulne&  to  his  word,  oath^  and  coven^nt^  ^s  my 
pen  nor  tongue  can  never  defcribe.  Your  pre- 
diiSlion  was  indeed  fulfilled ;  for  be  came  down 
on  my  foul  as  the  dew  on  tl)^  mown  grafs^  and 
as  the  rain  that  waters  the  earth.  And  fuch  a 
time  in  prayer  did  my  foul  never  experience  be-^ 
fore.  He  admitted  me  into  his  very  heart,  and 
his  language  to  me  feemed  the  fame  as  the  king's 
to  Efthl^r,  *^  What  is  thy  petition,  and  what  is  thy 
requefk  ?  and  it  Ihall  be  granted  thee,  not  only  to 
the  half,  but  the  whole  of  my  kingdom."  But  I 
found  I  wanted  another  enlargement,  that  I  might 
alk  enough ;  for  I  faw  there  was  no  flraitncfs  in 
God.  And  the  Lord  knows  what  I  did  alk  at  this 
time,  fdt  I  know  not.  But,  whatever  it  was,  I 
Ihall  know  hereafter;  for  nothing  can  be  impolBroIe 
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to  this  faith.    Howwrer,  in  a  few  hoora  I  found 
my  mind  clouded  again^  and  Satan  was  permitted 
to  aflkult  and  fuggcft  to  my  mind  that  it  was  not 
ical,  and  that  I  was  catching  atfomdihing  I  could 
not  hold  feft.  But  thefe  words  fettled  and  decided 
the  matt»,  *^  It  is  the  voice  of  my  Beloved :  be- 
hold, he  cometh  leaping  on  the  monntains,  and 
ftipping  on  the  hills.*^     And  a  fweet  peace  I 
found  in  my  fouj.    However,  before  the  day  was 
paft,  I  felt  my  mind  again  beclouded,  and  my 
foul  difturbed,  and  Satan  fuggefting  that  it  was 
not  real ;   but  the  above  wcwrds  were  attended 
again,  the  fecond  time,  with  power,  and  k^t  vi- 
brating through  my  very  foul  for,  I  believe,  two 
hours ;  and  the  matter  was  made  clear  to  me  that 
I  was  not  deceived.  *  On  Tuefday  morning  the 
Lord  met  me  again  in  prayer ;  and,  I  blefs  his 
name,  he  renewed  the  fame  over  again,  as  he  did 
the  morning  before;   and  fweetly  did  he  com- 
mune with  my  foul ;  and  he  has  brought  me  to 
fit  at  his  feet,  clothed,  and  in  my  right  mind,  and 
has  told  me,  that  *^  he  has  made  with  me  an 
everlafting  covenant,  ordered  in  all  things  and 
fure ;"  and  that  he  will  lead  me  into  the  myfte- 
ries  of  it,  for  the  half  has  not  been  told  me ;  and 
never  before  did  I  feel  fuch  contrition  and  godly 
forrow.    It  has  killed  me  outright,  and,  as  you 
fay  in  one  of  your  letters,  bleeds  my  very  foul  to 
death.    O  how  much  do  I  need  your  prayers,  that 
I  may  be  kept  near  him,  that  I  may  not  be  carried 
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away !  for  Satan  will  ufe  all  his  efforts  to  gel  me 
again  into  his  lieve.  I  have  communicated  this 
to  no  foul  living  but  yourfelf^  thanking  you  for 
all  favours.  I  know  you  are  wife  as  an  angel  of 
God ;  therefore,  if  you  fee  any  thing  in  this  let- 
ter that  is  not  produced  und^  the  influence  of 
the  Spirit  of  God,  fail  not  to  communicate  it  to 
me  as  foon  as  you  can ;  for  I  have  reafon  to  be 
lifraid  of  all  my  joys.  If  it  ihould  be  proved  they 
be  falfe,  ple^e  to  keep  the  contents  of  this  fecret ; 
for,  if  they  know  I  am  up  again,  they  will  be  try-* 
ing  ta  make  me  the  keeper  of  their  vineyards, 
which,  perhaps,  would  be  attended  with  a  negleift 
o£  my  own*  Indeed,  at  prefent,  I  want  no  con- 
verfation  with  any  body ;  I  am  fo  afraid  of  loling 
what  1  have  got.    Adieu. 

* 

The  Kiog't  Dale.  PHILOMELA. 
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LETTER    XXV. 


To  NOCTUA  AURITAy  in  the  DeferU 


I  HAVE  been  cxpeAing  a  letter  from 
you  every  day  for  this  month  paft,  and  have  felt 
much  at  your  long  lilence.  Satan  has  endea- 
voured to  help  the  matter  forward^  and  has  fug- 
gefted  to  me  what^  perhaps^  never  entered  your 
head.  But  he  is  not  worth  fpending  any  time 
about;  fo  I  will  not  lay  any  thing  more  about 
him,  but  proceed  to  tell  my  dear  friend  that,  fince 
I  wrote  you  lafr,  I  have  experienced  a  fweet  gale 
from  the  fouth  wind,  which,  for  a  time,  carried  all 
that  was  not  mortal  within  the  veil,  and  left  me 
nothing  but  the  poor  frail  tabernacle  here  below, 
and  even  that  felt  the  efFefts  of  it  fo  much  that  it 
was  hardly  able  to  fuflain  it  Indeed,  my  dear 
brother,  I  hardly  knew,  for  fome  time,  whether 
in  the  body,  or  out  of  the  body;  and,  had  it 
been  the  will  of  my  God,  glad  fhould  I  have  been 
to  have  taken  my  eternal  flight,  and  left  mortality 
behind.  But  I  am  fully  perfuaded  that  is  not  to 
take  place  yet ;  becaufe  it  is  given  me  to  believe 
that  it  is  appointed  for  me  to  bear  no  fmall  part  of 
the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day ;  and  I  am  to 
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itand  in  many  of  the  Lord's  battles.  But,  how* 
ever  weak  I  am,  he  will  teach  my  hands  to  war, 
and  my  fingers  to  fight ;  and  I  trull  that  no  wea- 
pon that  is  formed  againft  me  ihall  profper ;  be** 
caufe  I  know  all  my  enemies  are  his  enemies,  I 
had,  three  nights  ago,  a  very  particular  dream, 
which  I  well  know  came  from  God,  and  will,  I 
have  no  doubt,  have  its  accomplifhment ;  and, 
as  you  are  one  of  the  parties  concerned,  I  will 
make  bold  to  trouble  you  with  the  relation  of  it. 
I  dreamed  I  was  Handing  in  an  open  road ;  you 
came  up  to  me,  and  converfed  with  me  for  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  when  you  turned  from  me 
and  went  out  of  my  fight.  You  was  no  fooner 
gone  than  there  came  up  to  me  a  middle-aged 
woman,  very  comely  in  her  appearance.  She  had 
on  a  long  white  robe;  Ihe  had  a  foft,  fmooth, 
fmiling  countenance ;  and  very  pleafant  did  (he 
look  at  me ;  but  I  faw  the  very  devil  under  that 
robe.  I  trembled  at  her  appearance  till  my  very 
joints  ihook ;  for  I  perceived  fhe  had  very  evil  de* 
figns  againft  me.  She  very  minutely  furveycd  me 
firom  head  to  foot.  I  therefore  took  my  garments 
and  girded  them  round  me  as  tight  as  poffibly  I 
could,  and  ftood  trembling  before  her,  as  I  thought 
her  intention  \s^as  to  rob  me.  I  had  not  ftood  long 
before  you  came  to  me  the  fecond  time ;  which 
when  Ihe  faw,  Ihe  turned,  and  went  out  of  my 
fight.  You  converfed  with  me  as  before,  though 
I  do  not  recolledt  any  thing  of  the  converfation. 
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I  Iccretly  wifhed'  you  not  to  leave  me,  as.  I  knew 
the  flatterer  was  at  no  grea4:  diftance ;  but  I  did 
not  afk  you.  You  turned  and  went  out  of  my 
£ght  ^ain ;  and  no  fooner  was  you  gone^  but 
this  woman  came  up  to  me  again^  but  fomewhat 
nearer.  I  felt  the  fame  fenfations  as  before,  and,  aai 
before,  took  my  garments,  and  girt  them  round 
me  with  all  the  ilrength  I  had,  and  flood  trembling 
before  her,  expedling  her  to  fall  on  me.  I  wifhed 
for  you  to  come  again;  but  you  came  no  more. 
This  was  done  three  times ;  and  I  believe  with  my 
trembling  I  awoke.  What  it  all  means  I  mufl 
leave  to  God  and  future  difcovery;  but  furc  \ 
am,  by  the  repetitions  of  tlie  dream,  and  by  my 
flrange  feelings  under  it,  that  fome  fore  trial 
awaits  me.  I  khow  that  the  church  of  Rome» 
and  all  falfe  churches,  as  well  as  the  fooliih  vir- 
gins, are  called  women,  and  are  fet  forth  as  very 
gaudy  and  gay  in  their  drefs,  as  this  woman  was ; 
and  I  believe  it  is  the  bufinefs  and  delight  of  fuch 
perfons  to  rob  the  children  of  God.  But  who 
can  take  away  the  garment  of  imputed  righteouf- 
nefs,  or  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's 
eleA?  My  garment  I  wrapt  clofe  round  me; 
and  I  believe  it  is  faith  that  puts  this  robe  on, 
and  keeps  it  clofe.  However,  fufFer  we  muft; 
and,  *^  if  we  fufFer  with  him,  we  fhall  alfo  reign 
with  him ;"  for  our  confolations  are  as  fure  as  our 
fufFcrings.  The  Lord  promifes  flrength  equal  to 
the  day ;  and,  if  fQ,  I  fhall  ftand  and  withHand. 

My. 
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My  other  three  fucceeding  epiftles  you  told  mt 
drew  ibme  fecrets  from  your  hearts  and  I  am 
fure  they  did  my  foul  good;  ajid>  as  this  is 
the  third  fince  you  wrote  me^  I  hope  thefe  will 
do  the  fame  again.  I  faw  the  herald  kfi  nighty 
and  he  was  as  well  as  ufuaL  Hope  thb  will 
meet  you  and  your  family  weli  Believe  me  to 
peoiain 

Your  affectionate  friend  and  lifter 

in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 

The  King-s  Dale.  PHILOMELA. 


LETTER    XXVL 

To  PHILOMELA,  in  the  Kings's  Dale. 

• 

Haying  a  little  leifure  time  upon 

my  haQds>  I  am  inclined  to  write  to  thee^  having 

a  defile  to  know  how  thou  dofi.    But  which  way 

to  fteer  my  courfe,  fo  as  to  find  thee,  is  the  difiicult 

taik  that   I  have  undertaken.     In  my  former 

epiiUes 
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epiflles  I  always  went  before  thee  by  the  fpirit  of 
prophecy ;  and,  as  thou  cameft  after,  thou  didA 
fet  to  thy  feal  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  was  true. 
But,  moving  from  my  old  habitation,  and  the 
troubles  which  have  attended  it,  have  fo  inter- 
rupted  our  correfpondence,  that  I  know  not  where 
thou  art.  However,  I  will  purfue  the  footfteps 
of  the  flock ;  and  I  have  no  douht  but  I  fhall 
overtake  thee,  either  in  the  vallies,  or  in  the 
heights  of  Ifrael. 

To  go  back  to  the  days  of  thy  difperfion,  when 
thou  waft  ftumbling  upon  the  dark  mountains^ 
muft  be  altogether  vain.  The  Shepherd's  promife 
to  thee  in  that  ftate  hath  been  fulfiUed :  "  I  will 
feek  my  flieep,  and  fearch  them  out ;  and  I  will 
gather  them  out  of  all  places  whither  they  have 
been  fcattered  in  the  cloudy  and  dark  days.'* 
From  thefe  difmal  and  dark  regions  he  hath  put 
thee,  forth,  and  gone  before  thee,  and  cauied  thee 
to  pafs  under  the  rod,  and  to  hear  his  voice ;  and 
he  hath  led  thee  into  tiie  bond  of  the  covenant, 
that  thou  mighteft  be  bound  up  in  the  bundle  of 
life  with  the  chief  Shepherd.  This  is  the  fummit 
of  all  happinefs,  the  height  of  Zion's  dignity,  the 
high  mountain  and  the  eminent  on  which  fo 
many  have  faid,  "  I  fhall  never  be  moved ;  thou. 
Lord,  of  thy  goodnefs  haft  made  my  hill  fo 
ftrong.'*  Upon  this  eminence  he  carries  the  lambs 
in  his  bofom,  as  well  as  leads  gently  thofe  that 

are 


(  IW  ) 

are  with  young.  The  former  feel  the  warmth  of 
his  hearty  the  latter  the  llrength  of  his  arm.  But 
it  is  vexatious^  grievous,  yea,  and  dangerous, 
coming  down  from  this  mount ;  becaufe  the  hor* 
rible  pit  and  the  miry  clay  are  fo  near  to  the  foot 
of  it,  one  of  old  tumbled  into  it :  *^  I  flick  faft ; 
I  am  come  into  the  deep  waters,  fo  that  the  floods 
overflow  me."  This  ftiffened  his  joints,  and  re- 
laxed his  nerves,  and  made  him  fliagger  and  wad- 
dle in  his  walk.  "  I  am  ready  to  halt,  and  my 
forrows  are  continually  before  me.**  This  being 
put  out  of  the  bofom,  and  driven  from  the  fuck- 
ling-houfe,  and  turned  adrift  to  go  behind,  and 
only  now  and  then  allowed  to  hear  the  Shepherd's 
voice,  and  being  bid  to  follow  him  inftead  of  rid- 
ing in  the  bofom,  appears  to  be  hard  treatment. 
However,  he  always  heals  them  that  halt,  binds 
up  that  which  is  broken,  and  feeds  that  which  is 
(kint:  "  The  Lord  is  my  fliepherd,  therefore  I 
ihall  not  want.  He  maketh  me  to  lie  down  in 
green  paflures ;  he  leadeth  me  befide  the  ftill  wa- 
ters ;  he  refl:oreth  my  foul ;  he  leadeth  me  in  paths 
of  righteoufnefs  for  his  name*s  fake.**  Thus  to 
lie  down  and  find  reft  and  fatisfadtion,  encom- 
pafled  and  fupported  by  the  lively  oracles,  or 
life-giving  words  of  promife,  and  to  be  led  by  the 
fireams  whiph  flow  from  the  river  of  divine  plea* 
fure,  makes  us  fat  and  flourifhing.  But,  alas! 
thefe  vanifh  again,  and  we  lofe  fight  of  thefe  wa- 
ters ;  *'  I  am  a  granger  with  thee ;  hide  not  thy 
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commandment  frcm  roe.  O5  when  wilt  thou  come 
and  comfort  me  !**  Here  the  old  man^  and  die 
iheep's  worft  enemy)  ^itang^  him ;  he  is  htmg 
up :  *^  Mine  cfes  are  «va:  toward  the  Lord ;  for 
he  Ihall  pluck  my  feet  out  of  the  net.  The  trou- 
bles of  my  heart  are  enlarged ;  O  bring  thou  me 
out  of  my  diftreiTes  !'*  Out  he  comes  again :  ^  I 
will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  thy  mercy :  for  thoa 
haft  confidered  my  trouble ;  thou  haft  known  my 
foul  in  adverlities^  and  haft  not  fhut  me  up  into 
the  hand  of  the  enemy.  Thou  haft  fetmy  feet  in 
a  large  room.*'  But  he  foon  wanders  out  of  this 
into  the  defert,  and  gets  upon  the  barren  HMun- 
tains  of  Sinai,  and  here  gets  both  blinded  and  inv- 
poverifhed :  "  I  have  gone  aftray  like  a  loft  iheep ; 
feek  \hy  fervant,  for  I  do  not  foi^  thy  com- 
mandments.*' What  part  of  this  path  of  tribula- 
tion my  fifter  is  now  on,  or  which  of  thefe  foot- 
fteps  of  the  ilock  fuits  her  prefent  fteps,  I  know 
not ;  but,  when  I  faw  her  laft,  Ihc  was  fhut  up, 
and  could  not  come  forth ;  and,  when  I  informed 
her  of  a  future  enlargement,  her  anfwer  agreed 
with  that  of  her  fifter  of  old,  "  Nay,  thou  man  of 
God,  do  not  lie  to  thine  handmaid  /'  for  I  Ihall 
never  be  tbmfortable  any  more  in  this  world. 
Has  experience,  from  th^t  time  to  this,  proved 
that  faying  to  be  *rue  ?  or  did  the  Lord  confirm 
the  word  of  his  fervant,  and  perfonn  the  counfel 
of  his  meflenger  ? 

Once  more:  Haft  thou  found,  in  the  courfe  of 
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thy  pilgrimage^  any  thing  to  confirm  that  com- 
laum  fayiiiig  of  many,  namely,  that  thofe  who, 
by  the  Sptiit,  are  brought  Once  4nto  liberty,  are 
never  ejcercifed  .with,  nor  entangled  in,  legal 
bondage  again  ?  t>r' whether  this  bondage  be  not 
one  ingredient  in  the  cup  of  Zion's  forrow,  which 
all  mud  drink  of,  more  or  lefe,  who  follow  the 
Ijimb  whitherfoe  ver  he  goeth  ?  A  folntion  of 
fhefe  matteis  will  lay  me  under  an  obligation, 
whidh  lllall  be  acknowledged  with  that  thankful- 
nefs  which  I  hope  will  ever  abound  in 

Your  aifeiStionate  friend  and  brother, 

tnm  the  fiefert.  NOCTU A  AlTRlTA. 
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LEtTER    XXVII. 


To  NOCTUA  AURITA,  in  the  Defert. 


I  BECEivEn  your  kind  letter,  and 
am  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  inquiry  after  my 
fpiritual  welfare.  Your  letter  found  me  in  the 
footfteys  of  the  flock ;  though  I  muft  tell  you^  it 
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did  not  find  me  on  the  heights  of  Zion.  I  am  got 
on  the  barren  mountains  of  Sinai ;  and  my  foul  is 
<as  the  mountains  of  Gilboa^  without  either  dew 
or  rain :  therefore  thcfe  words  of  David  fuit  me, 
"  I  have  gone  aftray  like  a  loft  iheep ;  feek  thy 
fervant :"  for  I  can  fay  alfo,  with  him,  that  I  do 
not  forget  Grod*s  commandments.  Since  I  wrote 
to  you  laft,  which  is  now  more  than  four  months, 
I  have  been  led  in  a  ftrange  path.  If  you  recol- 
le6i:,  I  wrote  to  you  juft  before  the  Lord  had 
granted  me  that  fecond  enlaigement  from  the 
bondage  in  which  I  had  lain  for  five  months. 
This  was  a  fweet  revival  of  the  work.  But,  alas ! 
gradually  did  thofe  fweet  fenfations  on  my  foul 
wither,  and  down  from  the  mount  I  came  before 
I  was  aware ;  and  for  two  months  I  had  not  the 
leaft  light  on  the  path  I  was  in ;  only  I  knew 
what  I  had  loft.  Nor  could  I  get  any  help  fix>m 
the  landhiary,  nor  ftrength  out  of  Zion ;  and,  for 
want  of  light,  I  could  not  defcribe  my  flrange 
feelings  to  any  one ;  yet  I  was  not  in  deep  difbefs 
all  this  time,  though  I  knew  I  was  not  comfort- 
able. However,  I  was  furc  it  was  a  path  I  had 
not  been  in  before.  But,  about  a  month  ago, 
under  one  of  the  orations  of  his  Majefty's  herald, 
the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  Ihine  with  a  ray  of  light 
while  he  was  defcribing  a  fpeech  of  my  great  great 
grandmother's,  recorded  in  the  annals  of  antiquity; 
where  Ihe  fays,  "  I  flecp,  but  my  heart  waketh.'* 
In  a  moment  I  was  given  to  fee  that  I  was  in  the 
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iame  cafe,  and  her  prayer  was  that  moment  mme ; 
and  from  my  heart  I  could  fay,  ^^  Awake,  O  north 
wind,  and  come,  thou  fouth ;.  blow  upon  my  gar- 
den, that  the  fpices  thereof  may  flow  out."  Ever 
iince  the  Lord  brought  me  into  the  liberty  of  the 
gofpel,  tliefe  words  have  perplexed  me,  why  the 
venerable  fpoufe  Ihould  wifh  to  awake  the  north 
wind.  But  I  believe  I  know  the  fecret  now ;  for 
I  had  rather  be  under  the  .influence  of  that  gale 
"than  to  lie  wind-bound,  which  is  my  cafe  at  pre- 
ient.  But,  upon  this  difcovery  of  my  ftate,  my 
beloved  feemed  to  put  in  his  hand  by  the  hole  of 
the  door,  and  my  bowels  were  moved  for  him. 
This  feemed,  in  a  meafure,  to  roufe  me  from  my 
fpixitual  lethargy,  and  a  little  fervour  was  commu- 
nicated to  my  fpirit,  which  enabled  me  to  arife 
and  open  to  my  beloved.  But,  as  it  fared  with 
her  of  old,/o  it  does  with  me;  for  my  beloved 
has  withdrawn  himfelf,  and  is  gone;  I  fought 
him,  but  I  could  not  find  him ;  I  called  him,  but 
he  gave  me  no  anfwer;  and,  fince  that  time,  I 
have  lofl:  that  little  fervour  I  then  found  on  my 
fpirit,  fo  that  I  have  no  heart  to  feek  him.  But 
the  light  which  difcovers  where  I  am  remains  ftill 
with  me.  This  is  my  prcfent  flate;  and  how 
long  I  am  to  lie  at  anchor  I  know  not ;  but  I  do 
not,  at  prefent,  feel  the  leafl:  breeze  from  the  ever- 
lafling  hills  to  fill  the  fails.  I  feel  this  a  fad  cafe 
indeed,  and  can  find  no  accefs  to  God ;  no  faith 
in  cxercife  to  plead  his  wptd  of  promife  at  a  throne 
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of  grace.    Therefore,  if  you  fee  my  beloved,  tell 
him  that  I  am  fick  of  love. 

The  queftions  you  alk  a  folution  of  arc  not  (I 
am  fure)  for  your  own  information ;  but,  what- 
ever your  motive  may  be,  I  am  bound,  from  a 
grateful  fenfe  of  my  obligations  to  you,  to  anfwer 
any  queftion  you  fliall  alk,  if  it  lies  in  my  power; 
and  I  hope  I  (hall  ever  bear  my  teftimony  againft 
fuch  a  lie  as  that,  viz,  that  the  believer,  afber  be- 
ing once  brought  into  the  liberty  of  the  gofpel,  is 
never  entangled  again  in  legal  bondage ;  my  own 
experience  is  point  blank  againft  it.  Therefore  I 
know  that  thofe  who  aflcrt  fuch  things  know  not 
what  they  fay,  nor  whereof  they  affirm.  For  I 
am  fure  this  is  the  third  time  that  I  have  been  in 
legal  bondage  fince  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  pro- 
claim liberty  to  my  foul,  which  is  but  two  years 
come  next  week;  and  I  think  my  wanderings 
have  been  fomething  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  pro- 
phet Elijah,  when  he  went  a  day^s  journey  in  the 
wildernefs.  I  have  always  been  made  to  expe* 
rience  the  wind,  the  earthquake,  and  the  fire,  be- 
fore I  have  been  favoured  with  the  ftill  fmall 
voice  which  has  brought  me  back  again;  and 
have  been  made  as  bitter  in  my  fpirit  as  was  the 
prophet,  when  he  fat  under  the  juniper-tree,  and 
requeued  of  the  Lord  that  he  might  die,  though 
he  knew  it  was  contrary  to  God*s  will.  More- 
over, I  am  in  a  ftrait  to  know  what  this  can  be. 
I  know  it  is  the  gSc^  of  i^al  bondage ;  and  1 
6  have 
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have  felt  it  as  keen  and  as  galling  lince  my  deli- 
verance as  I  did  before,  only  with  this  difference 
(as  you  obferved  to  me  in  a  former  letter),  "  that 
unappeafed  wrath,  and  unatoned  guilt,  are  not 
mixed  with  it." — ^But  I  muft  conclude  with  thank- 
ing you  kindly  for  all  fevours,  and  begging  a 
continuance  of  them,  attended  with  an  intereft  in 
your  prayers  for  me,  that  I  may  be  kept  from 
«very  fnare  that  Satan  may  fpread  for  my  feet,  and 
that  the  Lord  would  condefcend  to  yifit  me  agaiuf 
and  reftore  to  me  the  joys  of  his  falvation,  and 
uphold  me  with  his  free  Spirit,  that  the  wilder- 
nefs  and  the  folitary  place  may  be  made  glad  and 
flourifli,  and  the  defert  bloffom  as  the  rofe.  Then 
joy  and  gladnefs  will  be  foimd  therein,  thankfgiv- 
ing  and  the  voice  of  melody,  and  not  till  then. 
My  partner  joins  in  kind  refpedts.  Believe  me  tQ 
remain,  as  much  as  eveu, 

Your  affeilionate  friend  and  lifter 
in  the  Lord  Jefus, 

The  King's  Dale,  PHILOMELA^ 
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LETTER    XXVIII. 


To  PHILOMEL  J,   of  the  Kings  Dak. 


I 

I  HAVE  paid  fcvcral  vifits  this  week, 
Bbth  to  you  on  the  hill,  and  to  thofe  in  the  valley, 
bnly  I  was  abfent  in  body;  fo  that  my  appearance 
was  imperceptible ;  fomewhat  like  that  of  the  be- 
loved ftanding  behind  the  wall,  and  fhewing  him- 
felf  through  the  lattice.  Whether  any  troubles 
have  happened  to  either  of  your  families,  I  know 
not ;  but  you  have  been  much  on  my  mind  when 
I  have  been  fecretly  engaged  in  that  greateft,  beft, 
moft  blefled,  and  nxoft  glorious  privilege  that  ever 
perllhing  finncrs  were  favoured  with. 

Private  prayer  is  my  court  vifits  to  my  God, 
the  life  and  breath  of  my  foul ;  it  is  the  afcenfion 
of  the  foul  to  the  Almighty,  and  its  returns  are 
the  defcenfion  of  Chrift  to  the  foul's  help.  It  is 
the  aflualion  of  grief,  the  eafement  of  a  burdened 
heart,  and  the  vent  of  a  joyful  one.  It  is  the  rich 
favour  of  myftical  incenfe,  the  overflowings  of 
a  living  fountain,  an  all-prevailing  facrifice,  the 
.  delight  of  the  Almighty,  and  a  ravilhixig  charm 
to  the  heavenly  bridegroom. 
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Prayer  has  made  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs  to 
itand  ftill  in  his  firmament,  though  dilbharged 
from  the  lips  of  a  blind  beggar.  It  has  brought 
the  Ancient  of  Days  to  dwell  in  a  bufh  ;  and  even' 
a  worm,  by  this  fimple  mean,  has  held  the  King 
of  kings  in  the  galleries ;  yea.  Omnipotence  itfelf 
has  been  conftrained  to  fay,  "  Let  me  go,  for  the 
day  breaketh."  But  duft  and  afhes  replied,  *'  I 
will  not,  except  thou  blcfs  me.'*  And  he  blefled 
him  there,  and  allowed  that  himfelf  had  been 
conquered,  and  ftyled  his  antagonift-a  prevailer 
with  God.  Thus  Judah*s  Lion  was  overcome,' 
and  the  lame  duck  waddled  off  with  the  vidlory. 

Prayer  is  a  defence  againft  the  fpirit  of  this 
world,  and  a  guard  againft  the  inroads  of  vanity ; 
it  is  a  maul  upon  the  head  of  the  old  man,  and  a 
lalh  of  fcorpions  for  the  deviK 

Prayer  is  a  bridle  in  the  jaws  of  a  perfecutor,  a 
fpell  to  a  voracious  enemy,  a  dagger  at  the  heart 
of  a  heretic,  a  key  to  parables  and  dark  fayings, 
and  a  battering-ram  on  the  walls  of  falvation. 
^^  The  kingdom  of  heaven  fufFereth  violence,  and 
the  violent  take  it  by  force." 

Prayer  opens  the  bountiful  hand  of  God,  opens 
the  door  of  mercy,  keeps  Chrift  in  the  throne  of 
our  afFe6lions,  and  covers  eveiy  rival  and  ufurper 
with  fliame  and  confufion  of  face. 

Prayer  is  Iny  royal-exchange,  where  I  have 
brought  thoufands  of  cares,  burdens,  fnares,  trou- 
bles, vexations,  temptations,  doubts,  fears,  mifgiv- 
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ings  jof  heart,  forrows  of  mind,  fainting  fits,  un* 
believing  fits,  fits  of  love-ficknefs,  fits  of  carnal 
and  fpiritual  jealoufy,  liardnefs  of  heart,  rebellion 
of  heart, .  and  ingratitude  of  heart ;  together  with 
every  other  diforder,  as  the  leprofy,  the  evil  of  the 
heart,  the  plague  of  the  heart,  and  the  plague  of 
the  head;    together  with  deaf  ears,  blind  eyes, 
feeble  knees,  languid  hands,  halting  feet,  and  a 
jftiff  neck ;  with  many  oppofitions,  perfecutions, 
falfe  charges,  fianderous  accufations,  and  vile  re- 
proaches ;  and  have,  by  this  fimple  mean,  got  rid 
of  them  all  at  times.     I  have  gone  to  this  change 
with  all  forts  of  devils,  as  an  unclean  devil,  a  falfc 
preaching  devil,  a  blafphemoiis  devil,  a  reforming 
devil,  a  furious  devil,  a  fawning  devil,    and   a 
flecpy  devil,  and  have  left  them  in  the  hands  of 
him  that  could  manage  them,  when  my  ftrength 
has  been  all  gone,  and  felf-defpair  has  feized  me. 
All  thefe,  and  thoufands  .more,  have  I  taken  to 
this  royal-exchange ;  and  you  know  that  one  of 
the  names  of  a  believer  is  that  of  an  exchanger 
(Matt.  XXV.  27) ;  and  I  have  received  in  return 
thoufands  of  kifles,  bleffings,  mercies,,  and  deli* 
verances;  many  refrelhings,  renewings,  revivals, 
reftorations,  and  returns  of  comfort,  peace,  love, 
and  joy ;  together  with  frelh  difcoveries,  love  to* 
kens,  wholefome  truths,  profound  myfteries,'  glo- 
rious glimpfes,  bright  profpedks,  terreftrial  views, 
undoubted  evidences,  infallible  proofs,  heavenly 
lefTons,  confirming  vifits,  confpicuous  deliverances, 
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eamefts^  pledges^  a2i4  foretaftes^  reTiTing  cordials^ 
precious  promifes^  or  bank  notes^  payable  this  day^ 
and  every  day  through  hfe^  and  even  to  millions 
of  ages  after  date,  ligned,  fealed,  and  deliveredj^ 
by  Jehovah  himfelf :  and  God  knows,  and  con* 
fcience  too,  that  I  lie  not. 

Prayer  has  feattered  many  confederate  enemies 
of  my  foul,  marred  the  fchemes  of  Jacobins,  fruf- 
trated  the  tokens  of  liars,  and  made  diviners  mad. 
It  countera6ls  the  deiigns  of  Satan  and  his  dear 
children;  it  hath  made  me  the  enemy  of  the 
world,  the  rival  of  impoftors,  the  envy  of  hypo- 
crites, an  eyefore  to  the  devil,  an  admiration  to 
perifhing  finners,  a  fpeftacle  to  the  world,  and  a 
wonder  to  myfelf  ^*  He  that  prays  to  his  Father, 
that  feeth  in  fecret,  ihall  be  rewarded  openly.'* 

By  prayer  the  poor  come  up  from  the  duft,  and 
the  beggar  from  the  dunghill,  and  get  a  feat 
gmong  the  princes  of  God's  people,  and  an  inhe- 
ritance in  the  throne  of  glory.  Mental  prayer 
hath  brought  me  from  fleeping  in  a  barn  to  a  com- 
fortable lodging,  from  a  lodging  to  a  cottage,  fiiom 
$i  cottage  to  a  houfe,  and  from  a  houle  to  a  little 
farm ;  it  fiath  brought  food  for  my  need,  apparel 
for  my  ufe,  ftimiture  for  my  dwelling,  fuel  to  my 
hearth,  money  to  my  pocket,  and  faithful  friends 
to  my  heart,  and  hath  kept  my  pot  boiling  alraoft 
thirty  years.  **  For  all  thefe  things  I  will  be 
inquired  of  by  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  that  I  may  do 
thefe  things  for  them."   Ezek,  xxxvi.  3/. 

K  4  Prayer 
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Prayer  brought  mc  from, the  coal-barge  to  a 
.pulpit,  from  being  a  fervant  of  fervants  to  be  a 
ruler  in  the  Lord's  houfehold;  it  delivered  my 
hands  from  the  fhovel,  and  my  Ihoulders  from  the 

lacks. 

Yea,  eameft  defires  hath  raifed  four  houfcs  of 
prayer  for  Grod,  and  brought  the  prcfence  of  God 
into  the  houfes ;  it  hath  brought  living  waters  to 
my  well,  oil  to  my  crufe,  joy  to  my  heart,  and  a 
blei&ng  to  many  fouls.  And  what  fhall  ?  fay 
more  ?  Why,  prayer  hath  brought  little  animals 
to  my  fields,  living  creatures  to  my  yard,  a  horfe 
for  my  ufe,  when  the  King's  bufinefs  requires 
haile,  and  a  vehicle  at  my  command  in  inclement 
weather.  This  has  caufed  the  very  abjedls  to  ga- 
ther together  about  me,  and  the  eyes  of  the  en- 
vious to  look  on  me,  who  have  feen  it,  and  griev- 
ed, grudged,  and  gnalhed,  and  wandered  up  and 
down,  and  gone  round  the  walls  of  my  dwelling 
grinning  like  a  dog.  "  No  good  thing  will  I  with- 
hold from  them  that  walk  uprightly." 

Prayer  hath  brought  the  fouls  of  fome,  when 
departed,  back  into  their  bodies  again.  It  engages 
the  Almighty  on  the  fide  of  the  fuppUant,  and 
eftabliflies  an  alliance  with  God.  It  hath  flopped 
the  bottles  of  heaven  for  three  years  and  fix 
months,  and  opened  them  again  at  the  expiration 
of  that  term ;  yea,  and  b/ought  a  miraculous  plenty 
into  the  houfe  of  a  poor  widow,  while  deftru<ftion 
and  famine  were  riding  all  aroUnd  in  univerfal 

triumph, 
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triumph.  "  All  things  are  poffible  to  hitn  that 
believeth ;"  **  and  whatfoever  ye  aik  in  prayer,  be- 
lieving, ye  fhall  receive." 

Prayer  hath  brought  health  to  the  lick,  hearing 
to  the  deaf,  fpeech  to  the  dumb,  eyes  to  the  blind, 
life  to  the  dead,  falvation  to  the  loft ;  and  even 
driven  the  devil  himfelf  from  the  heart  of  many, 
and  brought  the  God  of  heaven  to  dwell  in  his 
room. 

*  Prayer  is  pouring  out  the  foul  before  God,  and 
ihewing  him  our  troubles ;  it  is  cafting  our  cares 
upon  him  that  careth  for  us,  and  our  burdens 
upon  him  in  whom  we  arc  to  fay  we  have  righte- 
cufnefs  ai>d  flxength ;  it  is  opening  to  our  well- 
beloved,  opening  our  minds,  our  hearts,  and  our 
mouths,  to  him  who  tells  us  to  let  him  hear  our 
voice,  and  fee  our  faces,  the  one  being  fweet,  and 
the  other  comely.  This  is  befieging  an  everlaft- 
ing  kingdom,  moving  the  throne  of  grace,  and 
coming  with  a  treble  rat-tat^at  the  door  of  mercy. 
[In  prayer  we  muft  take  no  denial,  if  we  have  but 
}  a  feeling  fenfe  of  our  wants,  a  fcriptural  warrant 
^  to  go  upon,  or  one  promife  to  plead;  lye. ^nuft 
fue,- argue,  reafon,  plead,  fupplicate,  intercede^ 
confefs,  acknowledge,  thank,  blefs,  praife,  adore, 
repeat,  importune,  obferve,  take  hold  of,  and  turn 
etery  thing  that  we  can  to  our  own  advantage,  fo  as 
ive  can  but  get  fomething  for  the  foul.  Senfible  fin- 
ners,  that  are  poor  and  needy,  have  goiten  many 
illvitations,  CHicouragements,  precedents,  promifcs, 

the 
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the  covenant,  the  oath  of  God,  the  merits  of  Chrift, 
and  all  his  covenant  engagements,  undertakings^ 
imd  performances ;  the  covenant  characters  that  he 
fuilains,  his  incarnation^  and  near  relationfhip  to 
lis ;  together  with  all  the  glorious  train  of  divine 
perfedlions  found  in  the  proclamation  of  the  name 
of  God  to  Mofes ;  for  they  all  harmonize  and  ihine 
in  Chrift  crucified.  Thus  far  I  had  written  in  this 
fecond  epiftle,  my  dear  filler,  when  your  laft  let^ 
ter  came  to  hand.  I  fee  where  you  are,  and  will 
endeavour  to  point  it  out  to  jou. 

Apd  now  obferve:  when  God  the  Father  is 
fibout  to  bring  us,  as  his  chofen  children^  to  his 
dearly  beloved  Son,  that  we  may  be  openly  and 
experimentally  efpoufed  to  him,  he  comes  near  to 
us  in  a  broken  law,  as  it  is  written,  "  BlefiTed  ia 
the  man  whom  thou  chafl:eneft,  O  Lord,  an<} 
teacheft  hin^  put  of  thy  law,  that  thou  inayefl:  give 
him  reft  firom  the  days  of  adverfity,  till  thp  pit  be 
digged  up  for  the  wicked."  This  reft  frpip  the 
days  of  adverfity  is  to  hp  found  only  in  Chrift  Je-r 
fus.  He  is  our  reft  and  our  refi-efhing ;  and  this 
reft  Chrift  promifes  to  them  that  are  weary  an^ 
heavy  ladieft.  This  lading  is  fin,  guilt,  and  wrath ; 
and  this  labouring,  and  being  weary  of  it,  is  out 
fruitlefe  toil  under  the  legal  yoke ;  for  the  law 
works  wrath  and  death  in  us,  and  this  is  truly 
hard  labour ;  and,  as  we  have  no  fuccefs  in  it,  we 
faint,  and  get  weary  of  it.  This,  my  fifter,  is  our 
heavenly  Father's   teaching;    and  fo    faith  the 

Saviour, 
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Saviour,  "  It  is  written.  And  they  Ihall  all  bo 
taught  of  God.  Every  one,  therefore,  that  hath 
heard  and  hath  learned  of  the  Father,  cometh  unto 
me ;  and  he  that  cometh  unto  me  I  will  in  no  wife 
caft  out."  When  Chrift  efpoufeth  us,  he  doth 
five  things  for  us ;  but,  antecedent  to  this,  God, 
by  the  application  of  the  law,  makes  us  feel  our 
need  of  them  all.    When  the  law  comes  home, 

the 

Firft  thing  that  it  does  is  to  difcover  pur  filthi- 
nefs.  ^*  By  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  fin;'* 
and  fin  by  the  law  becomes  exceeding  finful. 

2dly.  The  curfe  of  the  law,  and  the  wrath  of 
God,  pierce  through  the  poor  breaftplate  of  all 
felf-righteoufnefs,  which  convinces  us  that  we  are 
iinrighteous  in  the  fight  of  God. 

3dly,  It  clifcovers  and  ftirs  up  our  carnal  enmity. 
•?  The  carnal  mind  is  enmity  againft  God ;  it  is 
not  fubjeA  to  the  law  of  God,  nor  indeed  can 

be." 

4thly.  The  law  fills  us  with  fear  and  torment, 

and  leaves  us  in  bondage  to  it.     And, 

5thly,  It  difcovers  our  blindnefs  and  our  igno* 
ranee,  and  makes  the  old  veil  that  is  upon  our 
hearts  a  darknefs  that  may  be  felt.  Such  a  foul, 
and  no-other,  is  a  fit  objedl:  for  Chrifi  to  embrace; 
and,  under  thefe  circumftances,  God  leads  us  to 
him,  as  he  did  Eve  to  the  firft  Adam ;  and  Chrill 
jxceives  us,  at  his  hand,  as  his  gift. 

The  firft  thing  that  Chrift  does  for  us  is  to 

cleanfe 
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clcanfc  us  from  our  filth,  which  the  law  has  difco- 
vered  to  us :  *^  From  all  your  filthinefs,  and  from 
all  your  idqjs,  will  I  cleanle  you." 

The  fecond  thing  is  to  bring  forth  the  beft  robe, 
and  put  it  upon  us.  This  is  the  wedding-garment : 
*^  The  Lord  (fays  Zion)  hath  clothed  me  with 
the  garments  of  falvation,  he  hath  covered  me 
with  the  robe  of  righteoufnefs,  as  a  bridegroom 
decketh  himfelf  with  ornaments,  and  as  a  bride 
adorneth  herfelf  with  her  jewels.'*  Now  the  filthy 
garments  of  felf-righteoufnefs,  difcovered  by  the 
law,  are  put  off,  and  this  change  of  raiment  is 
put  on. 

3dly.  The  ring  of  everlafting  love  is  brought 
forth  to  adorn  the  hand.  This  ring  of  divine  love 
fubdues  the  carnal  enmity  difcovered  and  ftirred 
up  by  the  law. 

4thly*  The  next  thing  is,  the  Ihoes  are  brought 
forth  for  the  feet;  which  Ihoes  are  peace  with 
God  through  Chrift,  and  peace  with  our  own  con- 
fcience  through  the  application  of  the  atonement : 
"  Having  your  feet  fhod  with  the  preparation  of 
the  gofpel  of  peace."  Thefe  Ihoes  much  charm, 
the  heavenly  wooer :  ^*  How  beautiful  are  thy  feet 
with  fhoes,  O  princefs  daughter!" 

The  fifth  thing  is,  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs 
now  fhines  upon  us  with  healing  in  his  beams. 
He  views  us  with  approbation,  complacency,  and 
delight.  This  is  the  faving  manifeftation  of  him- 
felf to  us,  and  to  all  that  the  Father  hath  given 

him. 
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hitn.  This  removes  the  old  veil  from  the  hearty 
which  hung  fo  heavy  upon  us  under  the. law: 
the  face  being  turned  to  the  Lord,  and  wc  embol- 
dened and  encouraged  to  look  up,  the  veil  is  taken 
away.  AH  this  work  is  done,  in  a  greater  or  lefs 
degree,  on  the  day  of  our  efpoufals,  and  on  the 
day  of  the  gladnefs  of  the  ~  JDridegroom's  heart. 
And  now  let  me  fhew  thee  the  hand  that  faith,  as 
an  inllrument,  hath  in  all  this. 

Firft.  Chrift  is  the  fountain  open  that  cleanfes 
from  all  fin,  and  faith  applies  the  atonement: 
God  purifies  our  hearts  by  faith. 

2dly.  The  Lord  Jefua  ^'  is  the  end  of  the  law  for 
righteoufnefs  to  every  one  that  believeth ;"  and 
faith  lays  hold  of  his  righteoufnefs,  and  puts  it 
on.  Hence  it  is  faid  that  "  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift  is  to  all  and  upon  all  that  believe." 

3dly.  Now,  as  faith  has  the  honour  of  being 
the  hand  of  the  foul,  which  hand  appropriates  all 
thefe  things  to  us ;  fo  faith,  as  the  hand  of  the 
foul,  is  honoured  with  wearing  this  ring,  which 
is  the  eternal  love  of  God:  "  Faith  worketh  by 
love.*'  And,  as  a  wedding-ring  is  an  emblem  of 
love,  and,  when  put  on  the  properfinger,  is  a  fure 
token  fh^m  a  hufband  to  a  woman  of  her  wedlock 
with  him  ;  fo  the  love  of  *God  Ihed  abroad  in  the 
heart  by  the  Spirit  of  God  is  a  fure  token  of  our 
efpoufals  to  Chrift,  and  of  eternal  union  with  him, 
and  of  Grod  the  Father's  love  to  us  in  him.  And, 
as  there  is,  at  times,   in  an  afFedionate  young 

woman 
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vrotnan  wooed,  doubts  and  fears  whether  her  in- 
tended will  prove  faithful  at  laft  or  not,  which 
will  not  be  removed  until  flie  is  efpoufed  with  a 
ring ;  fo  here  the  match  will  not  appear  clear  to 
the  foul;  nor  will  doubts>  fears,  mifgivings  of 
heart,  and  torment,  be  caft  out ;  till  perfe<9:  love 
takes  place,  or  until  we  are  made  perfect  in  love^ 
or  until  this  ring  be  put  on  the  hand  of  faith ;  the 
greateft,  the  hardeil,  and  moft  difficult  work  of 
faith  being  this,  to  perfuade  the  foul  that  Chrift 
loves  it  with  an  everlafting  love ;  and  even  faith's 
perfuaiion  muil  be  attended  with  a  feeling  fenfe 
of  this  love  too,  or  elfe  the  foul  cannot  reft  fatis- 
fied.  But,  when  this  is  done,  the  match  is  made, 
and  is  indiifoluble,  and  the  foul  is  more  thati  fure 
of  it.    And  now, 

4thly,  Faith  puts  on  the  ihoes.  '^  Being  jufti- 
lied  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God  through 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ;*'  and  *^  Let  the  peace  of 
God  rule  in  your  hearts." 

5thly,  Faith  now  looks  through  the  veil,  and 
fees  him  that  is  invifible ;  yea,  Ihe  fees  the  pro- 
mifed  feed,  and  embraces  him.  And  it  is  this  eye 
that  captures  the  heart  of  the  heavenly  wooer: 
^*  Thou  haft  raviftied  my  heart,  my  fifter,  my 
fpoufe ;  thou  haft  raviftied  my  heart  with  one  of 
thine  eyes."  This,  my  beloved  fifter,  is  our  ef- 
poufals  to  the  Lord  Jefus ;  thus  comes  the  fecond 
Eve  to  the  fecond  Adam.  But  flill  the  Fath^ 
doth  not  let  his  daughter  go  out  of  his  hapd ;  no, 

''  None," 
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^  None,**  faith  the  Bridegroom,  "  Ihall  pluck 
them  out  of  my  hand  ;'•  and  adds,  "  My  Father 
is  greater  than  all,  and  none  is  able  to  pluck  them 
out  of  my  Father's  hand.  I  and  my  Father  are 
cne."  Thus  God  holds  her,  and  claims  her  as  his 
daughter,  and  Chtifl:  holds  her  and  claims  her  as 
his  fpoufe,  and  as  his  Father's  choice  and  gift  to 
him.  And,  indeed,  it  was  our  heavenly  Father 
that  decreed,  propofed,  and  made  this  match* 
Thus  have  I  Ihewed  thee  how  we  become  dead  to 
the  law  that  we  may  be  married  to  another,  even 
to  him  that  is  raifed  from  the  dead,  that  we  may 
bring  forth  fruit  unto  God,  even  as  the  branch  in 
the  vine  brings  forth  grapes.  i 

But  now  obferve  what  the  Saviour  fays :  ^^  I  am 
the  vine,  and  ye  are  the  branches,  and  my  Father 
is  the  hufbandman;    every  branch  in  me   that 

beareth  fruit  my  Father  purgeth  it,  that  it  may 
bring  forth  more  fruit.**  After  we  have  enjoyed 
the  dearly  beloved  of  our  fouls  for  a  few  months, 
our  love,  our  fimplicity,  meeknefs,  contrition, 
tendemefs,  filial  fear,  &c.  abate  in  their  exercife ; 
and  we  begin  to  creep  into  felf,  wax  proud,  get 
fecure  and  carelefs ;  dream  of  eafe  all  the  way, 
and  are  very  nice,  and  rather  dainty ;  nothing  but 
the  bcft  wine  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  very  mar- 
row of  the  feaft,  will  do  for  us ;  we  muft  Ihew 
ourfelves,  feck  admiration  and  applaufe,  and  ap- 
pear to  be  fomething.  But,  when  the  Father  fees 
this,  he  takes  us  in  hand  again ;  he  vifits  our  (ins 

with 
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Witt  the  rod,  and  our  iniqtdties  with  Icourgcs,  it 
he  fays  he  will  do ;  he  turns  us  loofe  on  the  bar- 
ren mountains  of  Sinai,  he  exercifes  us  with  legal 
bondage  again.  This  ftirs  up  every  inbred  cor- 
ruption, which  aftoniflies  us ;  this  convinces  us  of 
the  need  of  diligence  and  watchfulnefs,  and  that 
we  have  not  much  to  be  proud  of,  feeing  the  root 
of  every  lin  is  ftill  in  us,  though  guilt  is  purged 
and  lin  is  fubdued  by  grace.  And  here  our  be- 
loved withdraws  himfclf,  and  is  gone.  He  is  not 
to  be  found  at  Horeb,  but  at  Zion.  From  this 
mount  we  get  nothing  but  barrennefs,  drynefs, 
and  deadnefs  of  foul.  Thefe  things  falling  upon 
us,  bring  us  to  rue  our  pride,  fecurity,  lightnefs, 
and  folly ;  and,  though  we  come  no  more  under 
the  curfe,  nor  under  vindiiStive  wrath  nor  unpar- 
doned guilt,  yet  it  is  a  grievous  yoke  to  an  heaven- 
bom  foul,  and  not  a  little  mortifying  to  one  of 
the  fpoufe's  dignity.  Bitter  refledlions,  cruel  jea- 
loufies,  and  humbling  mortifications,  attend  this 
purging  rod.  And  it  is  very  debafing  to  appear 
with  the  yoke  of  a  flave,  and  a  fallen  countenance, 
like  a  thief,  before  the  more  meek  and  lowly  foul ; 
as  it  is  written  "  Whither  is  thy  beloved  gone, 
O  thou  faireft  among  women !  My  beloved  is 
gone  down  into  his  garden,  to  the  beds  of  fpices." 
He  was  gone  down  to  them  that  were  more  meek 
and  lowly.  But  when  we  are  humbled  the  Father 
le^ds  us  back  again  to  the  enjoyment  of  Chrift 
Jefus,  who  is  God's  lalvation  to  the  ends  of  the 
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earth ;  and  we  are  again  influenced  by  a  fpirit  of 
love,  of  power,  and  of  a  found  mind ;  and  now 
vre  are  all  tendemefs,  care,  and  circumfpedtion, 
iiniplicity,  meeknefs,  and  gratitude.  But,  alas  1 
this  foon  wears  oflf  again,  and  then  another  purg- 
ing comes  upon  the  fruitful  branch ;  and,  after 
that  is  over,  fweet  union  is  felt  again,  and  we  feel 
our  abiding  in  him;  and  do,  by  thefe  nieans^ 
bring  forth  fruit ;  and  thus  . "  we  go  in  ,  and  out, 
and  find  paflure.*'  This,  my  dear  fifier,  is  the 
purging  hand  that  thou  art  now  under.  Thou  art, 
for  the  third  time,  under  the  all-wife  manage- 
ment of  the  great  hufbandman ;  and  he  is  puz- 
zling and  confounding  thy  wifdom,  and  taking 
off  fome  of  thy  luxurious  branches,  and  calling 
down  fome  of  thy  high-reafonings  and  conten- 
tions, which  exalt  themfelves  againfl  the  know- 
ledge of  him.  And  now  for  the  fpoufe's  requeft 
in  the  Song.  Know  thou  that,  when  God  fhook 
the  houfe  where  the  apoilles  were  affembled,  to- 
gether with  the  rulhing  of  a  mighty  wind,  and 
filled  them  all  with  the  holy  Comforter,  under 
which  influence  they  wept  forth  and  wrought, 
and  the  Lord  worked  by  them,  confirming  their 
word  with  figns,  that  then  was  fulfilled  this  pro- 
phecy, **  And  the  Lord  God  Ihall  blow  the  trum- 
pet, and  Ihall  go  forth  with  whirlwinds  of  the 
fouth,"  Zech.  ix.  14.  Thus  is  the  fpirit  of  love 
called  the  fouth  wind ;  wind  being  a  known  em- 
blem of  the  Holy  Ghofl:.    Read  Ifaiab,  chap.  xl. 
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Whereas  the  wrath  of  God  in  the  law,  whicB 
flirs  up  our  enmity,  is  the  fpirit  of  bombge  to 
fear;  and,  as  it  brmgs  a  cold  chill  oaourlOTe, 
and  much  fear  and  trembling,  it  is  therefore  called 
the  north  wind.    Hence  Solomon,  knowing  that 
bondage  always  precede^  liberty,  the  (wie  bring* 
ing  grief  and  the  other  joy,  fays,  ^  In  the  day  of 
'profperity  ht  joyful,  and  in  the  day  of  adTCrfity 
confider;  for  God  hath  fet  the  one  againft  the 
other.^     Profperity  is  the  time  when  our  Lord 
embraces  lis ;  but  our  adverfity  is  the  time  when 
the  Lord  refrains  from  embracing.    Hence  Solo- 
mon  reprefents  the  fpoufe  as  being  diifatisfied 
with  her  caitial  eafe,  and  dead,  indifferent  ftate ; 
and  that,  to  fuch  a  hungry  foul,  the  bittemefs  of 
legal  bondage  would  be  fweeter  than  fuch  a  dead 
frame.    He  fets  forth  the  fpoufe  as  praying  thus : 
*^  Awake,  O  north  wind,  and  come,  thou  fouth ; 
blow  upon  my  garden,  that  the  fpices  thereof 
may  flow  out  ;'*  knowing  that  there  would  be  no 
divine  embraces  till  humbling  trials  had  taken 
place.     In  this  way  is  the  believer  purged.     Take 
notice  further,  that,  as  fome  fouls  are  called  fer- 
vants,  and  are  under  the  law,  in  bondage  to  it, 
and  flrangers  to  grace ;  fo  gracious  fouls,  though 
often  humbled,  and  exercifed  with  the  bondage 
of  the  law,  are  ftill  under  grace :  the  former  be- 
ing a  corrupt  tree  in  its  natural  flate,  and  the 
other  a  good  tree,  purged,  and  made  good  by  the 
grace  of  God*    Solomon  reprefents  death  as  n 

woodcutter. 
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woodotilter,  cutting  bpth  do>yii,  and  both  ifalling 
under  their  own  proper  influence ;  or  as  bending 
"Under  that  wind  that  blows  upon  them :  "  Whether 
the  tree  falls  toward  the  north*  or  toward  the 
fbuth,  in  the  place  where  the  tree  falleth  there  it 
Ihall  be.**     No  change  fliall  be  made  in  the  foul 
after  death.    The  former  dies  in  felf  and  felf- 
righteoufnefs,  looking  to  the  law ;  the  latter  dies 
in  ^th^  looking  to  Jefus :  and  fo  ihall  each  apr 
pear  in  the  great  day.     Let  my  filler,  therefore, 
kifs  the  chaftening  rod,  and  confider  that  Ihe  pro- 
cures it  to  herfelf,  and  God  appoints  it  for  her 
good,  and  it  is  intended  to  make  the  fpoufe  fruit- 
ful.    But  not  fo  the  fervant,  who  is  in  a  falfe  pro- 
fefiion ;  who,  without  being  dead  to  the  law,  or 
divorced  from  it,  yet  claims  Chrift  the  fecond 
huiband  before  the  firft  be  dead.  Thefe  are  other- 
wife  dealt    with ;    and  fo  it   follows :    '^  Every 
branch  in  me  that  beareth  not  fruit,  he  taketh 
away ;"  as  he  did  Judas.     And  to  fuch,  and  only 
fuch,  in  the  moft  dreadful  fenfe,    is  that  awful 
tfis^t  applicable,  "  It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into 
the  hapds  of  the  living  God ;"  as  every  fruitlefs 
l)ra|ich  doth,  which  God  the  Father  takes  away 
fsqogi  ChriO:,  and  from  his  church.     Thefe  foon 
wither,  and  foon  bum.  If  any  tiling  in  this  fcrawl 
18  eneouraging,    coipforting,  or  eftablifhing,  re- 
ceive it  as  one  efpou£bd  to  tlie  Lamb  of  God ;  for 
f *  all  things  are  yours ;  whether  P^ul  or  Apollo% 
f^  Cep^jis,  Of  Chrift,  or  life^  or  death,  or  things 
;        :  L  2  prcfent. 
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prefent,  or  things  to  come ;  all  are  yours  •/*  and, 
among  the  reft,  in  the  indiflbluble  bond  of  the 
everlafting  covenant,  I  fubfcribe  myfelf,  in  the 
Covenant  Head^  and  for  his  fake^ 

Devotedly  yours. 


The  Dcfcrt.  NOCTUA  AURITA. 


LETTER    XXIX. 


To  NOCTUA  AURITA,  of  ihe  Deferf. 


I  HAVB  received  faife  your  very  va- 
luable epiftle,  and  I  thank  you  kindly  for  the 
fame:.  I  was  fomewhat  furprifed  at  your  writing 
a  letter  to  me  on  that  fubjeft  at  that  time.  I  will 
give  you  a  little  account  hdiv  it  has  been  with  me 
fince  I  wrote  to  you  laft. 

The  day  after  I  wrote  you  the  letter,  which  you 
know  infcnmed  you  that  I  was  lying  at  anchor, 
wind  bound,  *  an  unexpcdled  breeze  fprung  up.  I 
did  expedl  the  fouth  wind,  but,  alas !  it  was  the 

north 
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north  wind ;  and  I  have  been  for  a  fortnight  tolled 
with  no  fmall  tempefk ;  infomuch  that^  at  tiznes^ 
I  have  defpaired  even  of  life^  and  my  mouth  hath 
uttered  perverfe  things  before  God.     Such  rebel- 
lion have  I  found  working  within^  fuch  contend- 
ing with  the  Almighty,  fuch  unbelief  prevailing, 
together  with  fuch  deadnefs  and  barrennefs,  and 
fuch  bittemefs  of  fpirit,  that  I  think  I  never  felt 
heforci.    I  am  kept  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  God,  . 
ilrat  quite  up  in  prayer,  and  not  a  word  to  plead 
before  him,  which  made  me  cry  out,  "  All  thefe 
things  are  againft  me.**    I  could  get  nothing  un- 
der the  word ;  and  therefore  I  have  come  away 
from  the  houfe  of  God  raging  like  a  rebel ;  and 
have  found  true  what  you  mentioned  in  your 
'  Child  of  Liberty  in  legal  Bondage,*  that,  was.  it 
not  for  the  ftrong  hand  of  God  on  fuch  fouls,  the 
ways  of  Zion  would  be  unoccupied  by  them.     I 
am  fure  this  is  true ;  for  my  feelings  at  that  time 
were  quite  the  reverfe  of  David's  when  he  faid,' 
^*  How  amiable  are  thy  tabernacles,  O  Lord  of 
Hofts ! .  my  foul  longeth,  yea,  even  faintethj  for 
the  courts  of  the  Lord.     When  fhall  I  come  and 
appear  before  God  ?**    But  not  this,  but  the  for- 
mer, was  the  ftate  of  my  mind  when  1  received 
your  letter;  and,  when  I  read  what  you  wrote  on 
the  fubje6t  of  prayer,  it  caufed  defperation,  iii 
fome  meafure,  to  work  within  me.  Well,  thought 
I,  if  this  is  the  way  that  thefe  enemies  are  to  be 
overcome,  what  is  to  become  of  me?     Pray  I 

Ji  3  cannot ; 
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cannot ;  therefore,  for  ought  I  fee,  I  nnift  havfc 
their  company.  I  had  faid,  when  I  lay  wind- 
hound,  that  I  had  rather  be  in  the  ftorm  than  lie 
fo.  And  a  florm  it  has  been  to  me,  with  a  witnefs, 
"Having  thus  given  you  the  dark  fide,  I  will  pro- 
ved to  inform  you  how  the  tempeft  was  made  to 

ceafe. 

On  Monday  evening  laft  I  went  to  Bethel  iii 
^11  this  ftorm.     His   excellency's  oi-ation  wa% 
■«  Rejoicing  in  hope,  patient  in  tribulation,  con- 
•tinuing  inftant  in  prayer."    This  fet  me  a  quar- 
-relling  with  him.    Well,  thought  I,  there  will  be 
nothing  for  me  this  night ;  I  Ihall  go  home  worfc 
than  I  came  out,  as  I  did  laft  night.     I  think, 
had  he  picked  the  facred  records  throughout,  hi 
could  not  have  found  a  fubjedt  that  is  more  con^ 
trary  to  my  prefent  feelings.    But  no  {(xmec  did 
he  begin  to  open  than  the  contents  diftilled  as  the 
dew.     The  devil  fled,  unbelief  got  a  blow,  carnal 
reafon  was  fo  put  to  the  blufli  as  to  be  forced  to 
retire ;  nor  have  they  dared  to  ftiew  their  rebel- 
lious heads  fince. 

On  Tucfday  morning,  on  taking  up  the  rcr 
cords  of  Zion,  my  eyes  were  directed  to  the  fol^ 
lowing  proverb :  "  The  ear  that  heareth  the  re- 
proof of  life  Ihall  abide  among  the  wife.'*  I 
cannot  exprefs  what  a  fweet  lijght  acccMBpanied 
thefe  words,  which  gave  me  to  fee  what  I  had 
received  the  evening  before.  My  mind  was  car- 
ried above  the  literal  fenfe  of  the  words.     I  un- 

derftood 


<]ei^ood  whit  tfcc  car  there  fpdkcn  of  is,  even  the 
ear  of  the  foul;  the  fame  that  .Chrift  himfelf 
fpoke  of  when  he  faid,  "  He  that  hath  ears  to 
hear,  let  him  hear.'*  This  ear  was  given  me ;  and 
what  the  Lord  caufed  me  to  hear  was,  the  reproof 
of  life;  becaufe  it  was  attended  with  a  quickening 
influence  to  my  foul.  And  that  it  was  the  voice  of 
God,  by  his  word  and  his  Spirit,  I  have  not  a 
^'ngle  doubt;  becaufe,  on  thofe  three  evening^, 
the  devil,  unbelief,  and  carnal  reafon,  were  forced 
to  make  their  retreat,  whofe  plea  before  was  fo 
powerful  in  my  heart  Ai^  this  vilit  was  at- 
tended with  a  fweet  perfuafion,  yea,  an  aflurance, 
that  I  fhall  be  found  at  laft  among  the  wife  vir- 
gins, when  the  Lord  comes  y^ith  the  midnight 
cry. 

I  think  my  fenfetions  are  at  prefent  fpmewhat 
like  David*s,  when  he  faid,  *'  By  this  I  know 
that  thou  favoureft  me,  becaufe  my  enemies  do 
Dot  Ixiumph  over  me.**  I  helkvie  the  Lord  will 
never  let  me  go  out  of  his  hajids  until  he  hath 
made  me  meet  for  the  inheritance.  He  will  put 
me  into  a  thoufand  fires,  that  «ry  drofs  and  tin 
may  be  purged  from  roe. 

I  have  no  larger  paper,  or  I  ihotild  have  wrotp 
you  more  at  this  time  on  fome  parts  of  your  let- 
ter. I  was  forry  to  hear,  by  a  letter  you  wrote 
to  my  iM-othcr,  that  you  was  indifpofed.  Lho^ 
«re  now  you  are  about  again,  which,  I  fhall  be 
very  glad  to  hear  as  foon  as  convenient.    Mr. 

L4  H 
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H joins  me  in  kind  love,  and  thanks  you 

_  « 

fi)r  your  letter.    Believe  me  to  remain 

Your  very  affe Aionate  friend 

^d  lifter  in  the  Lord  Jefus, 


The  King's  Dale.  PHILOMELA^ 


LETTER    XXX, 
To  PHILOMELA,  in  the  King's  Dak^ 

Thine  epiftle  comforted  my  heart. 
My  hope  of  you  is  ftedfeft.  Nothing  ever  raifed 
a  doubt  in  my  mind  of  the  goodnefs  of  thy  ftate 
but  thy  long  abode  on  mount  Tabor ;  for,  when 
once  meeknefs,  contrition,  godly  forrow,  com* 
punftion  of  heart,  felf-abafement,  and  humility, 
wear  off,  and  drynefs  and  lightnefs  attend  our 
joy,  there  is  danger.  Pride  and  felf-feeking  creep 
in' ;  nor  is  watchfulnefs  and  diligence  in  prayer 
attended  to.  The  veffel  goes  on,  but  wants  bal- 
laft ;  and,  when  the  rod  comes  on,  we  fall  many 

leagues 


(     153     ) 

leagues  back.  But  now,  bleffed  be  God,  we  keep 
pace ;  we  are  in  one  and  the  fame- way.  "  If  we 
fufFer  with  him,  we  fliall  reign  with  him."  If  we 
fhare  in  the  afHi£tions,  fo  fhall  we  in  the  confola- 
tions.  I  have  had  fome  uncommon  feafons  of  re- 
irefliing  of  late ;  I  mean,  fecret  refrefhings  on  my 
own  fpirit.  His  foul  humbling  advances  towards 
me  diffolved  me,  and  fenfibly  afFecfted  both  my 
body  and  foul.  My  hair  moved  upon  my  head^ 
and  I  could  feel  my  blood  run  in  my  veins.  His 
prefence,  his  unparalleled  condefcenfion,  the  free- 
dom and  the  familiarity  that  he  ufed  with  me, 
made  my  foul  foar  aloft  in  the  moil  profound  gra- 
titude. I  was  obliged  to  ftand  fiill,  and  weep  it 
out,  for  my  mind  floated  on  the  river  of  felf- 
abafing  and  unfpeakable  pleafure.  The  world 
and  all  about  mc  feemed  reduced  to  the  drop  of  a 
bucket,  or  the  fmall  dull  of  a  balance ;  my  eyes 
poured  out  before  him  the  tears  of  undiffembled 
love,  and  I  kept  waving  my  hand,  and  coyly  put- 
ting away  the  efFedls  of  his  imdcferved  vilit,  cry- 
ing out,  "  I  am  not  worthy,  I  am  not  worthy,  I 
am  not  worthy,  I  am  not  worthy.*'  But,  like 
himfelf,  for  he  is  like  no  other,  he  preffed  his 
good-will,  and  the  tokens  of  his  eternal  love, 
upon  me,  without  taking  the  leaft  notice  of  my 
repeated  cries  of  unworthineis.  My  foul's  un- 
wearied  enemy,  who  feldom  leaves  me  one  whole 
day  together,  fled,  and  not  a  corruption  moved, 
nor  a  wandering  thought  fprung  up,  to  lead  my 

mind 
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laaind  aftray.    I  had  three  of  thefe  unexpeflSted  \U 
fits ;  but  they  were  tranfient,  like  thofe  of  a  way- 
faring man^    who   turns  afide  and  tarries  but 
z  Slight.    But  I  knew  that  they  were  eamefts 
of  more   enduring   and  uninterrupted   felicity. 
Soon  after  this  my  implacable  enemy  retume4 
with  double  force ;  not  to  difpute  me  out  of  the 
reality  of  what  I  enjoyed,  for  I  have  felt  more  of 
that  than  ever  he  did,  and  know  the  fweetnefs  of 
it  better  than  be  does ;  nor  did  he  attempt  to  call 
ia  quedion  my  interqO:.    He  has  dropt  that  for 
upwards  of  twenty  years;  nay,  he  has  ackngw* 
ledged  it,  and  canfeStd  it,  when  be  hath  wan^ 
to  tempt  me  to  prefumption.    But^  ^  all  the 
doubts  that  his  lies  have  raifed  in  my  mind  could 
never  movte  me  from  the  foundation,  fi)  all  hii 
sdmowledgments  of  the  goodnefs  of  my  ilatq 
sever  added  to  my  eAabliiluiient.    He  can  neither  - 
bleft  us  at  all,  nor  curfe  us  at  all.    The  work 
that  he  came  to  do  was  to  fihr  up  liard  thoughts, 
prejudices,  and  enmity,  at  the  beft  of  friends,  be* 
Caufe  I  was  then  deferted,  and  my  mind  fofiered 
to  be  defiled  with  a  foul-mouthed  devil,  a  rebel- 
Jioais  and  moft  blafphemous  Jacobin.    This  word  ' 
flew  into  my  mind,  **  But  I  gave  myfelf  imto 
prayer."     I  took  the  hint ;  and,  for  three  or  four 
days,  fhut  myfelf  up,  for  the  fpace  of  four  or  fivp 
hours  in  a  day,  to  attend  upon  that  very  thing. 
And  never  to  be  fure  did  that  holy  and  bleffe4 
Spirit,  that  all-prevailing  interceflbr,  that  quint- 
■  9  effencc 
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efledice  of  all  meeknefs^  fimplicity,  smid '  fmrit^, 
help  my  infinnities  more.    I  was  amazed  at  the 
fortitude^  boldnefs,  freedom,  fervour,  argument^ 
and  powerful  pleadings,  that  he  equipped  and 
jfumilhed  me  with.     Well  might  the  Ancient  of 
iDays  fay  to  his  apoftles,   '^  I  will  lend  you  a 
Comforter,  which  the  world  cannot  receive,  be^ 
caufe  it  feeth  him  not,  neither  knoweth  him ;  but 
ye  know  him,  for  he  dwelleth  with  you,  and  ihafi 
be  in  you.*'     For  years  have  I  watched  and  at- 
tended to  the  fecret  and  wonderful  operations  and 
influences  of  that  benign  and  unchangeable  friend 
of  linners,  and  have  admired  his  quick,  feafon^ 
able,  and  invariable  counfel,  cautions,  and  in^ 
ibiKStions,  and  have  often  called  him  by  all  the 
fweet  names  of  heavenly  Dove,  fwcct  One,  bleifed 
Comforter,  fure  and  faithful  Witnefe,  yea,  and 
every  fweet  and  pathetic  name  that  my  heart 
could  indite,  or  my  lips  utter ;  and,  while  1  have 
been  heaping  them  upon  his  blefied  head,  he  haB 
kept  my  mind  tranquil,  and  "his  pleafing  openu 
tions  have  wonderfully  proclaimed  his  approba* 
tion  of  H3y  iimple  encomiums.    Soon  a&er  this  I 
fell  ill,  and  have  been  laid  by  a  fortnight,  daring 
which  time  he  left  me  not,  but  favoured  me  more 
than  ufi;&l ;  and  one  night  I  had  the  following 
dream.    I  dreamed  that  I  was  fitting  at  table  with 
maiiy  of  my  friends.    I  do  not  ifemember  any  en* 
tertainment  on  the  table.    My  mind  was  chiefly 
-taken  up  at  looking  at  my  friends;  and,  among 
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th«  reft,  there  fat  the  Lord  Jefiis  Chrift  in  pcrfon  • 
and  I  knew  him  immediately ;  nor  did  he  vanifh 
out  of  my  fight ;  and  I  found  my  mind  inclined  ' 
to  put  two  queftions  to  him.  I  faid  to  him,  Lord^ 
there  are  but  few  in  this  world  that  know  thee, 
and  there  is  bread  enough  in  our  Father's  houfe, 
and  to  fpare ;  and,  as  there  are  but  few  that  know 
thee,  and  as  thou  haft  but  a  few  to  feed,  how  is  it 
then,  that  thou  giveft  us  fo  little  ?  He  fmiled^ 
but  gave  me  no  anfwer.  But  I  thought  that  every 
one  at  the  tabic  were  looking  at  him,  wailing  for 
his  reply;  which  convinced  me  that  my  open 
queftion  was  the  language  of  all  their  hearts.  As 
I  could  not  fucceed  in  this  queftion,  I  put  another, 
and  the  eyes  of  all  at  the  table  feemed  to  look  at 
me,  I  faid.  When  you  begin  your  work  on  us, 
you  fpare  no  pains,  nor  let  our  fouls  find  reft, 
until  you  have  weaned  us  from  every  thing  under 
heaven;  nor  will  you  appear  fatisfied  till  you 
have  brought  us  to  love  you  with  all  our  heart, 
and  with  all  our  ibul ;  and,  when  you  have  gained 
this,  what  can  be  the  reafon  of  your  leaving  us, 
provoking  us,  and  trying  us,  in  fo  dreadful  a 
manner  ?  The  eyes  of  all  the  company,  as  foon 
as  I  had  done  with  my  queftion,  were  turned 
from  me,  and  looked  at  him.  But  all  that  I  got 
was  another  pleafing  fmile ;  for  my  beloved  gave 
menoanfwer.  I  cannot,  at  this  time,  defcribe 
to  my  dear  fiftcr  how  dead  my  foul  is  to  this 
world,  nor  how  dead  this  world  is  to  me.    Never 

did 
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did  I  fee  fo  clearly  as  now  the  meaning  of  the 
former  and  latter  rain,  mentioned  Hofea  vi.  3, 
James  v.  7.  The  former  Ihower,  at  converfion,  I 
tmderftand,  when  the  walking  of  regeneration, 
and  the  renewing  of  the  HcJy  Ghoft,  took  place ; 
wh6n  righteoufnefs,  joy,  peace,  and  praife,  fpning 
up.  This  purged  from  guilt  and  filth,  and  a  won- 
derful crop  of  the  fruits  of  the.  Spirit  fucceeded. 
fiut  the  latter  rain,  at  death,  which  is  to  root  up 
and  purge  off  the  very  inbeing  of  fin,  muft  be  a 
xnoft  ftupendous  work  !  The  work  of  regenera- 
tion, and  that  of  changing  our  vile  bodies,  and 
fafhioning  them  like  unto  the  glorious  body  of 
Chrifl:,  cannot  be  greater  than  this.  But  this  is 
the  thing  that  he  hath  fpoken  to  us  of;  and  then 
there  Ihall  be  no  more  the  Canaanite  in  the  houfe 
p(  the  Lord  of  Hofts.  And  I  mufl:  tell  thee  that, 
at  times,  it  is  much  on  my  mind,  according  to 
what  I  do  now  and  then  feel,  that  the  latter  rain 
is  not  far  from  me.  "  O  then  Ihall  the  fiiiit  of  the 
earth  be  excellent  and  comely,  when  he  that  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  earth  Ihall  plant  the  hea- 
vens !"  Ifa.  11.  l6.  "  Then  Ihall  there  be  no  more 
treading  down,  trouble,  nor  perplexity,  in  the  val- 
ley of  vifion.**  I(a.  xxii.  5.  In  this  confidence  I 
fubfcribe  myfelf 

Yours  to  ferve  in  the  kingdom 

and  patience  of  Chrifi:, 

In  the  Dcfcrt.  NOCTUA  AURITA. 

LETTER 
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T9  NOCTUA  AURITA,  m  the  Defert. 


I  CANNfOf  exprefs  how  much  t 
feel  myfdf  indebted  to  you  for  your  foul-ftrength*. 
ening  wd  iQul-teftablifhing  epiille ;  for  fuch  it  ii 
kideed  to  m^ ;  though  one  part  of  it  caufed  me 
ibrrow  of  heart ;  and  it  will  caufe  the  fame  for- 
row  to  theufands  afier  the  Lord  takes  you  from 
xis.  But  you  have  borne  the  burden  iind  heat  of 
the  day,  and  the  Lord  has  appointed  the  period 
when  you  are  to  reft  from  your  labours.  But,  O 
how  few  laboijrers  there  are  in  the  vineyard, 
though  the  harveft  is  truly  great!  It  rejoiced 
my  heart  to  hear  of  thofe  fwoet  vifits  the  Lord  haa 
&voured  you  with,  l^  kno^  fomediing  of  them, 
though  but  in  a  {mall  meafure.  I  have  been  fa^ 
Toured  with  but  few  of  them  of  late,  I  feem  to 
be  called  to  iharp  confli6ls.  It  gave  nae  great  ia« 
tisfadUon  to  find  you  acknowledge  I  am  led  in  the 
fame  path  with  yourfelf;  by  which  L  think  yoi| 
mean  the  path  of  tribulation.  Indeed,  my  dear 
brother,  I  am  led  to  fee  more  and  more  that  it  is 
the  only  way  to  the  kingdom.  My  prefent  ftand- 
ing  gi^atly  dii&r^  from  what  it  was .  fonoe  \h» 

back. 


iMick.    I  am  not  led  in  the  expectation  of  much 
ienfible    enjoyment  whik    in    this    wildemefs; 
thou^  I  know  that  it  is  only  the  comfortable 
prefence  of  the  dear  Redeemer  which  makes  an 
beaven  upon  earth.     But  the  inheritance  is  not  to 
be  enjoyed  here,  but  only  the  eameft.    I  think  yoij 
will  not  mifunderftand  me  (but  I  know  I  am  very 
blundering  at  conveying  my  ideas)  in  tliinking  I 
i^>eak  too  ilightly  of  thofe  vifits.    But  I  am  fare  I 
was  long  feeking  them  as  the  only  food  I  was  tp 
live  an.    But  1  fee  now  that  the  juft  are  to  live  by 
faidi ;  and  a  daily  crofs  is  appointed  for  me.   And 
I  think  that  the  Lord  ihewed  me  this  fome  time 
before  I  was  brought  to  fubmit  to  put  my  ihoul*^ 
ders  imder  the  burden.    But  now  I  am  convinced 
there  is  no  growing  in  the  divine  life  without 
^ials.     Never  did  I  fee,  as  I  do  now,  the  meaur 
ing  of  thofe  words  of  Hezekiah,  ,when  he  faid, 
"  By  thefe  things  men  live,  and  in  all  thefc  things 
is  the  life  of  my  fpirit ;  fo  wilt  thou  revive  me, 
and  caufe  me  to  live.**     I  can  fee  now  that  the 
Hiarpefl:  trials  I  have  been  exercifed  with  have 
proved  the  greateft  bleffing  to  my  foul.  I  though!^ 
when  I  was  on  the  mount  Tabor  fo  many  montlis, 
I  was  furely  in  a  place  of  fafety.     But,  oh !  I  aiQ 
well  ccmvinced  it  was  a  flippery  place.     Indeed  I 
have  not  a  wiih  to  be  placed  there  again.    And, 
'when  I  have  perufed  the  letters  you  fent  me  at  that 
time,  I  am  aftonifhedthey  did  not  bring  me  down. 

Bat  God  bad  appointed  the  inftrument  that  w^ 
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to  cfFeft  that.  I  may  well  fay  that  it  iS  owing  td 
my  having  obtained  help  of  God  that  I  continue 
to  this  mortieht.  I  believe  I  fliall  never  be  finally 
left  J  he  will  put  me  in  a  thoufand  fires  before  h^ 
will  fufFer  tne  to  get  from  uhder  his  hand.  I 
iiiuft  tell  you,  that  the  lubjedt  of  one  part  of  your 
letter*  was  entirely  flew  to  me,  which  is  the  lattet 
rain  at  death.  I  thank  you  kiiidly  for  it.  I  be- 
lieve the  hand  of  God  is  in  it,  as  it  hath  taken,  in 
a  gi^t  meafure,  a  barfen  off  my  mind,  which  had 
been  a  matter  of  great  perplexity,  and  which  I 
never  did  communicate  to  any  one ;  and  that  is 
with  refpeft  to  the  temporal  death  of  the  body. 
You  cannot  conceive  the  diftreffitig  fears  I  hav^ 
lived  in  on  account  of  this  thing ;  how  I  fhould  be 
in  the  pains  of  death ;  and  fearing  the  ailaults  of 
Satan ;  and  left  I  Ihould  be,  at  that  time,  bereft  of 
my  fenfes,  and  fo  be  left  to  diflionour  God  by 
fpeaking  unadvifedly  with  my  lips.  And  this  has 
diftrefled  my  mind  much.  But  thofe  fears  havj 
not  in  the  leaft  abated  fince  the  fting  of  death  has 
been  taken  away.  Satan  has,  at  times,  been  per- 
mitted to  fuggeft  to  me,  in  times  of  defertion,  that, 
if  the  work  was  genuine,  thofe  fears  would  not 
exift  in  my  mind.  But  I  cannot  exprefs  what  a 
fenfible  relief  I  felt  when,!  read  that  part  of  your, 
letter.  I  hope  it  wilL  not  return  again.  I  know 
it  is  very  dilhonouring  to  God.  If  you  ihould 
find  your  mind  at  liberty  to  enlarge  on  the  fub- 
je&y  I  ihall  take  it  as  a  favour ;  for  the  fubjedl  is 
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much  on  my  mind.  I  hope  the  Lord  is  confirm- 
ing your  bodily  health,  that  you  may  not  be  con- 
fined  from  your   labours.      Mr.  H much 

wiihes  he  could  write  to  you,  but  fays  he  is  fo, 
dead  and  ftupid  it  is  out  of  his  power ;  but  thanks 
you  for  your  letters,  and  fliall  be  always  glad  to 
hear  from  you,  begging  an  intereft  in  your  prayers. 
I  remain 

Your  very  afibi^ionate  friend 

and  iifier  in  the  Lord  Jefus, 

The  King's  Dale.  PHILOMELA. 


LETTER    XXXIL 
To  PHILOMELA,  m  the  King's  Dale. 

Bbloyeb  lifter  in  the  Lord  Jefus, 
and  fellow-traveller  in  the  path  of  tribulation,  grace 
and  peace  be  multiplied.  Your  kind  epiftle  came 
fafc  to  hand ;  and  1  thank  you  for  your  love  in  the 
Lord,  and  the  refpedl  you  have  (hewn  to^  me  as 
a  poor  fervant  of  his.    Am  at  prefent  better  in 
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bodily  health  th^in  I  have  been  for  £bme  txnae 
paft.  Every  vifit  from  hiin,  every  refrefliing  from 
his  prefence,  and  every  time  the  old  tabernacle 
totters,  I  arti  looking  out  for  the  greateft  work 
that  was  ever  done  on  the  foul  of  a  liimer.  And 
would  you  know  what  it  is  ?  take  it  then.  The 
promife  of  this  great  work  runs  thus ;  "  Come, 
and  let  us  return  unto  the/  Lord :  for  he  hatli 
torn,  and  he  will  heal  us ;  he  hath  fmitten,  and 
he  will  bind  us  up.  After  two  days  will  he  re- 
vive us,  in  the  third  day  he  will  raife  us  up,  and 
we  ihall  live  in  his  fight.  Then  ihall  we  know^ 
if  we  follow  on  to  know  the  Lord :  his  going 
forth  is  prepared  as  the  morning  j  and  he  Ihall 
come  to  us  as  the  rain,  as  the  latter  and  former 
rain  unto  the  earth/'  Hofea  vi.  1 — 3.  Here  is 
Chrift,  and  we  in  him ;  "  Comp,  let  us  return  unto 
the  Lord."  This  is  in  the  Covenant  Head  ;  for 
he  it  is  that  engaged  his  heart  to  approach  unto 
God,  to  appe^  in  his  preface  for  us,  Jer.  xxx. 
21. 

«  He  hath  torn,  and  hp  will  heal  us.''  This  is 
.the  chaftifement  of  Chrift,  which  procured  our 
peace,  and  by  whofe  ftripes  we  are  healed. 

^<  He  hatl>fi»itten,  aftd  he  will  bind  us  up,^&c. 
For  our  tranfereffibns  was  he  fmitten;  lind  (jq 
bind  up  the  broken-hearted  is  the  bleffed  caufq  pf 
thia  Imiting. 

«  After  two  days  wiU  he  revive  ua."— ^*  Chrift 
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died,  rofe,  and  revived,  that  he  might  be  Lord 
both  of  the  dead  and  the  living,"  Roixi.  xiv.  9. 

"  In  the  third  day  he  will  raife  us  up/*— 
"  With  my  dead  body  fhall  they  arife."— ^«  Chrift 
died,  according  to  the  fcriptures,  and  was  buried ; 
and  he  rofe  again  the  third  day  according  to  the 
fcriptures,'*  1  Cor,  xv,  4.  I  know  of  no  fcrip^ 
turc  which  predidts  his  refurredtion  on  the  third 
day  but  •  this,  and  Jonah's  refurreftion  from  the 
fifh*8  belly. 

"  And  we  fliall  live  in  his  fight."— *^  He  hath 
quickened  us  together  with  Chrift,  and  hath-  raifcd 
us  up  together,  and  made  us  fit  together  in  hea- 
venly places  in  Chrift  Jefus,**  Eph,  ii.  6. 

**  Then  fhall  we  know,  if  we  follow  on  to  know 
the  Lord." — "  He  that  hath  my  commandments, 
and  keepeth  them,  he  it  is  that  loveth  me :  and 
he  that  loveth  me  fhall  be  loved  of  my  Father ; 
and  I  will  love  him,  and  will  manifeft  myfelf  to 
him/'  John  xiv.  21. 

"  His  going  forth  is  prepared  as  the  morning." 
He  is  the  bright  and  morning  ftar  which  firft 
dawns  upon  us ;  the  day-fpring  from  on  high  that 
vifits  us ;  and  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs  which  warms 
us,  and  conveys  healing  to  us. 

**  And  he  fhall  come  unto  us  as  the  rain ;  as 
the  latter  and  former  rain  upon  the  earth.'*  At 
converfion  he  comes  down  (by  his  Spirit)  as 
fhowers  upon  the  mown  grafs,  and  as  rain  that 
waters  the  earth.    This  is  faving  us  by  the  wafhing 

M2  of 


(     164    ) 

of  regeneration,  and  renewing  us  by  the  Holy 
Ghoft.    And  a  wondrous  work  this  is,  when  all 
the  guilt  and  filth  which  we  have  contra4Sed  is 
done  away,  and  not  fo  much  as  a  fpot  or  (lain 
appears ;  and  at  which  time  fuch  a  glorious  crop, 
called  the  firft  fruits  of  the  Spirit  (I  mean  faith, 
hope,  love,  joy,  peace,  praife,  life,  and  righteouf- 
nefs),  fpring  up  together,  and  fend  forth  their 
fwect  fragrance.    When  the  beloved  comes  into 
his  garden,  and  eats  his  pleafant  fruits,  this  work 
is  a  mod  glorious  work.     But,  as  fure  as  the 
glory  of  the  latter  temple  exceeded  the  glory  of 
the  former,  fo  fure  fhall  the  latter  rain  produce  a 
more  glorious  crop  tlian  the  former;   for  what 
wretched  roots,  tliat  bear  hemlock,  gall,  and  worm- 
wood, ftiil  remain  in  the  new-born  foul !    and 
what  accefs  the  old  fountain  of  all  evil,  fubtilty, 
and  mifchief,  hatli  to  his  old  allies  in  eveiy  be- 
lieving   heart !     Who  but  one  could  ever   fay, 
"  When  the  prince  of  this  world  cometh,  he 
hath  nothing  in  me  ?'*     Who  can  fay,  "  I  have 
made  my  heart  clean,  I  am  pure  from  my  fin  ?" 
Canaanites  and  hornets  are  both  in  6od*s  huf- 
bandry,  though  we  are  fojoumdrs  and  dwellers 
with  him.    But  the  righteous  have  bands  in  their 
death;   and  thefe  arc  the  laft  fetters  that  ihall 
ever  gall  a  prifoner  of  hope ;  for  love  is  ftrong  as 
death.    And,  when  charity,  which  never  fails^ 
ihall  do  her  laft  good  office  in  this  world,  thq 
latter  rain  comes  down,  and  with  its  irrefiftible 
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power  beats  down  and  beats  out  every  root  and 
fibre  of  the  old  man,  and  purges  out  for  ever  every 
fcarlet  and  crimfon  ftain  of  fin,  and  leaves  not  fo 
much  behind  as  even  the  memory  of  it,  then  Ihall 
faith  rife  in  fight,  hope  in  fiiU  enjoyment,  and 
love  in  her  fevenfold  heat.  And  then,  but  never 
till  then,  fliall  be  brought  to  pafs  this  faying, 
^'  And  in  that  day  there  ihall  be  no  more  the  Ca- 
naanite  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  of  Hofts.'*  Zech. 
xi v.  2 1 .  To  attain  to  this,  we  have  apprehended 
Chrift,  or  rather  arc  apprehended  of  him.  -This 
is  that  which  concerns  us,  and  God  will  perfeA 
it ;  for  he  will  not  leave  us  until  he  hath  done  the 
thing  that  he  hath  fpoken  to  us  of :  "  To  your 
old  age  I  am  he ;  I  will  bear,  I  will  carry,  and  will 
deliver  you."  But  we  muft  be  patient  for  this 
coming  of  the  Lord.  The  hufbandman  waits  till 
he  receives  the  early  and  latter  rain.  Thus  far, 
my  dear  fitter,  I  have  enlarged  on  this  fubjeft  ac- 
cording to  your  requefi. 

The  daily  crofs  is  intended  to  counteract  the 
devices  of  Satan,  the  workings  of  the  old  man,  and 
the  pleafing  defircs  of  the  fiefii.  But,  for  my  part, 
this  is  not  all  that  I  expeft  in  the  courfe  of  my 
pilgrimage.  No  j  I  expeA.  fome  familiar  vifits, . 
fi-efli  love-tokens,  and  confirming  renewals,  and 
promifed  revivals,  of  the  good  work,  even  to  the 
end  of  my  race ;  for  fo  it  is  written,  "  He  fliall 
confirm  you  unto  the  end*"     1  Cor.  i.  8. 

There  is  a  fault,  which  originates  in  our  igno- 
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rance>  and  is  common  to  all  yoimg  believers ;  and 
that  is,  limiting  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael,  or  con- 
fining or  rcflraining  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  to  one 
operation,  and  that  is,  his  influence  of  love  in 
cherifhing  and  comforting  the  foul.  While  thefe 
confolations  laA  the  poor  believer  thinks  all  is 
right,  and  that  the  Spirit,  as  the  promifed  com- 
forter, is  upon  him,  and  that  he  is  bom  again, 
that  his  intereft  is^  clear,  and  his  ftate  is  good ; 
but,  when  thefe  fubfide,  all  is  fufpedled  and  called 
into  queflion,  and  the  worft  conclufions  are  often 
drawn ;  and  fome,  as  far  as  they  could,  have  call 
away  their  confidence,  and  given  all  up  for  loft. 
And  in  this  way  Ifrael  of  old,  and  we  as  well  as 
they,  have  often  difhonoured,  yea,  rebelled,  and 
vexed  his  holy  Spirit,  Ifa.  Ixiii.  10.  Now  let  my 
dear  fifter  obfcrve  and  confider  the  following  re* 
marks.  We  are  told  that  "  prophecy  came  not 
in  old  time  by  the  will  of  man ;  but  holy  men  of 
God  fpake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy 
Gholl."  2  Peter  i.  2 1 .  This  fpeaking  as  they 
were  moved  doth  not  fignify  that  they  fpake  what 
they  faw,  for  they  fpake  many  things  which  they 
never  faw :  *'  Many  prophets  have  deiired  to  fee 
the  things  which  ye  fee,  and  have  not  feen  them." 
Matt.  xiii.  l6,  17.  Speaking  as  they  were  moved 
means,  that  they  fpake  under  the  impulfe  and  im- 
preffion  which  they  felt ;  «  The  Spirit  of  God 
moved  upon  the  face  of  the  waters,'*  Gen.  i*  2 ; 
jmd  *^  the  Spirit  of  God  moved  Samfon  in  the 
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camp  of  Dan^  Judges  xiii.  25-    And  we  know 
that  the  teftimony  of  Jefus  is  the  fpirit  of  pro- 
phecy }  that,  as  there  were  diverfities  of  motions 
by  the  Spirit  upon  the  prophets  under  the  Old 
Teflament,  fo  there  are  diverfities  of  operations 
tipon  the  fouls  of  believers  under  the  New ;  not 
only  diverfities  of  gifts  by  the  Spirit,  but  of  in- 
flaences.    So  it  follows,  "  Now  there  are  diver- 
fities of  gifts,  but  the  fame  Spirit ;  and  there  are 
difierences  of  adminiftrations,  but  the  fame  Lord ; 
and  there  are  diverfities  of  operations,  but  it  is  the 
fame  God  which  worketh  all  in  all.**  i  Cor.  xii.  6. 
The  prophet  Jeremiah  was  to  take  the  wine  cup 
of  God*s  fiiry  at  God  s  hand,  and  to  caufe  all  na- 
tions to  drink  it.     The  Spirit  moved  him  with 
the  juft  indignation  of  God.     His  was  truly  the 
burden  of  the  word  of  the  Lord ;  for  moft  of  hi« 
prophecies  contained  heavy  judgments.     Under 
this  motion  of  the  Spirit  the  imprecations  on  the 
wicked,  which  fo  often  occur  in  the  Plalms,  were 
penned. 

Elijah  was  moved  with  the  jealoufy  of  God 
Ugainft  idolatry,  and  with  power  to  oppofe  it,  and 
with  a  flaming  zeal  for  God's  honour.  Hence  we 
read  fo  much  of  the  fpirit  and  power  of  Elias, 
and  of  his  zeal  for  the  Lord  God  of  Hofts. 

Sometimes  the  Spirit  moved  them  with  the  in* 
fluences  of  divine  wrath.  Under  this  moticm  the 
I»rophet  Elifha  curfed  the  forty  and  two  childrea 
which  weare  devoured  by  bears ;  and  under  the 
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fame  influence  Gehazi  went  out  from  his  prefence 
a  leper  as  white  as  fnow. 

Sometimes  they  were  moved  with  the  pity  and 
compailion  of  the  Lord.  Under  thcfc  motions 
the  kind  invitations,  encouragements,  and  thofe 
pathetic  commiferations,  fo  often  to  be  met  with 
in  the  Pfalms,  were  written. 

Sometimes  they  were  moved  with  the  eternal 
love  of  God,  a  fenfe  of  his  prefence,  and  comfort- 
able  communion  and  fellowlhip  with  liim.  And 
under  this  influence  Solomon  wrote  his  love  fong 
upon  Chrift  and  his  church. 

Influenced  with  the  bowels  of  God*s  mercy, 
the  prophet  Ifaiah  fet  forth  and  painted  the  do- 
lorous fufFerings  of  Chrifl.  Moved  with  the 
faithfulnefs  and  immutability,  the  prophets  have 
advanced  and  enforced  the  firmnefs  of  God^s  de- 
crees, the  {lability  of  his  covenant,  and  the  cer- 
tainty of  the  eternal  lalvation  of  all  the  ele^  of 
God.  Thus  it  appears  plain  that  there,  were  di- 
verfities  of  motions  by  the  Spirit  of  God  upon  the 
prophets ;  and  there  are  alfo  diverfities  of  opera- 
tions upon  all  believers.  Every  grace  is  of  the 
Holy  Spirit's  planting ;  and  he  is  the  life  of  every 
grace;  and  the  exercife  of  every  grace  depends 
upon  his  operation.  If  this  wind  blows  not,  the 
fpioes  flow  not  out.  Sometimes  the  Spirit  operates 
wonderfully  in  ftrengthening  and  fupporting  the 
believer,  by  his  might  in  the  inward  man.  "  My 
heart  and  my  flelli  fail,  but  God  is  the  ftrength 
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of  my  heart,  and  my  piortion  for  ever.** — "  In  the 
day  when  I  cried  thou  anfweredft  me,  and 
ftrengthencdft  me  with  ftrength  in  my  foul." 
Pfalm  cxxxviii.  3.  To  this  agrees  the  prophet : 
*^  But  truly  I  am  full  of  power  by  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord,  and  of  judgment,  and  of  might,  to  de- 
clare unto  Jacob  his  tranfgrelBon,  and  to  Ifrael 
his  fin."  Micah  iii.  8.  Again :  one  of  his  opera- 
tions productth  forrow,  which  rifes  from  a  fenfe 
of  fin,  being  grieved  at  it,  and  hating  ourfelves 
for  the  comraiflion  of  it,  and  mourning  after  God, 
and  after  forgivenefs  and  reconciliation  with  him; 
which  forrow  is  drawn  forth  by  difcoveries  of  his 
goodnefs,  and  ftirred  up  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  who 
teftifies  of  Chrift  to  us,  and  who  produceth  this 
godly  forrow,  which  terminates  in  repentance. 
JJnder  this  operation  Hannah  endured  her  afflic- 
tion of  barrennefs  and  perfecution ;  and  vmder  the 
fame  ihe  went  to  Shiloh. 

Another  of  his  operations  is  often  felt  in  prayetc 
when  he  quickens  us  to  feel  our  need  ;  fliews  us 
the  things  that  are  freely  given  us  of  God ;  far- 
nifhes  our  mouths  with  arguments,  and  our  fouh 
with  energy,  till  nothing  in  heaven  or  earth  can 
fiand  before  us.  This  is  helping  our  infirmities, 
and  making  interceflion  for  us  with  groanings^ 
which  cannot  be  uttered. 
.  As  a  fpirtt  of  faith,  he  will  at  times  equip  the 
foul  with  fiich  confidence,  that  even  things  im- 
pofiible  to  nature  are  performed  without  a  doubtt 
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an  if^  or  a  but.  Under  this  operation  Sarafi  re* 
ceived  ftrength  to  conceive ;  and  under  the  fame 
David  met  the  Goliath  of  Gath. 

Almighty  faith  the  promife  fees. 
And  trulls  in  Chrift  alone ; 

X^aughs  at  impoilibilities, 

« 

And  fays  it  fhall  be  done. 

Again ;  when  a  child  of  God  is  called  to  endure 
a  great  fi^t  of  affliction,  in  order  that  he  may 
endure  them,  and  not  be  moved  by  them,  he  is 
wonderfully  influenced  with  meeknefs  and  pa- 
tience. Hence  we  read  fo  much  of  the  meeknefs 
of  Mofes,  and  of  the  patience  of  Job- 
In  defending  and  protedling  the  believer  againft 
the  cunning  craflinefs  of  thofe  heretics  which  cir- 
culate damnable  herelies,  the  Spirit's  power  is  not- 
a  little  fcen  in  fetting  truth  before  their  eyes,  and 
in  applying  it  with  power  to  the  heart,  fo  as  to 
render  it  impoflible  for  the  moft  fubtle  feducer  to 
feduce  a  chofen  vefTeL  Thus  he  guides  us  into 
all  truth,  and  is  called  '^  the  fpirit  of  a  .foimd 
mind." 

Nor  are  his  influences  lefs  upon  an  awakened 
(inner,  whom,  as  a  fpirit  of  life,  he  quickens  to 
feel  every  fin  brought  to  his  mind  and  memory, 
and  the  guilt  of  them ;  yea,  he  makes  hi^  fenfa- 
tions  fo  keen,  that  the  wrath,  the  frowns,  rebukes, 

■ 

and  reproo&,  of  God  are  all  felt  and  feared ;  yea, 
every  word  of  truth  that  militates  againfl  bim  is 
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felt,  and  the  poor  finner  trembles  at  it ;  and  won- 
derfully is  fuch  a  poor  creature  fupportcd  under 
the  weight  of  guilt  and  wrath  thM  lies  on  him, 
and  the  fore  bufietings  and  accufations  of  Satao> 
though  it  is  imperceptible  to  him.  But  fure  I  am 
that  no  foul,  without  almighty  power  and  mo- 
mentary fupport,  can  iland  upon  this  ground;, 
black  defpair,  or  wild  deftrudion,  muft  enfue. 
But  as  our  day  is  fo  ihall  our  ftrength  be. 

The  fame  Spirit  that  convinces  us  of  our  fin 
fupports  us  under  our  convidions. 

Another  of  his  operations  is  that  of  a  comforter; 
which  comfort  is  produced  by  believing  views  of 
Chrift,  and  of  our  intereft  in  him ;  by  ihedding 
abroad  the  love  of  God  in  our  hearts ;  by  helping 
pur  infirmities  in  prayer;  by  applying  the  blood 
and  righteoufiiefs  of  Chrift  to  us ;  by  witneffing 
our  adoption ;  and  by  applying  promife  upon  pitH 
mife  to  our  fouls,  while  we  fuck  thofe  choice 
breafts  of  confolation,  milk  out  and  are  delighted 
with  the  abundance  of  Zion's  glory,  and  by  giving 
us  the  firft  fhiits,  powers,  eamefts,  pledges,  and 
foretaftes,  of  the  world  to  come;  which  are 
ftreams  from  the  river  of  divine  pleafure  flowing 
from  the  fountain  of  life,  and  are  intended  to 
make  glad  the  city  of  God,  the  facred  places  of  the 
tabernacles  of  the  Moil  High. 

As  a  fpirit  of  revelation  he  leads  us  into  the 
myfieries  of  the  kingdom,  and  into  the  fecret 
counfels  and  purpofes  of  Grod^  into  his  decrees 
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and  covenantSi  and  gives  us  bright  views  of  the 
ancient  fettlements  of  eternity^  and  of  the  glorioiis 
and  rich  difplays  of  grace ;  and  leads  us  to  fee  a 
bleiled  harmony  in  the  doctrines  of  the  gofpel^ 
and  produces  harmony  in  our  mind  and  judgment ; 
and  a  mofl  fweet  peace  and  tranquillity  of  foul 
follow  upon  thcfe  things.  An  eamefl  defire  to 
eftablifli  thee  is  the  caufe  of  my  leading  thy  mind 
through  the  above  operations. 

As  to  myfelfj  my  heart  has  long  funk  and  rofe 
with  my  country.     I  view  Old  England  as  the 
feat  of  the  church  of  the  living  God,  and  the  val- 
ley of  vifion,  Ifa.  xxii.  1.    And,  becaufe  of  the 
houfe  of  the  Lord  my  God,  I  will  feek  my  coun- 
try's good.     Every  time  that  I  hear  of  any  fuccefs 
attending  the  French  I  find  uncommon  energy 
in  prayer  againfi  them ;  anl  every  time  they  are 
defeated  my  foul  pours  forth  her  gratitude  to  my 
God.     In  all  the  circle  of  my  acquaintance,  whe- 
ther in  town  or  country,  I  do  not  know  one  child 
of  God,  who  really  knows  his  own  heart,  and  the 
great  Phyiician,  but  what  has  an  earncil  defire,  a 
prayer,  and  a  cry,  in  his  heart  to  God  againil  that 
bafe  nation.     And  who  fumifhes  us  with  thefe 
defires  and  prayers?     That  God  th^twill  fulfil 
our  defires,  and  grant  the  requeft  of  our  lips ;  for 
fure  I  am  that  the  Spirit  niaketh  interceffion  for 
the  faints  according  to  the  will  of  God,  but  never 
contrary  to  it.     I  believe  I  have  fome  knowledge 
of  about  thirty  perfons  who,  in  their  fimplicity, 
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have  inadvertently  fucked  in  the  venoih  of  Tom 
Paine;  and  nothing  but  barrennels,  confufion, 
guilt,  and  bondage,  followed  thera.  But,  as  foon 
as  God  led  nie  to  fliewhis  mind  and  will  concern- 
ing it,  they  fell  before  it ;  and,  by  the  furnace  of 
SLffii6Jdon  and  humbling  grace,. they  brought  it  up, 
and  returned  to  their  reft.  But  fome  few  that  J 
know  have  drunk  deep  into  it ;  and  thefe,  like  the 
houfe  of  Eli,  will  not  be  eafily  purged,  either  by 
facrifice  or  offering*  They  are  too  wife  to  be  in- 
ftrudted,  and  too  ftrong  to  be  brought  down  to 
fubmit  to  the  word  of  truth.  No  private  prayer, 
nor  public  warning,  hath  any  efFe<5l  upon  them. 
And  this  hatli  made  them  manifeft  to  me,  and  to 
many  more.  And  I  believe  in  my  heart  that  their 
wifdom  will  terminate  in  their  own  deftru6lion, 
becaufe  "  they  have  not  hearkened  to  my  counfel,*' 
a  Chron-.  xxv.  l6.  God  will  deftroy  the  fat  and 
the  ffax>ng;  he  will  feed  them  with  judgment, 
£zek.  xxxiv.  l6.  And  I  know  of  no  profeilbrs  fo 
fbrong,  in  the  worft  fenfe,  as  thofe  which  faithful 
reproof  cannot  pull  down.  But  my  God  will  never 
look  to,  nor  dwell  with,  any  but  thofe  who  are  of 
an  humble  and  a  contrite  fpirit,  and  who  tremble  at 
his  word.  An  awful  proof  of  this  hath  lately  been 
difcovered.  A  man  who  refided  not  far  from  the 
chapel,  and  who  had  attended  me  for  fome  time 
diligently,  and  appeared  to  be  a  reformed  man, 
and  began  to  call  upon  God,  and  kept  up  prayer 
in  his  family,  and,  as  Paul  fays  of  the  Galatians, 
feemed  to  run  well,  but  Satan  hindered  him, 
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by  conveying  the  fentiments  of  Tom  Paine  to  his 
mind ;  at  which  time  he  became  a  fwom  enemy 
to  government,  and  of  courfe  aflbciated  with  thofe 
who  could  ftrengthen  his  hands  in  rebellion.  Ne- 
rerthelefs  he  did  not  leave  the  chapel,  nor  drop 
prayer  in  his  family.  And,  though  I  was  often  led 
to  bear  my  teftimony  againft  that  infernal  fpirit, 
yet  he  ftood  his  ground ;  he  obeyed  not  the  voice 
of  his  teacher,  nor  was  he  to  be  fed  with  that 
part  of  God*s  wholefome  word  which  tells  every  -. 
foul  to  be  fubjeft  to  the  higher  powers.  But  it 
was  not  long  before  God  fed  him  with  judgment  5 
for  when  I  preached  the  "  Watch- word  and  Warn- 
ing** be  was  there ;  and  God  fent  it  home  to  his 
heart,  and  down  he  went ;  and  when  he  got  home 
he  told  his  wife  that  he  was  a  damned  man,  and 
that  he  waa  in  the  ftate  that  I  had  defcribed ;  and 
ftom  that  time  he  left  off  praying!  Soon  after 
this  he  got  up  to  Keniington  palace  ^  and  there 
he  curfcd  and  blafted  the  king,  and  told  the  pco^ 
pie  that  he  was  king.  Some  of  the  military,  hear- 
ing of  this,  took  him  into  cuftody ;  but,  perceiving 
him  out  of  his  mind,  they  difmifled  him.  Thus 
he  began  with  that  do6lrine  that  holds  up  the  ma- 
jefty  of  the  people ;  and,  when  given  up  to  the 
devil,  he  proclaimed  himfelf  a  king.  But,  if  we^ 
are  obedient  unto  death, ,  we  Ihall  be  more ;  for 
^^  he  hath  made  us  kings  and  priefts  urito  Grod, 
and  we  Ihall  reign  for  ever  and  ever."    Adieu. 

The  Dcfcrt.  NOCTUA  AURITA. 
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LETTER    XXXIIt. 


To  NOCTUA  AURITA,  in  the  Defirt. 


I  HAV£  received  your  epiftle,  for 
which  I  feel  more  thanks  in  imy  heart  than  I  have 
words  to  exprefs.  I  believe  I  Ihall  ever  rshiain 
the  grfiateil  debtor  you  have;  and  I  am  f ure  I 
ihall  never  bq  able  to  pay  one  mite  towards  it 
But  I  J^now  the  Lord  will  return  you  fourfold; 
becaufe  he  has  faid,  ^^  Whatfoever  ye  have  done 
unto  one  of  thefe  my  little  ones^  ye  have  done  it 
unto  me."  You  have  never  yet  denied  me  any 
one  requeft  I  have  made ;  the  confid^raition  of 
which  emboldens  me  to  come  to  you  again  with 
fome  difficulty  which  I  have  upon  my  mind.  I 
told  you,  in  my  lafl,  that  what  you  mentioned  in 
your  former  letter  of  the  latter  rain  which  was  to 
come  down  on  the  believer  at  death,  had,  in  fome 
meafure,  releafed  my  mind  from  fome  fears  which 
\  have  been  long  haraifed  with.  I  thank  you  for 
enlarging  on  the  fubje^.  Indeed,  the  matter  lay 
with  much  weight  on  my  mind.  You  mention 
this  paflage,  viz.  that  '^  the  righteous  have  bands 
in  their  death ;"  and  that  thefe  ihall  be  the  laH 
fetters  that  ihall  be  broken.    I  am  in  the  dark 
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what  thcfc  bands  are ;  but  it  feems  tliey  are  to 
fnap  at  a  dying  hour.  Bu,t  yet  you  call  the  work 
that  is  to  be  done  on  the  foul  at  that  time  the 
greateft  work  of  all.  Is  it  not  firange,  then,  that 
my  mind  fhould  be  again  brought  into  bondage 
under  the  fear  of  death  ?  You  told  me,  in  a  for- 
mer letter,  that  we  were  travelling  in  the  fame 
path ;  but,  indeed,  I  think  it  is  otherwife  now. 
But  you  mufk  judge  when  I  give  you  an  account 
of  my  prefent  feelidgs.  And  one  thing  in  your 
letter  confirms  me  in  it,  viz.  where  you  fay  that 
the  daily  crofs,  which  is  intended  to  counteradt 
the  devices  of  Satan,  the  workings  of  the  old  man, 
and  the  pleafing  defires  of  the  flelh,  is  not  all  you 
cxpedl  in  the  courfe  of  your  pilgrimage ;  but  that 
you  expeft  fome  familiar  vifits,  frefli  love-tokens, 
confirming  renewals,  and  promifed  revivals,  of 
the  good  work  of  God,  even  unto  the  end.  This 
is  the  place  I  feem  to  turn  out  of  your  path ;  and, 
indeed,  I  have  at  prefent  no  fuch  things  in  expe6fci- 
tion.  And  it  feems  to  me  that  I  am  confirmed  in 
this  by  the  word  of  God.  The  paflage  I  refer  to  is 
recorded  inEzekiel:  "  But,  when  the  people  of  the 
land  fhall  come  before  the  Lord  in  the  folcmn 
feafis,  he  that  entereth  in  by  the  north  gate  to 
worfhip  fhall  go  out  by  the  way  of  the  fouth 
gate ;  and  he  that  entereth  in  by  the  way  of  the 
fouth  gate  fliall  go  forth  by  the  way  of  the  nortir 
gate ;  he  fliall  not'  return  by  the  way  of  the  gate 
whereby  he  came  in,  but  fhall  go  forth  over 
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againft  it*'  Ezck.  xlvi.  Q.  The  latter  part  of  this 
verfe  f^ems  to  comprehend  my  pafl  experience,  my 
prefent  feelings^  and  my  future  path,  and  has  in- 
volved my  mind  in  much  darknefs  and  gloomi* 
nefs ;  and  I  am  led  to  believe  that  I  am  more  in- 
terefted  in  the  myftical  fenfe  of  this  pafTage  than 
any  one  upon  earth.  And  it  is  this  text  that  has 
cut  off  all  my  cxpe6lations  of  future  enlargement 
while  in  this  world ;  which  is  alfo  confirmed  to 
me  by  what  Mr.  Hart  fays  in  one  of  his  Tijrmns : 

Their  pardon  fome  receive  at  firft. 

And  then,  compeli'd  to  fight. 
They  find  their  latter  ftages  word. 

And  travel  much  by  night. 

The  above  paflage  in  Ezekiel  has  been  on  my 
mind  for  this  twelvemonth  pafl,  and  I  have 
thought  that  there  has  been  a  great  depth  in  the ' 
words ;  but  they  never  brought  any  difficulty  on 
my  mind  till  about  a  month  ago,  when,  it  forcibly 
flruck  me  that  I  was  fo  much  concerned  in  them ; 
and  I  have  alfo  many  things  to  confirm  me  in  it. 
You  have  told  me,  and  fo  have  others,  that  the 
Lord  has  dealt  with  me  in  a  fingular  manner, . 
both  with  refpc6t  to  the  degree  and  duration  of 
tbofe  fpiritqal  joys  and  confolations  which  I  have 
been  favoured  with  in  tiroes  pafl.  And  what  in- 
ference can  .  be  drawn  from  it  but  that  which  is 
aoeant  by  coming  in  by  the  fouth  gate,  and  that  I 
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am  no  more  to  return  by  the  way  of  the  gAte 
vrhercby  I  came  in^  but  I  am  to  go  forth  by  the 
way  of  the  north  gate  ?  And  I  believe  the  north 
and  fouth  gate  mean  the  fame  operations  as  the 
north  and  fouth  wind-  Will  you  grant  me  this 
rcqueft  alfo,  that  is,  to  give  me  your  thoughts  on 
the  pafTage.  I  dp  affure  you  it  is  not  a  matter  of 
curiofity.  I  do  believe  yoii  will  fympathlzc  with 
roe,  and  feel  for  me,  and  pray  for  me.  This  feems 
to  be  the  Ihatpeil  trial  I  have  lately  had ;  though^ 
blefled  be  the  Lord,  I  feel  no  Ihakings  nor  un- 
fealings  refpediing  my  ftatc.  But  I  have  at  pre- 
fent  no  light  on  my  path ;  and,  to  my  dark  un- 
derftanding,  that  text  has  made  a  difcord  in  the 
word  of  God,  and  feems  to  clalh  with  fuch  paf- 
fages  as  this,  "  The  path  of  the  juft  is  as  the  fhin- 
ing  light,  which  Ihineth  more  and  more  unto  the 
perfeft  day  ;**  and  this  alfo,  "  They  that  wait  on 
the  Lord  fliall  renew  their  firength:  they  Ihall 
mount  up  on  wings  as  eagles ;  they  Ihall  run  and 
not  be  weary,  walk  and  not  faint/*  But,  inftead 
d(  this,  my  expe6fcitions  are  of  more  darknels, 
Iharper  trials,  being  perpetually  under  the  hiding 
of  God^s  face ;  and,  indeed,  I  am  already  in  the 
dark  path.  God  fays,  in  his  word,  that  he  will 
abundantly  blefs  the  provifions  of  his  houfe^  and 
that  he  will  fatisfy  his  poo^  with  bread ;  that  his 
priefis  ihall  be  clothed  with  falvation,  and  his 
faints  ih^ll  ihout  aloud  for  joy.  But,  inftead  of 
this,  I  have  lately  been  very  barren  under  the 
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word.    I  have  feen  the  provifion  bleffed  to  otiber^i 
but  nothing  under  the  prieft's  hands  for  me.     He 
has  been  clothed  with  falvation,  and  the  food  has 
been  fo  bleffed  to  others,  that  I  have  lecn  them 
fliout  aloud  for  joy,  while  I  have  hung  down  my 
head  like  a  bulrulh.     God  fays,  that  thofe  who 
are  planted  in  his  houfe  fhall  flourifti  in  his  courts; 
that  they  Ihall  be  fat  and  flouriftiing :  inftead  of 
this,  I  am  crying  out,  **  My  leannefs,  my  leannefs  ! 
wo  unto  roe  !*•  though  there  is  no  famine  of  the 
word,  but  bread  enough  and  to  fpare.     But  I 
know  I  have  procured  all  this  to  myfelf  by  my 
pride,  and  by  that  folly  that  is  bound  up  in  my 
heart ;  and  there  it  is  like  to  remain,  unlefs  the 
rod  of  corre6lion  drives  it  out,     I  think  the  pro- 
phet Ifaiah  fpeaks  alfo  of  this  darknefs  that  I  feel, 
where  he  fays,  *^  Who  is  among  you  that  feareth 
the  Lord,  thait  obeyeth  the  voice  of  his  fervant, 
that  w.alketh   in  darknefs  and  hath  no  light?** 
and  then  he  enjoins  the  hardeft  work  of  all,  when 
he  fays,  ^*  Let  him  truft  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
and  (lay  himfelf  upon  hi^  God,**  becaufe  he  men- 
tions his  God;     I  infer,  therefore,  that  he  means 
the  darknefs  that  I  am  in ;  becaufe,  through  all, 
I  have  not  been  led  to  caft  away  my  confidence ; 
becaufe  I  think  that  this  trial  comes  from  God 
himfelf,  for  I  cannot  fee  that  Satan  has  any  hand 
in  it ;  fo  it  muft  be  God,  I  think,  that  laid  that 
pallage  with  fuch  a  weight  on  my  mind.     But 
perhaps,  when  you  read  this,  you  will  fee  for  me^ 
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as  you  have  done  oft  times  before.  You  tell  me 
you  have  an  eameft  defire  to  cilablifh  me ;  and 
this  laft  epiftle  is  not  lefs  precious  to  me  than  the 
former ;  and  indeed  I  do  feel  my  love  to  you  in 
the  Lord  increafing  in  whatever  frame  I  am; 
and  I  firmly  believe  you  are  to  be  the  inftrument 
of  confirming  thie  work  that  God  has  done  upon 
my  foul  by  the  miniftry  of  my  dear  father  in  Chrift. 
1  have  fome  things  on  my  mind  that,  were  it  ex- 
pedient, I  would  communicate  to  you ;  but  there 
is  at  prefent  a  lion  in  the  way.  I  have  had  many 
pros  and  cons  on  my  mind  fince  I  received  your 
laft  whether  I  ihould  write  to  you  or  not.  But  I 
believe  you  are  to  know  all  my  heart.  May  the 
Lord  give  you  fomething  for  me  that  ftiall  bring 
my  mind  forth  from  out  of  thefe  dark  regions ; 
for  I  feem  held  faft  where  I  am*  and  that  with  a 
ilrong  hand.  I  know  there  hath  been  many  things 
which  you  have  predidled  to  me  that  I  could  not 
believe  till  they  came  to  pafs.  But  true  it  is  that 
not  one  word  that  you  have  fpoken  to  me  has  fell 
to  the  ground ;  nor  have  I  found  you  a  falfe  pro- 
phet in  any  of  your  predi6lions.  I  was  glad  to 
hear  you  was  better  in  bodily  health.  We  fhall 
be  glad  to  fee  you  in  our  parts  again ;  and  believe 
me  to  remain,  as  much  as  ever, 

Your  afFedlionate  friend,  but 

unworthy  fifter  in  the  Lord, 

The  Kings  Date.  PHILOMELA. 
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LETTER    XXXIV. 


To   PHILOMELA,  in  the  King's  Dak. 


Your  laft  is  now  before  me;  and 
I  have  juft  as  much  right  to  thank  you  for  it,  as 
you  have  to  thank  me  for  mine ;  for,  if  any  thing 
from  me  may  caft  a  ray  of  light  on  thy  mind> 
or  on  thy  path,  I  am  often  rewarded  in  an- 
fwering  thine  by  fome  frelh  thoughts,  or  new  dif- 
coveries,  which  are  often  attended  with  devotional 
fenfations,  which  melt  my  foul  down,  and  draw 
out  my  gratitude  to  the  beft  of  all  friendst 

"  The  wicked  have  no  bands  in  their  death, 
their  ftrength  is  firm."  But  remember,  it  is  their 
flrength.  Satan,  who  blinds  their  eyes,  and  keeps 
their  confcience  afleep,  is  the  ftrong  man  armed, 
that  fortifies  their  carnal  mind,  and  fupports  their 
falfc  confidence  and  vain  hope,  even  when  launch- 
ing forth  into  the  bottomlefs  pit.  Thefe,  our 
Lord  tells  us,  ^^  lift  up  their  eyes  in  hell,'*  and 
never  before.  But  we,  my  dear  fifter,  are  planted 
together  in  the  likenefs  of  Chrifi*s  death,  as  well 
as  in  the  likenefs  of  his  refurre<5lion,  and  muft 
indeed  drink  of  the  cup  that  he  drank  of.  And  it 
is  well  known  that  he  had  bands  in  his  death ;  for 
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Chrift  was  a  bond-fervant  under  the  law^  as  ap- 
pears by  the  thirty  pieces  of  lilver  which  he  was 
fold  for ;  which  was  the  price  to  be  paid  (accord- 
ing to  the  law)  to  the  owner  of  a  bond-fervant 
which  had  been  gored  to  death  by  the  horns  of  a 
beaft.    Read  and  compare  Exod.  xxi,  chap,  with 
Pfalm  xxii.  and  Zech,  xi,  12.  The  Savioiir's  worft 
bands  were  our  fins,  his  Father's  wrath,  and  the 
powers  of  darknefs.    When  the  prince  of  this 
world  came  to  him  to  bruife  his  heel,  thefe  deep 
waters  entered  his  foul,  Pfalm  Ixix,  1 ;    befides 
the  infults  of  the  Jews,  and  the  excruciating  pains 
of  his  body.     But  all  thefe  pains  of  death  were 
loofed,  becaufc  **  it  was  not  poffible  that  he  ihould 
be  holden  of  it/*  A6ls  ii.  '24.    Our  worft  bands 
are  the  corruptions  of  our  heart,  the  law  in  our 
members,  and  inbred  fin  that  works  in  us,  and  will 
work  in  us  as  long  as  we  live.    Thefe  often  make 
us  halt,  faint^  and  ilumble,  and  often  betray  us 
into  a  fpirit  of  legal  bondage,  and  procure  us 
many    chaftifements,   many  fpiritual  defertiona, 
and  nncuch  fatherly  anger.    And  thefe  fcnfible  fuf^ 
penfions  of  divine  favour,   frowns,  ^pcs,   and 
bondage,  whep  |an6lified,  are  intended  to  purge 
the  branch,  that  it  may  bring  forth  more  fruit. 
Not  a  few  of  theie  purging  draughts  have  fallen 
to  thy  ihare  already  in  the  ftort  courfe  of  thy  pil-? 
griniage;    and  when  humbling  grace  operates, 
bow  aye  our  finfiil  ftirrings  fubdued,  how  are  they 
deteftcdt  aiid  for  a  while  out  of  figh^  when  fweet 
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love,  meeknefs^  contrition,  godly  forrow,  fdf- 
abhorrence,  unfeigned  faith  and  abounding  hope, 
much  peace  and  divine  tranquillity,  all  appear  up* 
permoft  in  the  foul,  and  make  it  look  like  a  bride 
adorned  with  her  jewels.  This,  my  dear  filler,  is 
what  I  mean  by  bands  in  the  faints*  death..  Thefe 
corruptions  will  ilick  by  us  to  the  laft,  and  Satan 
often  works  fadly  in  them  and  by  them  ;  and  it  is 
generally  feen,  though  not  always,  that  the  child 
of  God,  on  his  death-bed,  is  not  a  little  exercifed 
with  them ;  as  it  will  be  even  with  the  wife  vir- 
gins when  the  midnight  cry  comes.  An  alarm 
will  go  forth ;  then  they  will  arife  and  examine 
themfelves,  and  there  will  be  a  little  purging  work 
go  on  upon  them;  fome  fbarp  reproofs,  fome 
melting  and  humbling  trials ;  and  then  a  reftoring 
of  them  to  the  joys  of  the  Lord's  falvation.  Trim- 
ming of  lamps  coniifts  in  wiping  them  out,  cut- 
ting off  the  burnt  fhufTs,  pouring  in  frefli  oil,  and 
lighting  them  up,  that  the  light  of  the  ^righteous 
may  rejoice  when  the '  lamp  of  the  wicked  is  put 
out.  But  .the  creature,  the  new  creature,  the 
whole  myftical  body  of  Chrift,  Ihall  be  delivered 
from  the  bondage  of  corruption,  and  be  brought 
into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  fons  of  God ;  for 
this  is  the  earneft  expeiftation  of  every  new  crea- 
ture in  Chrift  Jefus.  For  this  creature  was  made 
fubjedl  to  vanity,  or  death  (Gen.  iii.  19.  Eccl.  iiu 
19>  ^0) ;  not  willingly,  for  death  is  not  de^rable 
in  itfelf ;  but  God  hath  fubje<5ted  us  to  it  in  hope, 
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that  our  fouls  may  be  delivered  from  all  corruption 
at  our  departure  out  of  this  world ;  that  we  may 
have  hope  of  glory  in  deadi,  and  leave  the  body 
to  reft  behind  us,  in  hope  of  a  glorious  refurrec- 
tion,  which  will  be  the  laft  work  of  hope  in  this 
world*  Thus  we  muft  hope  to  the  end,  and  no 
longer ;  for  what  a  man  fccth  himfelf  in  full  pof- 
feilion  of  why  doth  he  yet  hope  for  ? 

But  becaufe  I  told  you,  in  my  laft,  that  "  I  ex- 
pected fome  familiar  vifits,  love-tokens,  confirm- 
ing renewals,  and  promifed  revivals,  in  the  courfe 
of  my  pilgrimage,  even  to  the  end,  as  well  as  a 
daily  crofs,"  I  have  ftaggered  you;  and,  in  the 
expedlatioxi  of  thcfe  tilings,  you  fay  you  feem  to 
turn  out  of  my  path.  No,  no,  my  fitter ;  I  ran  to 
the  fame  extremes  that  you  do.  When  in  my 
firft*  love  I  faid,  and  believed  it  too,  that  I  fhould 
never  be  moved  from  the  mount,  the  Lord  of  his 
goodnefs  had  made  my  hill  fo  ftrong ;  but,  when 
fpiritual  defertions  came  on,  and  Satan  returned 
with  double  rage,  and  every  inherent  corruption 
w^s  ftirred  up,  attended  with  legal  bondage  aud 
flavilli  f^ar,  I  then  concluded,  as  Job  dicj,  "  my 
(lays  are  fwifter  than  ^  weaver's  Shuttle,  and  are 
fpent  without  hope ;  O  remember  that  nsy  life  is 
wind,  mine  eye  Ihajl  no  more  fee  good  !"  Job  vii. 
6,  7*  Dayid  was  wrong  in  his  exultation,  for 
God  hid  his  face  from  him.  Job  wasf  wrong  alfo 
In  his  lamentation,  for  the  Lord  appeared  to  him 
clearer  than  eyer  hp  di4  before,     I  wa3  wrong 
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alio,  for  J  have  had  hundreds  of  vifits  fince  I 
drew  thofe  fad  eonclufions ;  and  you  are  wrong, 
for  he  will  revive  and  renew  his  work  on  thy 
foul,  and  bring  it  to  light,  and  confirm  you  in  it 
again  and  again :  "  They  fliall  revive  as  the  corn, 
and  grow  as  the  vine,  and-  fpread  forth  their  roots 
like  Lebanon.**     If  they  revive,  there  muft  be 
more  life ;   if  they  grow,  there  muft  be  more ' 
grace  given ;  and,  if  they,  fpread  forth  their  roots, 
their  love  muft  be  drawn  forth,  for  we  are  to  be 
rooted  and  grounded  in  love ;  and,  if  we  are  to 
root  like  Lebanon,  we  muft  be  ftxengthened,  fta* 
blifhed,  and  fettled,  this  way.     But  you  inform 
me  that  you  have  no  fuch ,  expeiSlations,  and  that 
you  are  confirmed  in  your  opinion  by  the  word 
of  the  Lord  itfelf.     The  paiTage  you  allude  to  in 
Ezek.  xlvi.  9,  you  do  not   rightly  underftand. 
That  the  temple  fpoken  of  in  that  chapter  was  a 
t}'pe  of  the  church  of  God  under  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  is  plain,  for  the  church  bears  the  fame  name; 
and  that  all  the  furniture  of  the  temple,  in  its  gof-* 
pel  fignification,  is  now  found  •n  gofpel  Zion, 
cannot  be  denied ;  and  that  there  are  fuch  .things 
as  north  and  fouth  winds,  which  blow  on  the 
Lord*s  garden,  I  hinted  to  you  in  a  former  cpiftle; 
and  likewife  I  mentioned  Solomon*s  trees,  which 
he  reprefents  as  falling  toward  the  north  and  to- 
ward the  fouth,  and  of  their  unalterable  ftate  after 
they  are  fiiUen ;  and  no  doubt  but  the  north  and 
fouth  gates  that  you  allude   to  have  the  fame 
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iignification.   Suppofe  a  poor  finner  is  feizcd  with 
a  fpiiit  of  bondage  to  fear^  and  wrath  and  guilt 
work  in  him  till  his  foul  is  chilled^  and  he  filled 
with  fear  and  trembling  :  this  is  the  north  wind^ 
the  fpirit  of  bondage^  which  is  the  wrath  of  God* 
But  at  length  he  is  enabled  to  fly  from  wrath  to 
come,  and  to  embrace  the  hope  fet  before  him ; 
and  he  exercifes  faith  on  the  Saviour,  and  comes 
fenfibly  into  his  favour,  into  his  grace,  and  into 
his  finiihed  falvation.    He  then  paifes  from  death 
to  life,  and  fhall  never  more  copae  into  condemn- 
ation.   He  enters  by  the  north  gate.    Chrift  to 
bim  is  the  gate  of  life,  and  the  end  of  the  law  for. 
righteoufnofs.  His  faith  now  works  by  lovf^ ;  and^ 
as  loving-kindnefs  is  never  to  be  taken  from  him, 
he  ihall  go  out  at  the  fouth  gate.    But  then,  what 
is  or  can  be  meant  by  going  out  of  the  church  ? 
Why,  in  one  fenfe,  the  believer  can  never  gg  out 
at  all ;  for  ^^  he  that  overcometh  is  made  a  pillar 
in  the  temple  of  God,  and  he  fhall  go  no  more 
out."     Going  out,  therefore,  ca^  mean  nothing 
but  a  being  trr.nflated  from  the  militant  to  the 
triumphant  church  by  death.    Moreover,  fuppofe 
a  perfon,  at  his  firfl  fctting  off  in  a  prpfeffion,  is 
allured  and  drawn  into  it  by  a  fenfe  of  God's 
goodnefs,  and  a  believing  view  of  his  kind  provi* 
dence,  as  Hezekiah  was,  and  as  Job  feems  to  be, 
and  the  north  wind,  or  a  fpirit  of  bondage,  falls 
upon  him,  as  it  did  upon  thofe  two  men,  that 
they  might  fee  the  hand-writing  that  was  againft 
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them,  and  that  they  might  know  the  fin  of  their 
heart  by  the  application  of  the  law ;  this  alters 
not  the  ftate  of  iheir  fouls;  they  were  members 
of  Chrift  before,  fo  they  were  when  in  their  trou* 
bles,  and  they  were  more  fure  of  this  when  their 
deliverance  came.  It  remains,  therefore,  that  it 
cannot,  in  the  worft  fenfe,  mean  a  real  believer ; 
fof,  though  he  may  be  exercifed  in  his  pilgrimage,- 
and  on  his  dealh-bed,  with  legal  bondage,  yet  he 
cannot  go  out  of  the  church,  and  out  of  the  world, 
under  the  wrath  of  God,  nor  yet  in  bondage ;  his 
end  muft  be  peace,  not  wrath.  The  covenant,  the 
oath  of  God,  the  promife  of  life,  the  death  of 
Chrift,  and  the  Spirit's  work,  all  forbid  this.  To 
c(»iclude  this  fubjed,  in  the  ftrifteft  and  worft 
fenfc  of  the  words,  the  comer-in  at  the  fouth  gate 
is  the  voay-Jide  hearer ,  who  has  his  natural  afiec- 
tions  and  paffions  ftirred  up ;  in  whom  light,  joy, 
gifts,  and  zeal,  fpring  up ;  and  who,  in  time  of 
temptation  and  pcrfecution,  falls  away,  and  goes 
out  of  the  church,  and  into  the  world,  and  then 
out  of  the  world  under  the  wrath  and  curfe  of 
God.  And  this  character  is  further  defcribed  by 
this  prophet  in  the  l6th  verfe  of  this  fame  chap-» 
ter;  and  Qirift,  in  his  days,  quotes  the  words, 
and  applies  them :  *^  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God, 
If  the  prince  give  a  gift  to  any  of  his  fons,  the  in- 
heritance thereof  ftiall  be  his  fons;  it  fhall  be 
their  pofleflion  by  inheritance."  £zek.  xlvi.  l6* 

This  inheritance  is  eternal  life ;  and  Chrift  came 
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that  we  might  have  it ;  and  he  that  hath  it,  to  him 
fhall  be  given,  and  he  fliall  have  more  abund- 
ance ;  for  Chrift  came  that  we  might  have  life, 
and  that  we  might  have  it  more  abundantly. 
"  But,  if  he  give  a  gift  of  his  inheritance  to  one 
of  his  fervants,  then  it  fhall  be  his  to  the  year  of 
liberty ;  after  it  Ihall  return  to  the  prince.'*  £zek. 
xlvi.  17.  Our  Saviour's  explanation  and  appli- 
cation of  this  text  is,  .^^  Take  the  talent  from  him, 
and  give  it  to  him  that  hath  ten  talents ;  for  he 
that  hath  not  (hath  not  hfe,  but  a  fpiritual  gift), 
it  Ihall  be  taken  away  from  him,  even  that  which 
he  hath."  And  it  is  often  feen  that  a  fervant  cuts 
a  moil  glaring  figure  in  the  church  of  God,  until 
the  fpirit  of  love  and  liberty  be  poured  forth  upon 
fome  of  the  ele6):  of  God  about  him ;  and,  when 
he  fees  this,  he  finks  in  his  foul  at  the  fight,  and 
at  the  light,  and  hates  it,  as  Saul  did,  when  he 
faw  that  God  was  with  David.  Such  an  one  finks 
in  ihe  efteem  of  fuch  heaven-bom  fouls  as  much 
as  Saul  did  in  the  eyes  of  Samuel,  when  he  faid, 
'**  Honour  me  now  before  the  elders  of  my  peo- 
ple.*' Nothing  difcovers  a  fklfe  profeffion,  and  a 
falfe  profeflbr,  like  the  fpirit  of  love  and  liberty 
being  poured  out  upon  poor  broken-hearted  fin- 
ners  about  him ;  and,  if  it  come  upon  fuch  as 
have  looked  up  to  him  as  fomething  great,  difcri- 
minating  grace  difcovers  him.  At  this  he  is 
offended,  and  hates  the  light,  and  flees  from  it, 
and  fights  againil  it ;  and  this  witliers  his  joys,  it 
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blafts  his  zeal  and  diligence,  and  dries  up  the  glee 
of  his  animal  fpirits,  and  natural  abilities  too ;  fo 
that  his  gifts  return  to  the  prince,  and  he  gives 
the  talent  to  others.  He  that  receives  this  gift  is 
a  fervant,  and  he  comes  in  at  the  fouth  gate.  He 
begins  his  profeffion  with  having  his  paflions 
moved,  and  his  natural  aiFe6lions  ftirred  up,  and 
comes  in  at  the  fouth  gate ;  and,  when  the  jubilee 
eomes,  he  either  takes  offence  at  it,  or  elfe,  in 
perfecution  and  temptation,  falls  away,  and  legal 
bondage  feizes  him,  and  he  goes  back  to  the  fiiil 
hufband,  the  law,  never  being  divorced  from  it : 
and  this  is  going  out  at  the  north  gate.  And, 
when  death  cuts  inch  a  corrupt  tree  down,  the  tree 
£alh  toward  the  north ;  and  where  the  tree  falls 
there  it  ihall  lie.  But  the  name  and  title  of  the 
other  is  that  of  a  fon ;  and  his  inheritance  fhall 
not  be  taken  from  him,  nor  (hall  he  go  out  of  the 
church  but  by  death :  he  came  in  by  the  north 
gate.  A  fpirit  of  bondage,  fooner  or  later,  more 
or  lefs,  doth  excrcife-  all  the  cleft  of  God,  till  love 
cafts  their  fears  out :  fuch  come  in  by  the  north 
gate,  and  (hall  go  out  by  the  fouth.  Death  cuts 
that  tree  of  rightcoufnefs  down,  and  it  falls  toward 
the  fouth ;  and  in  the  place  where  it  falls  there  it 
ihall  lie. 

I  mull  confefs  that  I  rather  wonder  at  your 
giving .  up  all  expcdlations  of  fenfible  vifits  from 
God  by  the  way,  only  from  your  conflruftions 
put  upon  that  dark  and  ambiguous  text ;  "  An 
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en6my  hath  done  this."  God  will  nctcr  apply  any 
paflage  of  his  \voFd  in  a  fenfe  tliat  ihall  run  c6un-» 
ter  to  the  whole  curreAt  of  fcriptnre*     *^  I  am 
with  you  alway  to  the  world's  end.     I  will  water 
them  every  moment.     I  will  keep  th^m  night  and 
day.     Their  leaf  Ihall  be  green ;  nor  fliall  they 
ceafe  from  yielding  fruit."    And  fure  I  am  that 
heaven  and  earth  fhall  pafs  away  before  a  jot  or 
tittle  of  his  word  ihall  &iL    And  as  fure  as  tempt* 
ations,  defertions,  legal  bondage^  or  unbelief^  ob- 
fcure  the  good  work  on  thy  heart,  fo  fure  will 
God  Ihine  upon  it,  revive  it^  and  bring  it  forth  to 
light  again ;  being  confident  of  this  very  thing, 
that  he,  which  hath  begun  a  good  work  in  you, 
will  perform  it  until  the  day  of  Jefus  Qirift,  when 
it  Ihall  be  perfe<fted,  both  in  body  and  foul.    In 
this  confidence^    and  in  the   befl  of  bonds,  i 
remain 

Yours  to  ferve  for  his  fake, 

* 

TbeDdert.  NOCTUA  AURITA. 


LBTTER 
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LETTER    XXXV. 


To  NOCTUA  AURITA,  of  the  Defert. 


I  HAVE  received  your  letter,  which 
came  to  me  wet  with  the  dew  of  heaven ;  and 
therefore  1  muft  call  it  Gideon's  fleece,  when  it 
was  taken  out  of  the  floor  wet.  I  hope  you'  will 
cxcufe  my  coming  to  you  fo  ibon ;  but  really  I 
could  flay  no  longer.  By  your  letter  my  mind  is 
entirely  delivered  from  that  darknefs  which  has 
entangled  riie  for  thefe  three  months  paft,  refpeft- 
ing  the  coming  in  by  the  fouth  gate,  and  going 
forth  by  the  north,  &c.  I  believe  Satan  never  had 
before  fuch  a  Ample  fool  to  deal  with.  I  perceive 
he  is  the  enemy  that  has  done  me  all  this  mifchief  ; 
but  he  is  now  difcovered.  I  know  it  was  he  that 
applied  that  paflkge  to  my  mind,  and  made  me 
believe  that  it  was  left  on  record  on  purpofe  for 
me,  and  could  be  applicable  to  no  one's  cafe  but 
mine.  I  can  fee  now,  as  clear  as  I  can  lee  the  fun 
at  noon  day,  when  he  entered  firfl:,  and  the  ends 
he  had  in  view ;  and,  by  my  relating  to  you  the> 
excrcifes  I  have  pafied  under  fince  I  wrote  you 
that  letter,  1  think  you  will  fee  it  too.  You  know 
he  had  then  gained  his  point  fo  far  as  to  cut  off 

all 
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all  my  expecJlations  of  being  favoured  with  anjr 
more  rcvlvings,  renewings,  or  fenfible  manifefta- 
tions  of  the  Lord's  love  and  favour  towards  mc 
while  in  this. world;  and  he  brought  the  word 
of  God  to  prove  it,  which  was,  that  I  was  to  go 
out  by  the  north  gate :  therefore  there  was  no- 
thing but  gloominefs  and  darknefs  felt  by  me. 
This  caufed  my  hands  to  hang  down,  and  my 
knees  to  wax  feeble,  and  nothing  was  expe<Sled 
by  me  but  more  darknefs  and  mifery;  and  this 
did  come  to  pafs,  for  I  got  deeper  and  deeper  in 
diftrefs  and  darknefs.  This  confirmed  me  yet 
more  that  it  was  God  himfelf  that  had  laid  that 
pailage  with  fuch  a  weight  on  my  mind.  This 
ilrengdiened  my  bands,  and  made  them  fiill 
tighter ;  and,  after  three  or  four  weeks  had  paffed, 
and  I  had  received  no  an(wer  from  you  to  my  let- 
ter, he  came  to  me  thus,  and  infinuated  that  I  was 
not  on  your  heart  and  in  your  aScAioM  as  for- 
merly ;  and  that  God  had  taken  me  ofi^  and  that 
he  would  not  fufFer  you  to  fend  me  a  word  more, 
nor  even  to.  pray  for  roe ;  and  then  fet  before  me 
what  a  curfe  that  foul  mull  be  under  that  was  not 
on  the  heart  of  the  fervants  of  the  Lord,  becaufe 
he  fays  that  whatfoever  they  bind  on  earth  fhall 
be  bound  in  heaven,  and  whatfoever  they  loofc 
on  earth  fhall  be  loofed  in  iieaven;  though  I 
know  I  did  never  wholly  credit  this  lie  of  his ;  but 
it  was  but  one  thing  that  kept  me  firom  it,  and 
that  wai  this,  I  thought  God  would  not  take  me 

off 
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off  the  heart  of  one  of  his  fervants  without  taking 
nie  off  the  heart  of  the  other ;  -  and  with  refpedl  to 
that  being  the  cafe  with  my  dear  paflor,  the  King's 
herald,  Satan  was  not  permitted  to  aflault  me 
with,  for  I  had  had  proof  enough  of  late  that  I 
was  more  on  his  heart  than  ever ;  and  I  had  not 
a  doubt  on  my  mind  but  he  did  pray  for  me. 

O,  bleffed  be  the  Lord  that  he  can  go  no  fur- 
ther than  he  is  permitted !  Satan  proceeded 
againft  me  with  great  caution,  left  he  fhould  be 
difcovered.  He  was  flow,  but  fure  to  deceive  fo 
far;  but  he  had  not  got  to  the  length  of  his  chain 
yet.  About  a  fortnight  ago  he  came  to  me  in  a 
vifion  of  the  night.  I  dreamed  I  was  in  a  bam- 
floor,  and  had  got  a  halter  about  my  neck  to  hang 
myfelf,  but  was  prevented.  However,  foon  after 
I  found  the  halter  round  my  neck  the  fecond  time, 
in  a  hitch  knot,  fattened  to  a  beam  above  my 
head,  and  myfelf  ftanding  fome  confiderable 
height  from  the  ground ;  and  I  was  juft  ftretch- 
ing  forth  my  hands  to  give  myfelf  a  fwing  off^  the 
place,  when  I  inflantly  awoke,  in  fuch  horror, 
and  in  fuch  darknefs,  as  it  is  impoffible  for  me  to 
defcribe,  and  with  a  conviftion  on  my  mind  that 
the  dream  was  a  prediction  oi  the  awful  end  I 
Ihould  make,  and  that  this  was  what  was  meant 
by  going  out  by  the  north  gate.  Every  thing  was 
hid  from  my  light  that  God  had  done  for  my  foul ; 
the  bed  could  not  contain  me  long ;  and  in  this 
litaation  and  conflict  I  was  four  days  and  nights. 

O  Thig 
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This  furely  muft  be  what  David  meant  when  he 
faid  the  pains  of  hell  got  hold  of  him ;  for  fure  I 
am  that  my  feelings  were  limilar  to  what  the 
damned  in  hell  feel.     Here  I  let  go  my  hold  of 
the  Rock,  and  fo  I  lay  cxpofed  to  all  the  fhafts  of 
Satan ;  and  this  was  his  hour,  and  the  powers  of 
darknefs ;  for  there  was  nothing  to  refill  him,  for 
I  had  not  one  piece  of  that  armour  that  God  has 
providc4  in  exercife;  and  fure  Lam  that,  if  my 
fafety  had  depended  on  my  hold  of  the  Rock,  I 
had  funk  to  rife  no  more.     But  the  Rock  held 
me,  and  followed  me  through  this  dark  path.  The 
third  day  I  could  write  a  few  lines  to  his  excel- 
lency, and  he  fent  me  a  letter ;  and  God  did  give 
him  a  word  for  me  which  did  in  a  meafure  abate 
the  violence  of  the  temptation.     He  told  me  it 
was  Satan,  and  I  was  helped  in  a  meafure  to  be« 
lieve  it ;  and  I  felt  a  calmnefs  in  my  mind,  and 
thefe  words  afforded  fome   confolation  to  me, 
namely,  the  converfation  between  John  and  the 
angel  in  the  Revelation,  where  he  fays,  "  Who 
are  thefe,  and  whence  came  they  ?"  and  the  an- 
gel's reply,  **  Thefe  are  they  who  are  come  out 
of  great  tribulation,  and  have  wafhed  their  robes 
and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb ; 
therefore  are  they  before  the  throne  of  God."    I 
faw  much  in  this  word  therefore ;  by  it  I  clearer 
than  ever  faw  that  there  was  no  getting  to  heaven 
but  through  a  rough  path ;  and  thefe  words  of 
James  added  fomething  to  the  calm  on  my  mind, 

^^Bleffed 


(     195    ) 

*^  Bleffed  is  he  that  endurcth  temptation,  for 
when  he  is  tried  he  Ihali  receive  the  crovvn  of 
life."  And  1  know  that  I  had  been  made  to  en- 
dure this  conflict,  and  alfo  who  had  fupported 
me  through  it.  But  Satan  was  not  fully  difco- 
vered  till  I  received  your  letter;  and,  when  I  had 
read  it  twice,  I  faid  with  David,  "  Though  an 
hoft  encamp  againft  me,  1  will  not  fear ;  though 
war  rife  up  againft  me,  in  this  will  I  be  confident, 
for  God  is  with  me  of  a  truth."  And  fure  I  am 
that  all  that  Satan  has  told  me  about  not  being 
on  your  heart  as  aforetime,,  is  a  lie.  And  the 
Lord  has  been  pleafed  to  fct  his  broad  feal  to  the 
contents  of  your  letter,  that  my  mind  might  be, 
if  poffible,  more  than  fully  fatisficd  that  it  came 
from  him,  and  that  you  gave  me  the  mind  of  the 
Spirit;  for,  on  reading  the  xlvith  of  Ezekiel  after 
perufing  your  letter, 'and  after  reading  the  lOth 
verfc,  which  fays,  "  And  the  prince  in  the  midft 
of  them  when  they  go  in  fhall  go  in,  and  when 
they  go  forth  Ihall  go  forth;"  to  think  Satan 
Ihould  hold  me  in  fuch  darknefs  fo  long  quite 
aftonilhed  me,  when  that  one  vcrfe  is  quite  fuffi- 
cient  to  prove  all  the  interpretations  that  he  had 
put  on  the  verfe  before  to  be  nothing  but  lies. 
After  I  had  communicated  the  dream  and  the 
conflidl  to  his  Majefty's  herald,  I  had  concluded 
never  to  rehearfc  it  again ;  but  the  light  that  ac- 
companied your  letter  to  me  made  me  alter  my 
mind,  for  I  thought  you  would  fee  more  of  the 
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work  of  Satan  and  his  craft  than  I  could.  May 
the  Lord  blefs  you  with  the  bleffings  of  the  upper 
and  nether  fprings,  and  abundantly  reward  all 
your  labours  of  love  to  my  foul  I  This  is,  and 
ever  will  be,  the  prayer  (when  privileged  with  ac- 
cefs  to  God)  of 

Your  very  fincere  and  afFe6tionafe  lifter 

in  the  bonds  of  the  gofpel. 


The  King's  Dale.  PHILOMELA. 


P.  Sl  My  partner  unites  with  me  in  kind  love. 
We  Ihould  be  very  glad  to  fee  you  at  our  cottage 
this  fummer;  and  the  poor  Shunamite  will  be 
very  glad  to  accommodate  you  with  a  bed,  acid  a 
table,  and  a  ftool,  and  a  candleftick. 


XtETTEX 
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LETTER    XXXVL 


To  PHILOMELA,  in  the  King's  Dale. 


YouKS  ^ame  fafe  to  hand;  in 
which  you  intimate  that  the  fnare  of  the  fowler  i% 
Jii  fome  meafure,  broken.  Satan  can  quote  and  ap- 
ply fcripture  when  it  will  ferve  his  own  turn ;  but 
he  is  never  divided  againft  himfelf  in  that  work^ 

As  the  angels  were  the  firft  creatures  that  God 
-xnade>  and  are  called  the  morning  ftars,  and  fons 
of  God,  who  fung  their  anthem  together,  and 
ihouted  for  joy  at  the  creation  of  the  world. 
Job  xxxviii.  7 ;  f o  I  have  no  doubt  but  they 
were  prcfent  when  God  gave  the  law  to  Adam,  as 
they  were  alfo  at  the  giving  it  to  Ifrael  at  Sinai, 
Heb.  ii.  2,  'And  this  appears  plain  by  Satan 
(after  his  fall  from  heaven)  quoting  the  word  of 
God  in  his  firft  attempt  to  deceive  Eve :  "  Yea, 
hath  God  faid,  Ye  fliall  not  eat  of  every  tree  of 
the  garden  ?**  He  ufed  Ithe  fame  art  in  his  tempt- 
ing Chrift  to  throw  himfelf  down  from  the  pin* 
nacle  of  the  temple :  "  It  is  written/*  laith  Satan, 
*^  He  Ihall  give  his  angels  charge  over  thee,  and 
in  their  bands  they  Ihall  bear  thqe  up.**    Matt* 

iv.  6, 
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In  this  way  Satan  labours  to  difcourage  every 
broken-hearted  finner  whom  the  Lord  hath 
awakened^  quickened,  and  wounded ;  I  mean,  by 
quoting  and  applying  the  itioft  terrible  texts  of 
fcripture  to  them,  which  he  does  to  obfbruA  our 
way  to  Chrift,  to  difhearten  us,  to  fink  us  in  de- 
fpair,  and  to  Hop  the  mouth  of  prayer,  and  to  ftir 
up  hard  thoughts  of  Chrift;  and  fome  of  the 
moft  alarming  paflages  in  the  Bible  are  thrown  as 
liiimbling-blocks  in  our  way,  and  we  ftumble 
upon  the  dark  mountains  of  Sinai,  and  ftumble 
ateleftion,  and  at  reprobation,  Zech.  vi.  1.  Heb. 
xii.  18.  In  this  way  he  haraflcd'me,  by  bringing 
continually  to  my  mind  the  unpardonable  fin,  or 
fin  unto  death;  and  that  of  Efau's  finding  no 
place  of  repentance,  though  he  fought  it  with 
tears ;  the  deplorable  ftate  of  Saul,  when  Grod  an- 
fwered  him  ho  more ;  that  alfo  of  man  giving  an 
account  at  the  day  of  judgment  for  every  idle 
word ;  and  the  foul  that  fins  fhall  die :  all  thefe, 
and  many  more  of  the  like  import,'  were  perpe- 
tually brought  to  my  mind  with  forcible  fu^ef- 
tions  that  I  was  the  man  ;  and  that  God  had  fent 
me  into  the  world,  as  he  did  Pharaoh,  to  fhew  his 
wrath  and  power  in  me.  Thefe,  and  many  more, 
were  brought  hourly  to  me,  and  fet  before  me  as 
my  forrowful  meat.  And  who  applied  them  to 
me  ?  not  God ;  for,  if  he  had,  they  muft  all  have 
been  fulfilled;  for  whatever  God  fays,  whether 
againft  us  or  for  us^  ihall  moft  furely  come  to  pafs. 

But 
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But  none  of  thefe  came  to  pafs  with  me  in  tlie 
way  that  Satan  prediAed  they  would. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  every  promife  that  God 
font  to  me,  flood  fail.  The  firft  word  that  ever 
Came  to  me  from  him  was,  "  Believe  that  I  am 
in  you,  and  you  in  me  ;*'  and  that  moment  ever* 
lafting  light  fhone  into  my  foul,  to  fhew  me  where 
I  was ;  and  there  it  is  to  this  day. 

The  next  was,  "  He  that  overcometh  Ihall  in- 
herit all  things,**  God  did  enable  me  to  over- 
come in  that  dreadful  temptation ;  and  I  believe 
to  this  day  that  Grod  hath  called  me  that  I  might 
receive  the  reward  of  eternal  inheritance. 

The  next  was,  **  Blefled  are  the  poor  in  fpirit, 
for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven/'  And  at  that 
time  righteoufhefs,  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  filled  my  heart. 

Being  once  much  concerned  in  my  mind  about 
the  ftate  of  many  poor  quiet  people  who  did  not 
run  to  the  fame  excefs  of  riot  as  many  do,  I  afked 
the  Lord  what  would  become  of  them,  and  he 
feid,  "  Except  a  man  be  bom  again,  he  cannot  fee 
the  kingdom  of  God.** 

Being  at  another  time  brought  into  bondage  by 
difputing  with  an  old  Arminian,  and  being  fadly 
toffed  in  ray  mind  between  free  will  and  free 
grace,  and  fome  paflages  of  fcripture  which  feenj 
to  favour  both,  the  Lord  fpoke  to  me  thus,  *'  Do 
not  the  fcriptures  fay  that  no  man  can  come  to 
me  except  the  Father  draw  him  ?"  I  anfwered,  I 
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know  they  fay  fo.  Then  it  came  again,  faying, 
*^  If  you  can  find  a  place  where  it  fays  that  a  man 
can  coilie  without  being  drawn,  then  you  may 
prove  the  Bible  lies;**  and  away  \N^nt  all  my 
conftifion  and  bondage,  and  fweet  tranquillity 
followed.  From  that  moment  Arminianifm  kicked 
the  beam,  nor  did  it  ever  itagger  me  afterwards ; 
and. I  am  at  a  point  that  none  but  the  devil  is  the 
author  of  tliat  fyftem. 

When  I  carried  coals,  a  perfon  caime  into  the 
neighbourhood,  and  took  a  room  for  an  Oxford 
Blue  to  preach  in.  A  voice  told  me  that  that 
room  was  opened  for  me.  When  the  man  came 
to  fpeak  his  mouth  was  flopped,  and  I  was  invited 
to  Ipcak  there,  which  I  afterwards  did  for  fome 
ye.irs. 

One  Sunday  morning,  going  out  to  hear  a  mi- 
xiiftcr  that  was  to  preach  out  of  doors,  a  voice 
came  to  me  laying,  *'  You  muft  preach  out  of 
doors  to-day ;"  and  it  told  mc  what  text  I  was  to 
fpcak  from  alfo ;  and  the  minifter  that  was  ex- 
.  pedled  difappointed  the  people,  for  he  came  not ; 
fo  they  confti'ained  me  to  fpeak,  which  I  did  all 
that  fuipmer,  and  the  fummcr  following. 

Being  once  in  great  diftrcfs  and  want,  thefe 
words  were  fpoken  to  my  heart,  "  I  know  thy 
tribulation,  and  poverty;  but  thou  art  rich."  And 
I  believe,  with  my  whole  heart,  that  the  Lord  did 
take  notice  of  my  povert/and  fufFerings,  by  bis 
kind  appearance  for  me  afterwards  in  providence ; 

and 
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and  that  the  Lord  is  the  portioil  of  my  foul  I  havo 
no  doubt,  for  he  hath  redeemed  me ;  and  "  tlic 
ranfom  of  a  man's  life  is  his  riches/*  Prov.  xiii.  8» 
When  he  /ent  me  to  London  he  told  mc  to 
*^  prophefyupon  the  thick  boughs."  And  furcly 
none  could  be  more  oppofed  than  I  have  been,  by 
almoil  every  diffenting  minilier  and  congrega- 
tion; belides  the  oppofitions  that  I  have  met  with 
from  falfe-hearted  friends,  from  worldlings,  fiom 
devils,  heretics,  and  hypocrites.  And  HDl  the 
boughs  are  thick,  and  thick  they  will  be  ^s  long 
as  it  pleafes  God  to  fpeak  by  me. 

When  I  had  that  diflurbance  in  the  church, 
which  you  know  of,  God  told  me,  by  his  Spirit, 
that  he  would  avenge  his  own  ^edl.  And  no 
fmall  number  have  got  that  vengeance  lodged  in 
their  cpnfcience  to  this  day;  belides  the  many 
that  went  out  of  the  world  in  lefs  than  two  year* 
after  God  had  .  difcovcred  the  bane  of  their 
hearts. 

Soon  after  this,  when  I  was  wondering  at  their 
hardncfs  of  heart,  and  hearing  of  their  continuaj 
calumny,  he  fpoke  thefe  words  to  me,  "  When 
they  fhall  ccafe  to  deal  treacheroufly  thou  fhalt 
deal  treacheroufly  with  them."  This  paflage 
fhewed  me  that  they  were  to  fill  up  their  mcafure 
this  way,  and  to  go  on  reproaching  me  till  they 
were  weary  of  it ;  and  that  fome  would  then  de- 
lire  to  come  back  again ;  and  that  others,  in  their 
^iflrefs,  when  the  judgments  of  God  overtook 
\  them. 
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them,  would  come  to  me  for  my  counfel  and  my 
prayers ;  and,  further,  that  I  ihould  be  a  favour  of 
death  unto  death  to  them  in  my  miniflry,  and  a 
witnefs  againft  them  in  the  day  of  judgment :  the 
former  has  come  to  pafs  already,  and  fo  will  the 
latter. 

When  Europe  appeared  in  fuch  confulion  un- 
der the  influence  of  that  fpirit  of  rebellion  which 
the  devil,  by  the  inftrumentality  of  Tom  Paine, 
poured  out  upon  men,  I  had  long  begged  of  God 
to  fhew  me  what  part  of  his  word  contained  this 
perilous  time,  and  he  told  me  it  was  ^^  the  hour 
of  temptation,**  as  is  related  in  a  fermon  lately 
publiifaed  by  me.  And  it  was  explained  to  me 
as  being  the  fame  trial  as  came  upon  the  Jews  in 
the  days  of  Jeremiah ;  and  that  it  was  fent  to  try 
the  obedience  of  profelTors,  and  the  loyalty  of  the 
nations;  and  I  foon  perceived  that  no  clafs  of 
tnen  in  this  nation  were  more  eafily  taken,  nor 
inore  efFciftually  boimd  in  thefe  bonds  of  iniquity, 
than  the  hypocrites  in  Zion,  and  impoftors  in  the 
miniflxy;  and  the  calamity  of  both  will  come 
fuddenly  upon  them.  Thus  my  dear  lifter  may 
fee  that  what  God  fpeaks  and  applies  comes  to 
pals.  But  all  thp  fearful  predictions  which  came 
to  me  from  Satan,  in  the  days  of  my  trouble,  fell 
to  the  ground.  And,  as  Satan  can  apply  fcripluie, 
fo  can  he  alfo  work  by  dreams.  All  the  fearful 
and  mifcrable  dreams  which  he  tormented  me 
with,  fuch  as  dying  by  fuicide,  being  thrown  intq 
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wells,  and  down  unfathomable  precipices,  and 
being  burnt  alive,  and  of  coming  to  the  worft 
of  ends,  and  dying  innumerable  deatlis;  have 
none  of  them,  as  yet,  come  to  pafs ;  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve they  ever  will ;  whereas  the  dreams  which 
came  from  God  all  came  to  pafs.  One  which  I  had 
in  ray  diflxefs  w^s,  I  was  climbing  up  the  outfide 
of  a  moft  fpacibus  fine  building,  but  many  ene- 
mies oppofed  me ;  but  I  gained  the  height  in  fpitc 
of  them  all. 

Another  was  a  moft  furious  attack  of  a  dread- 
ful and  formidable  monfter  to  devour  me;  but, 
though  he  made  feveral .  attempts,  yet  he  could 
not  come  near  me  by  feveral  feet.  I  wondered  at 
this,  aiid,  looking  up,  faw  a  beautiful  man  fmiling 
at  me,  and  holding  ^  chain  in  his  hand,  which 
chain  was  round  the  body  of  the  beaft,  juft  as  a 
monkey  is  chained.  And  I  believe  the  Saviour 
holds  the  devil  in  chains  to  this  day;  fo  that  he 
cannot  dcftroy  God*s  people,  though  lie  often 
tries. 

I  had  another  dream,  which  was  that  of  two 
innumerable  armies  drawn  up  to  engage  on  a 
very  high  and  fpacious  plain.  I  was  there  to 
watch  their  motions,  and  to  bear  tidings ;  and,  as 
foon  as  they  began  to  engage,  off  I  fet  over  the 
plain  and  down  into  a  narrow  road,  through  a 
low  and  hollow  field :  the  cannon  and  mulkets 
roaring  as  I  ran,  I  thought  they  might  kill  me ; 
but,  looking  towards  the  plain,  I  faw  a  very  high 
7  ftone 
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i^one  wall  between  me  and  the  plain^  and  that 
the  plain  was  level  with  the  top  of  the  wall,  and 
the  viUage  to  which  I  bore  tidings  was  in  a  lane 
at  the  bottom  of  the  field  in  which  I  was.  Soon 
after  this  the  war  broke  out ;  and  I  have  borne 
tidings  throughout  this  war,  and  the  wall  of  fal^ 
vation  hath  pjroteAcd  both  me,  and  thofe  who  have 
received  my  tidings,  even  to  this  day. 

Soon  after  this  I  had  another  dream,  which 
was,  that  I  faw  a  very  high  and  ftrong  fence^ 
fomewhat  like  pofts  and  rails,  but  exceeding 
ftrong,  and  the  top  of  it  reached  to  the  clouds ; 
on  the  other  fide  I  faw  a  numerous  herd  of  black 
bulls,  exceeding  fierce,  and  they  leaped,  many  of 
them,  clear  over  this  high  fence.  When  I  awoke, 
I  conceived  the  high  fence  to  be  the  laws  of  na- 
tions, and  the  boundaries  or  frontiers  of  countries; 
and,  when  I  heard  how  the  French  overran  divers 
nations,  and  how  the  difafFedted  were  let  Icofc 
here  among  us,  I  thought  of  the  fat  bulls  of  Ba* 
Ihan,  menlioned  in  the  Pfalms  and  other  fcrip- 
tures.  Some  I  faw  in  my  dream  could  not  leap 
over,  and  thofe  that  did  could  not  deftroy  the 
fence,  for  that  ftood  firm,  juft  as  it  was.  And  fo 
I  have  fcen  it :  the  bulwarks  of  national  laws  ftand 
as  they  did ;  and  our  difafFc6led,  who  tried  hard 
to  leap  over,  could  not ;  and  thofe  that  did  will 
never  leap  back  again.  This  my  dream  came 
frefh  to  my  mind  when  I  faw  in  the  newfpapers 
fhat  the  French  commandex  in  Italy  informed  the 
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Direftory  of  his  engagement  on  tht  mountains^^ 
faying  that  *^  his  army  fought  above  the  clouds." 

Thus  I  have  informed  my  dear  lifter  of  the  va- 
rious applications  of  the  moft  terrible  paffages  o# 
fcripture  to  me  in  ray  deepeft  diftrefs,  and  of  the 
fearful  dreams ;  neither  of  which  came  to  pafs,  be- 
ing the  work  of  the  devil,  to  keep  me  from  Chrift. 
And  this  I  was  confirmed  in  by  the  Lord's  vifits 
to  me ;  for  every  glimpfe  that  I  had  of  the  Saviour 
difperfed  thefe  difmal  things ;  but,  when  he  with- 
drew, then  they  came  again.  •   It  is  with  the  feek- 
ing  finner  as  it  was  with 'the  lunatic  in  the  gofpel, 
while  he  was  coming  to  Chrift  the  devil  threw 
him  down.    Luke  ix.   42.     Furthermore:   not 
only  by  fearful  dreams  and  falfe  applications  hath 
Satan  diftrefled  me,  but  even  by  horrible  fenfa- 
tions  in  the  night ;  and  that  even  when  I  have 
gone  to  my  bed  in  the  moft  profoxind  peace  and 
tranquillity,  without  the  leaft  fenfe  of  any  guilt, 
Ihynefs,  or  diftance,  between  me  and  my  God ; 
yea,  and  fometimes  when  I  have  been  much  fa- 
voured with  his  fenfible  prefence  overnight.     I 
have  often,  in  former  years,  waked  up  in  the  dead 
of  the  night,  and  felt  that  my  comforts  were  all 
gone,  and  a  moft  melancholy  and  difmal  gloom 
hung  upon  ray  mind,  and  fuch  horrors  and  ter- 
rors had  fucceeded  as  quite  terrified  me,  and  fuch 
darknefs  as  might  be  felt,  with  a  multitude  of  the 
moft  ghaftly  fpedres  drawn  upon  my  imagina- 
tion, with  deatb^and  the  grave  reprefcnted  in  their 
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moft  dreadful  forms  and  awful  confequcnces, 
Thefe  things  drove  me  to  examine  myfelf,  and  to 
feek  the  face  of  the  Lord ;  and,  when  I  found  that 
4)rayer  difpelled  them,  and  the  Lord  appeared  ftill. 
propitious  to  me,  and  that  none  of  thefe  things 
brought  any  guilt  on  my  confcience,  and  that 
they  were  not  attended  with  the  burden  of  tmpar- 
doned  fin,  nor  with  the  piercing  fenfations  of  un- 
appeafed  wrath,  nor  with  the  curfe  of  the  law,  nor 
with  the  apprehenfions  of  an  angry  God,  nor 
with  any  dread  of  damnation ;  I  concluded  that 
they  came  from  the  devil,  and  the  word  of  God 
bore  me  out :  *^  He  that  dwelJeth  in  the  fecret 
place  of  the  Moft  High  fliall  abide  under  the  fha- 
dow  of  the  Almighty ;  fuch  Ihall  not  be  afraid  for 
the  terror  by  night,  nor  for  the  arrow  that  flieth 
by  day;  nor  for  the  peftilence  that  walketh  in 
darknefs,  nor  for  the  deftrudlion  that  wafteth  at 
noon  day."  Pfalm  xc.  I  was  not  a  littie  exer- 
cifed  with  very  foul  dreams  alfo,  but  prayer  re- 
moved them  all;^  and  Satan  hath  dropped  this 
method  of  proceeding  againft  me  for  many  years, 
for  he  knows  that  I  am,  in  fome  meafure,  up 
to  it. 

Now,  as  Satan  thus  works  againft  fenfible  fin- 
ners,  whofe  hearts  are  honeft,  and  who  come  con- 
ftantly  to  the  light  to  have  their  real  flate  difco- 
vered,  and  who  are  made  willing  to  take  up  the 
crofs,  to  follow  Chrift,  and  to  be  faved  by  him ; 
I  fay,   as  Sataijt  works  againft  thefe  by  fearful 
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dreams,  and  applications  of  the  moit  terrible  paf- 
fages  of  fcripture ;  fo,  on  the  other  hand,  by  ap- 
plying the  promifes  to  hypocrites,  and  by  encou- 
raging dreams,  he  alfo  deceives  them,  and  leads 
them  into  perilous  prefumption.  I  onq^,  was  ac- 
quainted with  a  great  profeffor,  who  was  a  man 
of  much  wealth,  and  who  flood  very  high  in  his 
confidence,  too  high  to  admit  of  any  doubting  in 
believers.  This  perfon  invited  me  and  my  wife 
to  come  and  dine  with  him,  which  we  did ;  and 
he  told  us  of  a  wonderful  view  that  he  had  had, 
and  of  a  voice  that  had  fpoken  to  him ;  both  of 
which  were  refpe6ling  the  fonfliip  of  Chrift ;  and 
he  was  fo  pleafed  and  charmed  with  his  wild  conr 
ceit,  that  he  put  it  in  the  ncwfpaper.  He  and  1 
could  not  agree  in  our  opinions;  we  differed 
widely.  He  laboured  hard  to  gain  me  over  to  his 
fentiments,  but  I  was  inflexible ;  and  therefore  he 
ordered  me  out  of  his  houfe,  and  I  obeyed  and 
went  out ;  and,  as  foon  as  I  was  gone  out,  I  told 
my  wife  that  that  man  would  go  mad ;  and^  about 
feven  years  after  that,  he  went  raving  mad,  and 
died  fo. 

I  knew  another,  a  woman,  and  a  very  fenfible 
one,  and  who  attended  for  many  years  one  of  the 
brighteft  miniflers  which  the  church  of  England 
hath  lately  been  honoured  with,  and  was  very 
fond  of  his  miniflxy ;  nor  could  Ihe  fit  under  any 
other.  This  woman  had  the  promifes  of  th^ 
gofpel  continually  applied,  to  her,  as  ihe  thought^ 
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and  incntioned  many  of  them  to  me ;  and  I  once 
alked  her  how  it  was  that  none  of  them  came  to 
pafs  ?  She  replied,  "  I  know  that  they  muft  all 
be  fulfilled,"  and  added,  "  God  cannot  be  juft 
except  h«  does  fulfil  them."  Soon  after  this  (he 
had  hear<i  that  I  had  infifted  that  God  required 
woi'fhip  in  fpirit  and  in  truth ;  and  that  a  form 
of  prayer  was  not  fufficient ;  and  that  fome  things 
in  our  forms  of  prayer  were  repugnant  to  fcrip- 
ture.  At  this  Ihe  was  much  exafperated,  and  faid, 
"  Such  a  fellow  as  that  prefume  to  take  the  work 
of  our  great  reformers  to  pieces  !"  At  laft  Ihe  be- 
gan to  fink  in  her  confidence,  and  fearful  bondage 
came  upon  her,  which  made  her  a  burden  to  her- 
felf,  and  to  all  about  her.  A  near  relation  of 
hers  brought  her  up  to  my  houfe  in  Winchefter- 
Row ;  but  I  was  not  at  home.  The  requeft  of  her 
relation  was,  that  fhe  might  come  and  lodge  and 
board  with  me.  My  wife  gave  her  to  underftand 
that  it  would  not  be  agreeable ;  fo  flie  went  away, 
and  not  long  afterwards  Ihe  hung  herfelf  upon 
her  bed's  head ;  which  fully  convinced  me  that  the 
implacable  enemy  of  mankind  had  deceived  her 
by  applying  thofe  promifes  to  her. 

Poor  Tom  Smith,  whom  you  know,  or  at  leaft 
have  heard  fomething  of,  was  wonderfully  toffed 
to  and  fro,  up  and  down,  this  way,  by  every  ferip- 
ture  that  came  to  his  mind,  however  contradictory; 
as  for  inflance ;  at  fome  times  the  Lord  had  told 
him  he  was  to  go  and  fettle  at  fuch  a  place,  and 
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^eh  another  text  contradicted  it,  that  he  was  to 
ftay  where  he  was.     He  mentioned  to,  me  the 
fearful  ftate  that  he  had  been  in,  and  the  tempt- 
ations that  he  had  to  fuicide,  and  of  the  people 
that  were  gathered  together  about  him  in  this  his 
diftrefs^  and  of  the  fudden  deliverance^  from  mi- 
fery  to  laughter,  by  the  application  of  st  paiiage 
of  fcripture,  which  I  now  forget,  and  which  fixft 
fet  him  off  in  a  profeifion^  as  one  that  had  ob- 
tained mercy ;  and  of  his  joining  himfelf  to  a, 
church  in  the  country;    and,  after  fome  time, 
that  one  of  my  pamphlets  fell  into  his  hands,  and 
of  his  reading  it ;  and  of  this  paflage  coming  into 
his  mind,  "  I  went  up  to  Jerufalem  to  fee  Peter." 
This  he  looked  upon  as  an  order  from  God  to 
come  to  London  to  fee  me ;  and  he  came,  but 
could  not  find  me,  and  therefore  went  back  again ; 
and,  if  I  miflake  not,  he  came  again,  and  found 
me  not.     However,  the  fame  text  followed  him, 
and  he  came  the  third  time,  if  I  miilake  not,  but 
not  fucceeding,  was  returning  home ;  but,  feeing 
a  road  acrofs  the  fields  which  led  to  Hampftead, 
fome  paflage  occurred  to  his  mind  directing  hinx 
to  go  there ;  and  thither  he  went,  and  inquired  of 
a  Ihoemaker  if  he  knew  me :  he  anfwered,  he  did, 
and  gave  him  a  ihilling,  and  fent  him  to  another 
perfon  in  Hampftead,  who  knew  where  I  lived ; 
he  gave  him  a  dire.(?iion  to  me,  and  put  fixpence 
more  into  his  hand.    This  appeared  a  kind  Pro- 
vidence, for  he  h^d  no  money  in  his  pocket ;  it 
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fcrv^cd  alio  to  confirm  him  that  he  was  right  in 
fecking  me.  At  firft  I  could  make  nothing  of 
him,  but*thought  him  deranged,  and  gave  him  a 
trifle.'  'However,  he  kept  coming  to  me ;  for.  Pro-* 
tidencc  thus  appearing  for  him  confirmed  him 
more  and  more  that  he  was  to  go  and  fee  his  fiip- 
^ofed  Peter;  but,  when  he  began  to  fink,  and 
found  his  hopes  give  way,  and  madneis  come  on^ 
he  was  much  afloniihed  that  he  could  be  thus  de- 
ceived, but  was  forced  to  own  that  the  whole  was 
nothing  but  the  works  of  the  devil ;  and,  indeed, 
fclf-abhorrence,  godly  forrow,  evangelical  repent- 
ance flowing  from  pardoning  love,  tendeniefs, 
meeknefs,  and  an  abiding  fenfe  of  his  infufllciency 
for  the  great  work,  never  appeared  in  him. 

I  once  knew  a  gracious  woman  who  laboured 
long  under  heavy  perfecution  both  from  her  huf- 
band  and  his  friends,  and  who  was  long  kept  in 
fears  and  diftrefs  by  the  following  text :  **  He  will 
furely  violently  turn  and  tofs  thee  like  a  ball  into 
a  large  country :  there  Ihalt  thou  die.'*  Ifa.  xxii. 
18.  It  is  fpoken  of  Shebna's  captivity,  who  was 
fteward  and  treafurer  of  the  king's  houfehold ;  and 
the  devil  applied  it  to  this  poor  woman,  and  flie 
conftrued  it  to  mean  that  perfecution  was  coming 
on  the  church,  and  that  Ihe  fliould  be  baniflied 
into  a  ftrange  (:ountry  for  her  religion.  And  true 
enough  (he  was,  for  foon  after  (he  died^  and  made 
a  jnoft  glorious  end^  nor  was  there  any  violent 

turnings  or  toflings'  in  her  deaths  for  ihe  was  taken 
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ill,  and  died  in  lels  than  ten  hours  after.  That 
the  devil  can  apply  fcripture  when  it  will  ferve 
his  own  tum>  and  promote  his  own  intereft.  His 
aims  with  the  children  of  Grod  are  to  difcourage 
them,  to  raife  doubts  in  the  mind>  and  to  fiir  up  un-^ 
belief;  to  call  the  truth  of  God,  and  the  work  of 
God  on  their  fouls,  into  queftion,  that  they  may 
murmur,  rebel,  be  difcontented  with  their  ftate,and 
unthankful  to  God  for  what  they  have.  And  here 
he  often  prevails  by  damping  their  afiedlions,  and 
fo  robs  Grod  of  his  praife  and  glory,  by  tempting 
the  believer  that  he  has  no  grace  to  thank  God 
for ;  and  this  he  partially  believes,  and  fo  holchi 
back  the  Lord's  revenue.  This  is  a  temptation^ 
it  is  plain,  becaufe  every  viiitation  of  God  difprove^ 
it,  and  expels  it. 

By  applying  fcripture  the  devil  encourages  the 
prefumptuous,  and  blows  them  up  with  pride  and 
vain  confidence,  to  dream  of  the  goodncfs  of  their 
ftate,  without  any  fight  or  fenfe  of  the  heinoufnefs 
of  fin,  or  any  humility  under  it,  or  forrow  on  the 
account  of  it,  and  even  to  expedl  the  great  reward 
of  inheritance  without  either  pardon,  righteouf- 
nefs,  or  holinefs,  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which  alone 
can  give  us  right  unto  it,  and  meetnefs  for  it. 
Under  thefe  delufions  the  confciences  of  fome 
are  feared,  fo  that  they  have  no  bands  in  their 
death ;  and  the  prefumptuous,  he  goes  on  till  his 
hope  expires  with  him :  '^  Their  hope  ihall  be  as 
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the  giving  up  of  the  ghoft."*  Job  xi.  7X3.  hk 
HioTt,  every  believer  is  confcious  to  hinifelf  that 
he  has  a  claim  upon  God,  as  his  covenant  God^ 
and  an  intereft  in  him*  This  is  made  manifeft  to 
him  by  the  Spirit^s  work,  and  by  tKb  Witnefs 
which  the  Spirit  bears  with  our  fpirits ;  and  fuch 
fouls  do  expeA  to  be  dealt  with  as  fons,  not  as 
(laves  or  criminals;  and  that  the  promifes  are  yea 
and  amen  in  Chrift,  and  the  reward  fure  to  all 
ihe  feed ;  a  daily  crois,  and  an  ever-abiding  Com- 
forter; profperity  and  adverfity;  purging  the 
branch  with  trials^  and  making  it  moie  fruitful  by 
frefh  indulgences,  and  with  union  and  communion 
with  the  living  Vine.  Thus  the  (heep,  which  en- 
ter by  the  right  door,  go  in  and  out,  and  find 
pafture.  When  God  fpeaks  to  his  children  his 
word  never  contradicts,  but  always  agrees  widi 
that  teaching  which  the  holy  anointing  teachedi. 
Sometimes  God  fpeaks  to  encourage  hope  and 
expedlation,  as  to  Habakkuk :  ^'  The  viiion  is  for 
an  appointed  time ;  wait  for  it.**  Sometimes  to 
ftipport  and  fortify :  "  Fear*  none  of  thofe  things 
which  thou  ihalt  fuffer :  behokl,  the  devil  ihall 
cafl  fome  of  you  into  prifon,  that  ye  may  be  tried; 
and  ye  jfhall  have  tribulation  ten  days/*  Some- 
times he  fpeaks  to  fiir  up  diligence :  *•  Seek  ye  my 
fece."  And  fometimes  to  encourage  to  prayer; 
*'  Let  me  fee  thy  countenance^  let  me  hear  thy 
voice/*  But  either  power,  life,  peace,  mercy^  or 
love,  always  attend  his  voice  to  thofe  that  love 
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his  name.  But  fure  I  am  that  he  never  will  fend 
a  word  to  the  hearts  of  his  children  to  make 
them  mourn  after  his  prefence  all  their  days^  and 
yet  mourn  in  vain.  No :  they  that .  mourn  fliall 
be  comforted :  "  This  people  have  I  formed  for 
m)rfelf ;  theylhall  Ihew  forth  my  praife."  And  aU 
real  praife  muft  fpring  from  his  fenfible  preience, 
not  his  abfence ;  from  his  goodnefs,  not  his  anger. 
Therefore  expedl  the  fulfilment  of  his  promifes : 
*^  I  will  bear  them  from  the^  womb,  and  to  your 
old  age  I  am  he ;  and  to  hoary  hairs  will  I  carry 
you ;  even  I  will  bear,  and  I  will  deliver  you/-* 
Dear  lifter^  adi^u* 


Ever  yours  in  faith  and  aiFe<5UoQy 


Tbe  Dcfcrt,  NOCTUA  AURITA* 
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LETTER    XXXVIL 


To  NOCTUJ  JURITAy  in  the  De/eru 


I  w  A.8  very  glad  to  hear,  by  one  of 
your  friends  frpfn  London,  that  your  health  was 
much  eftat)lifh|ed.by.ypur  lat£  excurfion.  I  fin- 
cerelyhope  it  may  pleafe  God .  to  continue  it  to 
you ;  and  likewife  that  it  would  pleafe  him  that 
you  may  again  have  a  proff)erou8  journey  to  us, 
that  you-  may  come  in-  the  fulnefe  of  the  bleflings 
of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift.  I  would  it  was  in  my 
power  to  fay  a  great  deal  about  what  I  received 
from'  yoiwr  laft  letter.  But  I  have  apparently  loft 
all  that  I  then  received  from  it.  Had  I  wrote  at 
the  time  I  received  it,  I  do  not  know  where  my 
pen  would  have  run  to  :  and  this  was  what  kept 
me  from  writing ;  for  my  mind  has  been  forely 
exercifcd  about  my  having  made  fo  free  with  you, 
in  writing  you  fuch  long  letters.  But,  whether 
this  diilrefs  conies  from  Satan  or  not,  I  have  not 
wifdom  to  difcover,  Howevpr,  at  the  time  I  read 
your  letter  it  did  fweetly  confirm  the  work  on  my 
foul,  and  I  feemed  to  be  brought  to  a  point  about 
every  ^t]^g  that  b^id  t»^a  done  upon  me.    But 

now 
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now  I  have  loft  all ;  and  I  begin  to  call  almoil 
every  thing  in  queftion. 

It  is  in  vain  for  ttie  to  attempt  to  defcribe  the 
darknefs^  dfcadnefs,  fretfulnefs,  ^d  rebellion, 
which  I  feel  within.  I  complain  with  David, 
that  '^myftrength  is  dried  upJikeapotlhiffd.'* 
I  do  believe  that  there  never  was  fuch  a  compofi- 
tion  of  ingredients  in  the  world  before  as  I  am 
made  up  of.  I  am  unftable  as  watery  my  ftrength 
16  fo  fmall  that  I  faipt  in  every  day.  of  advqrfity 
However,  it  can  be  of  no  ufc  troubling  you  with, 
fuch  things  as  thefe ;  therefore  I  muO:  conplude ; 
but,  amidft  all,  believe  me  ever  to  remain 


«. 

n 


Your  afFeftionate  fi-?cnd  ^ 


In  the  briers  and  thonw,  PHILOMELA.- 


The  mailer  defircs  his  kind  love  to  you.     I  fend 
you  this  only  by  way  of  telling  you  tliat  I  can- 
.  not  write. 


P  4  IsETTtH 
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LETTER    XXXVIII. 


■   To  PHJIOMELJ,  in  the  King's  Dale, 


I  PROMISED  tnyfelf  much  happineft 
And  fatisfaAlon  in  the  hope  and  profpeft  I  had 
of  one  ijiore  interview  with  you  at  GaflTon-s  Bower; 
OTd  I  have  no  doubt  but  you  expedled  a  lecond 
benefit  in  hearing  the  joyful  found  once  more  in 
the  old  barn.  But,  alas !  qur  purpofes  were 
broken  off^,,^fvcn  the  thoughts  of  our  heart.  Job 
xvii.  11.  We  decreed  the  thing,  but  it  w^s  not 
eftabliihed  unto  us*  I  was  to  go  to  the  bam^  ,and 
you'fick  to  bed.  O,  the  difappointmentJ  Had 
I  fet  out  on  a  tour  of  pleafure  I  might  juftly  have 
expected  it ;  but  I  went  hoping  and  expedting  to 
hear  the  voice  of  my  beloved.  And  was  ypu  dif- 
appoint(*d  ?  Is  there  no  voice  but  that  of  the  chief 
Shepherd  by  the  mouth  of  his  fervants  ?  Is  there 
pot  a  voice  in  providence?  And  is  there  not  ^ 
voip0  in  his  rod  ?  ^*  The  Lord's  voice  crieth  unto 
the  city,  and  the  man  oF  wifdojn  ihall  fee  thy 
jfiame ;  hear  yp  the  rod,  and  who  hath  appointee} 
it.'*  Micah  vi.  9-  The  Lord's  voice  erietb  to  the 
pity  of  Zion  ngw  as  well  as  to  Jepifalem  in  the 
days  pf  old  j  and  thofe  \yho  hftve  y^ifc^om  Ihall 

fee 
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ke  the  Lord^s  name ;  and  that  name  is  the  angd 
of  the  covenant,  who  went  in  the  cloudy  pillar 
through  the  wildeme&.    This  name  is  to  be  feen 

• 

by  thofe  who  have  wifdom  in  the  hidden  parts  of 
the  heart :  "  AH  the  churches  Ihall  know  that  1 
am  he  that  fcarcheth  the  reins  ai^id  the  hearts.** 
Therefore  hear  ye  the  rod,  and  who  hath  ap^ 
pointed  it ;  for  all  thefe  things  are  appointed  for 
theey  and  many  fuch  things  are  with  him. 

I  was  much  furprifed  laft  I^rdVday  to  hear 
that  thou  waft  not  as  yet  returned  to  the  KingV 
Dale,  but  that  you  was  in  hope  of  quitting  the. 
Bower  this  week,  being  fomewhat  reftored  to 
health  again.  I  wiih  much  to  know  whether  this 
hath  been  among  the  all  things  that  work  togcx 
ther  for  good  to  them  that  love  God«  Hath  he 
fulfiUed  his  promife  ?  Hath  he  ifarengthened  thee 
upon  the  bed  of  languiihing  ?  Hath  he  made  all 
thy  bed  in  thy  lickneis  ?  I  am  perfuaded  by  the 
Lord  that- he  doth  not  afHidi  willingly,  nor  grieve 
the  children  of  men.  Lam.  iii.  33.  It  is  to  empty 
us  of  felf,  that  we  may  favour  more  of  him  and 
of  his  good  ointments.  If  the  veffel  of  mercy 
goes  but  for  a  fhort  fpaoe  without  the  rod,  with- 
out the  crofs,  without  difcipline,  without  afflic- 
tions, without  the  furnace,  it  foon  fettles  upon  its 
eld  lees,  ^nd  thp  fcent  remains,  and  we  favour  not 
of  the  things  of  God,  but  thofe  of  fiefh  and  blood, 
^andtified  trials  baniih  the  fpirit  of  this  world 
fixwn  the  vmdy  m^  keep  thofe  worldly  cares 

(which 
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(Tirhich  too  often  choke  the  word)  from  rooting  in 
'  &t  heart.     When  God  comes  with  a  fiery  trial  he 
goes  through  thefe  briers  and  thorns^  and  con* 
iTumes  them  all  together*  lia.  xxvii.  4.     It  was 
thefe  that  overtopped  the  good  feed  in  the  thorny- 
ground  hearers.     Fi^  trials  fcorch  thefe  at  the 
root,  and  the  blafts  of  divine  lefentment  wither 
them ;  and  legal  bondage  to  fear  drives  us  to  care 
f(»:  matters  more  weighty,  and  to  feek  for  a  more 
enduring  fubftance ;  and,  when  fenfible  union  with 
the  living  Vine  begins  again  to  take  place,  a  bet- 
ter crop  is  produced.    **  Inftead  of  the  thorn  ihall 
come  up  the  fir-tree,  and  ihftead  of  the  brier  IhaJl 
come  up  the  myrtle-tree :  and  it  Ihall  be  to  the 
Lcwrd  for  a  name,  for  an  everlafting  fign  that  fliall 
not  be  cut  off."   Ifa.  Iv.  13.     Divine  life  within, 
and  a  verdant  profeffioh  without,  make  the  be- 
liever appear  as  a  fir-tree,  the  fap  of  which  is  al* 
ways  up,  and  the  leaf  of  which  is  never  withered, 

« 

but  always  green  ;  and,  when  the  robe  of  humility 
•is  put  on,  and  the  influences  of  divine  grace  pa:- 
fume  the  foul,  it  is  like  the  myrtle,  low,  greenj 
and  fragrant;  and  where  thefe  things  are  expe- 
rienced, enjoyed,  and  felt,  it  is  to  be  to  the  Lord  for 
a  name ;  it  is  the  fulfilment  and  full  proclamation 
of  the  name  of  the  Lord,  proclaimed  before  Mofes; 
I  mean,  that  of  the  Lord's  being  gracious  and 
merciful,  flow  to  anger,  abundant  in  goodnefs  and 
truth,  pardoning  iniquit}*-,  tranfgrefifion,  and  fin, 
&Ct  &Ct  And,  as  this  is  to  be  to  the  Lord  for  a  name 

of 
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of  praife^  fo  it  is«to  be  to  the  Lord  God  for  sA 
cverlafting  lign  that  Ihall  not  be  cut  off.  Ifa.  Iv.  13. 
It  is  like  the  rainbow,  that  is  a  iign  to  God  of  the 
promife  that  he  hath  made  to  all  men,  that  he  will 
drown  the  world  no  more,  and  a  lign  to  man  that 
he  fhall  not  be  drowned.    But  to  us  the  former  is 
a  lign  that  God  will  no  more  be  wrath  with  us 
nor  rebuke  us,  and  a  fure  lign  to  us  that  we  never 
ihall  be  drowned  in  deftruAion  and  perdition. 
The  fir  and  the  myrtle  Ihall  not  be  cut  off;  they 
never  fhall  be  cut  afunder  with  the  fword  of  juf- 
tice,  nor  be  feparated  from  the  communion  and 
fellowlhip  of  God  the  Father,  and  God  the  Son : 
they  Ihall  ever  abide  in  the  favour  of  both.     I 
think  my  dear  lifler  is  a  good  deal  relapfed  into 
legal  bondage ;  fhe  has  loft  the  Lord's  prefence 
with  refpedt  to  fenfible  enjoyment ;  and  now  fhe 
lives  too  near  home  fhe  creeps  too  much  into  felf, 
and  pores  too  much  over  the  members  and  mo- 
tions of  the  old  man ;  and  fhe  has  lived  upon  the 
old  ftock  of  paft  experiences  fo  long  that  fhe  has 
nothing  left  but  the  bare  remembrance  of  tfiem, 
and  the  hope  which  paft  experience  hath  wrought 
in  her.     Manna  in  the  wildemefs  was  to  be  ga- 
thered  every  day,  except  the  fabbath;  and  you 
Jcnow  that  hidden  manna  is  promifcd  to  us  under 
the  gofpcL     Water  from  the  rock  followed  Ifrael, 
and  they  drank  of  it  i  and  we  have  the  promife  of 
being  watered  every  moment,  and  of  being  kept 
night  and  day.   When  the  land  of  Canaan  was  to 

reft 
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left  on  the  fcventh  year,  a  bleiSng  was  promifed 
on  the  fixth ;  and  on  the  eighth  year,  when  the 
jiew  crop  came  in,  fome  of  the  old  ftore  was  to  be 
founds  that  the  houfeholder  might  mix  it  with  the 
new.    And  every  fcribe  inftrudled  unto  the  king- 
dom of  God  is  to  be  like  one  of  thofe  old  houfe- 
holders ;  he  is  to  bring  forth  out  of  his  treafures 
things  new  and  old.   But  who  are  thefe  ftores  for  ? 
The  Lord  tells  you :  "  At  our  gates  are  all  man* 
ner  of  pleafant  fruits,  new  and  old,  which  I  have 
laid  up  for  thee,  O  my  beloved !"   Song  vii.  13. 
The  paflbver  offering  was  to  be  offered  up  but 
once  in  a  year,  in  remembrance  of  Ifrael's  great 
^eliyerance,  and  to  lead  theix'  faith  to  their  great 
Deliverer  then  to  come,  and  to  a  greater  deliver* 
ance  by  him  ;  and  we  know  that  Chrift  our  paiT- 
over  w^s  facrificed  for  us,  and  we  are  to  keep 
the  feaft.     But  then  there  was    to   be  a  lamb 
offered  every  morning  and  evening  throughout 
the  year,  which  was  called  the. daily  facrifice; 
and  with  which  was  to  be  offered  a  perpetual  in- 
cenfe.     This  was  to  lead  their  faith  to  look  daily 
to  the  Lamb  of  God,  both  for  help  and  for  life ; 
and  the  fweet  perfume  of  un^uous  prayer  and 
praife,  under  the  influeiice  of  the  fpirit  of  fuppli- 
cation,  mufl,  as  our  incenfe,  attend  pur  daily  looks 
to   the  Lamb  flain  from   the  foundation  of  the 
world.     We  are  to  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of 
God,  who  loved  us,  and  gave  himfelf  for  us. 
At  thy  firft  dcUverawo  thpu  hadlt  Uttk  €«e  but 

banqueting 


banqueting  for  s(  whole  year ;  then  came  weaning 
time ;  the  breaft  was  put  up,  and  flronger  meat 
was  brought  forth ;  the  fincere  milk  of  the  word 
was  left  for  other  little  ones,  who  are  coming  after, 
and  for  thofe  who  are  unlkilful  in  the  word  of 
righteoufnefs ;  whilil  knowledge  and  underftand* 
ing  are*  to  feed  them  which  are  of  full  age.  E«e- 
kiel's  roll  and  John's  little  book,  were  both  to  be 
eaten,  and  they  were  fweet  in  their  mouth ;  but^ 
when  they  cam«(  into  the  belly,  and  difcovered  all 
the  innermoft  parts  of  that,  attended  with  the 
eandle  of  the  Lord,  it  caufed  much  bitlemefs  there, 
through  the  riiings  of  inbred  con-uptions  againft 
the  heavenly  contents.  John's  little  book  pro- 
duced the  wife  man^s  twofold  ingredients :  ^*  llic 
heart  knoweth  its  own  bittemefs ;  and  a  flranger 
intermeddleth  not  with  his  joy.*'  And  this  hath 
been  the  experience  of  all  that  ever  received  the 
word  of  God  in  power,  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and 
with  much  aflurance.  As  for  thofe  who  receive 
it  into  their  head,  and  have. their  natm-al  paflions 
moved  and  ftirred  up  under  the  found  of  it,  their 
joys  feem  long  to  abide;  they  are  always  the 
fame ;  they  have  no  changes  of  joy  and  bitternefs, 
profpcrity  and  adverfity ;  they  are  not  in  trouble 
as  other  men,  nor  plagued  as  the  people  of  God 
are ;  their  ftrength  is  firm,  until  God's  fan,  or  the 
midnight  cry,  comes  on  them ;  and  then  all  their 
joys  wither,  like  grafs  upon  the  houfe-top, "  where- 
with the  mower  fiUeth  not  his  hand,  nor  he  that 

bindeth 
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bindeth  iheaves  his  bofom/*  But  God^s  choice  of 
ins  people  is  made  raanifeft  to  them  in  the  furnace 
of  afBi6lion.  When  temptation  and  perfecution 
began  to  &11  heavy  upon  the  apdSies  and  primi^ 
tive  faints^  when  the  fun  waxed  hot^  and  the 
fiery  trial  came  on,  the  wayfide  hearers^  the  flony 
and  thorny-ground  hearers^  thofe  who  ^ent  a 
warfare  at  their  own  toQ:,  and  thofe  who  began  to 
build  and  were  not  able  to  finifh ;  all  went  back 
and  fell  away.  But  God  will  bring  his  own  eledt 
through  fire  and  through  water :  the  former  fhall 
not  kindle  upon  them^  nor  ihall  the  latter  drown 
them ;  in  the  ftunace  their  ele<5lion  is  made  fure 
to  them ;  "  I  will  bring  the  third  part  through 
the  fire^and  will  purify  them  as  filver  is  purified^ 
and  try  them  as  gold  is  tried ;  they  ihall  call  upon 
my  name^  and  I  will  hear  them,,  and  I  will  fay,  It 
is  my  people,  and  they  ihall  fay,  The  Lord  is  my 
God.'*  Here  is  God's  acknowledgment  of  them ; 
he  is  not  afhamed  to  be  called  their  God :  and 
here  is  their  warrantable  and  compulfive  claim 
upon  him.  By  the  faith  of  God's  eleft  they  ihall 
iay.  The  Lord  is  my  God,  And  would  my  dear 
fifier  efcape  the  furnace?  Would  ihe  wiih  to 
carry  all  her  drofs  and  tin  with  her  ?  Would  ihe 
defire  a  whole  heart  that  needs  no  phyfician? 
Doth  not  the  Lord  promife  to  look  to,  and  dwell 
with,  them  that  are  of  .an  humble  and  a  contrite 
heart,  and  tremble  at  his  word  ?  to  revive  the  heart 
of  the  humble,  and  the  fpirit  of  the  contrite  ones? 

.  Come^ 


Come,  old  girl,  thou  baft  been  compaifing  the 
old  mount,  and  poring  over  the  old  fretting  le^ 
profy  long  enough ;  look  once  more,  with  Jonah, 
towards  the  holy  temple.  Jonah  did  more  by 
looking  than  he  did  by  kicking.  Looking  at  the 
brazen  ferpent  had  better  eScA  than  looking  at 
the  bite',  or  complaining  of  the  pain.  Manoah 
and  his  wife  did  nothing  but  look  on  while  the 
angel  did  wonderoufly  before  them ;  and  this  was 
all  that  the  difdples  did  when  the  great  work  was 
finifhed.  There  was  none  to  help,  there  was 
none  to  uphold.  The  difciples  followed  to  fee 
the  end.  Matt.  xxvi.  58.  And  what  did  we  do 
when  the  great  work  was  wrought  in  us  ?  We 
looked  to  him,  and  were  faved;  we  looked  to 
him,  and  overcame  him.  And  we  muft  continue 
at  this;  we  muft  not  look  at  the  things  which 
are  feen,  for  they  difcourage  us,  but  at  the  things 
which  are  not  feen.  We  muft  look  at  the  eternal 
things  that  Chrift  is  in  full  poflellion  of  for  us ; 
yea,  we  muft  run  the  race  fet  before  us,  looking  to 
the  great  poffeflbr,  the  author  and  finilher  of  our 
faith. 

If  accufed  by  Satan,  law,  or  confcience,  where 
can  we  look  but  to  the  advocate  ?  If  exercifed 
with  God*8  chaftening  rod,  or  the  refledlions  of 
fatherly  anger,  there  is  no  where  to  look  but  to 
the  great  Mediator.  If  iniquities  prevail  againfl^. 
us,  there  is  no  hope  but  in  the  fountain  opened  by 
Chrift,  and  in  the  fulnefs  of  grace  treafured  up  in 

8  Chrift. 


(    324    ) 

CUrif^*    If  fick,  we  muik  loot  to  the  great  Phyfi- 
cian ;  if  our  own  heart  condemn  us^  to  the  end  of 
the  law  for  righteoufnefs ;  and,  if  weak,  to  the 
hope  of  his  people,  and  to  the  ftrength  of  the 
children  of  I&ael.    Doft  Ihou  believe,  my  filler, 
that  the  whole  body  myftical,  from  the  leaft  to 
the  greatefl,  is  complete  in  the  everlailing*Fatber, 
Head,  and  Reprefentative^  of  the  church  i  Canii: 
thou  believe  what  the  divine  Bridegroom  ailerts,. 
that  diofe  who  are  called  to  the  fellowfhip  of  him. 
are  all  fair,  and  that  there  is  no  fpot  in  them  ? 
Doft  thou  believe  that,  when  God  laid  our  fins 
upon  him,  his  righteoufiiels  became  ours  ?  that 
when  he  was   apprehended  we  were  let   go  ? 
that  when  he  died  we  fufFcred  the  law  in  him, 
who  is  a  part  of  ourfelves  ?  that  we  were  crucified 
with  Chrifl:,  and  with  his  dead  body  we  arofe  ?  that 
for  our  juftification  he  left  the  tomb,  and  we  were 
raifed  up,  and  made  to  fit  together  in  heavenly 
places  in  Chrift  Jefus ;  accepted  in  the  beloved, 
and  blefled  with  all  fpiritual  bleffings  in  him,  and. 
in  him  without  feulf  before  the  throne  ?  Hold  faft' 
then  the  head,  to  which  the  whole  body  is  knit 
and  joined,  and  from  which  the  divine  unAion  de- 
fcends  which  every  joint  fupplieth.    All  the  bands 
of  love  and  peace  which  hold  us  together,  and  all 
the  joints  of  union,  fricndihip,  judgment,  and  af- 
fe<Stion,  and  all  the  confirmation  and  renewing  of 
thefe,  are  oi*  him  and  from  him.     This  blefled 
headt  miniller^  nouriihment  to  the  whole  body, 

which 
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which  body  is  bound  up  in  the  bundle  of  life,  or 
in  the  bond  of  eternal  love  with  the  Lord  our 
God. 

The  temptations  and  trials  which  have  lately 
fallen  to  thy  Ihare  are  no  other  than  fuch  as  are 
comin6n  to  men.     After  I  had  been  for  a  conlider- 
able  time  mitch  indulged  with  the  Lord's  prefence, 
and  with  fuch  tender  mercy  and  loving-kindneft 
as  is  unfpeakable,  and  with  the  fuUeft  aflurance 
of  the  reality  of  the  work,  and  of  my  intereft  in 
his  everlafting  falvation,  infomuch  as  not  a  fear,  a 
fcruple,  or  even  the  fliadow  of  a  doubt,  remained 
about  it,  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  try  me  forely; 
not  only  with  the  lofs  of  thefe  heavenly  vifits, 
bleffings,  and  never-to-be-forgotten  fenfations,  but 
all  my  corruptions  appeared  in  all  their  infernal 
vigour.    This  funk  me;  and  peevifhnefs,  rebel* 
lion,  and  fretfiilnefs,  followed :   then  I  went  to 
ftriving  againft  fin  in  my  own  ftrength ;  and  this? 
betrayed  me  into  the  fhackles  of  legal  bondage, 
till  an  army  of  unexpefted  terrors  furrounded  me, 
and  the  apparent  anger  of  God,  as  I  then  fupppfed, 
purfued  roe  on  every  fide ;  and  Satan,  with  his 
6vil  infinuations,  fuggefted  to  me  that  all  was  a 
delofion;  that  Grod  had  done  it  to  extort  con- 
feffions  of  my  own  vilenefs  and  juft  deferts  from 
my  own  mouth,  that  he  might  condemn  me  by 
them.     And  here  I  was  almoft  ready  to  caft  away 
^1  my  confidence,  defpond,  and  get  into  madnefs« 
.Bat  the  Lord  fiilfilled  his  promife  again  and  again; 
•  '         .  Q  fer 
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ipr  he  re^vived  the  work^  apd  was  as  fute  to  ihiof 
upon  it,  and  bring  it  forth  to  (he  light  ^gain,  as 
ever  Satan  and  unbelief  were  to  call  it  in  quej(}:ton. 
And  fo  wilt  thou  find  it^  and  ib  thou  haft  often 
.found  it  already.  The  fentence  of  joftificatioa 
fttdles  through  the  court  of  coolcience  at  ooce^ 
and  feniibly  filences  every  accufer  that  the  poor 
.condemned  jinner  has.  Upon  this  both  law  and 
juiHce^  lin^  Sa^an,  and  confpience,  let  us  go ;  and 
^rom  that  hour  the  tree  of  righteoufn^fe  Qands 
complete  in  the  Lord^  having  both  rjghteouihcd^ 
and  flrengtli.  This  work  is  perfect,  and  is  n^t 
by  any  ipquilition  to  be  brought  into  court  ii^  pr- 
dcr  to  be  lifted  up  and  canvailed  ove^  again.  Thja 
would  reflcd  difhonour  upon  the  pmnifcieBt  aod 
Impartial  Judge.  No ;  but  when  God  hides  hig 
f;|9e  it  is  for  the  trial  of  our  fajkth,  and  that  by  his 
g9ing  and  cpming  he  pi9y  famili^ze  hiai|^f'toufl». 
and  be  the  better  knowQ  by  us,  and  that  we  maf 
be  led  to  difiinguiih  between  fi/efb  and  fpirit.  'jHiq 
adverfary  takes  advantage  of  theib  our  defertiop^ 
and  confutes  us,  and  cafts  us  into,  a  hafty  fyin% 
that  he  mav  confound  aud  baffle,  our  judgment; 
^d  when  we  are  filled  with  confufion  he  fpre^ 
a  difmal  ^loom  over  the  mi^d,  aivi  obfTcxueji  Ojor 
evidences ;  and  in  our  hurry  the  Spirit's  witaeCs  is 
not  attended  to.  But  when  the  Loi?d  cpnws  hp 
brings  us  forth  to  the  light  again,  and*  vrt  behold 
his  ri^hjeoufiiefs.  Then  for  pur  ihanae.  wp  re- 
ceive double,  and  for  confufion  we  rejpicc  in  pur 

portion  ; 
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•'portion ;  fe$ky  in tbtsWof Id  i^ p&ffdSA di»ubte^ and 
in  tlie  world  to  come  everlaflaig  joy  ihal!  be  unto 
H6  (I&.  Ixi.  7),  for  the  tnouth  of  the  Loid  hath 
fpokcnit. 

I  long  to  know  the  ft^te  of  your  corn,  whether 
your  lord  and  mafter  hath  waded  through  this 
unparalleled  harveft.  It  hath  fkllen  to  our  lot  to 
be  caft  on  liie  fiage  of  this  world  when  p^rfloim 
times  arc  come.  For  many  months  before  this 
war  broke  out  I  had  Ijttlo  before  my  eyes  but  ca- 
lamitous times,  arid  nothing  but  wars  and  rumours 
of  wars  followed  *  liiy  fears ;  and  now,  for  thefc 
five  months  back,  feminc  is  continually  in  tny 
view,  and  little  elfe  Upon  my  mind.  Seed-time 
and  harveft,  proitiifed  to  all,  feems  this  year  to  be 
denied  to  us.  -And  I'hate  long  prophelied  that 
the  awful  rebellion  dilbovered  in  this  hotir  of 
temptadoh  would  be  foUow'cd  by  fome  extemdi 
or  internal  judgment ;  by  famine,  peftilence,  (^ 
fomething  awful.  But  no  judgment  fo  fatal  ad  an 
internal  one ;  I  mean  that  of  being  given  up  t6 
bfindnefs  of  mind,  hardnefs  of  heart,  and  being 
left  under  the  awful  curfe  of  God.  Many  of  ouf 
impoftors  and  hypocrites  in  profeffkm  have  been 
fo  engage  in  pofitrcal  matters,  and  ih  the  con* 
cerm  of  government,  that  they  have  neglcftedthei^ 
lawful  calling,  and  the  concerns  of  their  fartittyi 
anS  have  brotrght  themfelves  to  want  bread.  But 
it  looks  now  s£9  if  they  muft  fetch  tip  thelt  loft 
t  Q2  time 


tune  by  woiiing  over-hours^  even  to  keep  thexn- 
felves  from  ftarving. 

I  know^  by  the  word  of  die  Lord,  that  oppref- 
fion  will  be  the  crying  fin  throughout  this  world 
when  the  Saviour  comes  to  take  to  himfelf  his 
great  power  to  reigm  And  this  fin  will  extort 
jinore  lamentable  cries  from  the  poor  and  needy 
than  even  Pharaoh's  cruelty  did  from  the  children 
of  .lirael ;  and  a  more  confpicuous  Deliverer  will 
appear  than  ever  Mofes  was.  Read  Pialm  Ixxii. 
And,  what  is  more  afioniihing,  I  have  fainted  in 
praying  God  to  remove  what  I  fee  to  be  coming 
on.  I  have  no  heart  to  pray  againfi  it,  my  iailh 
&ils ;  and,  if  1  attempt  it,  it  is  againfl:  wind  and 
tide,  for  the  Spirit  helps  me  not ;  nor  will  he  ever 
make  interceflion  for  us  contrary  to  the  will  of 
God.  Therefore  1  take  it  for  granted  that  it  is 
appointed  for  us^    Not  long  ago  our  opprefTor^ 

contrived  an.  artificial  famiuc.;  and  it  feems  now 

<  * 

as  if  God  Avould  fend  a  real  one,  that  the  opprefibr 
n^y  havean  opportunity  of  filling  up  his  mea- 
fure  I  for  fure  I  am  that  God  will  never  forget  that 
work*. 

At  prefent  I  am  butpoorly,  very  weak  inwardly^ 
whiph  makes  me  often  look  to  the  end  of  my 
xace ;  for,  look  which  way  I  may,  I  fee  nothing 
bmt  cauiea  of  grief  and  forrow ;  and  yet  the  whol$ 
bulk  of  profefibrs  feem  to  fit  fiill  and  be  at  xdL 

They  fee  the  wb9le  country  b^eijed  with  Jfofpel  mi* 
4  niftor?, 
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niflers^  and  the  Work  of  the  Lord  going  profpcr- 
oufly  on  every  where ;  but  I  am  fo  blind  that  I 
can  fee  nothing  of  it,  but  quite  the  reverfe ;  for, 
go  where  I  will,  I  find  here  and  there  a  poor  pe- 
rilhing  finncr  ftarving  for  want  of  the  bread  of 
life,  and  there  are  none  to  break  it  unto  diem.  In 
my  view  of  things  this  is  a  time  of  fpiritual  fa^ 
mine,  when  many  of  the  poor  and  needy  feek  wa-  • 
tcr,  and  there  is  none.  Wells  without  water,  and 
clouds  without  rain,  we  have  plenty;  but  the  mi-- 

'  niftry  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  power  of  God  Unto* 
ialvation,  is  rarely  to  be  foimd.  But  w;e  muft* 
leaye  the  government  upon  the  fhoulders  of  the 
wonderful  Counfellor ;  for  none  of  the  fubje6b  of 
his  kihgdom  Ihall  ever  perilh,  but  fhall  have  eter-' 
nal  life.  I  have  run  quite  out  of  the  way ;  but  it 
is  out  of  the  abvmdance  of  the  heart  the  mouth 
ipeaketh. 

Our  glafs  is  running  out  apace,  and  the  bitter- 
ne&  of  death  is  paft ;  life  and  immort^ality  hath 
been  brought  to  light  in  our  fouls ;  the  incarnate 
Word  hath  quickened  us ;  he  hath  chaftened  us 
fore,  but  he  hath  not  given  us  over  unto  death » 

^  Then  "  wherefore  doth  a  living  man  complain,  a 
man  for  the  punifhment  of  his  fin  ?'*  Out  of  the 
dark  regions  of  the  Ihadow  of  death  have  we  been 

*  brought ;  our  fins  have  been  removed,  and  our 
guilt  purged;  he  hath  begotten  us  to  a  lively 
hope,  asd  blefied  us  with  inward  peace ;  h^  hath 

our  hearts  to  love  him,  and  will  not 
Q3  fu&r 
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fi^Eer  aoy  thing  to  fttiisfy  tss  fborfr  of  his  prefence, 
l^s  gvacCy  and  the  light  of  his  conatesancc ;  and, 
thou^  thefe  be  often  denied  us,  yet  the  time 
cometh  when  we  fhaU  fee  him  as  he:  ie ;  and  our 
prefent  forrow.s  and  fufferings  %all'  be  all  for- 
gotten; when  we  ihaU  bear  no  mote  thegroan- 
ings  of  Zion,  nor  Ihall  her  children  fay  any  more, 
*'  Behold,  I  am  lick ;"  for  all  the  remains  of  cor- 
raption  ihalL  be  done  away.  Farewell^  dear  Mor ; 
and  let  me  know  by  a  few  lines,  as  foon  as  yon 
are  able  to  write,  what  fupport>  what  relief,  what 
cncQuragenient,  what  views,  profpeiSls,  tnedita-^ 
tions,  fmiles,  or  rifits,  you  have  been  favoured^ 
with,  in  this  l^ft  fiimace ;  and  yoa  wiil  much 
(Mige 

Your  affedionafe  friend  and  brother. 


tbcDefert.  NOCTUA  AURITA. 


LETTKft 
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ILETTEft    XXXIX. 


To'NOCTUA  AUKITA,  in  the  De/ert. 


I  HAVE  received  yours,  and  do  raoft* 
kindly  thiitlk  you  for  the  fame.  I  was  forry  to 
Hear  of  yoar  inward  weakn^^fs ;  fhould  be  glad  to 
know  if  it  hath  plcafed  th^  £ofd  tb  lie-efl-ablifh  your 
health; 

8ome  thitigs  ih  your  letter  convinced  me  that* 
you  ftill  itmain  a  prophet  of  the  Lord  to  me  :  for 
you  have  defdrilied'  my  feelings  as  true  as  if  yovL 
had  kno\i^n  all  the  wbrkifags  of  my  mind  for  this 
ibrlnigtit  paft;*  though  I  know  you  could  ri6^ 
have  receive!d  rti/laft  little  fcrap  of  a  l6tter  till  after 
ydurt  was  written. 

Hfelapfed'into  legal'  bondage  I  am.  O  !  it  is  a' 
Wl^tched  'captivity.  You  tell  riie  to  look  once  more 
tbw&'rds  (rod's  holy  temple.  But,  alas !  I  have 
rio  faith  ih  etercife  oh  the  objcft  of  faith,  nor  yet* 
Oil  the  pfortiifc.  I  feel  the  old  vtiAti  alive  in  all 
his  iAfetail)er6.  Never,  I  think,  did  I  experience^ 
iiidi  a  frame  fince  I  defcended  from  the  mount. 
God  has  put  me  into  his  furnace,  and  has  fuppbrtect 
ihe  there  hitherto  ;  tboo^kt  times  Tfear  his  roit 
}ias*bceaf|>e]i|  OD  oui  in*  viifil    I  aitt  Hiut  up  ftonff 

Q4  the- 
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the  public  means^  where  my  foul  has  been  c^en 
quickened  under  the  word,  through  indifpoiition 
of  body,  for  my  tabernacle  is  kept  very  weak  and 
low.     Satan  preaches  me  many  k<9:ures,  and  tries 
to  raife  in  my  mind  hard  thoughts  of  my  God ; 
and  he  too  often  fucceeda.    It  is  poor  living  on 
the  old  liock ;  indeed,  it  only  keeps  hope  from 
giving  up  the  ghoft ;  it  is  living  too  near  home, 
3fi  you  well  obferye.     O  \  how  does  my  foul  long 
tQ  have  this  veil  rent.    But  I  know  that  nothing 
will  do  it  but  a  fight  qf  Chrift  crucified*     O !  that 
he  would  work  in  my  heart  that  contrition  and 
godly  forrow,  that  with  Mary  I  might  lit  at  his 
4ear  fept  and  weep  it  out.    jMy  foul  craves  no 
ffcatcv  bleifing  in  this  worid.    But  the  Lord  h^ 
I  believe,  fome  harder  leflbna  to  teach  me ;  and- 1 
9m  flow  of  heart  to  leam,  as  well  as  to  believe. 
I  want  to  diilinguiih  the  voice  of  God  in  his  rod, 
which  you  fo  fweetly  treat  of  in  your  letter.    But 
I  am  brought  into  darknefs,  and.ixot  intq  light,  fo 
that  I  capnot  difeern;    therefore  I  peed  Itro^e 
upon  ftroke.    My  pry  is,  lyith  Jobb  ♦■  Shew  me 
wherefore   thou   contended  -with  pie.*V  I  well 
^ow  where  the  caufe  lies ;  it  is  th^t  folly  that 
i^  bound  up  in  my  he^rt ;  an^  |hexe  is  fo  much  of 
it  in  me  that  I  fear  thprp  can  be  little  elfe  but  the 
rod  ^gqed  for  me..    God  grant  I  may  h^  helped 
ifi  bow  and  fubmit  to  his  will.    I  know  the  rod  i$ 
In  the  covenapt:  and  I  da  believe  that  wh^tl 
pallet  tp  cfldujfe^  is  not  vindi(Sliv^  vwath,  but 

Ikth^rly 
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fitfaerlj  diaftifementy  intended  for  my  gcKxl.    But 
h  is  hard  to  bear ;  and  the  mind  and  thougbEts  will 
find  cmplo3rment ;  and  it  is^  as  you  obferve,  por* 
ing  over  the  old  man  and  his  workings ;   and  I 
think  fometimes  that  this  gii^es  Satan  an  advantage) 
againft  me.    But  I  cannot  do  the  things  that  I 
would :  '^  but  the  evil  whidi  I  would  not,  diat  I 
do."  How  very  unlike  the  myrtle  you  fpeak  of  am 
I^  whofe  fap  is,  as  you  obferve,  always  up,  and  whde 
Icftf  is  ever  green.     But  fxite  I  am,  and  that  from' 
bitter  experience,  that  there  is  not  one  grace  of 
the  Spitit  will  flouriih  in  my  heart  when  the  be-- 
loved  of  my  foul   withdraws  and  hides  himfelf 
from  me.    I  often  look  over  fome  of  your  former 
letters,  which  I  received  when  in  the  midft  of  rof 
joys,  where  you  warned  me  of  fuch  days  of  dark* 
Befe  and  defertion  coming  on  me,  by  telling  me 
that  the  days  would  come  that  I  ihould  deiire  to 
fee  one  of  the  days  of  the  Son  of  man,   but  I 
ihould  not  fee  it.    *But  I  would  not  believe  it.    { 
eould  not  entertain  a  thought  that  I  ihould  ever 
£dl  into  legal  bondage  again.     But,  alas !  it  has 
fallen  to  my  ihare  over  and  over  again.    There- 
fore, as  Jefus  faid  to  one  that  came  to  him,  I  was 
to  go  and  learn  what  that  meaneth.    And  fure  I 
am,  as  you  well  obferve,  that  Satan  can  bring  a 
difmal  gloom  on  the  mind.    His  aim  with  mer 
lately  is  to  bring  my  mind  into  darknefs,  by  per- 
plexing me  with  fome  part  of  the  word  of  God ; 
by  endeavouring  to  make  one  part  daih  with 

another. 
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smtthtf.  IJiavefotnlMhnsg<ait  pf^ntwl^kinicb 
jIUsttktf  mo^  alttdr  has^  lor  thekr  two  months*  ^afk;; 
and  I  da-  fu{|i»e&  her  ha»  sl  hiaad  in  it»*  fiut^*  as  yoa 
B^e  kindly  ihviikediiid  to  oft  f^eedom^  Iwotrid 
beg  your  thoughls^on*  the  pslfllige  xAitvt  Akk3A\Btv^ 
\lra»cDaHoahded  by  God  to^oSUr  tip  hi^fti^ ;  and/ 
dftor  tfie  angbl  had  fd^iddeA  it,  i^if»  faid  fHat  hft 
looked  and  bcdidd  af  mm  caugivt  m' ar  ttiitfleet  bf 
his  hotns'r  At^d'  he  took  and  dffaited  it  A))  iltiA^ci 
ojF  his  fdn.  Bat  thb  myfi^ry  which  I^ant  ligh^ 
iipOB  id  this^  how  thia  nlm  call  be  a  type  ofCbtiSi 
aa^ihe  fini^r  9  furety*  And  yc^t  it  muft  be^  beeatrfb 
God  atcefitied  it  a^Iiaac*  NoVtr,  though^  Chrifi^ 
was  God,  yet  he  never  Ukttsved  in  hik  divitle  na*- 
ttue.  Yet  the  blood  of  a  mm,  \dito'flatn,  is  ek^ 
pm&ly  faid,  in  Exodus,  to'be-the  blood  of  fprink^ 
ling ;  and)  in  Numbers,  it.  is  faid  to  be  the  atone* 
mcxht.  Nor  Clin  I  uiiderAaod  ho^  the  paHover 
Iamb  was  a  type  of  Chrift ;  beeabfe  1^*  is,-  in  the 
Vtw  Teftament,  faid  to  be  the  Lamb  flain  ftom* 
the  foondatioti  of  thd  world.  When  firfk  it  was 
brought  tomy  mind  I  faw-  it  a  myftery^  but'  did 
not  think  my  being  enlightened  into  it  vmsf  mf 
thing'eirentiaj&  But,  a&itdwdton  my  mind;  it 
kd  me  on  to  the  myftery  of  the'  Trinity,  wbidi'I 
know  I  am  very  dark  about ;  and  I  began  totrem-- 
ble,  fearing  I  fhouidbe  Ibft  to  fall  into  fbmel  error 
rcfpe<9Jaig  thaet  great  myftery,  and  fo  be!  left  td 
ftumble  on  the  dark  mountains;  and,  frooof  the 
time  my  mind-  was  oppreiled*  with  it,-  the  deac' 

Redeemer 
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Redeemer  of  my  (bul  has  been  more  and  more  ob- 
fcured  from  my  lighU  I  ihould  have  mentioned 
it  to  you  when  I  wa6  lafk  with  you,  but  I  thought 
it  better  to  make  i(  padPt  of  the  i«bje6l  of  a  letter ; 
then  I  ihould,  perhaps,  have  your  anfwer  to  refer 
to  at  any  time,  which  I  h|ive  often  found  a  fecond 
and  third  benefit  from.  I  hope  the  Ldtd  ml\  give 
you  fomething  by  which  my  mind  may  be  relieved 
from  its  pcefent  perplexity.  The  latter  part  of 
your  letter  aaufed  me  ibme  faintings  of  heart.  It» 
is  a-  &d  iign.  to  a  naaoa  when  Ood  flops  the  breatl^ 
of  prayar^  in  hia  fervaats,  Iqt  averting  the*  judgt^ 
ments  which  they  forefee  eoming^OD.  Tl\ofe  mnik 
be  bad  distfs-  ^hen^  God  will  not  fuf&r  his  iervant& 
to  .ftstfid  ii)  the  g^p; .  However,  the  wovdi  '^ 
g&nef  oi!it  of  his  mouth  thtt  it  fh&U  be  well  w4tl^ 
the  iqgHteovs,  .  I  hop^  we- Aiall  not  h^^e  a  famiitei 
e£  the  word,  .and  then  .itfhall  be  well-  with  oui> 
firals^.  ]M»wev6P  we  may  be*  eall&d  to  fufier  in  ouc* 
bodies.  I  have  tried  to-  pe^fuade  H— -  T  — — 
tb  give*  yoor  a/ fev^  lioies  refpet^ing  what  }^u  wiill) 
^  kaow  I  .butj  Lda  nist  know  whetbor  I  fliallfprc^ 
vail  or  not  I  fear  y^p  patience  will  b^  tired  ottf 
in*reading  this  letter  of  oouiplfQi^  Caaonly  addy> 
Ireouun.      ... 

Yttirs;  in  thcBeft  of  bondi, 

....  » 

In  the  King's  prifon.  RHILOMELA.' 

1<£TT£R 
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LETTER    XL. 
To  PHILOMELA  in  the  King's  Dak, 

9  * 

«  * 

I  RECEIVED  thine  epiftle  fafe^  and, 
by  the  contents  of  it^  I  perceive  that  thou  haft 
finifhed  thy  fong  in  the  night.  The  melody  of 
thy  harp  is  exchanged  for  mourning,  and  thine 
organ  to  the  voice  of  them  that  weep.  Never- 
thelefs  I  (hall  not  change  thy  name^  for  thou  muft 
snd  ihalt  ling  again;  *'  They  fhall  fing  in  the 
ways  of  the  Lord.**  This  the  mouth  of  the  Lord 
hath  fpoken.  Thou  muft^  my  lifter^  conie  in  the 
good  old  way,  the  four  firft  ftages  of  which  have 
been  long  pointed  out.  Noah's  ark  was  to  be 
made  with  firft,  fecond,  and  third  ftories ;  but  the 
dove,  when  fhe  returned,  reftcd  on  the  top  till 
Noah  put  forth  his  hand  and  took  her  in  to  him. 
This  ark  appiears  to  me  to  be  more  a  type  of  the 
church  than  of  Chrift,  for  the  church  is  fekiom 
without  unclean  as  well  as  clean ;  but  no  undean 
creature  (flridlly  fpeaking)  can  be  experimentally 
in  him,  much  lefs  fhut  in  by  him^  till  the  ftorms 
of  wrath  be  paft. 

The  temple  of  the  Lord  had  an  outer  court, 
ealled  the  court  of  the  Gentiles;  the  next  was  the 

court 
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Wurt  wHere  the  worihipping  Ilraelites  aflbnbled  \ 
&e  next  was  the  iandiuary^  where  the  priefis  per« 
fonned  their  fervice ;  the  next  was  the  moft  holy 
place^  acceffible  to  none  but  God  and  his  high<» 
priesft ;  and  he  mpft  go  through  the  court  of  th^ 
Gentiles^  then  through  the  court  of  the  Ifrae}ites» 
then  through  the  ian&uary  and  into  the  holj 
place.  So  Noah  went  from  the  earth  to  the  lower 
flory^  then  to  the  fecond,  then  to  the  thirds  and 
kfily  he  removed  the  covering  of  the  aikj  and 
looked  out  at  the  top.  We  muil  come,  according 
to  Peter^  out  of  this  world.  This  caufes  many  to 
think  it  itrange  that  we  run  Qot  to  the  fame  excefs 
9f  riot.  Then  come  convictions  of  lin  and  fore 
temptations :  ^f  Thoi:igh  now,  if  need  be,  ye  are  in 
^eavineis,  through  manifold  temptaticms/'  Then 
ccxne  better  days:  <^  Whom,  having  not  feen,  ye 
love;  and  though  now  ye  fee  hinvnot,yet  believing 
ye  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory/' 
But^  when  diefe  joys  are  withdrawn,  it  appears  as 
if  fome  ftrange  thing  had  happened  unto  us. 
This  fiery  trial  is  to  try  our  faith,  that  it  may  ap- 
pear more  precious  tlmn  gold  that  pediheth, 
though  it  be  tried  with'  fire,  and  fhall  be  found 
unto  praife,  and  honour,  and  glocy,  at  the  appear* 
ing  of  Jefus  Chrifl,  when  the  Lord  will .  fay,- 
"  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  fervant;"  and 
^  Come,  ye  bleffed  of  my  Father,  enter  the  king* 
4om  |Hnepared  for  you  from  before  the  foundation 
4pf  ihe  wQrld''    When  this  trial  is  over  thoia  wilt 

find 


fbd  ihy  £eet  fianding  in  z  niae  eun  filacr*    So 


(ajH  Peter>  ^  Afticr  that  ye  hxre  fufioced  a 
the  Lord  make  you.per£b6k,  .fistngtlien^  il^aMyflt, 
iieltle  you/'  iCeep  thdc  fiages  in  viemr*  Thpnc  i^ 
and  muft  be,  a  coming  out  of  the^ world;  afid^ 
lirhen  this  isdone,  there  is  a  watching  at  Wifckxin^s 
gffle,  whieh  anfnrers  to  the. court  of  rthe  Gentiles; 
and) '  even  wiien  kind  inTilations  come  fuitable 
to  oyr.cafe,  Tve  rauft.nptafcend:  '^  When  thott 
art  hidden  to  a  iwpdding^*'  iays  Chnft,;  ^  (it  not 
down  in  the  faigl^eft  iqpm,  IcA  a  mbiie.booQiiiahk 
oian  than  thou  he  biddeD."  We  muft  imitate  tha 
Saviour*  Hfi  lirft  appeared  .ia  the  form  of  a  fer^ 
?3ut  i  mi$  wh^a  the  law  coones  heme  to  ui^  .our 
baienefii  ^6  bond-ftrvwte  appears  5  boqod  under 
^,.$atan^  dpaUii  ami  the  Uw,  mre  are. :  This  fet9 

M9  fptifibly  dp^'u  i».  the  dwk  T^gy»fi^f  t)io  fta? 

dow  of  deii^;  ;9^d  ii^  ^  ftrong  ^uMs  of  iin  apd 

Sat^;^.    Here  Clhrift  ftiues  firft  up9^  us :  in  |hM^ 

pur  Ipw  eA^tg  h^  reqifQ^^  U£|  aqd  ff yp  u^to  u% 

V  friflpds,  go  up  higher/!    Thp  next  ftfge  hnngi 

usjto  hfs  feet:  they  ijbb^l  ^t  dQ^P  ?i^  Ms  ^* 

"  Every  CMie  ihall  receive  of  t^y  Wflcds."   Kow  l^ 

appears  pacified  t^vygrds  u^  fmd  w^  ^€n?^n|[)er 

our  own  evil  way,  which  waa  not  good^  and  iQtba 

pu^eives  in  oyr  own  light  (or  our  ipiquiti^es.    But 

Jie  dwells  wUh  title  humble  and  the  contrite,  ^<  to 

revive  the  fpirit  of  thf  hwublc^  and  the  l^ieart  oi 

tib  eftqtrilie  pnef,"     Now  .Im  p*ts  u^  forth  iolA 

die  joy  of  the  I^id.    This  cwojurages  wjofrce^ 

dom 
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dom  rad^weet  faitailiantjr^  to  codimtidion  and'  &ih 
lowihip.  And  htvfs  oiir  tnouniain  fieias  to  ^Hxid 
flrongy  as)d  we  are  i^ady  tp  ihink  tliiiA  we  fliatt 
never  be  moved.  I  imw  f4  b|>t  orte  ftggis  higher 
thim  this  th^t  ever  I  arrived  at.  This  iliige  brmgi 
Cbrift  njg}i^  a^  evfd^tly  fct  forth  ptpci^fied  arnoqg 
us ;  afid  wp  }ppk  ^t>  adipire^  atid  wonder  at  hiou 
Tfaiaistl^  Lprd  zR|ii|tfef&ig  Uowfeif'to  tts>  and 
dwelling  in  us*  But  a&er  thi6  he  l^ads  oar 
th(!)vigHt9  hi^ir  s  for^aflor  we  have  looked  at  I^itn, 
mcfitriled  dveif  his  fuffeciia^^  atxib^n  ilung  ^vjiii 
batil^  to  felif-and  fin  on  the  apcourit  of  ihom,  he 
riifes  u^  up  with  apotiier  ap^eamnce  of  ^irnfyifi 
Uid  that  is  as  rifeii'  from  the  dead,  csying  auf^j 
V  AU  hail r'  Thisraifes  us  up  to  his  glorificia- 
tioUy  %nA  we  riie  to  a  lively  hope  of  his  vetartee.-- 
tiofi  fin^m  tke  dead.  This  comforts  our  fouls>  that 
iM  faiferitigs  are  overj  knA  that  ^  death  hiath  no 
nmkc  dttnihion  oirer  him.'*  And  now  oiir  hope  is 
admitted  within'  ttfe  veil^  we  nCe  to  newnefs  of 
Hfe  under  the  iiifluence  of  the  Spirit  df  love-  and 
joy: ; .  and  not  cnly^  are  o^r  afib^iond  admil^  lo 
GikTs  right  hand,  where  he  fltteth,  but  we  are 
^imkdktofit  to|gel(her  iii  neavemly  places  in  Chrift 
Jefiis.*^  This  is  die  higheft  flage  in  the  divine 
Jifij.  The  higheft  receptacle  in  the  temple  from* 
the  giemnd-fioor  was  the  galleries.  Ezelc.  xli.  15, 
sSad  xlii*  i.  Into  thefe  (if  I  tnifiaka  not)  the 
Jewilh  women  were  admitted,  'fhis  is'dwelKng^ 
oa'high,    asd  feeing^  die  Kiog  in   his  beauty;^ 

whereas, 
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whereas^  when  he  is  exhibited  to  us  tipon  the 
cro&y  be  looks  in  his  fnfierings  like  a  facnfieb^  or 
as  one  made  fin  for  us,  and  as  numbered  with  the 
tranfgreflbrs,  but  by  no  means  as  a  king.  It  was 
as  glorified,  enthroned,  and  crowned  with  glory 
«nd  honour,  that  he  appeared  to  Ezekiel,  Daniel^ 
and  John.  And  in  this  appearance  the  holy  fpoiife 
few  him ;  **  The  hair  of  thy  head  is  like  purple  : 
the  King  is  held  in  the  galleries/*  4Song  vii.  5. 
Purple  is  a  royal  colour,  and  in  his  royalty  ihe 
few  him ;  and,  though  fhe  had  ofben  had  a  glimpfe 
of  him  as  leaping  upon  the  mountains  and  ikip* 
ping  upon  the  hills,  ftanding  behind  the  wall^ 
looking  in  at  the  window,  and  ihcwing  htmfelf 
through  the  lattice^  and  oftentimes  had  felt  the 
finger  of  his  power  making  her  bowels  to  move^ 
and  had  felt  ~  his  name  as  an  ointment  pouied 
ijprth,  and  at  times  caught  hold  of  him,  yet  ihe 
could  not  retain  him,  as  ihe  owns,  ^*  My  be->: 
loved  had  withdrawn  himfelf,  and  was  gone ;  my 
foul  felled  when  he  fpake,''  &c.  fcc.  But  at  lait 
be  tells  her  to  turn  away  her  eyes  from  him,  for. 
ihe  had  overcome  him :  then  ihe  feys,  ^^  My  be* 
loved  is  mine,  and  I  am  his."  And  he  certainly  is 
held  or  bound  in  the  galleries ;  for  by  heavenly- 
minded  fouls,  wl^o  have  enjoyed  him,  and  who. 
never  can  reft  without  him,  nor.iind  any  fatis^-i 
tion  in  any  thing  jihort  of  him,  he  is  held»  and 
to  fuch  he  is  bound,  in  the  bond  of  everlaft- 
ing  love;^  and  that  by  his  own  promife,  andby.hk 

own 
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own  aft  and  deed :  "  I  will  betroth  thee  unto  mc 
in  judgment;  I  will  betroth  thee  unto  me  in 
rightcoufnefs,  in  loving-kindnefs,  in  faithflilnefs, 
and  for  ever;  and  thou  fhalt  know  the  Lord." 
And,  as  ho  is  thus  hound  to  a  wife,  he  will  never 
feck  to  be  loofcd.  Jolyi;  in  his  Revelation,  fav^ 
him  in  his  prieftly  garments  among  the  candle- 
fiicks,  and  as  king  upon  his  white  hor£e ;  but  aS 
glorified  in  botli.  This  wonderful  appearance  fo 
aftonifliied  John  that  he  fell  to  the  ground  ;  but 
it  was  intended  to  raife  John's  conceptions  higher 
than  before ;  for,  though  he  had  known  Chrift 
after  the  flefli,  yet  frooo'  that  time  forward  he  knew 
him  fo  no  more,       . 

I  bdve  been  niuch  of  late  meditating  on  what 
Paul  calls  the  new  nma  in  us.  Jeremiah  fays, 
."  Thy  word  was  found,  .and  I  ate  it,  and  it  was 
the  joy  and  rejoicing  of  my  heart."  John  and 
Ezekiel  ate  the  roll  and  the  little  book,  and  de- 
dared  that  they  were  fweet  as  honey ;  but  what 
that  mouth  is  which  feeds  fo  fweetly  on  the  pro- 
mifes  and  on  the  paflarer  lamb,  is  hard  to  de-^ 
fcribe.  *^  A  feaft  of  fat.  things,  of  marrow  and 
fatnefi,  .and  of  \*ines  on  the  lees  well  refined," 
it  certainly  is.  '  We  have  an  altar  to  eat  at, 
and  pertain)  it  is  that  the  new  man  has  got 
bis  mouth  which  feeds  upon  fpiritual  provi- 
^on,  digeflis  it,  and  receives  nourifliment  and  fa- 
ti^faiJtiorl  from  it;  hut  this  mouth  remains  a 
jnyfteiy  to.  me.  Tl^  new.  man  has  got  his  nofei 
huti  cannot  tell  what  it  is.  All  ChrilVs  garments 

R  fmell 
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fjTiQll  of  myrrh,  aloes,  and  cailia,  out  o  the  iTorjr 
palaces ;  and  God  doth  make  manifeft  the  favour 
of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  among  his  people. 
This  we  know ;  and,  on  the  other  hand^  if  one 
come  into  our  company  whofe  fcent  remains  in 
him,  whofe  fccnt  is  not  changed,  who  is  fettled 
on  his  old  lees,  what  a  {linking  favour  do  fuch 
little  foxes  fend  forth !  But  who  can  defcribe  that 
nofe  that  fo  fenlibly  diftinguifhes  betweoi  the 
odour  of  Chriil's  garments^  and  the  ftench  of  the 
fokes,  and  the  llinking  favour  of  dead  flies  ?  Nor 
is  the  new  man  without  his  ears.  What  is  fpokeu 
to  the  outward  ears  hath  no  efFe<%  if  it  goes  no 
farther :  "  I  will  allure  her,  and  bring  her  into 
the  wildemefs,  and  fpeak  friendly  to  her  heart." 
Hofea  ii.  14.  Hence  it  is  ikid  of  Chrift  that  ^'  he 
ihall  hot  cry,  nor  lift  up,  nor  caufe  his  voice  to  be. 
heard  in  the  ftneet.*'  Ifa.  xlii.  a.  And  yet  many 
will  fay  in  the  laft  day,  **  We  have  eaten  in  thy 
prefence,  and  thou  haft  taught  in  our  flreets.*' 
They  heard  the  voice  of  tfie  man ;  h\A  it  is  only 
the  dead,  or  felf-condemned,  that  hear  the  voice 
of  the  Son  of  God  and  live :  ^^  Every  one  that  is 
of  the  truth  heareth  my  voice-**  John  xviii.  37. 
And  all  his  fheep  hear  his  voice^  and  follow 
and  diftinguiih  his  voice  from  all  others ;  and 
Chrift  hath  dropped  his  benedi<Stton  both,  upon 
fuch  ears  and  eyes :  **  BlefTed  are  your  eyes, 
for  they  fee,  and  your  ears,  for  they  hear.**  And  I 
Jcnow  that  he  hath  often  fpoke  to  my  inmo^  fou]» 
1  and 
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dhd  I  heard  the  voice,  felt  it,  and  underftood  it  i 
but  my  outward  ears  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
But  what  thofe  ears  are  diat  hear  fo  plainly  when 
he  fpeaks  friendly  to  the  heart,  I  cannot  defcribc. 
The  eyes  of  the  new  man  are  as    wonderful: 
^'  The   world   fees  me   no  more,**    fays  Chrift, 
^^  but  ye  fee  me ;  and  becaufe  I  live  ye  ihall  live 
alfo.**    And  again :  '^  I  will  fend  the  Comforter  to 
you,  whom  the  world  cannot  receive,  becaufe  it 
feeth  him  not,  nor  knoweth  him;  but  ye  know 
him,  for  lie  dwelleth  \^rith  you,  and  fliall  be  in 
you/*     Mofes  faw  him  that  is  invifible ;  the  pa- 
triarchs faw  the  promifc  at  a  diflance ;  "  A  wife 
man  forefees  the  evil,  and  hides  himfelf  ;**  and  the 
faint,  in  his  firfl  love,  fees  ^'  the  King  in  his  beauty, 
and  the  land  which  is  very  far  off/*    And  I  have 
feen  my  dear  Mafter  in  open  vifion  for  many 
months  together.    But  what  thefe  eyes  are  is  a 
myftery.    Paul  fays  thdfe  things  are  fpiritually 
difcerned ;  and  he  tells  us  that  the  eyes  of  our 
underftanding  are  opened ;  but  he  dodi  not  ex- 
plain what  thofe  eyes  are.    I  know  that  faith  dif* 
covers  wonders.    But  the  foul  hath  more  eyes 
than  one.    What  are  the  eyes  of  the  underftand- 
ing ?     The  new  man  hath  got  his  affeftions  alfo^ 
which  are  peculiar  to  him,  the  objects  of  which 
are,  firft,  God,    and  his  word,   and  his  faints. 
Thefe  afHsiStions,  love,  or  charity,  are  the  principal 
parts  of  the  new  man ;  and,  when  in  exercife, 
they  fill  the  foul  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of 
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glory.  Nor  is  the  new  man  without  his  hands. 
There  is  a  fomething  that  holds  the  beloved  faft, 
and  will  not  let  him  go.  Thefe  hands  hold  faft 
the  faithful  word,  and  every  thing  that  Chrift 
hath  given  us,  that  no  man  take  our  crown.  Thefe 
hands  appear  to  be  the  powerful  actings  of  faith, 
which,  under  the  Spirit's  influence  and  operations, 
arc  very  powerful.  I  have  often  been  tliinking  of 
the  feet  of  the  new  man,  by  which  we  go  in  and 
out  and  find  pafture ;  yea,  God  fays  "  They  Ihall 
mount  up  as  upon  eagles*  wings,  they  fhall  run 
and  not  be  weary,  they ihall  walk  and  not  faint." 
I  know  believing  is  called  a  coming  to  God,  and 
we  are  faid  to  walk  by  faith  and  not  by  fight ;  but 
I  tliink  love  muft  have  her  part  in  thcfe  wonder- 
ful journies  of  the  foul ;  for  faith  can  neither  work 
nor  walk  but  by  love. 

,  Thus  I  have  fent  my  dear  fifl:er  a  few  of  my  fecret 
thoughts  upon  thefe  things.  But,  as  Milton  fays, 
*^  I  find  np  end,  in  wondering  mazes  loft;'*  and  yet 
there  is  a  fecret  plcafure  in  foaring  and  diving, 
though  I  can  neither  reach  the  top  nor  fathom  the 
bottom. 

I  Whatever  name  the  Lord's  elect  are  called  by, 
the  Saviour  is  generally  fet  forth  or  reprefcntcd 

by  fomething  fuitable  to  it.  They  are  debtors, 
and  he  the  furety ;  fubje6ls,  and  he  the  king ; 
children,  and  he  the  father ;  lion's  whelps,  and 
he  the  lion ;  lambs,  &c.  and  he  was  reprcfented  by 

the  ram.     A  lamb  flain  from  the  foundation  of 

• 

the  world  he  is,  and  that  in  a  two-fold  fenfe : 
9  firft, 
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firft,  in  the  purpofe  of  God ;  and,  in  the  next 
place,  he  was  typically  flain  by  Abel's  facrifice. 
It  is  true  he  did  not  fuiFer  in  his  divine  nature  ; 
he  was  "  put  to  death  in  the  flefh,  but  quickened 
by  the  Spirit  ;'*  he  fufFered  in  the  flefh,  and  bore 
our  fins  in  his  own  body  upon  the  tree.  Yet, 
you  have  no  call  to  wonder  at  his  being  typified 
both  by  a  ram  and  a  lamb,  when  the  fcriptures 
often  fet  him  forth  both  in  his  fcniority  and  in  his 
youth.  In  the  book  of  Daniel,  where  he  is  re- 
prefented  as  the  judge  of  quick  and  dead,  the  hair 
of  his  head  is  faid  to  be  as  white  as  the  pure 
wool ;  and  he  is  the  Ancient  of  Days ;  but  in 
the  Song  of  Solomon,  where  he  is  defcribed  as 
a  wooer,  his  locks  are  faid  to  be  bulhy,  and  black 
as  a  raven. 

The  beft  knowledge,  and  the  fafeft  that  thou 
wilt  ever  attain  to  refpefting  the  Trinity  in  this 
world  is,  a  knowledge  of  God  the  Father's  love 
flied  abroad  in  thy  heart.  This  fays,  "  Yea,  I 
have  loved  thee,  and  with  loving-kindnefs  have  I 
drawn  thee.  The  next  is  the  voice  of  the  blood 
of  fprinkling,  which  fpeaks  pardon,  peace,  and  re- 
conciliation, which  are  better  things  than  the  blood 
of  Abel.  The  third  is  the  Spirit's  voice,  crying, 
Abba,  Father.  Thefe  are  the  witnefles  of  the 
Trinity ;  and  thefe  three  agree  in  one.  The  Lord 
for  ever  blcfs  thee. 

The  Defert  NOCTUA  AUKITA. 
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LETTER    XLI. 


To  NOCTUA  AURITJ,  in  the  DeferU 


I  BMBBACB  this  opportunitj  of  fend* 
ing  you  a  few  lines  to  infopm  you  a  little  how  I 
go  on.  When  I  wrote  to  you  hSi  niy  foul  was 
melted  within  me  becaufe  of  trouble ;  1  was  £unt«- 
ing  in  the  day  of  adverfity,  for  my  foul  was  much 
difcouraged  becaufe  of  the  way.  But  the  Lord, 
who  comforteth  thofe  that  are  caft  down,  smd 
who  is  ever  a  refuge  for  the  poor  and  needy^  has 
condefcended  to  appear  for  me,  to  raife  my  hope 
and  expectation,  being  once  more  brought  to  en- 
joy the  prefence  of  him  who  is  all  in  all  to  my 
foul.  And  I  think  I  do  now  know  fomething  of 
what  the  apofUe  calls  ^^  rejoicing  in  hope  ;'*  and 
this  hope  I  find  to  be  an  anchor  to  my  foul,  for  it 
jdoes  enter  into  that  within  the  vaiL  The  tempeft 
with  which  I  was  toffed  has  ccafed  its  raging,  and 
a  blefled  c^m  is  brought  to  my  mind.  I  am  fare 
Satan  himfelf  has  felt  it ;  he  could  not  endure  it ; 
and  unbelief  was  put  to  the  bluih,  while  faith  laid 
fail  hold  of  his  word  of  promife  which  was  fpoken 
to  my  foul.  How  true  are  the  words  of  the  wife 
•man  when  he  iiiys,  «'  As  cold  water  to  a  thirfty 

foul, 
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foul,  fo  19  good  news  from  a  far  country/*  How 
a  wotxi  from  God  does  melt  and  humble  us,  and 
bring  us  to  his  feet !  And  I  am  fure  that  nothing 
elfe  will  do  it ;  though  in  feafons  of  defertion 
Satan  is  as  bufy  with  me  as  ever  he  can  be  with 
any  poor  foul,  to  ftir  up  in  me  hardlhoughts  of 
my  kind  and  gracious  God  and  Redeemer.  But 
I  find  that  afterwards  thefe  things  make  deep  fur- 
rows in  my  foul,  when  contrition  of  heart  and 
godly  forrow  opemte  under  the  influence  of  the 
blefled  Spirit.  I  think  I  never  did  before  fee  th« 
difiin^lion  fo  clear  between  the  old  man  and  the 
new,  or  what  Paul  calls  flclh  and  fpirit,  as  I  do 
now.  This  knowledge  I  have  got  in  my  laft  con- 
fliift,  and  by  experience,  which  has  been  truly  bit- 
ter to  my  foul ;  therefore  I  hope  it  will  abide. 
My  mind  feems  at  prcfent  much  imprcfTed  with  a 
fenfc  of  the  goodnefs  and  loving-kindncfs  of  the 
Xord  to  me,  I  believe  he  will  not  let  rac  run 
away  from  him,  bccaufc,  when  I  am  bent  on  go- 
ing on  in  ways  that  are  not  good,  he  la)'s  his  rod 
on  me  to  flop  me.  How  oft  has  Jie  called  back 
•my  wandering  feet !  I  may  well  fay,  "  Surely 
goodnefs  and  mercy  have  followed  me  all  my  days 
to  this  prefcnt  moment  ;*'  though  Satan  has  .often 
ftirred  up  fuch  rebellion  in  my  heart  that  I  have 
even  called  God's  minifters  liars  when  they  have 
prophefied  good  concerning  me.  But,  notwith- 
(landing  this,  the  Lord  has  put  in  my  heart  fome 
good  thing,  which  will  not  find  fatisfadiion  in 
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any  thing  fhort  of  his  blefled  prcfence ;  and,  as 
this  is  his  fweet  work,  he  will  accept  it.  I  was 
long  looking  for  fome  good  thing  in  myfeif  to  re- 
commend mc  to  his  favour,  inftead  of  receiving 
all  good  from  him.  And,  indeed,  I  find  thi^,  that 
when  he*  withdraws  from  me,  with  refped  to  his 
fenfible  prefencc,  and  leaves  me  in  the  dark,  fo 
that  I  cannot  fee  one  ftep  of  the  path,  that  then 
the  old  legal  leaven  in  my  tabernacle  will  work 
and  ferment  to  fet  mc  to  ftruggle  and  ftrive  in  my 
own  ftrength.  But^  when  God  has  appeared  for 
me  after  fuch  a  feafon,  how  has  my  folly  been 
manifefted,  and  I  have  called  myfeif  a  thoufand 
fools ;  and  have  feen  clearly  that,  if,  inftead  of 
ftriving  and  flniggling,  I  had  continued  to  have 
entreated  the  Lord  to  help  and  deliver  mc,  I 
fhould  have  been  brought  out  of  my  difficulties 
and  darknefs  much  fooner.  I  am  fure,  from  my 
own  experience,  that,  if  God  was  not  to  give  us 
fomcthing  to  keep  hope  and  expectation  alive, 
they  would  foon  give  up  the  ghoft  in  fuch  feafons 
of  darknefs.  But,  blefled  be  his  name,  he  will 
never  forfake  his  own  work.  I  was  forry  to  hear 
you  was  poorly  with  a  cold.  I  Ihall  be  glad  to 
hear  you  are  better ;  and  I  need  not  fay  a  letter 
will  be  very  acceptable.  You  know  that  I  am 
better  in  my  poor  tabernacle  than  when  I  wrote 
laft ;  I  think  I  do  begin  to  fee  that  this  late  afflic- 
tion is  among  the  all  things  that  fhall  work  toge»- 
tlier  for  my  good.     I  know  the  Lord  has  taught 


o 
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me  fomething  by  it,  and  fupported  me  through  it, 
and  did  keep  me  when  Satan,  that  old  ferpcnt, 
and  his  accurfed  crew,  did  compafs  me  about  like 
bees,  when  I  was  in  fuch  a  iituation  that  I  could 
neither  cry  nor  call  on  my  God  for  help.  He  did 
then  go  to  the  utmoft  length  of  his  chain,  and 
would,  I  have  no  doubt,  if  he  had  been  permitted, 
have  torn  me  to  pieces,  foul  and  body.  What 
God  IS  like  unto  our  God  ?  O  that  I  could  be 
afllired  that  I  fhould  never  mo.re  entertain  one 
hard  thought  of  him  refpedling  any  of  his  difpen- 
fations  towards  me  !  But  I  muft  conclude,  which 
I  do  with  wifhing  yon  profperity  both  of  foul  and 
body,  with  much  of  his  prcfence  who  is  the 
health  of  both ;  and  believe  me  to  remain 

Your  afFcdlionate  friend  and  lifter 

in  the  Lord, 


The  King  ,  Dale  PHILOMELA. 
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LETTER    XLIL 


To  PHILOMELA,  in  tie  King's  Dale. 


Thine  cplftlc  afforded  me  mudi 
joy,  "  Blefled  are  tlicy  that  cndare  temptation, 
for  when  they  are  tried  they  Ihall  receiye  the 
crown  of  life/*  which  he  hath  promifed  to  them 
that  love  hira*  Thou  didft  fay,  (O  thou  of  little 
faith  !)  **  I  Ihall  not  fee  him  ;'*  yet  judgment  was 
before  him,  and  he  hath  brought  thee  forth  to  the 
light,  and  thou  haft  beheld  his  righteoufncfs. 
How  fweet  and  endearing  arc  his  vifits  after  his 
long  abfence  \  How  welcome  are  his  returns  after 
our  fouls  have  fat  folitary,  as  a  woman  forfakeu 
and  grieved  in  fpirit,  as  a  wife  of  youth  refufed 
9nd  deferted !  But  he  foon  makes  us  forget  the 
ihame  of  our  youth,  and  the  reproach  of  our  wi- 
dowhood ;  and  the  adverfary  that  faluteth  us  with 
a  "  Where  is  now  thy  God  ?"  fees  it,  and  vanilhes, 
inflamed  with  rage.  But  he  only  departs  for  a 
fcafon,  Neverthelcfs  the  armour  of  God  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  repel  the  force  of  all  his  artillery.  God 
hath  planted  his  fear  in  our  hearts  that  we  may 
not  depart  from  him.  He  hath  renewed,  en- 
lightened, inftrudedj^  and  influenced  our  con- 

fciencei 
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ibiences  by  his  Spirit,  that  he  may  check  and  ve^ 
proach  us  for  all  that  is  wrong,  and  approve  of  all 
that  is  right ;  and  we  muft  exercife  ourfelyes  day 
and  night  not  to  offend  him.  We  are  favoured 
with  the  witnefs,  feal,  and  firft-fiiiits,  of  the  Spirit, 
and  are  commanded  not  to  vex  or  grieve  him,  left 
he  fufpend  his  freedom,  his  confolations,  and  hi^ 
much*needed  affiftance,  in  prayer.  The  Redeemer 
has  Iqft  us  alio  his  lall  legacy,  I  mean  peace ;  and 
we  have  the  promile  of  the  enjoyment  of  it,  unlels 
we  make  to  ourfelves  crooked  paths.  We  have 
the  promife  of  his  prefence,  and  of  the  light  of  his 
countenance  likewife,  unlefs  our  fins  hide  his  &ce 
from  us,  or  caufe  him  to  return  to  his  pliice,  till 
we  acknowledge  our  offences,  and  fqek  him  early. 
We  have  alfo  that  faith  that  is  of  the  operation  of 
the  Spirit  of  God;  and  nothing  can  unfettle, 
weaken,  damp,  or  deaden  the  vigorous  adlings  of 
faith  like  our  mifconduA.  Befides  thcfe  things, 
we  have  the  helmet  of  hope,  the  fhield  of  faith, 
the  breaftplate  of  righteoufnefs,  the  fword  of  the 
Spirit,  and  all  forts  of  prayer ;  and  thefe  things 
are  more  mighty  bulwarks  againfl  Satan  than  all 
the  fears  of  death  and  wrath,  yea,  than  all  the 
horrors,  terrors,  thrcatenings,  and  curfes,  of  a 
broken  law,  which  the  difciples  of  Mofes  pride 
themfelves  fo  much  upon.  Let  my  dear  filter  pay 
due  attention  to  thefe  things  which  accompany 
falvation,  and  fhe  fhall  have  rejoicing  in  herfelf 
alone,  and  not  in  another,  and  fhall  praife  her 
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Grod  with  joyful  lips.  Moreover,  as  God  hath  re- 
ftored  her  again  to  the  joys  of  his  falvation,  let  me 
admonilh  her  not  to  aft  the  part  of  a  hawking 
pedlar,  left  they  get  weary  of  her ;  but  let  her  en- 
tertain her  beloved  with  praifes  and  thankfgiv- 
ings,  as  he  entertains  her  with  the  difcoveries  of 
his  love.  My  kind  love  to  the  good  man  of  the 
houfe,  and  tell  him  I  have  remembrance  of  him 
in  my  poor  prayers.  Excufe  hafte,  as  I  am  a  fer- 
vant  to  many.     Dear  lifter,  adieu. 

« 

Ever  thine  in  the  brotherly  covenant, 


NOCTUA  AURITA. 

The  Defert. 


THE     END 
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SERMON. 


■M^^iM^^M^^iM 


YE  THAT  HAVE  fiSC APED  TfitE  SWORD,  60  AWAt^ 
STAND  NOT  STILL  t  BBMEMBBE  THB  LORD 
AFAR  OV¥,  AND  LET  JBRUSALBM  COMB  INTO 

YOUR  MIND.    Jen  li.  50. 

I  AM  vety  glad  to  fee  fo  many  of  you  here  this 
morning,  and  that  your  pleafure  lies  in  attending 
upon  the  worfliip  of  God  in  his  houfe  of  prayer. 
On  fuch'  public  occafions  as  thefe  there  ^re  iuch 
crowds  attend,  that  it  often  happens  that  (bme  aC'* 
cident  or  other  befalls  (bme  of  the  innumerable  (pec- 
tators :  fome  perhaps  will  be  c;^ied  hoin<  at  night 
with  broken  bones,  and  perhaps  Ibme  thai  are  ^^e 
from  home  will  return  alive  no  more  ^  but  be  i^ 
however,  as  it  may^  I  will  be  bold  to  fay  that  we  fhall 
return  home  with  the  moft  peace^  and  in  the  poA 
feffion  of  the  beft  confcienc^. 

A3  A  few 
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A  few  years  before  this  public  calamity  befell  the 
Jews,  reigned  that  pious  young  king  Joliah,  fo 
much  lamented  by  the  Jews,  and  even  by  the  pro- 
phet Jeremiah,  that  the  mourning  at  his  death  be* 
came  a  proverb  in  Ifrael.  2  Chron.  xxxv.  15.  He 
was  flain  by  Necho  king  of  Egypt,  who  was  going 
to  engage  the  king  of  Aflyria  by  the  rirer  Euphrates. 
The  king  of  Egypt  fent  Joliah  word  that  he  was 
not  come  out  againft  him,  but  againft  the  Aflyrians; 
and  he  informed  him  that  God  had  fent  him,  and 
was  with  him  s  and  therefore  he  chained  him  not  to 
meddle  with  God,  that  he  deftroyed  him  not.  But 
Jofiah  paid  no  regard  to  this,  not  in  the  leaft 
fufpedllhg  that  God  was  With  a  king  of  Egypt-  This 
Was  oite  of  the  Lord's  Shibboleths,  for*  God  was  with 
Necho ;  arid  Jofiah  fell  by  the'hand  of  the  king  of 
Egypt,  as  he  told  him  he  Ihould  if'  he  meddled 
with  God. 

After  die  death  of  Jofiah,- thcf  pec^le  of  the  land 
Ttiade  Jehoahaz  king  inftead  of  his  father,  and  he 
reigned  hi  Jerufalem  three  months.  And  the*  kin^ 
of  Egypt  dethroned  him,  and  condemned  the  land 

*  in  kn  hundred  tsflents  of  (ilVer  and  a  talent  of  gold, 
and  made  Eltakim  kinglnftead  of  his  brother,  and 
chan^jjed  his  riame  to  that  of  Jehoiakim.  And 
Necho  took  Jehoahaz  and  carried  him  into  Egypt, 
whc^re  he  died. 

Jehoiakim  reigned  eleven  years  in  Jerufalem,  and 

-did  nothing  but  evil  in  th^  eyes  of  the  Lord.  And 
againft  this  king  it  w^s  that  the  kirtg  of  Babylon 

made 
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made  war :  and  he  took  hini>  and  laid  htm  in  iron^ 
to  carry  him  to  Babylon.  And  with  .him  hp 
took  alfo  the  vciTels  of  the  temple,  and  fevcn  thour 
fand  foldiers,  the  fmiths  and  crafbmen  a  thouiand. 
.&c.  iChipn  XXX vi.  6.  And  at  liis  depja^ui^e  hf 
.made  Jehoiachin  king  in  his  ftead.  ^n4  a&er  bp 
had  reigned  three  months  the  king  of  Babylon  ptjt 
hirn  down,  and  took  him  to  Babylon,  and  niad^ 
Zedekiah  his  brother  king  in  his  room ;  and  it  wi^ 
in  this  king's  reign  that  Jerufalem  was  .taken  and 
deflrroyed ;  and  his  wickednefs  ^a;S  the  principal 
caufe  of  it ;  for  he  had  made  a  covenant 'with  the 
king  of  Babylon  in  .the  houfe  of  God,  ^nd  givefi 
,him  the  right  hand  of  fellpwftiip,  and  fwore  fide- 
lity to  him  in  the  name  of  God,  and  that,  he  held 
his  crown  by  him,  for  it  was  Nebuchadnezzar 
that  had  made  him  king.  After  he  had  reigned 
eight  or  nine  years  he  rebelled  againft  the  king  of 
Babylon,  broke  his  covenant,  violated  his  oath,  and 
hired  the  armies  of  Egypt  to  aflSft  him  againft.  Ne- 
buchadnezzar.  Ip  the  ninth  year  of  his  reign,  in 
the  tenth  month,  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  month, 
Nebuchadnezzar  and  all  his  hod:  came  againft  him, 
and  befieged  him  until  the  eleventh  year  of  his 
reign.  Apd  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  fourth  month 
the  city  was  broken  up  and  taken. ,  It  was  this  king 
that  cut  and  burnt  the  prophet  Jeremiah's  ron, 
written  by  ^hc  order  of  God :  under  him  Jeremiah 
the  prophet  was  put  into  the  dungeon :  he  was  in- 
tolerably vile,  and  both  princes  aadpriefts  folk) wed 

A  4  his 


(     8     ) 

...  \ 

his  example.  The  chief  of  the  priefts  trat^greffid  very 
much  after  the  abcmnatiom  of  the  heathen^  and  polluted 
the  botife  of  God  which  he  had  hallowed  in  Jentfdlem^ 
And  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers  fent  to  them  by  bis 
meffengers,  rifing  ttp  betimes y  and  fending  j  becaufe  he 
bad  compalfion  on  bis  people,  and  on  his  dwelling  place : 
but  they  mocked  the  mejfengers  of  God,  and  defpifedbis 
words,  and  ndfitfed  bis  prophets,  until  the  wrath  of 
the  Tjord  arofe  againfi  bis  people,  till  there  was  no  re^ 
medy.     2  Chron.  xxxvi.  14,  15,  16. 

The  prophet  Jeremiah,  whom  God  had  made  an 
iroo  pillar  and  a  '  brazen  wall  againft  this  impious 
king,  and  all  that  were  in  the  bond  of  iniquity  with 
him,  ieems  much  concerned  that  the  righteous  and 
the  wicked  fhould  be  involved  together  in  this  com- 
mon calamity :  to  relieve  the  prophet's  mind  upon 
this  matteri  God  gives  him  a  vifion  of  two  bafkets 
of  figs.  The  fruit  of  one  bafket  was  vile,  and  that 
of  the  other  excellent ;  the  former  reprcfentcd  the 
wicked,  the  latter  fuch  as  obeyed  the  voice  of  the 
Lord,  Jius  faith  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  Like  thefe 
good  figs,  fo  will  I  acknowledge  tbem  that  are  carried 
away  captive  of  Judab,  whom  I  have  fent  out  of  this 
place  into  the  land  of  the  Chaldeans  for  their  good. 
For  I  willfet  mine  eyes  upon  tbem  for  good,  and  I  wUl 
bring  tbem  again  to  this  land:  and  I  will  buHd  tbem, 
emd  not  pull  them  down ;  and  I  will  plant  them,  and 
notpbuk  tbem  up.  And  I  will  give  them  an  heart  to 
know  me,  that  Jam  the  Lord :  and  they  Jball  be  ary 
people,  and  I  will  be  their  God :  for  they  Jball  return 

unto 
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unto  me  mth  their  whole  heart.  Jcr.  xxiv,  5,  6>  7. 
It  is  to  thefe  that  my  text  fpeaks,  Te  that  have 
efcttped  thejwordy  go  away^  ftand  not  ftill :  remember 
the  Lord  i^ar  offy  and  let  Jerufalem  come  into  your 
mind.     In  handling  thefe  words,  F  will 

!•  Treat  ofthofe  who  e/caped  the /word. 

2.  Take  notice  of  the  prophet's  watchword,  and 
of  the  fecret  that  lay  under  it,  Go  away. 

3.  It  is  repeated,  or  re-enforced,  Stand  not  Jill. 

4.  The  exhortation.  Remember  the  Lord  afar  off. 

5.  To  let  their  city  have  a  place  in  their  heart 
Let  yerufalem  come  into  jour  mind.  And  I  ihall  con- 
clude with  comparing  fome  things  in  their  cafe  with 
ours,  and  go  through  my  text  in  new  teftament 
language. 

To  begin  with  thofe  who  efcaped  the  fword. 

God,  in  the  midft  of  this  furrounding  calamity, 

had  fet  before  the  darlings  of  his  foul  a  door  of 

hopCy  and  provided  a  refuge  from  thb  blaft  of  the 

terrible  Oncv  when  it  came  as  a  deftroying  dorm 

againft  their  walls,   and  that  was  fubmitting  their 

necks  to  the  yolce  pf  the  king  of  Babylon,     And 

unto  this  people  thoujhalt  Jay^  Thus  faith  the  Lord-, 

Behold^  I  fet  before  you  the  way  of  life^  and  the  way 

of  death.     He  that  abideth  in  this  city  fhall  die  by 

the  f wordy  and  by  the  famney  and  by  the  pejiilen,ce : 

but  he  that  goetb  out^  andfaUeth  to  the  Chaldeans  that 

beftege  yoUj.  be  fhall  live,  and  bis  life  fhall  te  unto 

him 
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himfixr  a  fre/.    For  I  bavi  Jet  nqface  agmiji  this 

tity  fir  evih  ^^d  not  fir  goad^/aitb  the  Lord:  itjhall 
ie  geuen  into  the  band  rf  tbe  king  of  Babylon,  find  be 
fiall  bum  itwitbjire.  Jcr.  xxi^^  9,  10. 

This   was  the  touchftone  and  the  w|iy  that. God 
made  for  the  obedient  to  efcape  :  thi^  was  the  trial. 
There  was  to  be  no  fafcty  in  the  city  of  God ; 
no  Ihelter  in  the  temple,  the  refidencc  of  God  ;  no 
protcAion  at  his  altar,  nor  yet  in  a  Icgd  fecrifice ; 
no  life  or  fafcty,  but  by  flying  into  the  jaKs  of  an 
heathen  and  a  cruel  enemy*    And  that  which  made 
this  trial  the  more  perplexing  wa$>  the  fjUle  pro- 
phets which  the  devil  fent  to  withftand,  confront, 
and  contradifb  the  prophet  of  God;   this  afforded 
plenty  of  ground  for  halting  with  the  fimple,  who 
believe  every  word;   and  it  ferved  to  confirm  the 
rebellious  in  their  infidelity.     Jeremiah  prophcficd 
fubje6lion  to   the  king  of  Babylon  ieventy  years. 
Hananiab  comes  into  tbe  temple  of  God^  and,  in,  tbe  fre- 
fence  Of  the  priejis  and  all  tbe  people,  fifing  ;    Tbu^ 
fpeaketb  tbe  Lord  ofbofts,  tbe  God  of  Ifrael,  Joying,  I 
have  broken  tbe  yoke  of  tbe  king  ofBabybm.  .  IVitbin  t^  ^ 

full  years  will  I  bring  again  into  tbis  place  all  tbe 
vejjils  of  tbe  Lord^s  boufcj  tbat  Nebuchadnezzar  took 
away  from  tbis  place.     And  I  will  bring  again  to  ibis  1 

place  Jeconiah  tbe  fon  of  Jeboialdm  ki^g  of  Judab, 
with  all  tbe  captives  of  Judab,  that  went  into  Baby^ 
hn^Jaitb  tbe  Lord:  for  I  will  break  tbe  yjoke  of  tbe 
king  of  Babylon.     Jcr.  xxviii.  2,  3,  4.  j 

God  orders  his  prophet  to  put  b^nds  and  yokes  J 

upon  his  neck,  in  token  of  Judah  and  other  nations 

ferving 


(  "  ) 

fcrving  the  king  of  Babylon.  And  they  JhaHftr-m  bim^ 
Jaitb  God  I   and  bis /my  and  bis  foiC s  fm.     Hananiah 

breaks  the  yoke  oflf  Jeremiah's  neck,  ZTkdfpakeinibe 
frejence  of  all  the  peopU^  faying^  Thus  Jaitb  the  Lord, 

Even  Jo  will  1  bnak  the  yoke  of  the  king  of  Babylon 
from  the  neck  of  all  nations ,  within  the  fpau  of  two 
full  years.     Jen  xxviii.  1 1 .     This  is  the  cry  of,  Lo^ 

here ;    and  lo^  there.     The   children  of  fall^hood 

cleaved  to  the  faUe  prophet,  and  conffured  agsunfi: 

Jeremiah ;  and  thofc  of  the  truth   deaved  to  the 

prophet  of  God  ;  and  this  manifefted- the  children 

of  God  and  the  children  of  the  detril.     Thofe^bo 

trufted  in  Hananiah^s  lie  were  cut  off  by  the  (Word 

of  the  Spirit ;   the  word  of  God  'was  a  iavour  of 

death  unto  death  to  them,  for  thofe  were  (Uin  firO: 

by  the  fword  of  God;   as  it  is  ^ixVi^ny'Tbey  ceme 

(that  is  the  Egyptians  and  the  Jews)  to  fight  with 

the  Chaldeans,  but  it  is  to  fill  sbem  with  tie ,  dead  h^ 

•dies  of  nun  wh^m  I  have  flam  in  mine  anger  and  in 

my  fury,  and  for  aU  whofe  wickednefs  I  bavehidng 

face Jrom  this  city.     Jer.  xxxiii.  5.     Thcfe  trufted  tD 

a  lie;   and  others  who  knew  not  the  voice  of  God 

from  the  voice  of  Satan,  halted  between  two  opp- 

nions,  till  the  bread  of  the  city  was  aU  exbaufted, 

and  the  fword  of  war  brought  them  to  ajConV 

clufion  with  a  witnefe. 

But  thofe  who  knew  the  Shepherd's  voice,  took 
the  warning,  and  obeyed  the  voice  of  the  Lord; 
and  to  thefe  the  word  of  God  was  a  favour  of  life 
unto  life ;  they  believed  it^  and  had  the.ir  life  for  a 

prey : 
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prey  :  thus  the  jujl  Ihed  hy  faith.     Thefe  eicaped 
the  fword  of  the  Spirit,  for  they  were  neither  cut 
off  nor  flain  by  it.     And,  to  confirm  theie  in  their 
obedience  and  confidence,  God  fent  an  awful  mef* 
fage  to  Hananiahy  who  had  been  laid  in  their  way 
by  the  devil  as  a  (tumbling- block.   Go,  and  tell  Ha- 
naniab^ferfingi  Tbusjdib  the  Lord,  Tbou  baft  broken 
the  yokes  of  wood ;   tut  tbou  Jbalt  make  for  them  yokes 
of  iron.     For  thus  /aitb  the  Lord  ofhofts,  the  God  if 
Ifrael^  I  have  put  a  yoke  of  iron  upon  aU  thefe  na- 
tions^ that  they  may  ferve  Nebuchadnezzar  king  of 
Babylon\  and  they  fball  ferve  him :  and  I  have  given 
him  the  beafts  of  the  field  alfo.     Then  f  aid  the  prophet 
Jeremiab  unto  Hanamab  the  prophet^  Hear  now.  Ha- 
namab ;  the  Lord  hath  not  fent  thee^  hut  thou  makeft 
this  people  to  truft  in  a  lie.     Therrfore  thus  faith  the 
Lardy  Behold^  I  mil  cqft  thee  from  off  the  face  of  the 
earth :   this  year  thou  fhalt  disy   becau/e  thou  haft 
taught  rebelUm  againft  the  Lot;d.    So  Hananiab  the 
prophet  died  the  fame  year  ^  in  thefeventh  month.    Jer» 
xxviii.  14 — 17.     This   awful  judgment  upon  the 
lying  prophet  confirmed  them  who  had  obeyed  the 
yoice  of  the  Lord  and  fell  away  to  the  Chaldeans , 
^^ben  the  wicked  arefmitten,  the  righteous  will  beware  i 
and  by  which  they  efcaped  being  (lain  by  the  fword 
of  the  fpirit. 

And  they  eicaped  the  fword  of  jufticc  alfo.     The 

/ooord  of  the  Lord  fball  devour  from  the  one  end  of  the 

land  even  to  the  other  end  of  the  land:   no  flefti  fball 

bave  peace.  Jer.  xii.  1 2.     But  thofc  who  yielded  the 

obedience 
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obedience  oF  faith  were  fcrecncd  from  this  fwoni: 
By  fire  and  by  /ward  did  the  Lord  plead  with  dlfiefisy 
andtbejkm  of  the  Lord  was  masffy.  But  thofe  who 
received  the  truth,  and  trufted  in  the  Lord,  efcaped 
both  the  curfe  of  the  law  and  the  fwordof  juftice, 
which  always  go  together :  MyJwordJbaU  be  bathed 
in  beafoeriy  and  Jhall  come  down  upon  Idumea^  the 
people  of  my  cwrje^  to  judgment ;  nor  Jhall  Jucb  be  eut 
afundery  nor  have  their  portion  with  hypocrites  and 
with  unbelievers.  In  fhort,  they  efcaped  being  (lain 
by  the  fword  of  the  Spirit ;  they  efcaped  the  fwprd 
pf  juftice  alfo>  and  the  fword  of  war;  their  fouls 
were  to  live,  and  their  life  was  given  to  them  for  a 
prey  wherever  they  came.     Which  leads  me, 

2dly,  To  coniider  their  watchword.  Go  away. 
This  captivity  had  been  foretold  by  many  eminent 
prophets,  even  by  Mofes  :  And  the  Lord Jbail/catter 
thee  among  all  people  ^  from  the  one  end  of  the  earth 
fven  to  the  other  end  of  it  i  and  there  thou  Jhalt/erve  ^ 
other  godsy  which  neither  thou  nor  thy  fathers  have 
known i  even  wood  and  fione.  And  among  thefe  nations 
Jhalt  thou  find  noeafe,  neither  Jhall  the  fole  of  thy  foot 
have  reft :  but  the  Lord  Jhall  give  thee  there  a  trembling 
hearty  and  failing  of  efes^  and/orrow  of  mind.  Deut. 
xxviii.  64,  6s*  To.  this  Daniel  alludes  in  his  fup- 
plications.  The  royal  pfalmiil  predi£b  this  long 
captivity  :  By  the  rivers  of  Babylon^  there  we  fat 
down,  yea,  we  wept^  when  we  remembered  Zion.  We 
hanged  our  harps  upon  the  willows  in  the  nUdft  thereof 
For  there  they  that  carried  us  ayoay  captive  required  of 

us 
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us  a  Jhng ;  and  they  that  wafied  us  required  of  us 
mirth^  Jajingy  Sing  us  one  cf  the  Jongs  of  Zim.  How 
Jball  wejlng  the  Lord's  Jong  in  a  ftrange  land  ?  Pfal. 
cxxxvii.  But  the  prophet  Ifaiah  is  more  full  than 
anyuponthis  head;  he  not  only  foretells  it,  but 
their  reftoration  fixxn  tt>  and  names  the  king  who 
ffaouk)  proclaim  their  enlargement^  and  who  (hall 
build  both*  their  city  and  their  temple.  Thefe  pro- 
phecies confirmed  thofe  in  their  faith  who  had 
obeyed  the  -voice  of  the  Lord  by  Jeremiah ;  and, 
they  being  inftruifled  by  the  prophet  in  the  mind 
and  will  of  the  Lord,  and  being  in  this  fecret,  he 
gives  them  the  watchword,  before  the  city  was 
takeO)  Go  awajy  JtandnotJliU. 

Moreover  he  had  informed  thofe  obedient  ones 
that  God  had  hid  his  fece  from  this  city,  and  that 
the  temple  was  to  be  burnt  with  fire  \  and  that,  if 
they  would  feek  and  find  the  prefence  of  God, 
they  (hould  find  him  in  the  place  of  their  captivity. 
Therefore  he  fays,  Tbusjaitb  the  LordGod^  Jkbougb 
I  have  eajt  them  far  off  among  tbe  heat  ben ^  and  al- 
though 1  have  Jcattered  them  among  tbe  countries  ^  yet 
will  I  he  to  them  as  a  little  JanSluary  in  tbe  countries 
where  tbrf  fball  come.  Ezek.  xi.  i6.  Thofe  there- 
fore that  would  find  God,  and  all  thofe  who  pined 
after  the  fanftuary  fervice,  were  to  find  his  prefence, 
and  himfelf  a  fan6hiary,  in  thefe  countries,  and  no- 
where elfe.  Hence  the  watchword.  Go  away^Jiand 
n&tJlilL 

Moreover,  all  their  gain  in  godlineis  was  to  be 

found 
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ftfihtd  there— I  wHI  fend  them  into  captivity  for 
tfreif  gdtod;  mine  eyes  fhall  be  upon  them  for  goody 
and  th^y  ftall  live,  tmd'  return  agasn,  and  I   will 
g?^e  thcii  peace  and  an  expeftcd  end.     There- 
fire  |fd  aivayyftandnotftiU.    Bcfidcs,  there  #as  no 
fafety  but  ander  the  yoke  of  the  king  of  Babylon ; 
he  that  fubrhits  to  his  yoke,  and  fervcs  the  king  of 
tiabylon,  (hall-  ha?v6  his  life  for  a  prey.    Hence  the 
warning,  Go  away^ftand  not  ftUL     But  a:gain,  the 
king  of  Babylon  was  God's  fcrvant,  and  to  ferve 
him  was  ferving  God ;  and,  as  the  rich  and  wicked 
oppreflbrs  among  the  Jews  kept  their  brethren  in 
bondage,  into  bondage  they  Ihould  go,   and  be 
made  to  know  what  the  yoke  of  fervitude  was,  who 
were  fo  fond  of  yoking  others ;   but  thofe  that 
obeyed  the  voice  of  the  Lord  were  to  fare  much 
better,     the  Lord /aid,  V€rily  it  JbaH  he  well  with 
tiy  refHnanti  verily  I  will  caiife  the  enmy  to  entreat 
thee  well  in  the  time  of  e^il  and  in  the  time  of  af^ 
jkstitm.  Jer.  xv.  1 1 .     Therefore  if  you  will  be  obc* 
dient  to  the  Lord  of  hofts^  and  believe  his  word ; 
if  you  will  have  your  life  for  a  prey,  and  live  by 
faith  y  if  you  will  follow  the  Lord,   who  is  gone 
ffohi  hence  to  Babylon;  if  ypu  will  efcape  theim* 
pf^ndiiig  judgment  and  inevitable  deftruftion ;  if 
you  will  feek  the  promifed  good  treatment,  and 
have  the  eyes  and'  h^art  of  God  upon  you  for 
good ;  if  you  would  enjoy  peace,  and  arrive  at 
thie  promifed  and  expe6ted  end — Go  away^  ftand 
notftm. 

Again, 
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Again,  God  will  (end  ho  more  prophets  to  Jem- 
fdlem  in  your  abfenccy  he  will  raifc  you  up  pro- 
j^cs  in  Babylon;  Ezckiel  is  already  there  to  meet 
you  in  the  perfon  of  God>  to  welcome  yqjjtflt  your 
coming,  and  to  be  over  you  in  the  Lord,  and  to 
encourage  all  them  that  have  obeyed  the  voice  of 
the  Lord  by  me  i  and  will  prcdift,  even  there,  the 
hme  deftruAion  to  them  who  defend  the  city 
againft  the  Chaldeans  that  I  do ;  you  will  diere  fee 
that  we  fpeak  the  fame  things,  and  tread  in  the 
lanr>e  fteps — therefore  ^^  away,Jandnof^il/.  I  now 
come  to  the  enforcement  of  the  exhortation, 

Sfand  not  JiilL  It  will  not  do  to  confult  carnal 
reafon — (he  will  plead  the  fafety  of  thofe  who  abide 
in  the  city  and  in  the  temple ;  but  tr^  ye  not  in  ly* 
ing  words^  J^i^gt  ^be  temple  of  the  Lordy  The  tem- 
ple of  the  Lord^  flbe  temple  of  tie  Lord,  are  tbf/e. 
Jer.  vii.  4.  For  God  will  be  a  little  fanfhiary  to 
you  in  the  countries  where  you  fhall  come — there* 
fore  Jland  not  Jiill.  Conf\ilt  not  with  fiefh  and 
blood.  Nature  will  argue  about  the:  length  of  the 
way,  the  cruelty  of  the  heathen,  their  abominable 
idolatry,  the  ftrangencfs  of  their  cuftoms,  their  un- 
known  dialed,  and  the  unlawfulnefs  of  ofiering  (a- 
crifices  to  God  in  a  ftrange  land — but  the  decree  of 
heaven,  the  predictions  of  ancient  prophets,  and 
the  word  from  God,  is,  that  this  land  (hall  lie  dc- 
folate  fcvcnty  years — therefore^ow^/  not  JHU. 

Standing  ftill  to  confider  occalions  halting,  and 
unbelief  will  work  in  thofe  that  halt,  and  the  felfe 

prophets 
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]|[ophetk  will  gain  an  afcendancy  orer  you^  and 
the  majority  that  arc  led  by  thenff  will  haire  a  fad 
influence  and  bad  effefb  upon  your  minds,  to  the 
endangering  of  both  (bul  and  body-^therefore/Mtf 
fM  ftilly  left  by  fuch  coDfultations  you  ftop^  yea, 
turn  back,  and  perifli  in  the  public  calanlity — r^* 
fhembcr  Lofs  wift^  who  was  ordered  not  to  look 
Back^  nor  tarry  in  all  the  plain — xkitxtiox^  ftandw4 
Jl^.  '  I  have  no  call  to  tell  you  where  to  go,  you 
know  that  already,  it  is  to  Babylon;  there  go, 
tliere  is  your  fafcty  and  your  proteftion. j  and  re^' 
member  the  Lcrd  afar  off^  and  Ut  Jerujalem  come  inu 
jottr  mind. 

'  Remember  the  Lord  afar  off^  &c.  To  encourage 
you  to  this  you  have  feveral  ancient  prophecies^ 
as  well  as  the  orders  of  God  by  me.  And  I  tvill 
make  your  cities  wafle^  and  bring  your  JanBuaries 
unto  defolation^  and  I  will  notjmell  the  favour  of  your 
fmeet  odours.  And  I  will  bring  the  land  into  defc-^ 
laticn\  and  your  e>:emies  which  dwdl  therm  fbdl  be 
^onijhed  at  it.     And  I  will  f cutter  you  among  the 

iefithen^  and  will  draw  out  a  fword  after  you ;   and 

• 

your  !and  fball  be  defolate,  and  your  cities  wafie^ 
then  fi>all  the  land  enjoy  her  fabbatbs^  as  long  as  it. 
liitb  defolatCj  and  ye  be  in  your  enemies*  land}  eveti 
tbtnfhaU  the  land  reft^  and  enjoy  her  fabbalhs.  And 
npCM  them  that  are  left  alive  of  you,  1  wiU  fend  a 
faintnefs  into  their  hearts  in  the  lands  of  their  ene^ 
mies ;  md  the  found  of  a  fbaken  leaffhall  chafe  them  % 

uifd  they  fhall  flee^  ^as  fleeing  from  the  fword}  and 
'     \    \  B  they 
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tbey  JhdUfall  when  none  pur/netb.  Bui^  if^^9fi0 
confrfs  their  iniquify,  and  the  iniquity  of  their  fathers^ 
with  their  trejp^^js  which  they  trejpajfed  agm^  me^ 
imd  that  dfo  tbey.  b^e  walked  contrary  unto  me ;  and. 
that  I  alfo  have  walked  contrary  unto  them^  and  have 
brought  thpn  into  the  land  of  their  enemies  i  iftbert 
tl^eir  uncircumci/ed  hearts  be  humbled^  and  they  then 
accept  of  the  punijhment  of  their  iniquity  i  then  will  I 
remember  my  covenant  with  Jacobs  and  alfo  my  cove^ 
nant  with  Ifaac^  and  alfo  my  covenant  with  Abraham 
will  I  remember  i  and  I  will  remember  the  land. 
Lev.  xxvi. 

Solomon  in  his  prayer  at  the  dedication  of  the 
temple  and  the  promife  of  God  in  anfwer  thereto^ 
is  full  to  the  fame  purpofc.  If  thy  people  fm 
agamft  thee  (for  there  is  no  man  thaijinneth  not)^ 
and  thou  be  angry  with  them^  and  deliver  them  to 
the  enemy  ^  fo  that  they  carry  them  awiy  captives  unto 
the  land  of  the  enemy,  far  or  neary  yet  if  tbey  fiall 
bethink  themfehes  in  the  land  whither  they  were  carried 
captive,  and  repent,  and  make  fupplication  unto  thee  in 
the  land  of  them  that  carried  them  captives ,  /dryings 
We  have  finned  and  have  done  perverfely,  we  have 
committed  wickednefs:  and  fo  return  unto  thee  with 
aU  their  heart,  and  with  all  their  fouly  in  the  land  of 
their  enemies  which  led  them  away  captive^  and  pray 
unto  thee  toward  their  land  which  thou  gavefi  unto 
their  fathers,  the  city  which  thou  haft  chofen,  and  the 
houfe  which  I  have  built,  for  thy  name :  then  bear 
thou  their  prayer  and  their  fupplicatim  in  heaven  thy 

dweUing 
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dwetlmg  place^  and  fnainiain  their  caufei  and  forgive - 
thy  people  that  have  finmed  a^ain^  thee,  and  all  their 
t^anf^effms  wbereiH  they  have  tranfgrejfed  againfi^  thee, 
and  give  them  companion  iefore  them  who  carried  them 
captive,  that  they  may  have  compajjion  on  thein.  i  Kings 
viii.  And  the  arifwer  is.  That  the  Lord  appeared 
to  Solomon  the/econd  time,  as  he  had  appeared  unto  him 
ai  Glbeon.  /ind  the  Lord /aid  unto  him,  I  have  heard 
thy  primer  and  thy  Jupplication,  that  thou  baft  made  be- 
fore me  r  I  have  hallowed  this  houfe^  which  thou  haft 
halt  to  put  my  name  there  for  ever :  and  mine  eyes 
and  mine  heart  ft^aU  be  there  perpetualfy.  i  Kings  ix« 
1—3.  Thcfc  were  the  prophecies  that  went  be- 
fore, which  were  full  of  counfel  and  inftrudtion  to 
thofe  who  were  ordered  to  go  away,  and  to  remember 
the  Lord  afar  off. 

This  kind  caution  was  to  guard  them  againft  the 
fubtilty  and  thievery  of  the  devil,  who  watches  and 
lies  in  wait  to  fteal  the  word  of  God  out  of  the 
heart  which  is  fbwn  in  it,  that  we  may  becoiVie  un- 
fruitfuL  Hence  xht  apoftle's  exhortation,  fFie  ought 
to  give  the  more  eameft  heed  to  the  things  which  we 
have  heard,  left  at  any  time  we  fhould  let  them  flip. 
If  ever  we  let  them  flip,  it  is  by  the  cunning  of  the 
devil,  who  diverts  our  minds  with  ibme  worldly 
ratde,  while  he  robs  the  memory  0/  the  word  of 
God  fown  therein — therefore  remember  the  Lord 
afar  off.  Remember  the  promifes  that  he  hath 
made  to  you,  of  being  with  you,  and  a  little  fane* 
tuary  to  yous  and  of  his  fending  you  there  for. 

B  2  your 


ymir  good^  of  his  letting  his  eyes  and  bia  heart 
upon  you,  of  the  happy  return  he  has  promifed 
you,  and  the  peaceable  end  be  wlU  bring  you  to : 
and  a^  God  is  iBoft  faithful,  (b  he  will  without  fiitl 
make  I^s  promife  good.     Meditate  upon  thefe 
tbifigSy  ponder  them  orer  in  your  mind.     Mj  fiid 
JhtUl  hejaiisfied  as  wiib  marrow  andfatnefs ;  and  m^ 
fmutbjhall  pr^c  thee  mtb  joyful  Ups:  when  Ire* 
'  manber  thee  upon  my  isd,  and  miditato  on  fba  in  the 
night  watches^    Becaufe  tbou  b^  heon  my  help  \  there* 
fire  in  the  floadotv  of  iby  wings  wiUIrejoke.    Pf^m 
Ixiii.  5 — 7 .     Rememter  the  Ijordafar  off.     Remem-i 
ber  to  put  your  truftand  confidence  in  him,  to  reft 
and  rely  upon  him,  and  to  expeA  every  needful 
and  promifed  help  from  him.    Now  know  I  that 
the  Lord  Javeth  bis  anointed  \  he  will  bear  bim  from 
his  hdly  heaven  with  the  faving  ftrengtb  of  his  fight 
band.     Some  trnft  in  chariots^  and  feme  in  borfes :  but 
we  will  remember  the  name  of  the  Lord  our  God.  PfaJ* 
XX.  6>  7.     Remember  to  call  conftantly  upon  hk 
name^  and  be  thankflil  for  his  difcriminating  grace 
in  fparing  you  from  thofe  that  have  not  obeyed  the 
voice  of  the  Lord  :   for  thofe^  to  a  man,  Ihall  fall 
by  famine,  by  peftilence,  and  fword  j  but  you  arc 
the^^  hairs  that  have  cleaved  to  the  covenant 
Head,  and  are.  wrapped  up  in  the  fldrt  of  him  that 
diall  be  called  Ti&tf  Lord  our  Rigbteoufnefs.  Ezck.  v.  j. 
And  let  J&^uJdUm  come  into  your  nund.     It  is  your 
birth  place,    and  the  place  of  your  fathers  fepul- 
dires-s  it  hath  long  been  the  city  of  the  great  King, 
•    ;  the 
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tbelidy  mountsun«  tod  the  refidenQe-  of  the  living 
God,  where  the  Almighty  has  long  pujt  bis  naiine^ 
And  to  this  you  arc  -ehdooraged  by  ancteilt  pro- 
phecy. By  ibe  tyvicrs  of  Babylimy  tbtre  ^e /(tu  dotm^ 
&c.  HowftHiU  we  fing  the  Lord's /kg  in  \a^.  fir Mg9 
land?  If  I  forget  thu^  O  Jmifalm^  kt.  tK^^  rigk$ 
hand  forget  her'cunnlng.:^  If  I  domt  remndfcr  tSee) 
lot  my  isoMgue  cUavtto  tlwrodf  of  my' mouth ;  ^  Ip^e* 
far  not :  Jorufaiem  sbove  -  my  chief  joy.  Q  dau^ter  of 
Babylon^  w:o  art  to.  ie  d^oyodi  Jhaiffy  fhnU  he  be^ 
that  newmd^b  thee '  ds  tSfiu  ht^Jirved  us.  P£llm 
cxtKViu  ^,  6.  8. 

It  is  to  Jerufalein,  lind  to  the  temple  flicre,  that 
^loixum  in  his  prayer  diredls  your  eyes  to  look'  for 
helpr  -  li^/iy  fiofk  gp^out  to\battU  again/i  their  enemy 
H»httbir)oefuer  tbou  Jhtdt  find  them,  .'and  fball  pray 
unto  the  Lord  toward  the  city  which  thou  haft  chofetti^ 
and  poxxmrd  the  bouje-  that  I  have  built  for  thy  namet 
then  heat  thou  in  heaven  their  prayer  and  thdrjufftiv 
eation^md  mtuntain  ^ar  cau/e.  i  Kings  viii,  441  45. 
Therefore  let  Jeru/alem  come  into  your  mind^ 

Jeruf^ieni  is  to'  he  buift  again;  and' die  temple 
alfo  i  and  is  to  he  once  more  the  refxienc^  of  the 
Lord  of  hofts.  Cynis  is  to  buiid  the  city,  and  to 
ibunid  the  tempfe ;  and  he  is  to  let  you  'go  frecj 
fxot  for  price  nor  reward,  faith  the  Lord  of  bolts  bf 
his  former  prophets. 

It  is  to  Jerufalem  that  the  promif^d  Meffiab  is  to 
'tome ;  into  that  city  he  is  to  ride^  h<&^ing  falvation, 
meek  and  lowly,  riding  upon  an  u&^  and  upon^a 

B  3  colt. 


(  «  ) 

colt,  the  fole  of  an  afs — ^therefore  lei  Jerufalem  come 
i»t^  yew  mind., 

God  will  choofe  Jerufalem  agaiiii  and  take  up 
his  abode  there,  and  dwell  there^  until  the  defire 
of  all  nations  (ball  come.  It  is  in  that  city  that  an 
end  is  to  be  made  of  fin,  and  reconciliation  for  ini-. 
qaicy,  everlafting  righteouliiefs  Ifaall  be  brought 
in^  the  Moft  Holy  (hall  be  anointed,  and  the  Mef- 
iiah  (hall  be  cut  oflT,  but  not  for  .:himfelf — ^(herefore 
&/  Jerufalem  come  into  your  mind^ 

But  agairt,  it  is  from  Jeru(alem  that  falvadon  is 
to  go  into  all  lands  :  the  law  (hall  go  forth  out  o( 
Zion,  ayid  the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Joruialem. 
In  Bethlehem  pur  hope  is  to  be  born,  in  t\^  land  of 
Zebulun  and  Naphtali  .he  is  to  (hine,  to  JeruGdem 
be  is  ta come  having  falvati6n»  in  jthe  fecond  temple 
he  is  to  appear  inperfon,  in  his  days  Jerufalem  ia 
to  dwell  in  fafety,  and  Ifrael.is  to  be  (aved;  atid 
ibis  is  the  name  whereby  hejhallbe  called^  The  Lord 
€ur  Rigbteoujnefs.  Therefore  ieS  Jerufalem  tome  into 
your  mind. 

Remember  what  hath  been  done  there,  what  is 
promifed  to  you  at  yoor  return  thither,  and  the 
wonderful  works  that  are  yet  to  be  accompli(hed  in 
that  city,  and  the  falvation  which  is  to  go  from 
jhence,  even  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  There- 
fore I  exhort  you  to  let  Jerufalem  com^  into  your 
^mtndm .  •  t 

,     Having  gone  briefly  through  the  hiftorical  an^ 
.  prophdtic^l  part  pf  wy  tcxt>  I  (hall  now  ^ndeavo\^r 
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to  go  over  thefe  heads  again,  and  to  compare  fomc 
things  in  their  cafe  with  oursy  and  to  offer  you  what  I 
hare  in  view  in  the  language  of  the  New  Tedament. 
I  have  Ihewn  you  that  this  long  and  tedious 
fcaptivity  was  fome  hundreds  of  years  before  pre* 
difted  by  Mofes,  David,  and  Ifaiah ;  and  often 
mentioned,  efpecially  by  the  pfalmift,  in  the  pad 
tenie,  which  was  to  (hew  that  it  had ,  long  fince 
pafied  in  the  court  of  heaven,  and  therefore  was  as 
fiire  to  come  upon  them  as  the  decree  of  heaven  is 
fiire : '  and  fo  is  this  prefent  calamity  of  ours  fore^ 
told  alio,  jhd  there  Jball  be  a  time  of  trouble ^/ucb 
as  never  was  fince  there  was  a  nation^  even  to  that 
Jaime  time.  Dan.  xii.  i.  The  New  Teftament 
fpeaks  the  fame  language ;  it  is  univerfal,  and  is 
jpdcen  by  way  of  threatening  to  all  thofe  who  pro* 
fcfs  the  name  of  Chrift.  And  I  gave  her /pace  to 
repent  of  her  fornication  i  and  Jbe  repented  not. 
(This  is  Jezebel,  or  the  whore  of  Babylon.)  Be^ 
bold,  I  will  caft  her  into  a  bed,  and  them  that  com^ 
mit  adultery  with  her  into  great  tribulation,  except 
they  repent  of  their  deeds*  And  I  wUl  kill  her  chil* 
dren  with  death ;  and  all  the  churches  JbaU  know 
that  I  am  he  which  Jearchetb  the  reins  and  hearts  : 
and  I  will  give  unto  every  one  of  you  according  to 
your  works.  Rev.  ii.  ai — 23.  In  this  pafiage  a 
time  is  offered  to  Jezebel  to  repent  i  but  to  no  ef» 
{t&.  She  repented  not,  nor  ever  confelfed  her 
abominations  to  God,  but  perfifted  in  them ;  for 
which  fhe  is  threatened  with  a  bed  of  languiihing 
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Md  pioing  (jcknefsj  and  theft'  flifc  fies  now.  Tbe 
kings  of  the  earth  who  e%pufe  her  caxifet  tn^ 
courage  iu  and  profeis  it,  Chrift  wUl  cdft  them 
into  great  tribulation,  except,  they  repent  of  their 
deeds  ^  and  all  fuch  as  go  over  to  her,  or  become 
her  converts,  fliall  be  deftroyed  j  /  toill  kill  kit 
children  with  death*  The  next  thing  mentioned,  13 
a  trial  upon  all  the  churches ;  and  Jn  this  Chrift 
will  make  himfelf  known  as  tl)e  omoifcient  God  2 
^ tk^  churches  Jhall know  thai. lam  be  winch fearcb^ 
etb  the  reins  and  hearts ;  and  he.  will  reward  both 
faint  and  hypocrite,  and  I  wUl  give  t$  every  rnie  ef 
you  according  to  your  works. 

Nebuchadnezzar's  monarchal  ftatue,  or  the  great 
image  prefented  to  him  in  his  dream^  and  Daniel'a 
interpretadon  of  it>  are  well  known*  At  each  eiKl 
of  this  image  a  heavy  trial  f)iUs«\jpon  the  church  of 
Chrift.  The  empire  which  began  in  Nimrod  rofe 
to  the  height  of  its  fplendour  under  Nebuchadnezzari 
he  was  the  bead  rf  gold*  And  under  this  goldea 
head  the  fiery  trial,  of  which  my  text  fpeaks,  fell 
ppon  the  Jews »  and  undqr  $be  ten  toes  of  the  imago^^ 
which  are  part  of  iron  and  part  (f  chfy,  and  whicK 
are  explained  to  be  ten  kings ;  under  thcfe  kings 
this  univerfal  trial  befalls  all  the  churches. 

Moreover,  from  the  time  that  this  trial  came  upoii 
(he  Jews,  to  the  expiration  of  the  re^n  of  the  gokleq   ' 
)^ead,  was  about  feventy  years ;  and  from  the  begin-* 
nif^g  of  the  next  fiery  trial  which  befalls  the  New 
Teftament  churches,  to  the  deftruftion  of  the  greai 
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ibtri^  talbi  M/fiitd  Bobybm^  will  be  the  &me  dstte." 
According  to  the  teaching  which  I  am  now  un^^ 
and  according  to  wliat  I  ice,  and  what  I  realty  be* 
fiew  ;  yea,  I  have  not  a  doubt  but  that  wbeevvr 
liires  ft)  fee  it^  and  compare  the  one  with  thd  cither, 
willHtnd  this  to  be  true. 

Furthemidre^  the  formfcr  trial  umkr  the  ^ptiat 
hiad  was ' limber &1  \  Jeremkik  was  triiuhe'd  a'prvpbdt 
6f  the  nations.  He  was  to  give  the  cup  of  theLonl 
to  aU  nations;  For  thus  fmtb  the  Lord  Gdd oflftad 
amo  mi  i  Take  the  wne  cup  €f  this  fmy^t  my  bauii 
and  €aufe  all  the  nations  fo  niohom  Ijendtheeto 
ii.  And  they  Jbatt  iMfiiky  and  ie  moved,  em 
becauje  of  tbejword  that  I  ^uoiU  fsHd  among  them.  Jer. 
XXV.  15,  16.  And  the  trial  wh^ch  befalls  the  nations,' 
under  the  ten  toes,  or  ten  kings,  Ihall  be  as  univer- 
lal  as  that  was ;  for  ki  ftall  rea^h  to  ^11  thole  wkd^ 
}iare  drar^  of  the  wme  cup  of  the  whore's  fbmica-' 
tion.  Rev.  xvii.  4.  And  as  aU  nations  have  beem 
drienk  with  the  wine  vf  her  fornication  (Rev.  xviii.  3), 
fo  all  thele  nations  and  kings,  over  whom  that 
great  city  hath  reignetl,  (ball-  be  ciaft  into  great  tri- 
bulation ;  for  this  hour  of  temptation  Jball  come  npom 
all  the  ^ortd  to  try  them.  Rev.  iii.  ia.  But  mjr* 
bttfinefs  Kes  with  the  people  <^  God>  and  therefore 
I  fiiiall  bring  in  no  more  of  the  calamities  that  are' 
threatened  to  the  nations  at  large,  than  what  is 
heedful  to  help  me  in  the  things  I  have  in  view. 
•  The  trial  that  I  am  about  to  treat  of,  is  cajled-a: 
temptation ;  which  word  doth  not  always  tnean  thcf 

evil 
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evil  fuggeftions  of  Sa^»  or  the  cntidetAeots  and 
allurements  which  he  makes  ufe  of  to  draw  peofde 
into  Gn^  but  it  often  means  the  trials  that  God  brings 
his  people  into^  and  the  tells  that  he  puts  them  to  r 
md'th^^Lfifd did.  Hmpt  Abraham.  Abraham  might 
have  fome  godly  jealoufies  and  fufpicions  of  his  own 
heart,  whether  he  did  not  indulge  too  inordinate  an 
affeftion  for  this  long-looked-fbr  an4  much  ex- 
pe^ed  heirofpromifei  and  therefore  Qod  tempted 
and  tried  him»  not  to  evil,  nor  with  evilj  for  in 
this  fenfe  God  tempteth  no  man ;  tvtry  n^n  diat 
18  tempted  in  this  way,  is  drawn  away  of  his  own 
hifl;  and  enticed*  Nor  did  God  tempt  AbnJiani 
that  he  might  know  what  Abraham's  faith  and  heart 
wasj  for  God  could  not  be  ignorant  of  thefe  things  $ 
but  God  int^ded  that  Abraham  fhould  know  his 
Qwn  integrity  and  the  power  of  that  grace  that 
Qod  had  put  into  him.  Moreover  it  is  called  a 
temptation  on  various  accounts, 

Firft9  becaufe  he  is  ordered  to  do  that  which  is 
contrary  to  reafon,  to  nature,  and  to  all  laws,  hu- 
man  and  divine,  and  that  was,  to  murder  his  own 
child,  without  any  crime  laid  to  his  charge,  or  with- 
out doing  any  thing  worthy  of  death  or  of  bonds^ 
.  adly,  He  was  ordered  to  do  what  God  nev^r  in- 
tended he  fhould  do ;  and  this  uught  Abraham  this 
leffon,  that  God  accepts  the  will  for  th^  deed-*— 
If  there  he  firft  a  willing  rnnd,  ii  is  accepted;  and 
God  received  Ifaac  in  0  Jigure^  pr  as  figurative  of  a 
better  facrifice. 
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gdly,  This  temptation  tried  Abrahflni  fordiy  ii| 
;  it  was  in  Abraham,  and  in  his  ^ed,  that  ^ 
Battens .  of  the.  «arth  were  to  be  blefled  ^  in  IHiac 
the  coveaaot  was  to  be  eftablifhed,  ^nd  the  leed  of 
liaac  was  to  be  a$  ini^umierable  as  the  fts^rs  of  iiea- 
VCR*  But  how  was  this  to  come^bout  if  Ifaac  was 
%o  be  no  qnorc  i  Tker^ore /prang  there  £7m  of-  ow^ 
und  km  as  go^J  as  detfJjJo  many  as  tbejtars  if  the 
jh  in  multUuM^  and  as  the  Jand  yohkh  if  iy  tbejka- 
fime  imumerable.  Hicb,  xi,  i  a. 
.  Aod>'laftly,  this  trial  was  to  let  Ahrahaip  Iwow 
the  power  of  grace  in  his  own  heart;  for  Abrahaoi 
obeyed,  4nd  went  at  GodV  command,  a|id  wa^  de- 
termined to  flay  bis  Ton,  rather  than  keep  him  as  i^ 
rival  taGpd.  This  proved  to  Abfahaip  that  grac? 
reigned,  and  th^t  God-wa;  fupreqie  in  his  aQec^ 
ti:ons :  htnce  the  gr?at  eqcomiurns ;  By  myfelfbave 
J/wtfTtij  Jaith  the  Lord^  hecauje  thou  hafi  done  this 
things  and  not  withheld  thy/on^  thine  qnlyjon^  that 
in  hlejjing  1  will  hlejs  thee,  and  in  mult^lying  I  wiH 
'  tnultiply  thee  :  afidi^  thy  feed Jhall  all  the  nations  oftbe^ 
(arth  hehlejfedi  becaufe  thou  hafi  obeyed  my  voice^ 
Gen.  xxii«     Now  this  is  called  a  temptation. 

Again.  The  very  heayy^tri^l  of  the  children  of 
Ifrael  in  Egypt  is  called  the  fame.  Mpfes  and 
Aaron  gather  the  elders  of  Ifrael  together,  and  in- 
form them  of  the  appearanpe  of  God  to  them>  an4 
of  their  bping  fent  to  deliver  them  froni  tj^eir  yoke 
pf  bondage :  but,  inftead  of  a  fpeedy  deliverance,  as  \ 

iVy  f  Jpcftcd,  a  yoke  ten  times  heavier  comes  09 
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Acm.  Taflc-mafters  are  appointed  over  thefe ;  ^ 
double  tale  of  bricks  is  demanded,  no  ftraw  is  al-* 
lowed^and  the  old  men  are  beaoen,  beoaufe .  tbejr 
cannot  perform  impoflibilities;  This  embiceers 
their  fouls,  infomuch  that  they  rebel  againft  Moiet 
and  Xaroh.  j^d  they  met  Mofes  and  Aarin,  mfc# 
\fioodin  tbtir  way  as  they  came  forth  frem  Pharaoh  § 
and  they /aid  unto  tbem^  The  Lord  look  upon  yiu^  and 
judge :  hecaufeyou  have  made  our  favour  to  heabborrci, 
in  the  eyes  of  Pharadbl  and  in  the  t^s  ofbisfervantSi 
to  put  a  fword  in  their  ^dnds  to  Jlay  us.  Ekcd.  v. 
20,  21.         ' 

'  The  fiery  tnal  at  the '  Red  Sc«;  and  the  following 
onej  oF  going  three  days  ^in^the  wildcrrtefs  without 
water,  and  'that  of  the  want  of  food  till  the  manna 
fclli'  the  judjgments  that  bdfeH  the  rebeliiousi  which 
at  times  endangered  the  lives  of  the  who^e  muItH 
tude,  and  the  terible  maieftjr  of  God  at  the  giving 
of  the  law,  which  was  fuch  as  none  before  cvcf 
heard  and  faw,  and  yet  lived  ;  are  all  called  tempca^ 
tions.  Hath  God  ever  affayedto  godtid  take  him  a 
nation^from  the  midji  of  another  nation^  hy  temptations^ 
Irffigns^  and  by  wonders^and  by  ^ar^  and  by  a  mighty 
handi  and  by  a  fir  etched  out  arm,  and  by  great  terrors, 
according  to  all  that  the  Lordyvur  GoddidbeftreyMr 
eyes  ?  Deut.  iv.  34. 

Moreover,  thefe  temptations  fell  upon  Pharaob 
and  upon  all  the  Egyptians  j  for  Mofes  was  con- 
fronted by  the  magicians^.  Every  time  Pbaraohand 
his  fervants  hearkened  to  Mofes,  and  fybttiitted 
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themfekesj  there  was  refpite;  and  every  time  they 
hearkened  to  the  magicians,  and  rebelled,  then  thd 
judgments  came  on*     When  God  fent  hail  and  fire- 
to  dellroy  all  that  were  in  .the  field,  both  man  and- 
bcafl:>  all  the  Egyptians  that  feared  the  Lord  took 
their  cattle  and  fervants  honne,  and  faved  diem  j  but 
thoie  who  abode  by  the  nvagicians,  and  feared  no& 
God,  left  them  in  the  fieldj  and  they  all  perilhed. 
*   Ei>U  angels  alfo  ivere  fml  among  tbem  j  thcfe,  by- 
the  magicians^  inflaenced  and  pufhed  on  Pharaoh^ 
dnd  his  people,  till  Egypt  was  deftroyed,  the  firft- 
born-  flain,  and  Pharaoh  and  all  his  hoft  drowned  in 
the  Red  Sea.     All  thcfe  were  temptations  upon  the 
Egyptians ;   they  rebelled  againft  God,  and  God 
gave  diem  up  to  believe  lies,  that  they  might  juftly 
^  damned,  for  fhutcing  their  eyes  againft  all  the 
difplays  of  his  almighty  power,  and  for  rebelling^ 
againft  the  word  and  counfel  of  the  Mdl  High. 
All  theie  are  called  temptations.     Te  have  Jeen  all 
ibat  the  Lord  did  before  your  eyes  in  the  land  of  Egypt, 
unto  Pbaraob,  and  unto  all  bisjervants^  and  unto  alt 
bis  land.     Tbe  g  reat  temptations  wbieh  tbine  eyes  bave 
feen^  tbefigns  and  thoje great  miracles.  Deut.  xxix.  2  j. 
The  fubjed  now  in  hand  was  iimilar  to  this. 
The  firft  command  is  given  to  God's  own  profeff- 
mgpeople)  which  is,  that  the  king  of  Babylon  (fays* 
God)  is  my  fervant ;   and  every  Ifraelite  that  fajk. 
away  to  the  Chaldeans  (hall  live,  and  have  his  life 
for  a  prey,  and  chey  (hall  go  forth  into  captivity  for 
tbar  good,  and  God  promifed  he  would  be  a  llttlo 
-i  fan6buary 
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tjUiStazry  ta  them;  The  next  commarid  is  to  zOt 
nations ;  and  diis  command  was^  to  he  lent  to  all 
foreign  princes  hj  their  feryants,  the  ambailadors 
that  came  to  the  court  at  Jerufalem*  Tbus/aitb  the 
IfCrd  t^  me^  Make  tbee  honds  andyekis,  and  put  tbet» 
^eu  tbyneck^  and /end  them  to  the  king  ofEdim^  and- 
to  the  king  ofMoab^  and  to  the  king  of  the  Ammonites^ 
mndto  the  king  of  Tyrus^  aud  to  the  king  ofZidon^  hy 
the  hand  qf  the  mejfengers  which  eome  to  JerufaUm^ 
unto  Zedekiah  king  of  Judab.  jind  command  them  t(k- 
Jay  to  their  mafiers^  TChus  faith  the  Lord  of  bofts^  the 
Cedcflfraely  thus  Jballye fay  toyourmafters^  I  have 
made  the  earthy  the  man  and  beaft  that  are  upon  the 
gjrcund,  by  my  great  power ^  and  by  my  out-fir  etched 
army  and  I  have  given  it  to  whom  itfeemed  meet  unt^ 
me.  And  now  I  have  given  all  tbefe  lands  into  the  band 
0f  Nebuchadnezzar  the  king  of  Babylon^  myfervanty 
and  the  beaft  of  the  field  have  I  given  him  alfo  toferve 
him.  And  all  nations  fhallferve  him^  and  bisfon^  and 
bisfon^sfon^  until  the  very  time  of  bis  land  come\  and 
then  many  nations  and  great  kingdoms  fhall  ferve  them^ 
/elves  of  him.  And  it  fhall  come  to  pafsy  that  the  na^ 
tion  and  kingdom  that  will  mt ferve  the  fame  Nebuchad^ 
nezzar  the  king  of  Babylon^  and  that  will  not  put  their 
neck  under  the  yoke  of  the  king  ofBaiylony  thai  nation 
wll  Ipunifb  faith  the  Lordy  with  thefword^  and  with 
famine^  and  with  the  pefiilencCy  until  1  have  canfumed 
them  by  his  hand.  Jer.  xxvii.  2 — 8, 

This  is  the  command  of  God  by  his  fervant  Jcrc- 
miahj  whom  he  had  ordained  a  prophet  to  the  na-^ 

tions : 


(    31    ) 

tioas :  and  fudi  times  of  troable  ore  GadV  tempta« 
uons,  trial9>  and  touchftones>  by  which  he  puts  men 
to  the  teft ;  and  that  which  makes  it  fo  is,  the  devil 
ftir^ing  up  rebellious  finners  to  counteraA  and  to  try 
to  refifl:  the  will  of  God,  and  lead  meo  to  rebel 
againll  it.    This  w^  the  cafe  in  Egyptj^  Mofes  and 
Aaron  are  fent  to  declare  the  will  of  God,  and  Satait 
lent  Jannes  and  Jambres  to  oppofe  them:  and 
though  the  magicians  and  their  folly  were  mani- 
felled,  and  they  were  obliged  to  acknowledge  tbefin^ 
ger  of  God i  and  although  they  could  not  fland  before 
Moles,  for  the  plague  of  the  boil  was  upon  the  magicians^ 
yet  they  pu(hed  Pharaoh  on,  till  /  (faith  God)  made 
she  nations  tojhake  at  the  found  of  bis  fall^  when  I  cafi 
him  down  to  hell.    Ezek.  xxxi.  i6. 
.  In  Jcrufalem's  trial  the  devil  afted  the  fame  part; 
Jeremiah  declares  the  wiU  of  God  to  the  children  of 
Judah,  that  they  fliould  ferve  the  king  of  Babylon 
leventy  yeais  ;  many  falfe  prophets  rife  up  againft 
Jbim,  and  Hananiah  at  the  liead  of  them ;  and  the 
priefis^  and  the  prophet Sp  and  all  the  people^  took  bim^ 
faying,  Thoujbaltfurefy  die.     fVby  baft  thou  prophe-^ 
fied  in  the  name  of  the  Lord^  faying^  ^bis  houfe  fball 
he  like  Shiloby  and  this  ciiyft)all  be  defolate  without 
inhabitants  ?  j6jd  all  the  people  were  gathered  /a-* 
getier  againft  Jeremiah  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord.  Ch« 
xxxvi*     Whatever  God  faid  by  his  prophet,  thefe 
falle  prophets  contradi£ted.    Jercn^ah  prophefied 
chat  the  fword  of  the  king  of  Babylon  and  the 
famine  ihaU  come  j  the  &lfe  prophets  declared^  Te 

ft>aU 


IwiBgiviyou  sfUr^dp^ce  in  tbispU^e:  iMt^fays 
Godv  ty /mn^d  and  famine  JbaU  fiofe  prophets  be  eon^ 
Jamedi  Jeremiah  aflbres  them  of  a  feventy  years  cap- 
iRvity ;  Hananiah>  after  ibme  of cbem  weficfi>rdi>  pr6- 
Allies  their  fafe  return  within  two  years  :  and  thefe 
prophets  led  the  people  to  truit  in  a  lie  \  and  by  fuch 
felfe  prophets  they  were  encouraged  to  endure  the 
terrible  fiege,  and  to  defend  Acmfelves  to  die  laft  ex- 
tremity :  and  though  they  had  firen  the  threatened 
dcflruftion  of  Hananiah,  yet  they  went  on ;  and  alt 
this  time  they  fought  againft  God  bknftlf^  till  by 
iword>  famine^  and  peflilence,  they  and  their  fsiSi 
prophets  all  periflied  together. 

Thofe  who  at  firft  obeyed  the  voice  of  the  Lord 

smd  fell  away  to  the  Chaldeans^  and  were  gone  to 

Babylon,  met  with  the  promifed  bleiling  of  God's 

being  with  them  there  \  4and  found  that  Ezekiel  was 

jcaiied  up  of  God  to  teach  and  inftru61:  them  in  Ba* 

bylon :  yet  the  devil  had  not  done  with  them,  for 

))e  raifed  up  fome  of  his  own  tools  to  widifiand  thtt 

prophet,  and  thefe  had  feduced  not  a  few*    Far  tbiu 

Jaiib  ihe  Lord  of  bofts\  tbe  God  oflfraeh  L^^  not  your 

pr^pbeis  and  your  diviners  ibat  be  in  tbe  mdfi  ofyou^ 

deceive  you^  neither  bearken  to  ycitr  dreams  wbichye 

cattfe  to  be  dreamed.    For  theypro^efyfaljely  unto  yon 

inmynanui  J  bave  not/ent  tbemyjairb  the  Lord.  For 

ibus/aitb  the  Lord,  That  after /eventy years  beaccom* 

pUJbed  in  Labyhny  I  will'vifit  you^  and  perform  my 

imd  vtotrd  towards  you  y  in  caujingym  to  return  to  lUi 

place. 
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pla€i.  Far  ny  thoughts  toward  ym  an  thoughts  of 
peace,  and  not  of  evil ^  to  give  you  an  OKfe^ed  end.  then 
fhallye  call  upon  me^andyejball  go  and  pray  unto  me, 
dud  rtoill  hekrken  UntP  you.  Becaufeye  have f aid,  The 
Lord  hath  riufed  us  up  prophets  in  Babylon.  Jen  xxix. 
8— II. 

The  work  of  thcfc  wicked  mcd  in  Babylon  was, 
t6  blame  th6fe  who  had  fell  away  to  die  Chaldeans, 
and  who  had  fubmitted  themfelves  to  the  yoke  of 
tbid  captivity ;  ^nd  they  like  wife  wrote  into  Jewry, 
to  encourage  thenn  who  nnaintained  the  fiege  in  Je« 
ru&lem ;  to  whom  God  by  his  prophet  replies. 
Know  that  thus  faith  the  Lord  of  the  king  tbatjittetb 
upon  the  throne  of  David,  and  of  all  the  people  that 
'  dwell  in  this  city,  and  of  your  brethren  that  are  not 
gone  forth  with  you  into  captivity ;  thus  faith  the  Lord 
efhojls,  Bihold  1  will  fend  upon  them  the f word,  the 
famine,  and  the  pefiilence,  and  will  make  them  like  vile 
fgs,  that  cannot  be  eaten,  they  arefo  evil.  And  I  will 
perfeeute  them  with  tbefword,  and  with  famine,  and 
with  pejlilence,  and  will  deliver  them  to  be  removed 
int^  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  to  be  a  cuffe,  and  an 
aj^onijbmenty  and  an  hijing,  and  a  reproach  among  all 
the  nations  whither  I  have  driven  them  :  becaufe  they 
have  not  hearkened  to  my  words,  faith  the  Lord,  which 
I  font  uuto  them  by  my  fervants  the  prophets.  Jcr, 
xxix.  i6 — 19. 

Of  thefedefperate  rebellious  wretches  there  were 
three  raifed  up  by  the  devil  in  Babylon,  who  ap* 
pearc4  &t  ^e  bead  of  all  the  reit,  namely^  Sheoiaiah^ 

C  Zedekiah, 
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Zedckiah,  and  Ahab.  The  firft  of  the(e  writes  t 
letter  to  all  that  dwelt  in  Jerufalem,  and  to  the  pricft,. 
lagainft  Jeremiah  the  prophet,  in  the  following  man* 
ner :  ^o  ZepbanUb  the/on  4>fMaafeiiab  tbeprieft^  and 
to  all  tbe ,  priefts^  f^yi^gy  ^be  Lord  batb  made  tbee 
prieft  in  thejleadofjeboiada  tbe  pr left ^  tbat ye  jhould 
b$  officers  in  tbe  bou/e  of  tbe  Lor d^  for  every  man  tbat  is 
mady  and  maketb  bimfelfa  propbety  tbat  tbou  JbouUeJt 
put  him  in  pri/on,  and  in  tbe  flocks :  now  thereforey 
wby  haft  tbou  not  reproved  Jeremiah  ofAnatbotb^  vubicb 
maketb  bimfelfa  prophet  to  you  ?  for  therefore  befent 
unto  us  in  Babylon^  faying^  This  captivity  is  lo^g^  build 
ye  boufes  and  dwell  in  tbem^  and  plant  gardens,  and  eat 
the  fruit  of  tbem^  &c.  &c.    Jer.xxix. 

1  o.thefe  three  men  God  orders  bis  prophet  to 
fend  the  following  meflage  :  Therefore^  thus  faith  the 
hardy  Behold,  I  will  punifh  Shemaiah  the  Nibelamite- 
and  bis  feed:  befhall  not  have  a  man  to  dwell  among 
this  people^  neither  Jh all  he  behold  the  good  tbat  I  wilt 
do  for  viy  people  Jaith  tbe  I/>rd^  becaufebe  hath  taught 
rebellion  againft  the  Lord.  And  to  the  other  two 
falfc  prophets  God  fent  the  following  awful  fen- 
tehc^  :  J  bus  faith  the  Lordrfbofts^  the  Godof  Ifrael, 
of  Ahab  the f on  cfKolaiab^  and  of  Zedekiah  the /on  of 
Maafeiah^^'^hich  prophe/y  a  lie  unto  you  in  my  name  i 
behold  I  will  deliver  them  into  the  hand  of  Nebucbad^ 
nezztir  king  of  Babylon ,  and  he  Jball  flay  them  before 
your  eyes,  Andof  themfhall  be  taken  up  a  curfe  by  all 
the  captivity  of  Jtidab^  which  are  in  B^bylony/ayingy 
fbeLordmakejhee  like  Zedektab,  undUke  Ahab^  whom 
<     -        ^  ■'•  the 
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ihe  king  ofBahylon  roafted  in  the  fire  \  hecaufe  tbey  have 
committed  villainy  in  Tfrael^  and  have  committed 
adultery  toitb  their  neighbours  wives ^  and  bai;e  Jpoken 
lying  words  in  my  name^  which  I  have  not  commanded^ 
even  I  know,  and  am  a  witnefs,  Jaith  the  Lord.  Jer, 
xxix.  21—23.  Thcfe  were  falfe  prophets  among 
God's  own  profeffing  people^  whofc  whole  work 
was  to  deftroy  the  unw^,  feduce  the  weak,  and 
encourage  rebellion  againft  the  Lord. 

And  now,  if  we  look  into  the  heathen  nations, 
which  God  hath  ordered  to  fubmit  to  the  yoke  of 
the  king  of  Babylon,  upon  thefe  conditions,  that 
thofe  who  obeyed  his  voice  fliould  enjoy  their  knds, 
and  thofe  who  did  not  ihould  be  purfued  by  the 
fword,  famine,  and  peftilence,  till  they  were  con-' 
fumed  by  his  hand :  and  among  them  we  fhall  find 
another  fort  of  rabble  raifed  up  by  the  devil  to  feek 
their  ruin.  Hence  the  caution  that  God  fends  them, 
to  guard  them  againft  their  hour  of  temptation  : 
^erefore  hearken  not  to  your  prophetSy  nor  to  your  di- 
viners^  nor  to  your  dreamers^  nor  to  your  enchanters^ 
mr  to  your  Jorcerers,  which /peak  unto  you^  fay  ingy  Te 
Jhall  notjerve  the  king  of  Babylon ;  for  tbey  prophefy' 
a  lie  unto  you^  to  remove  you  far  from  your  landy  and 
that  Ifhould  driveyou  out,  andyejhould  perijh.  But 
the  nations  that  bring  their  neck  under  the  yoke  of  the 
king  of  Babylon y  andjerve  him^  thofe  will  I  let  remain 
fHll  in  their  own  landy  faith  the  Lord,  and  they  fhall 
till  it y  and  dwell  tberein.  Jer.  xxvii.  9— 11.  And  * 
now  we  will  come  -nigher  home. 

C  2  The 
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The  fcFipturcs  -thrwtc^^  us  with  »  tina«  of  trouble 
as  well  as  they  i  and  tiiis  trying  time  is  not  onljr 
foretold,  but  it  is  felt  ^t  this  preieqt  hovir  by  many : 
Jnd  at  that  HmeJbaU  Michadftanduf^  ibcgr^tpriace 
V^bicbjiandetb  for  the  children  qf  tby  pdfpk,  and  there, 
Jhall  be  a  time  of  trouble ^/uch  as  never  wasjuice  there 
was  a  nation  even  to  that  fame  time :  anJ  at  that 
tfme  thy  people  Jhall  he  d^Uvered^  every  me  that, 
fball  be  found  written  in  the  book.  Dan.  xii.  i  •  Take. 
notice  here  of  the  ftraogenefs  of  this  time  of 
trouble— it  is  fuch  as  nexrcir  was  fince  there  ha,th 
been  a  nation  vpon  the  earth :  nor  will  all  the  annah 
of  time  furnifh  us  with  an  a,c(pount  of  fuch  a  tune 
as  the  prefcnt  time.  But  ^j;i  chjj^  time  of  tcouUe — > 
the  Prince  of  Pe^ice  fli.all  ftiind  ^ — ^ax&d  Oiali  ap- 
pear in  the  behalf  of  bis  peo|)tle>  who  is  their  me~ 
diator  and  deliverer*  aiid  be  wUl  difplay  h«s  power 
in  behalf  of  his  own  ele£k.  ^hy  people  Jhall  be  deli^ 
vered — Paniel's  people  are  the  people  of  God, 
whether  Jews  or  Gc^ntiles,  a^  it  fallpws^  they  fball 
he  delivered^  every  one  that  fball  be  found  written  ii$ 
the  book  $  that  is,  every  one  whoie  n^ipe  is  fognd 
written  in  the  book  of  life. 

Again;  Thi^  time  of  trouble  is  alluded  to  in  the. 
Revelation  by  John »  Becaufe  thou  hqjl  kept  the  word 
of  my  patience y  I  alfo  will  keep  tb^e  from  the  hour  of 
tempfatio}j^  which  fball  come  upon  all  the  world,  to  try 
them  that  dwell  upon  the  earth.  Rev,  iii,  lo. — ^Daniel's 
time  of  trouble  is  here  called  an  hour  of  tempta^ 
tion  i  and  as  the  eltdl  are  to  be  delivered  by  Mi- 

chael. 
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Chacl,  here  Chrift  fays,  I  iviil  keep  them  (from  being 
taken  and  deft'roycd)  in  this  hour  of  temptation  j 
cveil  thofc  that  keep  the  word  of  my  patience. 
Once  more.  Be  watchful^  andftrengtben  the  things 
which  remain^  that  are  rtady  to  dii  5  for  I  have  not 
fdund  thy  works f  erf eS  before  God.  Rentemher  there^ 
fori  how  thou  haft  received  and  beards  and  hold f aft 
and  repent.  If  therefore  thou  fhalt  not  watch y  I  will 
come  on  thee  as  a  thief  ^  and  thou  fhalt  not  know  what 
hour  I  will  come  upon  thee.  Rev.  iii*  2,  3.  Both 
thefc  paflkges  of  fcripturc  mean  one  atid  the  fame' 
time  of  trouble,  called  an  hour :  thofe  that  keep 
the  word  of  his  patience,  he  will  keep  from  this 
hour  of  temptation ;  but  thofc  that  do  not  repent, 
and  remember  how  they  have  received  and  heard, . 
thofe  that  do  not  hold  &ft,  nor  watch,  he  will  come 
on  them  as  a  thic^  and  they  fhall  be  fo  much  taken 
up  with  other  things,  that  they  ihall  not  know  what 
hour  he  will  come  upon  them ;  and  this  is  exa£bly 
the  cafe  with  thoufands  in  our  day.  But  it  may 
be  objeffced,  thechurch  that  is  exhorted  to  watch'- 
fuinefs  is  the  church  of  Sardis,  but  that  which  is 
to  be  kept  from  the  hour  of  temptation  is  the  church 
of  Philadelphia.  To  which  I  anfwer,  the  interval 
is  not  long  between  the  fetting  and  riling  of  the  fun» 
The  Ihadows  of  the  evening  have  been  long 
ftretched  otit  over  us,  and  we  are  got  far  into 
night  and  into  darknefs ;  but  there  is  a  glorious  day 
before  us,  and  what  is  faid  to  us  in  the  night,  vi- 
brates in  their  ears  who  are  to  rife  in  the  dawn  of 
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the  following  morning ;  the  feed,  or  the  young 
daughter  of  the  prcfent  church,  will  be  the  mother 
of  the  next.  The  darkeft  hour  that  this  church  will 
come  to,  will  be  that  in  which  the  witnefles  will  be 
flain  ;  then  this  prcfent  dark  ftate  of  the  church 
paiTes  away,  and  the  brighter  fuccccds.  But  many 
of  the  fame  witncfTes,  which  will  be  figuratively 
flain  in  that  night,  will,  after  three  days  and  a  half^ 
rife  again,  in  the  morning  of  the  next  church  ftate, 
and  go  on  with  their  ufual  work  as  foon  as  the  Holy 
Spirit  raifes  them  up  again.  (Read  Rev.  xi.  7 — 1 1.)  ; 
But  to  proceed  with  the  parallel 

What  was  God's  declaration  to  the  heathen  na- 
tions ?  Why,  it  was  this  :  I  have  made  the  earth 
by  my  power,  and  I  have  given  it  to  whom  it* 
fcemed  meet  to  me  to  give  it ;  and  I  have  given  all 
thefe  nations  into  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Babylon 
my  fervant>  to  ferve  him,  and  they  (hall  fcrve  him 
and  his  fon,  and  his  fon's  fon  j  and  I  have  given  him 
tlie  beafts  of  the  field  alfo  ;  and  the  nations  that 
fcrve  him  fhall  ftand,  and  they  that  do  not  fliall  be 
deftroyed  by  his  hand.  This  time  of  trial  was  a 
lively  type  of  ours. 

And  what  was  God*s  command  to  his  own  pro* 
feffing  people  ?  Why  this  :  he  that  falls  away  to  the 
Chaldeans  ihall  have  his  life  for  a  prey,  and  I  will 
fct  mine  eyes  and  my  heart  upon  him  for  good, 
and  he  (hall  live  and  return  again ;  but  them  that 
will  not  put  their  necks  under  the  yoke  of  the  king 
of  Babylon,  they  fhall  be  purfued  by  the  fword,  by 

famine^ 
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fetnihCi  and  by  pcftilcnce ;  they  Ihall  be  for  an  afto- 
mihmcnt>  a  hillings  and  a  curfe. 

And  now,  what  is  the  declarative  will  of  God  to 
usj  upon  whom  this,  fecond  trying  hour  is  come  ? 
Juft  the  fame  as  it  was  to  them.  By  me  kings  reigrti 
Mtid princes  decree juftice.  By  tne  princes  rukyand  noblest- 
even  nil  the  judges  of  the  earth.  Prov.  viii.  1 5, 1 6. 
This  is  the  ri^vealed  will  of  God  to  us,  that  there 
is  not  a  king  that  reigns>  a  princej  noble,  or  judge," 
that  rides  in  all  the  earth,  as  civil  magiftrates,  but 
what  reign  and  rule  by  him. 

And  what  is  his  command,  his  watchwolrd,  and 
his  warning,  to  us  ?   Juft  the  fame  as  it*  was  to  the 
Jews  of  old.  Let  every  foul  heJubjeEl  unto  the  higher 
powers }  for  there  is  no  power  but  of  God :  the  powers 
that  be  are  ordained  of  God.  «  Whojoever  therefore  re^ 
fifieth  the  power ^  r^tfleth  the  ordinance  of  God :   and 
they  that  refift  fhdll  receive  to  thentfelves  damnation. 
Rom.  xiiiv  i>  a.    This  warning  to  us  under  the 
prefent  time  of  trial  (by  Paul),  is  eiaftly  the  fame 
as  chat  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah.     All  nations,  fays 
God,  Ihall  ferve  the  king  of  Babylon;  let  every 
foul  be  fubjefb  to  the  higher  powers.     I  have  given 
'  all  thefe  nations  into  the  hand  of  my  fervant  the 
king  of  Babylon  \   the  powers  that  be  are  ordained 
of  God.     He  that  did  not  fubmit  his  neck  to  the. 
yoke  of  the  king  of  Babylon,  adhered  to  a  lie,  and 
was  (educed  and  ruined  ^s  a  rebel  againft  God  :  he 
that  refifteth  the  power,  refiftcth  the  ordinance  of 
God*    The  rebels  Vere  delivered  up  of  God  to  be 
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a  reproadh  and  a  prcveri,  a  tmmt  dni  a  cur/e^  in  ii9 
places  wbitbir  Goddrwetbem.  Jcr.  xxiv«  9.  Yea, 
fajrs  God,  ItvUl  ^^<  ^bis  city  a  autfi  te  aU  ^be  na^ 
iions  aftbe  eartb.  Jer.  xxvi.  6.  Thcfe  rebels  w«r« 
curfed  according  to  (he  law ;  and  thoft  that  refifii 
Jball  receive  to  tbemjelv^^  damnation,  according  t^ 
the  gofpeL  Tb9(e  th^(  obeyed  the  Loid^s  voice 
by  the  prophet^  livedo  apd  he  pronu&d  thcoH  £^y« 
ingj  Surely  I  will  caufe  the  enemy  to  entreat  tbee  well 
in  tbe  day  of  evil :  aiid  his  word  and  prooHieto  us 
is,  rulers  are  not  a  terror  to  good.warisy  but  to  evil: 
do  tbat  wbicb  is  go^d^  and  tboH.  Jhalt  bave  pr/ii/c^  of 
tbe  fame.  For  be,  is  tbe  minifter;  of  God  to  tbeifnr 
good.     Rom.  xiii,  3,  4. 

But  tliat  iiirhich  niade  i(  a  ibre  trial;  in  the  days  of 
old  was,  the  curfed  work  o(tbe  mniftirs  rf  Satan^ 
The  magicians  puihed  Fharaph  and. all  his  hoft  to 
deftruftion.  Among  the  nations^  dreamers^  di- 
viners, and  enchanters^  drovi:^  noany  q£  theni  upoa 
the  thick  bofles  of  God*s  buckler.  Ajnd  among 
the  Jews  lying  prophets  brought  thp\iiands  to  pe- 
riih  by  fword  and  famine,  who  were,  ci^t  off  w jth  a 
lie  in  their  right  handi  in  the.  very  a^  of  rebelltQo> 
and  under  the  curfe  of  God ;  and  fo  it  ts  npWr 
Among  the  nations  there  is  that  felf-dei&r,  thaterir 
chanter,  that  hath  bewitched  an4  deOroyed  thqii- 
fandsi  I  mean  Tom  Paine-,  who  not  oiily  opppfesr 
the  fervaiits  of  the  Lord,  as  the  falfe.  prophets  dut 
in  the  days  of  old,  but  ridicules  and  bla(pl^rno9» 
both  God  and  the  Bible.    No  wonder  that  hp 
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ridicules  the  powers  on  earth,  when  be  hath  Jet  his 
mouth  againft  the  heavens,  and  his  tongue  walks 
through  the  earth.  Pfalm  Ixxiii.  9.  And  this  mon- 
ftcr  in  human  fliape  hath  not  a  few  profelytes  in 
his  bonds  of  iniquity  .•  and  rhofe  who  die  holdcn  la 
thcfe  cords  of  their  fins,  Jhall  receive  to  tbemfelves 
damnation^  faith  our  great  apoftle.  Wherefore  ye, 
mufi  needs  befuhjeSt^  not  only  for  wraths  hut  alfofor 
cmfcience  Jake.  Roni«  xiii.  5.  Ye  muft  needs  be 
fubjeft  not  only  through  fear  of  wrath,  but  yc  muftbe 
fubjcft  to  thofc  civil  powers  that  are  of  God,  or  you 
cannot  keep  a  conjcience  void  of  ojfence  toward  God^ 
Tom  Paine  was  aware  of  this,  and  therefore  was 
under  the  neceffity  of  ridiculing,  blafpheming,  and 
explbding  the  Bibk,  and  all  the  light  of  divine  reve* 
lation,  in  order  to  make  room  for  the  Age  of  Rca* 
ion,  or  for  the  age  in  which  deified  reafonis  exalted. 
However,  this  is  not  a  new  god,  or  a  god  newly  come 
up ;  this  high  thing,  this  vain  imagination,  was 
brou^t  forth,  and  fet  in  oppofition  to  the  King  of 
Jacob  in  Ifkiah's  days.  lia.  xli.  i\.  This  fame  god 
was  brought  forth  ^'  by  Zcdekiah  and  Ahab,  whom 
the  king  of  Babylon  roafted  in  the  fire.** 

Thus  the  nations  now  are  fumifhed  with  an  en- 
chanter, as  in  the  days  of  old.  And  if  we  come 
nearer  home,  we  fliall  find  falfe  prophets  among  us, 
M  the  Jews  had  among  them. 

Mr.  Brothers  has  told  us  what  he  is,  and  what 
he  was  appointed  to  do ;  what  calamities  were  com- 
ihg^upon  us  J  andj  like  Bar  Co-cab,  the  falfe  mef&iah^ 
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he.  was  going-to  take  both  Jews,  and  as  many  (jcif* 
tiles  as  pleafed  to  follow  him,  to  the  Holy  Land^ 
Great  numbers  were  affembling,  others  letting  their 
bufinefs,  or  retiring  from  it,  getting  their  pro* 
perty  together,  to  be  ready  at  an  hour's  warning  ^ 
and  fome  have  been,  in  their  own  imaginations,  as 
far  as  the  ifland  of  Cyprus ;  but  though  they  have 
been  often  thus  abfent  from  us  in  fpirit,  yet  their 
bodies,  or  their  fepulchres,  are  with  us  to  this  day. 
Not  a  few  hypocrites  had  their  beards  (born,  and 
their  heels  made  bare^  by  this  artificer.  Jcr.  xiiu  2a. 

After  this  buftle  of  Bar  Co-cab  was  a  little  abat-^ 
cd,  the  devil  raifed  up  another,  a  mere  boy ;  this 
ieems  to  have  been  one  that  was  a  lunatic  from 
the  cradle,  for  a  ftrange  fpirit  hath  often  taken  him. 
This  Thudas  came  forth  to  perform  greater  things 
than  thofe  of  Judas  of  Galilee  in  the  days  of  the 
taxing  i  he  was  to  convert  the  Jews  before  there  is 
the  leaft  appearance  or  fign  of  the  fulnefs  of  the 
Gentiles  coming  in.  But  did  any  of  the  rulers  or. 
the  Pharifees,  among  the  Jews,  believe  on  either 
of  thefe  men  ?  No  j  they  fufpedbed  the  cheat,  they 
had  been  too  often  bit  by  the  devil  before,  and 
therefore  proceeded  with  caution.  However,  many 
of  the  Gentiles  received  them,  as  they  came  in  their 
own, name  (for  they  never  favoured  of  any  other), 
efpeciaUy  the  latter  i  for  he  was  a  very  young  man, 
his. word  was  attended  with  great  power  among 
the  ladies.  A  little  like  a  former  exhibition  in  Shi- 
loh,  when  four  hundred  Bcnjamitcs  caught  four 
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hundred  of  the  dancing  daughters  of  Shiloh  in  one 
night.  Judges  xxi.  21.  This  was  calling  the  net 
on  the  right  fide  of  the  (hip  with  a  i;vitnefs^  and 
this  late  converfion  of  the  Jews  ended  fomcwhat  in 
the  fanre  way  in  appearance;  only  with  this  differ- 
ence—the ftruggle  with  the  Benjainites  was^  who 
ihould  catch  the  dancing  ladies ;  but  the  fcufBe 
among  our  dancing  girls  was^  who  fhould  catch 
the  Benjamite.  However  time  and  effeds^  as  well 
as  their  own  prefumption>  hath  ihewn  us  that  none 
but  the  devil  fent  both  thefe. 

We  may  come  a  little  nigher  home  yet.  Not  a 
few  of  various  denominations^  yea  among  the  dig- 
nified and  among  the  decent,  are  nothing  elfe  but 
falfe  prophets  j  yea,  the  nation  fwarms  with  them, 
and  who  are  not  at  all  afraid  to/peak  evil  of  dignities  *, 
their  looks  and  words  both  tell  you  that  they  neither 
fear  God,  nor  honour  the  king.  Thefe  help  forward 
the  calamity  i  they  preach  rebellion  againft  the  Lord^ 
and  are  the  fnares  and  traps  of  Satan  in  this  hour 
of  temptation;  and  fo  it  will  appear  in  the  end» 
whoever  lives  to  fee  it.  For  if  thofe  who  refifl  the 
civil  powers  &all  receive  to  themfelves  damnation^ 
for  this  is  the  threatening  of  God  in  this  hour  of 
temptation^  then  what  can  become  of  the  profelytes 
of  thofe  men  who  enforce  and  encourage  little  elfe^ 
and  whofe  profelytes  breathe  out  fuch  malice,  re- 
venge, blood,  and  daughter  ?  What  fpirit  is  this  ? 
Why,  the  fame  that  influenced  the  high-prieft  and 
people  of  the  Jews  againft  Chrift.     And  what  ipirtt 
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iras  dftat  ?  The  Saviour  teHi  them,  thii  Is  your  hiur^ 
gndtbepiwerofdarknefs.  Lukexxn.  53.     Where- 
erer  this  fpirit  dwells,  there  the  derH  reigns.    Jfye 
ivere  the  children  of  Ahraham  (as  all  believers  are), 
ye  would  do  the  works  of  Abraham  5    that  is,  they 
trould  obey  the  Saviour's  voice,  keep  his  word, 
and  love   his  name.     But  now  ye  Jeek  to  kill  me^  a 
man  that  hath  told  you  the  truths  which  I  ham  heard 
$fGod:  this  did  not  Ahrdham.     Te  do  the  deeds  of 
your  father:  for  ye  are  of  your  father  the  devUj  and 
ibe  lujls  of  your  father  ye  will  do :  he  was  a  murderer 
from  the  beginnings  and  abode  not  in  the  truth y  hecauje 
there  is   no  truth  in  him.     When  he  Jpeaketb  a  lie^ 
he  fpeaketh  of  bis  own :  for  he  is  a  liar^  and  the 
father  of  it.  John  viii.     In  this  paffage  Chrift  ex- 
cludes all  the  fpiritual  children  of  Abraham  from 
thefe  works  of  darknefs.     /  tdlyou  the  truth  (fays 
Chrift),  and  ye  believe  me  not.    They  rejefted  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  and  trufted  in  a  lie,  and  fought 
to  kill  the  Lord  of  life  j   and  fuch  are  of  their  fe- 
ther  the  devil,  for  no  lie  is  of  the  truth,  no  liar 
enters  the  heavenly'Jerufalem  j  and  he  that  is  angry 
with  his  brother  without  a  caofe,  is  a  murderer^ 
and  no  murderer  hath  eternal  life  abiding  in  him. 
Why  are  the  higher  powers  hated  ?  Why  j  becaufe 
they  are  the  higher  powers.    Who  made  them  fo? 
Why,  God.    Then  he  that  refiftcth  the  power  re* 
fifteth  the  ordinances  of  God,  and  fights  againft 
him,  and  they  that  refift  fliall  receive  to  thcmfclves 
damnation. 

The 
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The  next  thing,  in  the  ancient  ftpry  of  the  Jcw$, 
iK^hicb  I  fliall  conlider  is»  diat  molt  dreadful  iin  of 
perjury,  which  ac  that  time  w^  one  of  their  leading 
national  crinies.  God  orders  the  Jews,  by  Jere- 
miah, tQ  proclaim  deliverance  to  every  bond-rmaa 
and  bond-tpaid  anoong  ihem  that  were  J&w$,  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  releafe,  which  wa$  to  b^ 
proclairxied  on  the  year  of  jubilee ;  and  at  this  time 
the  king  of  Babylon's  army  was  againft  Jerufalem, 
and  againft  all  the  ci&ics  (»f  Judah.  This  they  obeyed  ^ 
they  made  a  cov^enant  in  the  houfe  of  God,  and 
confirmed  it  by  cutting  a  calf  in  twain,  and  pankig 
between  the  two  parts  of  it,  and  let  their  Hebrew 
(ervants  go  free,  and,  I  think,  they  fwore  to  it ;, 
for  they  are  charged  with  fwcaring  falfeiy,  ff^illy^ 
fiedl^  murder^  and  commit  adultery^  and/wear  falfefy^ 
^-and  come  and  ftand  before  mein  this  houfe y  which  i$ 
called hj  my  name?  &c.  Jer.  vii.  9,  10.  When  they 
had  fet  their  fcrvants  at  liberty,  the  Chaldeans  went 
away  and  left  the  city ;  and  as  foon  as  this  was 
ck)i2e»  they  returned  and  took  all  their  lervants  back 
agljn  into,  bondage. 

The  king  likewife  had  perjured  himfelf ;  for 
iifhcn  the  king  of  Babylon  fet  him  on  the  throne, 
he  fwore  allegiance  to  him,  but  afcerwairds  rebelled, 
and  hired  the  forces  of  Egypt  to  aflift  hdm*  Hence 
the  heavy  charge — But  he  rebelled  againft  him  in 
Jending  bis  ambajfaders  into  Egypt  ^  tba4  they  might 
give  him  herfes  and  much  people.  Shall  be  profper  9 
JbaU  he  efea^  that  dooihjuch  things  ?  orj.hall  he  break 
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the  covenant y  and  be  delivered  ?  As  I  livey  faith  the 
Lordfjurely  in  the  place  where  the  king  dwelleth  thai 
made  him  king;  whafe  oath  he  defpifed^  aud  whoje  co^ 
Tenant  be  hralle,  even  with  him  in  the  widft  of  Bahy-- 
Ion  he  Jhall  die.    Neither  Jhall  Pharaoh^  with  his 
mighty  armyj  make  for  him  in  the  war.     Seeing  hr 
defpifed  the  oath  by  breaking  the  covenant ^  when,  lo^ 
be  had  given  his  hand,  and  hath  done  all  thefe  things^ 
he  jhall  not  efcape.     Ezek.  xviL    15 — 18,     FaWc 
fwcaring  feems  to  be  the  crying  crime  of  their  na- 
tion  ;  and  the  fame  is  the  leading  crime  of  ours^  in 
this  hour  of  temptation  which  is  come  upon  us* 
No  fmall  number  among  us,  who  have  taken  oaths 
to  be  true  and   faithful  to   our  prefent  fovereign, 
are  now  moft  falfe>   unfaithful  to  him^  and  fiUed 
with  afpirit  of  rebellion  againil  him^  thisisexa6Uy 
the  fame  crime  as  that  of  the  Jews  of  old. 

Our  oaths  are  as  follow. — The  oath  of  allegiance 
runs  thus : 

'^  I  do  fincerely  promife  and  fwear,  that  I  wjJl 
be  faithful>  and  bear  true  allegiance  to  his  majefty 
King  George.  So  help  me  God." — The  oathjff 
Supremacy  thus : 

*'  J  do  fwear,  that  I  do  from  my  heart  abhor^ 
deteft,  and  abjure,  as  impious  and  heretical,  that 
damnable  doftrinc  and  pofition,  that  princes,  ex- 
communicated or  deprived  by  the  pope,  or  any 
authority  of  the  fee  of  Rome,  may  be  depofcd  or 
murdered  by  their  fubje<5ts,  or  any  other  whatfo- 
ever.    .Apd.I  do  declare,   that  no  foreign  prince,. 
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perfon,  prelate,  ftate,  or  potentate,  hath,  or  ought  - 
to  have,  pre  eminence  or  authority,  ecclcfiaftical 
or  fpiritual,  within  this  realm.     So  help  me  God." 
The  oath  of  abjuration  is  after  the  foUowingmanner: ' 
*^  I  do  truly  and  fincerely  acknowledge,  profefs, 
teftify,  and  declare)  in  my  confcience,  before  God 
and  the  world,  that  our  fovereign  lord  King  George 
is  lawful  and  rightful  king  of  this  realm,  and  alV 
other  his  majefty*s  dominions  thereunto  belonging. 
And  I  do  folemnly  and  fincerely  declare,  that  1  do 
believe,  in  my  confcience,  that  not  any  of  the  de- 
fcendants  of  the  perfon  who  pretended  to  be  Prince 
of  Wales  during  the  life  of  the  late  King  James 
the  Second,  and  fince  his  deceafe  pretended  to  be, 
and  took  upon  himfelf  the  ftile  and  title  .of  King 
of  England,   by  the  name  of  King  James  the 
Third  -,  or  of  Scotland,  by  the  name  of  James  the 
Eighth ;   or  the  ftile  and  title  of  King  of  Great 
Britain  ;   hath  any  right  or  title  whatfoever  to  the 
crown  of  this  realm,  or  any  other  of  the  dominions 
thereunto  belonging.     And  I  do  renounce,  refufe, 
and  abjure,  any  allegiance  or  obedience  to  any  of 
them.     And  I  do  fwear,  that  I  will  bear  faith  and 
true  allegiance   to  his  majefty  king  George,  and 
him  I  will  defend  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power, 
a«yainft  all  traitorous  confpiraciesand  attempts  what- 
foever,  which  fliall  be  made  againft  his  perfon, 
crown,  and  dignity.     And  I  will  do  my  utmoft  en* 
deavour  to  difclofe  and  make  known  to  his  majefty, 

and 
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and  his  fucceflbrs,  all  trealbn  and  traitorous  coa- 
/piracies  wluch  I  (hall  know  to  be  againft:  him,  or 
anyof  tbem^  And  do  faithfully  promife,  to  the 
utaioft  of  niy  power,  to  fupport,  ntiaintain,  and 
defend^  the  fucc.effion  of  the  crown  againft  the 
defcendants  of  the  faid  James,  and  againft  all  other 
peribns  whatfocver  j  which  fucccffion,  by  an  aft, 
cntided,  *  An  Aft  for  the  further  Limitation  of  the 
Crown,  and  better  fecuring  the  Rights  and  Liber- 
ties of  the  Subjeft ;'  is,  and  (lands,  limited  to  the 
Princeis  Sophia,  Eleftorefs  and  Duchefs  Dowager 
of  Hanover,  and  the  heirs  of  her  body,  being 
Froteftants.  And  all  thefe  things  I  plainly  and 
Iincereiy  acknowledge  and  fwear,  according  to  thefe 
e:xprefs  words  by  me  fpokcn,  and  according  to  the 
plain  and  common  fenie  and  underftanding  of  the 
fame  words ;  jnrithout  any  equivocation^  mental  evar 
fions,  or  fecret  refcrvation  whatfocver*  And  I  do 
make  this  recognition,  acknowledgment^  abjura* 
tion,  renunciation,  arni  promifc,  heartily,  willingly, 
and  truly,  upoa  the  true  faith  of  a  Chriftian.  So 
help  me  Goi" 

How  many  great  men  in  hig^  office  and  places 
of  truft ;  how  many  officers  in  the  army  and  navy i 
how  many  miTaiftcrs  in  the  churches  and  meetings  ; 
how  many  parifli  officers  and  officers  of  excife; 

how  many  foldiers  and  failors,  &c.  &c.  in  the  pre- 

» 

fent  Iiour  of  temptation,  and  according  lo  the  ipi- 
rit  that  is  at  this  time  gone  forth  in  the  world,  lie 

involved 


involved  in  this  guik  of  peijury^  wd  deuined  in 
Xhc  chains  of  their  finsj  as  rebels  ^gai^ft  th^  throne 
of  heaven* 

;  But  what  is  an  oath?  Many  make  very  light  of 
it,  and  tell  you,  (bey  take  a  glafs  after wardj  and 
iwallow  it  down  :  that  is  eafily  done^  becaufe  of  the 
afllflbance  of  Satan*  who  is  always^  prefent  at  the 
faking. of  a  falieoath,  as  he  is  with  a  felF  ipurderer, 
to  lend  a  hand ;  and  the  feafon  of  Satan's  prelence 
h,  becaufe  Gpd  is  not  in  all  their  thoughts.  But 
although  an  oath  is  eafily  fwallowed  down>  it  is  not 
fj  ealily  purged  ofF.  An  oatK  was  a  light  thing 
with  ETau ;  he  fpld  his  birthright  ifgr  a  mefs  of  pot-* 
tage,  and  fivore  by  God  at  the  fale  of  it.  Parting 
with  his  birthright  was  defpifing  regeneration  and 
Qod's  predeftination  to  the  adoption  of  fons ;  and 
when  he  found  that  the  birthright  and  the  bleffing 
were  infeparablej  he  changed  his  mind,  and  would 
luive  willingly  been  perjured^  if  God,  who  was 
called  in  as  a  witneis  at  the  fale^  would  but  have 
connived  at  his  fin,  and  proved  falfe  to  the  pur- 
chafer  :  but  he  found  no  place  of  repentance  in  the 
^mutability,  faithfulnefs^  and  truth  of  God ;  no, 
nor  yet  in  the  bowels  of  his  long-fuiFering  mercy, 
nor  in  his  eternal  love  »n  the  MelSah-r-and  there  is 
-tio  other  place  where  real  repentance  can  work, 
flow  out,  or  be  drawn  lbrth>  but  in  theife. 

Theitt  muft  be  ibmethiog  very  dreadful  in  a  (iUSt 

joaih,  oir  God  would  never  have  deak  fo  hardly  with 

Zed^^i  ^'hp  fwore  faliely  to  the  king  pf  Babylon. 
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He  was  of  the  royal  houfe  of  David,  and  king  over 
the  people  of  God,  and  tried  to  the  utnrjoft  to 
cfcapcthe  vengeance  of  the  Chaldeans;  he  fled  by 
the  way  of  the  plain,  and  many  of  his  body  guards 
ftuck  to  him,. tilt  the  Chaldeans  purfued  him;  thcjr 
took  and  brought  him  to  Riblah  ;*  all  his  wives, 
concubines,  princcffes,  and  ladirs  of  honour,  were 
brought  forth  to  the  king  of  Babylon's  princes  j  all 
his  children  were  (lain  before  his  face,  and  after- 
ward hb  own  eyes  were  put  our,  and  he  was  bound 
in  chains,  and  carried  to  Babylon,  where  he  died ; 
and  all  this  was  no  more  than  what  was  foretold 
him  by  God,  who  fpoke  by  his  prophet  Jere- 
miah. 

jin  oath  is  fir  confirmalion,  and  to  put  an  end  to  aU 
Jirife ;  for  by  it  a  man  appeals  to  the  high  court 
of  heaven,  and  calls  upon  the  faithful  and  trUc  Wit- 
nefs  to  bear  teftimony  to  the  truth  and  integrity  of 
his  heart ;  and  the  other  party,  or  parties,  arc  to 
be  tontented  with*  this,  knowing  that  if  he  fwears 
truly,  his  righteoufnefs,  which  he  vindicates  in  this 
his  appeal,  Ihafl  be  brought  forth  as  the  light,  and 
bis  juft  dealings  as  the  noon  day ;  but  if  falfely, 
that  his  fetltence  (hall  be  more  juft,  and  the  cxc- 
cution  of  ft  more  dreadful;  than  can  be  pronounced 
or  executed  by  all  the  courts  of  nadons,  becaufe 
it  will  be  inflifted  on  the  foul  as  well  as  the  body. 

An  oath  is  going  the  fartheid  ftep  that  a  man 
can  go  in  afTuring  another  of  the  truth  and  Gnct* 
rity  of  his  heart.     It  is  a  laying  one's  own  foul, 
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«nd  thelkltation  of  it,  as  a  pledge  to  a  friend  be<- 
fore  God»  and  in  his  naaie  affirming  the  truth  w« 
advance,  at  the  expence  of  it; 

Holding  the  Bible  in  our  hand,  implies  that  we 
hold  the  truth  therein  contabed  as  our  rule  of  faith 
and  praAice ;  kifling  the  book^  fignifies  our  cordial 
embracing  the  things  therein  revealed ;  and  calUng 
upon  God  to  help,  is  imploring  his  ftrengtb  in  our 
behalf,  to  enable  us  ftill  to  bold  fail  and  embrace 
the  things  that  make  for  our  peace,  and  that  we 
v^ill  forfeit  all  right  and  all  claim  upon  God,  his 
word,  his  providence,  and  his  grace,  his  mercies^ 
and  his  bleflings,  which  are  contained  in  his  word, 
if  we  call  upon  his  facred  name  to  bear  witneis  to  a 
known  and  wilful  lie* 

He  that  takes  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  a  prince, 
mufl  yield  obedience  to  him  ;  1  counftl  tbie  to  keep 
the  kings  commandment^  and  that  in  regard  of  the  oatb 
.  eif  God.  EccL  viii.  2.  Some  talk  of  a  compuUive 
oath — no  man  can  compel  me  to  challenge  the  per- 
fcdions  of  God,  either  to  cover  a  lie  or  to  defy 
him  to  avenge  it.  It  is  faid  of  the  king  of  Judab, 
.that  the  king  of  Babylon  made  him  fwear ;  but  God, 
who  is  not  mocked,  gave  him  up  to  hardnefs  of 
heart  as  foon  as  he  had  violated  his  oath.  Zedekiab 
was  one  and  twenty  years  old  when  be  began  to  reign, 
and  reigned  eleven  years  in  JentfaUm.  And  be  did  that 
which  was  euil  in  the  ftght  of  the  Lxnrd  bis  Gody  and 
:hmnbled  not  himfelf  before  Jeremiah  the  prophet  fpeak-^ 
ingfrom  the  mouth  of  the  Lord.    And  be  affo  rebelled 
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againfi  the  king  of  Balybn,  tvbe  had  msJ&  him  fw60t 
iy  God:  hui  befiiffenedbis  necky  and  hardened  )As  heart 
from  turning  to  the  Lord  GodofJ^aeL  t  Chroik  xxxvi, 
ii— 13. 

Perjury  and  rebellion  againft  the  higher  powers 
^rre  the  two  principal  fnares  and  traps  of  Satan»  in 
which  he  catches  and  entangles  thoufands.  In  this 
hour  of  temptation  xhck  are  the  fins  which  the  tempeer 
fays  at  poor  (inners  doors ;  and  when  cither  of  thefe 
are  admitted  in,  they  pave  the  way  for  Satan  hini- 
felf  to  come  into  the  hearfi^  The  devil  was  the  firft 
murderer;  and  when  he  takes  pofieffion>  he  keeps 
revenge,  malice,  blood,  and  fianghter,  boiling  upia 
the  heart,  as  he  did  in  the  heart  of  Cain  :  and  fure 
I  am,  that  no  power  under  heaven  can  caft  this  fpi« 
fit  out,  but  that  of  God  himfelf.  Tom  Paine  was 
involved  in  the  giiik  of  perjury  before  he  wrote,  for 
he  had  been  an  officer  in  the  excife  j  and  when  he 
had  broke  through  his  oath,  he  foon  breathed  forth* 
his  rebellion  againft  the  higher  powers ;.  and  fincc 
that  againft  God  hlmfelf. 

But  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  isftrong  confidence ;  and 
his  children  fba.l  hopoe  a  place  of  refuge.  The  obedient 
Jews  found  God  a  little  fanftuary  in-  Babylon,  The 
nations  at  large,  who  obeyed  the  voice  of  God, 
kept  their  own  lands,  and  were  under  the  ppotedion 
ofProvidcnce,  when  thoufands  of  the  others  perifhed: 
and  though  fomc  few  of  the  Jews  might  gain  fetde- 
ments  in  Bat^lon  and  elfewhere,  and  being  noc 
fuffered  to  return^  widi  the  reft  of  the  Jews  a£  their 
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f^turn  fixHn  caipdvitf »  might  tMnk  themielves  la& 
And  fecure  enougbj  byt  not  Co,  for  fevency  years  after 
dicir  going  fortb^   God  fent  his  curfe  after  them^ 
which  was  Co  dwell  wtih  them  till  their  very  houfes 
were  confumrd  by  it*     Theft  I  funud,  Md  l^ttd  up 
mine  eyesy  ami  loekeJ,  mJ  heboid^  a  flying  roll.    And 
he  find  tmto  me^  What  fiifl  thou  ?  And  I  anfwered^  / 
/te  a  flying  rolU  the  length  thereof  is  twenty  cubits^  and 
/be  breadth  thereof  ten  euhits.     Then  /aid  he  unto  me^ 
This  is  the  eur/e  that  goeth  forth  over  the  face  of  the 
whole  earth :  for  every  one  thatftealeth,  fball  be  cut  oflf' 
as  on  this  fide i  aeeording  to  it :  and  every  one  t hat/wear " 
eth  fball  be  cut  off  as  on  ihutfidcj  according  to  it.     I 
will  bring  it  for th^  faith  the  Lard  of  hoftsj  and  itfhaU 
enter  into  the  boufe  cfthe  thief   and  into4he  houfe  rf 
bim  that  fiveareth  fa^ely  by  my  name :  and  it  fball  re^ 
eMin  in  the  ndd/i  of  his  houfe^  and  fball  cmfumeity  with 
the  tinker  thereof  and  the flones  thereof  Zech.  v.  i — ^4. 
This  flying  roll  contained  the  fame  with  that  which 
Zedekiah  burnt.  The  prophet  was  ordered  to  write 
another ;    and  this  part  of  the  roll^  that  fled  to  Ba- 
bylon, contained  the  curfes  denounced  againft  the 
rebels  ;  there  is  no  going  from  God's  Spirit-,  there  is  no 
fleeing  from  his  frefenee. 

Nor  is  our  nation  the  only  one  that  is  plunged 
inCo  this  giiik  of  perjury.  I  have  no  doubt  but  the 
greater  part  of  thofe  who  brought  the  French  king 
to  the  block  were  thofe  who  had  fworn  true  alle- 
giance to  him  :  this  may  be  read  in  the  judgment 
.  that  overtook  them.     Yea,  the  whole  Roman  em- 
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^ire  iccms  to  be  infefted  w4th  this  prefent  prevailing 
(in  of  nations ;  and  it  muft  be  fo'i  for  this  hour  of 
tempt atim  jball  come  upon  all  tie  world,  to  try  tbem^ 
that  dwell  upon  the  earth.  Rev.  iii.  lo.  Wherever 
this  fpirit  of  difaffeftion  runs,  thither  the  temptation 
goes  \  and  Satan  will  ply  them  the  hardeft  with  it^ 
who  have  bound  themfelves  to  their  fovereigns  with 
the  moft  facred  oaths. 

And  any  watchful  eye  may  fee  the  wrath  of  God 
purfue  the  falfe  f^carers.  Two  perfons,  if  I  forg^ 
not,  called  minifters  of  God,  who  had  taken  the 
above  oaths,  are  gone  to  Botany-bay :  one,  if  not 
more,  are,  or  have  been,  confined  in  gaols ;  and 
how  many  of  the  perjured  failors  came  to  an  igno* 
minious  death,  I  cannot  tell  i  but  two  of  them,  if 
report  be  tnic,  confefled  before  their  awful  exit  that 
their  firft  ftep  to  ruin  was  reading  Tom  Paine's 
books :  in  thcfe,  Painc's  fins  are  open  beforehand, 
and  gone  before  him  to  judgment  j  and  thofe  who 
ftole  away  the  king's  frigate,  and  murdered  their  of- 
ficers, and  then  carried  her  into  one  of  the  ports  of 
Spain,  will  not  efcape  the  juftice  of  God. 

I  believe  the  time  of  the  Jews'  temptation  lafted 
fome  years,  from  the  rumours  of  the  war  to  the 
taking  of  the  city ;  and  no  doubt  but  this  was  done, 
that  all  who  feared  God  might  efcape ;  for  he  is  long 
Juffering  to  us  ward.  And  this  of  ours,  which  is  a 
reading  of  that^  hath  continued  a  good  while,  and 
no  doubt  for  the  fame  purpofe  s  for  many  who,  I 
believe,  fear  God,  are  at  this   time  entangled  in 
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Satan's  fnare,  who  muft  come  out  of  it;  ./or  they, 
mufi  h  kept  from  this  hour  of  temptation  (or  from 
being  ruined  by  it)  who  keep  the  word^  of  bis  patience. 
I  have  known  fbme  pious  fouls  whoj  by  the  infernal 
diligence  of  unfeeling  men,  have  been  fadly  ftifiened 
in  the  neck  by  Satan,  as  well  as  Zekekiah ;    but  God 
hath  convinced  them  of  their  error,  and  undeceived 
them,  and  their  fouls  have  fmarted  forely  for  their 
madnefs.    One  of  thefe  is  a  gentleman  of  the  faculty, 
now  living  at  Woolwich,    Thefe  have  efcaped  the 
fnare  of  the  fowler,  and  io  it  mufl:  be ;  for  be  tbai 
fearetb  God JbaU  come  fcrtb  of  tbem  all.  EccLvii.  i8, 
God's  command  to  us  is.  Let  every  foul  be  fubjeH  to 
tbebigber  powers.     His  promile  is,  Do  goody  andtbou 
Jbah  bave  praife  of  tbefame.     Yea,  and  a  good  con* 
icience :  Te  mufl  befubjeSl^for  conference  fake.     This 
is  our  watchword  in  this  hour  of  temptation.     His 
threatening  is,  ^bey  tbat  refijiy  refift  tbe  ordnance  of. 
Cody  and  JbaU  receive  to  tberrtfelves  damnation.  This  is 
God*s  fentence  and  denunciation  againft  the  rebel- 
lious ;    and  thus  /  bave  given  a  portion  to  feven»  and 
ayb  to  eigbt  \  for  I  know  not  wbat  evilfhall  be  upon  tife 
eartb.    Eccl.  xi.  2.   ^Maqy  warnings  and  cautions 
have  I  given  you  from  this  pulpit,  when  the  devil 
fcnt  forth  one  of  his  drummers  to  beat  a  march  to 
the  Holy  Land  :  I  told  you  it  was  a  trick  of  the 
devil,  which  gave  great  offence  to  fome,  who  foon 
jifter  prepared  for  the  journey ;  but  they  have  been 
^(hamed  to  (how  their  heads  fince.  When  the  great 
fpnyprtcr  of  the  Jews  fell  down  from  the  moon,  J 
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told  you  he  was  nothing  but  a  prcfutnptuotis  fan* 
poRor ;  and  the  expedition  to  coh?erc  the  pagans 
was  nothing  elfe  but  one  of  Sacan^s  rattles,  intended 
to  make  a  ftir,  and  colleA  a  crowd  together,  only 
to  amufe  thcnn,  and  diircrt  their  minds  from,  attend* 
ing  to  the  things  that  niake  for  their  peace.  And 
when  that  great  power,  like  Simon  Magus,  came 
among  you  from  Plymouth,  who  had  ftudied  the  art 
of  moving  the  paffiohs,  I  told  you  that  the  devil, 
and  none  but  the  devil,  was  in  him :  and  in  which 
of  thefe  aflertibns  have  I  appeared  a  hKc  prophet  ? 
Here  I  am  ;  teftify  againil  me :  but  you  cannot ; 
hor  fhaB  you  find  me  a  faMe  prophet  in  this  matter. 
Moreover,  you  have  heard  that  God  hath  pro* 
mifed,  that  in  every  temptation  he  will,  with  the 
temptation,  make  a  wiy  for  his  people's  efcape,  that 
they  may  be  able  to  bear  it.  Ifrael  efcaped  in  Egypt, 
when  Pharaoh  and  his  hoft,  who  rebeUed  againil 
God,  were  deftroyed.  Thofe  that  obeyed  the  voic6 
of  God,  by  Jerennriah,  fled  to  Babylon,  and  found 
God,  and  feveral  eminent  prophets  raifed  up  there : 
Daniel  was  a  mi  nifter  of  ftate  i  Mordecai  in  the  faoufi 
of  Haman  i  Efther  queen  of  the  empire  j  and  Ezra 
Was  the  king's  cup-bearer.  The  heathen  nations, 
who  yielded  obedience  to  God,  kept  their  kingdoms. 
Juft  before  Jerufalem's  lafl:  deftruftipn,  the  watch- 
words went  forth  :  Behold,  the  judge ftandetb  before  the 
door  i  whereby  we  know  it  is  the  lafi  times  j  vyrath  is 
come  upon  them  to  the  uttermofl.  W  hen  the  rumours 
of  the  Romifli  war  went  forth,  the  children  of  the 
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day  were  upon  the  watch  •,  and  when  the  army  came 

into  Judea^  they  fled  to  Pella ;  and  fo  k  will  be  now^ 

X^t  us  confidcr  what  the  Lord  Tays  to  ui  i  for  it  is 

fo  us  the  following  words  are  fpoken :  Sp  wafcbfid^ 

intd  ftrfngtben  the  things  whi<b  retnai/f,  ihaf  are  readjp 

to  die.     Be  watchful,  s^nd  fee  the  fratne  and  ftate 

thou  art  in ;  take  notice  of  the  truths  you  hold,  and 

hold  faft,  that  you  lofc  nothing,    Obferve  God*^ 

Judgments  abroad  in  the  earth,  and  what  is  coming 

on,  and  W^tch  orer  each  other,  that  ye  be  notcar-» 

tied  away  in  this  hotn-  of  tdmptation. 

The  next  words  imply  that  many  are  alreacfy 
turned  afide  after  Satan,  and  that  others  were  much 
infeftedj  hence  the  command.  Strengthen  the  things 
ivbicb  r^main^  which  remain  with  you,  and  which 
^re  not  carried  away,  and  which  are  reaufy  to  die. 
Thefe  things  are  the  veflels  of  mercy,  which  are  ftag-» 
gered,  ftumblcd,  and  weakened  by  the  many  thatare 
led  into  rebellion,  concluding  they  Ihall  never  bear 
op,  and  hold  out,  and  halting  between  the  word  of 
God  and  the  cry  of  thoufands  in  a  profellion,  mi*- 
nifters  as  well  as  people,  and  who  are  looked  up  to 
as  men  of  great  knowledge  and  wildom  i  but  thehr 
ftifdofn  perverts  them.  Remember  therefore  how  tb(M| 
haft  received  and  heard,  and  hold  &ft  and  repent; 
You  have  heard  the  doftrines  of  the  everlafting  gof- 
pel,  and  you  have  heard  the  will  of  God  revealed  to 
you,  that  you  muft  be  fubjeft  to  the  higher 
j^owcrs.  This  laft  part  of  the  will  of  God  many 
of  you   have   relinquiflied    and  given  up :   and 
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lemembcr^  ths|t  God  is  the  author  of  that  part  of 
fcripture  as  well  as  ofall  the  reft  ^  andas  Satan  hath 
fnade  fuch  a  fuccefsful  attack  upon  you^  he  will  not 
quit  the  fic}d  till  he  hath  got  the  whole,  for  the  whole 
is  in  danger :  to  deny  any  one  part  to  be  true,  is  to 
deny  the  whole^  and  make  God  a  liar,  for  no  lie  is 
pf  the  truth.  Some  profefTors  are  gone  fo  far  al- 
ready, that  when  they  are  prefled  hard  upon  thi3 
head,  they  are  obliged  to  confefs, "  they  do  not  be-* 
Jieve  the  Bible."  Hence  the  exhortation  that  Jefus 
by  his  angel  fends  to  us,  Rmember  bow  thou  bajk 
received  and  beard ^  and  boldfafi. 

But  why  are  we  fo  charged  by  the  Liord  to  hold 
faft  ?  Becaufe  our  fafety  lies  in  it.  ^bofe  tbat  keep 
tbewordofbispatience^bewill  keep  (from  being  carried 
away  by  Satan)  in  tbis  hour  of  temptation.  Rev.iiL  lo. 
In  the  next  place,  thofe  that  fear  God,  and  have 
been  led  aftray  by  it,  are  exhorted  to  repent ;  for 
this  trap  of  the  devil  hardens  the  heart,  and  makes 
men  vain,  proud,  and  felf- conceited.  If  you  argue 
with  them,  and  bring  forth  the  will  of  God  to  them 
in  his  word,  it  makes  no  imprefEon ;  they  bring 
forth  their  ftrong  reafons  againft  God  himfelf :  and 
fure  I  am,  that  nothing  but  evangelical  repentance 
pan  faye  thefe  from  deftrudtion,  and  fet  them  down 
at  the  Saviour's  feet  to  receive  and  obey  |iis  word. 
The  devil,  by  the  inftrumcntality  of  Tom  Paine, 
having  come  down  among  us  in  great  wrath,  gives 
me  fome  room  tp  fufped,  that  \\t  knows  he  hath 
but  a  ftort  tirne,  before  ;hat  infernal  bead  will  if 
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V^umkd  ever  divers  countries.    Perhaps  t:his  tempta^ 

lion  that  is  now  abroad  in  the  earth  is  fomething 

preparatory  to  what  is  yet  to  come.    The  long  dif- 

pute  between  Michael  and  the  devil,  in  the  days  of 

Jcreoiiah,   was  tojeparate  the  vile  from  the  precious ; 

and  when  this  divifion  was  nnade,  the  fword  of  war 

determined  the  point,  the  rebels  periflied,  and  the 

righteous  lived. 

At  that  time  the  devil  had  got  the  army  of  the 
Jews  on  his  fide,  as  well  as  the  king,  the  princes, 
the  priefts,  and  the  falfe  prophets.  Hence  you  read, 
fbat  yeremiab  went  forth  to  go  into  Benjamin ;    and 
when  be  was  in  the  gate^  the  captain  of  the  ward  took 
kim^  faying,  Thoufalleji  away  to  the  Chaldeans :  and  the 
frinces  were  wroth  with  him,  and f mote  him,  and  put  him 
infrifm.  Jer.  xxxvii.  15.  Now  this  prefent  hour  of 
temptation  is  to  make  the  fame  divifion,   jind  1  wiU 
purge  cut  from  among  you  the  rebels,   and  them  that 
franfg^ffs  againji  me:    and  L  will  bring  them  forth  out 
^tbe  country  where  tbeyfojourn,  and  they  Jh all  not  en- 
$er  into  the  land  of  Ifrael,  and  ye  fbaU  know  that  I  am 
fbe  Lord.    £?ek.  xx.  jS,     This  fame  work  is  now 
going  on  in  our   barn  floor ;    the  chaflF  from  the 
wheat  is  feparating,  carnal  profeflbrs  and  hypo* 
crites,  the  devil  is  gathering  them  together,  by  Tom 
Paine's  books,  apd  our  falfe  prophets  s    and  in  the 
bond  of  iniquity  he  holds  them  faft,  while  thofe  who 
do  know  their  God  cleave  to  him,  to  his  fervants, 
and  to  his  word,  in  the  bond  of  love.     And  fome- 
thing, which  perhaps  is  yet  to  come,  will  determine 
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thh  branch  of  the  comrdroerjj  tf  Zim ;  for  not  the  ivv 
bcls,  nor  the  wicked  who  join  hand  rn  hand,  IhaB 
efcape,  but  iboje  who  keep  the  word  ofbispaima^  in 
the  lave  of  it ;  and  this  paf  t  of  it  in  parriculaf ,  befub^ 
ieS  to  the  higher  powers :   thcfe  be  will  keep  (from 
being  carried  away)  in  this  hour  of  temptafion.   Hence 
the  following  condition,  fpoken  byway  of  threaten- 
ing; If  therefore  thou  Jhalt  not  watchy  J  will  come  on 
thee  as  a  thief  and  thou  fbalt  not  know  what  hour  I 
'  wiU  come  upon  thee.  Rev.  iii.  3.   Thcfe  words  plainly 
imply,  that  thofewho  are  obedient,  believe  his  Word, 
and  watch  his  liand,'   and  his  judgments  whieh  ar6 
abroad  in  the  earth,  fliall  have  timely,  notice,  and 
know,  in  due  time,  when  he  comes,   and  what  he 
means  to  do,  fo  as  to  efcape  j  for  be  willreveal  his 
Jecrets  to  bisfervants  the  prophets.     But  thofe  profeCt 
fors,  who  are  led  aw^y  by  the  devil  into  this  damn- 
^ble  delufion,  will  be  given  up  to  blindnefs  of  mind, 
infenfibility,  andhardnefs  of  heart;  their  heads  wifl 
be  fluffed  with  politics,  their  he4rts  with  malice  and 
murder,  and  all  their  hopes  and  expeftations  will  be 
upon  anarchy.     To  thefe,  faith  Chrifl,  will  I  come  as 
a  thief  (in  the  night),  and  thou  fhalt  not  know  what 
hour  I  will  come  upon  thee,     Thofe  who  fhall  efcape 
this  perilous  hour  are  pointed  put  in  the  foltowing 
verfe :  Tthou  baft  a  few  names  even  in  Sardis,  which 
have  not  defiled  their  garments  j  and  they  fhall  walk  with 
me  in  white ^  for  they  gre  worthy.  Rev.  iii.  4.    Thclfe 
were  not  polluted  with  adultery  or  fornication,  nei- 
ther with  perjury,  rebellion,  damnable  herefy,  nor 

fuperitition  ^ 
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fuperdttion ;  and  thefe  fhall  ftiil  walk  with  Chrift, 
when  many  (hall  fall  oiF^  and  walk  in  wbite>  when 
many  are  defiled  and  pollueed ;  and  (hall  bexoumdd 
worthy,  when  the  hypocrices*  hope  Ihall  penfli^  and 
their  truft  (hall  be  in  a  fpider"s  web. 

I  fhall  now  confider  ovei  again  the  watch^word 
in  my  text,  Go  ^mt^ayy  fiani  nu  Jtill.  They  knevr 
before  where  they  were  to  go  to^  and  what  they 
were  to  meet  with  when  they^wcnt;  and  now  an 
opportnnity  offered  for  thdr  efaape,  and  therefore 
he  gives  the  wacchword,;  and  erifoccca  it, .  G^  $way^ 
fiand  not  ftHL  This  ftraoge  work  vil)  be  brought 
to  pafs  again,  when  the  moft  peribus  lime,  the 
hotteft  hour  comes  on,  whkb,  perhaps,  may  bo 
very  violent,  but  very  fliort :  and  as  thro,  fo  now^ 
Chrift  will  be  a  ftrengeb  to  the  needy  in  his  dif* 
trefs,  ihould  the  blaft  of  the  terrible  ones  fend  a 
ftorm  to  the  wall.  Chrift  is  a  ktding-place  himtelf, 
and  he  will  provide  a  retreat  for  thofe  wha  obey  hi» 
voice  in  this  degenerate  age«  Comt^  ntf  $^pk%  ^*Mr 
tbeu  inta  thy  chamhirsy  miijktuf  thy  4$^^  nk^i^  thes  % 
bide  thyjelfas  U  vunfors  momtnU  ^  tbf  indigMtwi 
be  overpaft.  God  rcrealed  his  fecret  tQ  Jeremiah, 
and  he  gave  the  watchword  to  ail  that  attended  him, 
deaved  to  him,  and  obeyed  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
by  him^  And  lb  it  wiU  be  again,  whea  the  righceou^ 
are  fixed  ii»  the  truth,  and  the  rebels  ripe  for  de-' 
ftruftioir.  The  fenrants  of  the  Lord  will  haKcr 
timely  intimacion ;  utA  thofethat  obey  the  voice  of 
the  Lord,  and  cleave  to  hhhj  and  bold  fait  his  word^ 

will 
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Will  take  the  warning,  and  embrace  the  fheltef^  and 
none  elfe ;  for  thofe  that  are  in  Satan's  trap  are 
filled  with  fuch  defperate  malice  and  madnefs  againft 
every  minifter  of  the  word,  and  againft  every  child 
of  God  who  dares  to  Oppofe  or  advance   truth 
againO:  their  rebellious  fpirits,  that  they  are  like 
atheifts>  they  will  take  no  warnings  nor  give  credit 
to  any  thing  that  (hall  be  faid.     The  prophet  is  the 
Juare  rf  a  fowler  in  all  bis  ways  i    the  fpiriiual  man  is 
maJy  hicaufo  of  tby  great  hatred*     Thefe  will   be 
like  Lx>t*s  fons-in-law  \   they  will  laugh,   and  lay 
down,  till  the  flames  of  eternal  Hre  rouie  them  the 
fecond  time  i  or  like  king  Zedekiah,  who  perfifted 
in  his  rebellion  'till  he  faw  the  king  of  Babylon's 
princes  in  the  gates  of  the  city  :  then  he  fled  \    but 
the  vengeance  of  heaven  foon  overtook  him*    Even 
in  the  chapel  there  hath  been  fome  of  this  cail,  who 
I^ave  made  a  wry  mouth>  grinned  like  a  d<^>  and 
even  gnafiied  their  teeth,  while  I  have  been  infiiting 
upon  thele  things,  which  I  believe  in  my  confcience 
to  be  true  and  right,  and  that  it  is  my  duty  to  en- 
force them.  But  if  they  can  gna(h  their  teeth  in  the 
houfe  of  God,  what  will  they  do  in  the  pains  of  hell  ? 
But  they  ferved  Jeremiah  worfe  than  this,y^r  c'o^ 
one  of  them  turfed  him,  Jen  xv.  lo.     Tb^Jmtt  him. 
Jcr.  XX.  2.  Again  and  again  (Jcr.xxxvii.  15.)  they 
impriifoncd  him  ;  they  put  him  dpwn  into  the  dun-- 
geon,  up  to  the  neck  in  mud.     They  took  couniel 
to  (lay  him,  but  they  could  not  beat  the  grace  of 
God  out  of  his  heart,  nor  the  truth  of  God  out  of 

his 
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his  mouth :  what  he  faid  came  to  pafs^  and  none  of 
his  words  fell  to  the  ground.     Go  away^  fiand  noi 

jtm: 

'Remember  the  Lord  afar  off^  and  let  Jerufidem  c$me 
iMo  your  mind.     This  was  a  hint  that  they  (hould 

^     ^  ^  "  •    •    • 

go  as  far  off  as  Babylon ;  and  it  was  a  caution  not 
ta  iiften  to  every  lo  here,  or  lo  there,  or  to  give 
heed  to  any  of  the  lies  and  carnal  reaibnings  of  the 
falfe  prophets  which  the  devil  would  raife  up  in 

•  •  • 

Babylon  -,  for  all  that  Satan  wants  is  to  drive  God 
but  of  all  our  thoughts,' as  God  complains.  Houp 
long  Jball  this  be  in  the  heart  of  the  prophets  that  pro^ 
phefy  lies?  Tea,  they  are  prophets  of  the  deceit  tf  their 
twn  hearts,  which  think  to  caufe  my  people-  to  forga 
fny  name  by  their  dreams  which  they  tell  every  man  te 
his  neighbour,  as  their  fathers  have  forgotten  my  name 
for  Baal.    Jer.  xxiii.   26,  27.    This  is  the  work  6(f 

« 

the  devil  now ;  almoft  every  houfe  has  got  a  politi- 
cian in  it,  or  an  enchanter,  -or  a  charmer  %  and  this 
tool  of  Satan  is  the  fnare  and  curfe  of  the  whole  fii- 
mily  i  his  work  is  to  fill  their  minds  and  entertain 
them  with  the  wonderful  produdtions  of  this  a^'if 
reafon,  and  to  bring  in  the  frefh  contents  of  every 
oppofition  ncwfpaper,  that  by  thefe  means  every 
thought  of  their  hearts  may  be  alienated  from  God, 
and  be  kept  in  captivity  to  the  obedience  of  Satan  t 
hence  the  exhortation.  Remember  the  Lord  afar  eff, 
and  let  Jeru/alem  come  into  your  mindr  For  if  I  re- 
member the  Lord,  I  (hall  meditate  on  him,  and  oh 
his  wonderful  works :  and  he  will  remember  me, 

and 
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tod  )(et.ii1e:knOw  \t  s  my  thoughts  ^all  often  meet 
wkh  his  I  I  &aU  be  upoa  the  w^tct^  ^nd  be  led  to 
compare  what  I  fee  with  what  I  read  i  and  this  wiU 
lead  m<  to  confider  what  ftfety  or  protc&ion  he 
bath  profoiied  to  his  people,  or  where  they  may  be 
hid  in  the  day  of  his  £icrce  anger,  and  hpw  io  pre^ 
fart  t§  mitt  hit  God  in  the  ws^  of  bis  judgnient,  left 
hjammg/uddeftfyi  htfi^nU^dmJkepmg^ 

And  let  Jeruffdim  cmt  inpf  your  mifid^  Jerufakai 
had  long  been  the  throne  of  God,  and  the  principal 
&at  of  the  church ;  the  church  at  Jerufalem^  or  oi) 
moata,  i^ion^  was  the  metropolitan  church  among 
the  twelve  tribes  of  IfraeL  ^od  Jovtd  the  gates  of 
Zimtftme  tban  all  the  dwtUingsif  Jaiohi  and  itwa« 
levealed  froni  heaven,  that  altiioi^h  he  had^  for  the 
fins  of  his  people,  defpifed  his  habitation  by  cafting 
it  down  to  the  ground,  and  that  he  rmemhcTed  not 
lis  footftotd  in  the  dayof  bU  anger  (Lam«  u*  1)9  yet 

he  weuid  cheofe  Jerujalem  again,  tt  would  once  more 
be  the  city  of  the  living  God,  where  Immanue! 
would  appear,  and  make  reconciliation  for  the  fias 
x^fall  his  people,  which  are  fcatcered  throughout 
the  whole  world.  Hence  the  prediction  of  the 
Pfalmift»  If  I  for  git  tbee^  O  Jerufalem^  let  wy  right 
hand  forget  her  ^umiing;  let  my  tongue  cleave  to  the 
roefofmjf  mouthy  Ifl  do  not  prefer  Jerufalem  above  107 
chief  joy.  But  the  law  is  now  gone  forth  out  of 
Zion,  and  the;  word  of  the  I^ord  from  Jerufalem ; 
therefore  wc  it^uH  look  for  Jerufalem,  for  the  city 
of  the  great  King^  elfewhere.    Coming  to  God  the 

judge 
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judge  of  all  under  his  teaching,  and  to  Jefus  the 
mediator  of  the  new  covenant  by  faith,  and  to  the 
faints  in  heart-felt  love  and  afFcftion,  is  coming  to 
the  heavenly  Jcrufalem  j  for  all  believers  arefeUtnt^ 
citizens  with  the  faints^  and  of  the  boujbold  of  God. 

To  let  Jerufalem  come  into  our  mind,  in  the 
language  of  the  New  Tcftament,  is  to  love  one  an* 
tthcTy  to  let  the  children  of  God  have  a  place  in  out 
hearts  and  affe£tions»  And  now  to  interweave  their 
cafe  with  ours,  the.  principal  feat  of  the  church  of 
God,  in  this  day  is  Great  Britain ;  for  1  believe  there 
is  but  very  little  of  the  power  of  godlinefs  elfewhere  i 
nor  is  there  much  of  it  here.  I  have  heard  much 
of  the  wonderful  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  in  America ; 
but  I  have  but  Kttle  faith  in  thcfe  good  tidings.  I 
have  had  letters  from  various  parts  of  that  country, 
and  from  many  other  countries  alfo,  and  from  the 
Eaft  and  Weft  Indies ;  and  they  all  complain  to  me 
of  femine,  and  I  believe  it.  Gofpel  Jerufalem  is 
now  with  us,  and  Zion  is  God's  reflirtg-place  for 
ever  :  here  (faith  he)  will  I  dwell,  for  I  have  dc- 
fired  it  '.-therefore  feek  we  the  peace  of  the  city,  and 
pray  unto  the  Lord  for  it,  for  in  the  peace  thereof 
fhall  we  have  peace.  Peace  be  within  thy  walls,  and 
profperity  within  thy  palaces ;  for  my  friends  and  com- 
panions Jake  will  I  now  fay.  Peace  be  within  thee ;  be» 
caufe  of  the  houfe  of  the  Ljord  my  God  I  will  feek  thy 
good.  Bleflcd  are  thofe  fervants  whom,  when  their 
Lord  Cometh,  he  fhall  find  fo  doing ;  for  they  yet 
rule  with  God;  and  arc  faithful  with  the  faints. 

£  Some 
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Some  dream  of  a  univerlal  republic,  as  fome  for- 
mer kings  in  France  did  of  univerfal  empire ;  but 
we  are  as  fecure  from  that  as  the  word  of  the  im- 
mutable God  can  make  us.  At  thedivifionof  the 
Roman  empire  into  kingdoms,  according  to  the 
prophecy  of  Daniel,  ten  kings  rofe  up  in  it  about 
one  and  the  fame  time ;  heace  the  empire  is  called 
^beaji,  and  the  ten  kings  the  ten  horns  of  the  beaft, 
which  have  all,  more  or  Icfs,  in  times  paft,  pufhed 
and  fought  in  defence  of  the  beaft,  and  in  defence  of 
fopery  :  and  though  this  exadt  number. ten  hath  not 
always  been  the  fame,  but  fometimes  more  and 
fometimes  lefs,  yet  that  was  the  number  at  the  firft 
divifion,  and  I  believe  it  will  be  the  fame  when  God 
judges  Babylon  the  great. 

Some  few  years  ago,  if  I  conjc6lure  right,  there 
were  eleven  kings  in  the  empire : — the  king  of  Bri- 
tain, of  Denmark,  of  Sweden,  of  Poland,  of  Bo- 
hemia, of  Pruflia,  of  Naples,  of  Sardinia,  of  France, 
of  Spain,  and  of  Portugal  i  and  although  France 
and  Poland  are  now  without  kings,  yet  there  re- 
main nine  ftill.  Whether  there  be  any  other 
princes  that  are  crowned  heads  in  the  empire,  I 
know  not ;  but  thofe  above  mentioned  have  borne 
the  title  of  kings  i  this  is  well  known  among  us. 
The  pope  is  not  included  in  this  lift,  for  he  is  the 
littk  horn  before  whom  three  horns  fell,  and  ever 
fince  the  popes  have  worn  a  triple  croivn.  For  fo 
it  is  written — After  this  I  Jaw  in  the  night  vijicns, 
and  heboid  a  fourth  beaji^  dreadful  and  tcrribky  and 
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Jirbng  exceedinghf ;  and  it  bad  great  iron  teeth :  it  de^ 
voured  and  brake  in  pieces^  andftamped  the  rejidue  with 
the  feet  of  it :    and  it  was  diverfe  from  all  the  beafts 
that  were  brf^re  it ;  and  it  had  ten  horns.     I  eonfider- 
ed  the  hornsy  and  behold,  there  came  up  among  them 
another  little  bom,  before  whom  there  were  three  of  the 
firft  horns  plucked  up  by  the  roots :  and,  behold,  in  this 
bom  were  eyes  like  the  eyes  of  a  man^  and  a  mouth 
/peaking  great  things.     I  beheld  till  the  thrones. were 
cajl  down,  and  the  Ancient  of  days  did  fit,  whofe  gar* 
ment  was  white  as /now,  and  the  hair  of  his  head  like 
the  pure  wool:  hts  throne  was  like  the  fiery  flame,  and 
his  wheels  as  burning  fire.     A  fiery  ftream  iffiied  and 
came  forth  from  before  him:  thoufand  tbou/ands  mi- 
niftered  unto  him,  and  ten  thoufand  times  ten  thou/and 
flood  before  him  :  the  judgment  wasfet,   and  the  books 
were  opened.     1  beheld  then  becaufe  of  the  voice  of  the 
great  words  which  the  horn  /pake :  1  beheld,   even  till 
the  beafl  was  flain,  and  his  body  deflrcyed,  and  given 
to  the  burning  flame.     If  aw  in  the  night  vifions,  and, 
behold,  one  like  the  Son  of  Man  came  with  the  clouds  of 
heaven,  and  came  to  the  Ancient   of  days,   a7id  they 
brought  him  near  before  him.     y^nd  there  was  given 
him  dominion,  and  glory,  and  a  kingdom,  that  all  peo^ 
pie,  nations,  and  languages,  Jkouldferve  him :  his  do^ 
minion  is  an  rjerlafting  dominion,   which  fhall  not 
pafs  away,  and  his  kingdom  that  which  fhall  not  be 
deflroyed.    Dan.  vii.     Daniel,  in  th's  vifion  Ices  the 
Chaldean  empire  rolled  round  to  Rome;  the  Baby- 
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(onxan,  die  Median  and  Ferfianj  and  the  Grectaitj 
were,  in  vifion,  pafled  away. 

He  calls  this  b^afi  diverfe  from  all  the  refi^  be- 
caufe  of  the  ecclefiaftical  and  civil  power  being  in- 
terwoven together  in  the  pope,  the  head  of  the 
beaft)  and  becaufe  it  had  deftroyed  all  the  others. 
He  fees  the  divifion  of  the  empire  into  im  Idngdomsi 
hence  he  fays  the  beaft  had  Mn  horns.  Then  he 
iees  a  little  horn  fpring  up  among  the  ten ;  this  ts 
the  pope,  before  whom  three  horns  were  plucked 
up  :  this  alludes  to  the  three  countries  conquered  by 
Pepin  and  Charlemain,  kings  of  France,  who  pro- 
moted the  pope,  and  gave  him  thefe  three  countries^ 
for  his  patrimony,  and  on  which  account  the  popes 
of  Rome  have  worn  a  triple  crown  ever  fince. 
The  greatw  ords  which  this  horn  fpake,  alludes  to 
the  dodrine  <A  devils,  which  the  New  Tcftament 
applies  to  him.  At  the  head  of  this  ten-horned 
beaft  he  fits,  and  will  till  the  Ancient  of  days  comes> 
who  is  defcribed  in  verfe  ninth.  This  coming  of 
Chrift  \^  not  to  judge  the  quick  and  dead>  but  to 
take  to  himfelf  his  great  power,  and  to  reigo  uni- 
verfally  in  a  fpiritual  way.  ThjB  fiejy  ftream  at- 
tending him,  will  according  to  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,  burn  the  great  whore  with  fire.  The  thou- 
fands  that  minifter  unto  him,  are  thofe  that  em- 
brace his  truth  \  and  thofe  who  ftand  before  him  to 
be  judged,  are  fuch  as  have  killed  his  faints^  and  is 
therefore  called  judging  the  great  whore,  avenging 
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the  blood  of  his  faints^   and  giving  the  murderers 
blood  to  drink.     The  books  being  opened,  is  in- 
tended to  ftiew  that  he  will  proceed  according  to 
men's  defcrts,  and  execute  he  vengeance  threaten- 
ed^ that  his  judgments  may  appear  to  be  both  righte- 
ous and  true,  which  is  what  the  living  fain  ts  will 
applaud.     His  coming  with  the  clouds  of  heaven^ 
I   underfland  of  the  invifible  attendance   of  the 
miniftering  angels,  together  with  the  cloud  of  wit« 
nefles  upon  earth,  which  will  attend  him.     Read, 
and  they  beard  a  great  voice  from  heaven^  faying.  Come 
fip  hither.     And  they  afcended  up  to  l^eaven  in  a  cloud, 
and  their  enemies  beheld  them.  Rev.  xi.  12.     Daniel 
looks  till  the  body  of  the  beaft  was  (lain  and  given 
to  the  burning  flame  $  this  is  Paul's  man  of  iin,  the 
wicked  one,  whom  the  Lord  fhall  confume  with  the 
fpirit  of  his  mouth,  and  deftroy  by  the  brightnefs  df 
his  coming.     And  when  this  is  done  Babylon  falls, 
and  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  become  the  king- 
doQFis  of  our  God,  and  of  hisChriftj  and  fo  Daniel 
fays,  There  was  grven  him  dominiony  and  glory,  and  a 
kingdom  that  all  nations  fbouldferve  him. 

The  latter  part  of  the'  chapter  explains  the  firft. 
Thefe  great  beafts,  which  are  four,  are  four  kings 
which  fhall  arife  out  of  the  earth  ;  which  arc  the  Ba- 
bylonian,  the  Median  and  Perfian,  the  Grecian, 
and  the  Roman.  Then  I  would  know  the  truth  of 
the  fourth  beaft,  and  of  the  ten  horns  that  were  in 
his  head,  and  of  the  other  which  came  up,  and  be- 
fore whom  three  fell,  even  of  that  horn  that  had 
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cj'cs,  and  a  *  mouth  that  Ipakc  very  great  things, 
and  whofe  looks  were  more  ftout  than  his  fellows. 
This  is  the  pope ;  for  it  follows — I  beheid>  and  the 
fame  horn  made  war  with  the  faints,  and  prevailed 
againll  them.  Which  John  defcribes  thus :  And 
when  they  Jball  have  finijhid  their  tefiimonyy  the  beafi 
that  afcendetb  out  of  the  httomle/s  pit  Jkall  make  wot 
againft  themj  and  overcome  them,  and  kill  tbem^  Rev. 
xi.  7*  And  this  horn  is  to  continue  until  the  Ancient 
of  days  came,  and  Judgment  was  given  to  the  faints  of 
the  Moft  High  ;  and  the  time  came  that  the  faints  pof- 
Jeffed  the  kingdom.  Dan.  vii.  22,  This  bead  with 
his  ten  horns  ihall  continue  till  the  witneiles  ihall 
be  flain ;  and  then  the  Saviour  will  appear  i  and 
then  judgment  will  be  given  to  the  faints  j  the  pray- 
ers of  the  fouls  at  the  foot  of  the  altar  will  be  fiilly 
anfwered — Chrift  will  avenge  their  blood  on  thofc 
that  dwell  on  the  earth,  and  reward  the  great  whore 
as  (he  has  rewarded  the  faints,  and  the  cup  that  (be 
hath  given  to  others  (hall  be  filled  to  her  double. 
And  then  (hall  come  on  the  univerfal  reign  of 
Chrift-,,  And  fo  it  follows — Thushefaid,  The  fourth 
heaft  fhdll  he  the  fourth  kingdom  upon  earthy  nnUcb 
fhall  be  diverfefrom  all  kingdoms ^  and  fljoU  devour  the 
whole  earthj  and  Jball  tread  it  down^  and  break  it  in 
pieces.  And  the  ten  horns  out  of  this  kingdom  are  ten 
kings  thatjhall  arife :  and  another  Jball  arife  after  them ; 
and  he  fball  be  diverfe  from  the  firjiy  and  be  fbaU 
fubdue  three  kings.  And  be  fball fpeak  great  tmrds 
againji  the  Moft  Eight  and  Jball  wear  out  the  faints 
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bf  the  Mqft  Higbj  and  think  to  change  times  and  laws ; 
and  they  JhaU  be  given  into  his  ha>id  until  a  time  and 
times  and  the  dividing  of  time — which  is  1260  years. 
And  that  is  his  time  of  duration,  and  the  end  of 
that  date  brings  him  to  ruin ;  for  the  judgment  JhaU 
(then )  Jity  and  they  Jhall  take  away  his  dominion ^  to 
confume  and  to  deftroy  it  unto  the  end.  Dan.  vii.  23 — 
26.  And  then  comes  on  the  fifth  kingdom,  which  is 
the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  and  this  (hall  be  the  grcatefl: 
empire  that  ever  was  in  the  world  j  and  fo  it  fol- 
lows— jind  the  kingdom  and  dominion^  and  the  greats 
nefs  of  the  kingdom  under  the  whole  heaven y  Jhall  be 
given  to  the  people  of  the  faints  of  the  Mofi  Higb^ 
whqfe  kingdom  is  ah  en)erlafHng  kingdom^  and  all  do- 
minions (or  rulers)  Jhall ferve  and  obey  him.  Hitherto 
is  the  end  of  the  matter.  Dan.  vii.  27,  28.  Accord- 
ing to  this  prophecy,  this  beaft  and  his  ten  horns 
are  to  continue  till  the  univerfal  reign  of  Chrift; 
And  when  he  comes,  he  will  firft  deftroy  the  beaft^ 
burn  the  whore  with  fire,  avenge  the  blood  of  his 
faints,  deftroy  them  that  deftroy  the  earth,  and  fet 
up  his  own  kingdom,  and  all  nations  fhall  ferve  and 
obey  him.  Ezckitl  is  very  clear  upon  this — he 
lived  to  fee  the  overthrow  of  the  Babylonian  em- 
pire, when  Bellhazzar  was  (lain,  and  Darius  the 
Mcdcan  took  the  kingdom  (Dan.  v.  30, 31);  and 
he  tells  us  that  there  fhall  be  three  more  overthrows, 
and  then  the  rightful  Heir  of  all  things  and  of  aU 
kingdoms  (ball  come.  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God  i 
Remove  the  diadem,  and  take  off  the  crown :  this  Jhall 
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ml  ie  the  Jam :  exalt  him  that  is  law^  and  abaft 
him  that  is  high,  I  will  overturn^  overturn^  overturn 
it :  and  it  Jball  be  no  more^  until  be  come  whoje  right 
it  is ;  and  Iwill give  it  him.     £zek,  xxi,  a6,  27. 

It  appears  plain,  from  the  word  of  God,  that  tea 
kings  will  be  found  in  the  Roman  empire  when 
Chrift  comes  to  fet  up  his  own  fpiritual  and  uni- 
vcrfal  kingdom.  This  may  be  leen  from  the  whole 
bock  of  Daniel — the  great  image,  or  monarchal 
(latue,  (hewed  to  Nebuchadnezzar  in  his  dream,  is 
plain  upon  this.  The  golden  head  was  the  Baby- 
lonian empire,  and  Nebuchadnezzar  at  the  head  of 
it;  the  filver  arms  and  breads  were, the  Mediaq 
and  Perfian  ;  the  belly  and  thighs  of  brafs,  was  the 
Grecian ;  the  iron  legs,  (he  Roman  i  the  ten  toesj 
the  ten  kings  in  it.  The  toes,  part  of  iron  and 
part  of  clay,  ftiews  that  the  kingdom  Ihould  be 
partly  ftrong  and  partly  broken ;  this  is  to  be  fcen 
now.  And  their  mingling  the  feed  of  men,  is 
the  family  compacts ;  and  the  intermarriages  of  one 
crowned  head  with  another,  to  ftrengthen  alliances^ 
but  thefe  fhall  not  cleave  together,  even  as  iron  is 
not  mixed  with  miry  clay  (Dan.  ii.  43):  this  is  j 
now  fulfilling  plain  enough,  and  may  be  ieen  be- 
tween France  and  Spain,  and  between  us  and 
others.  Now  obferve,  in  the  next  verfe,  thefe  ten 
toes  are  called  kings,  and  during  tljeir  reign  Chrift 
eomes  i  for  fo  it  is  written — ^nd  in  the  days  of  thefe 
kings  Jball  the  God  of  heaven  fet  up  a  kingdom^  which 
/ball  never  ke  dejiroyed:  and  the  kingdom  Jball  not 
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be  kft  to  other  people^  but  it /ball  break  in  pieces^  and  con-^ 
Jume  aU  theje  kingdoms^  and  it  jballfiandfor  ever.  For- 
q/mucb  as  thou  Jawefi  that  tbeftone  was  (ut  out  of  the 
mountain  without  hands,  and  that  it  brake  in  pieces  the 
iron,  the  brajs,  the  clay,  thefilver,  and  the  gold  \  the 
great  God  hath  made  known  to  the  king  what  jball  come 
topafs  hereafter:  and  the  dream  is  certain,  and  the 
interpretation  thereof  fur  e^  Dan.  ii.  44,  4^, 

Thus  it  is  plain  that,  during  the  cxiftcnce  of  thefc 
ten  toes,  or  during  the  reign  of  thefe  ten  kings, 
Chrift's  kingdonn  is  to  be  fct  up,  which  is  confirmed 
by  John  in  his  Revelation,  Chrift  ftyles  himfelf 
the  prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth;  Rev.  i.  15. 
John  is  fliewn  a  dragon  with  ten  horns.  Rev.  xii.  3. 
Thefe  ten  horns  are  faid  to  be  ten  kings,  Rev.  xvii, 
II.  And  the  ten  horns  which  thou  faweji  are  ten 
kings,  which  have  received  no  kingdom  as  yet  (that  isj 
they  had  no  kingdoms  in  John's  time),  but  receive 
power  as  kings ^  one  hour  with  the  beafi  (that  is,  the 
pope  and  thefe  ten  kings  fliall  receive  their  power 
as  kings  all  together,  at  the  fame  hour^  or  about 
one  and  the  fame  time ;  they  fhall  all  rife  up  toge* 
ther).  ^hefe  kings  have  one  mind  (that  is,  are  of  one 
religion,  they  were  to  be  all  papifls  together,  as  in 
former  tioics  they  all  have  been),  and /ball  ^ive  their 
power  andjlrength  unto  the  beafi  \  fubmit  their  power 
to  him,  and  engage  their  ftrength  in  behalf  of  him 
^nd  bis  religion,  as  all  of  them  have  done,  more  or 
}efs.  Thefe  fliall  make  war  with  the  Lamb,  and  the 
lamb  Jball  ovcrgomt  tbm :  they  have  ^U  in  times  paft 
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perfecuted  the  faints,  but  the  faints  ftill  continue. 

And  now  mind  what  follows :  For  Godbaib  put  inio 

ibeir  bearts  to  fulfill  his  willy  and  to  agree,  and  give 

their  kingdom  unto  the  beaji,  until  the  words  of  God 

fbould  be  fulfilled.    And  then  God  will  cum  their 

hearts  another  way.     And  the  ten  horns  which  thou 

Jaw0  upon  the  beajU  thefe  Jhall  bate  the  whore,  a,yd 

fiall  make  her  defolate,  and  naked^  and  Jhall  eat  her 

fejb,  and  bum  her  with  fire.     And  the  woman  which 

thou  fawcjt  is  that  great  city,  which  reignetb  over  the 

kings  of  the  earth.     Read  Rev.  xvii.     This  is  the 

word  of  the  Lord ;  and  as  long  as  his  word  is  true, 

fo  fure  (hall  thefe  kings  and  kingdoms  ftand,  till 

Babylon  is  no  more.  Nor  ihall  all  the  wifdom  of  this 

age  of  reafon,  falfely  fo  called,  ever  make  void  one 

jot  or  titde  of  God's  word :  for  this  age  of  reafon  is 

God*s  hour  of  temptation  \   and  the  wifeft  men  in 

their  own  conceit  in  this  age  are  the  fafteft  caught 

in  the  devil's  trap :  tbey  aim  at  the  deftrudion  of 

all  the  higher  powers,  but  God  aims  at  the  dellruc- 

tion  of  rebels.     We  are  not  perfecutcd  for  religion, 

nor  yet  for  confcience  fake.     If  any  are  bufFetted,  it 

is  in  ftridl  juftice,  for  their  faults.  Therefore,  reader, 

ceafe  to  hear  the  inftru<5):ion  that  cau&ththee  to  err 

from  the  words  and  ways  of  wifdom.  Pay  no  regard 

to  any  preacher,  either  in  church  or  meeting,  who 

kindles  the  flames  of  rebellion,  and  breathes  out 

rage,  malice,  and  flaughter,  againft  the  civil  rulers 

of  the  earth  i  for  as  fure  as  God  communicates  his 

ipirit  by  the  preaching  of  his  gofpel,  fo  fure  does  the 

devil, 
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devil,  that  old  rebel,  traitor,  and  murderer,  enter  the 
hearts  of  men,  by  the  reading  of  Tom  Paine's  books, 
and  by  the  inflammatory  difcourfcs  of  fuch  preach- 
ers. They  know  not  the  thoughts  of  the  Lord^  nor  do  th^ 
underftand  his  councils, 

BeGdes :  what  good  can  be  cxpe<5led  from  per- 
jured men  ?  Men  that  can  make  oath  to  be  true  and 
faithful  to   their  fovereign,  and  then  rebel  againft 
him,  are  in  the  fame  awful  (late  of  Zedekiah  and 
all  his  princes,   his  priefts,  and  his  falfe  prophets. 
What  I  can  they  fwear  in  the  prefence  of  God  that 
they  will  relinquilh  all  claim  upon  the  Bible,  if  thejr 
prove  falfe  or  un&ithful  ?  and  can  they  challenge 
the  omnifciencc  of  Heaven  to  find  out  the  chea:^ 
and  defy  him  to  avenge  it  ?  Aan  they  bring  them-^ 
felves  under  every  threatening,  plague,  and  curfc ; 
under  all  the  wrath,  judgments,  and  indignation  of 
God,  and  under  the  damnation  of  hell,  and  thea 
ftand  up  and  preach,  and  call  themfelves  the  fervants 
of  God  ?  The  hand  of  God  hath  been  feen  upon  fomc 
of  thefe  feducers  already;  and  fo  it  is  upon  fome  whQ 
are,  and  have  been,  fcduccd  by  them.    You  may 
rage  and  rail,  and  curfe  me,  as  long  as  you  pleafc  j 
and  you  may  fend  me  a  few  more  anonymous  fcraps 
of  fcurrility,  rebukes,  and  blafphemy  j  but  I  ftill  tell 
you,  tRat  you  (hall  not  efcapc  the  judgment  of  God 
by  thefe  things  :  they  thai  Ckrifi  will  keep  from  th 
hour  of  temptation,  are  tbofe  that  keep  the  word  of  bis 
patience.  This  is  his  promifc  i  and  we  Ihall  fee  whofe 
word  ihall  ftand,  yours  or  his.    And  why  is  it  called 
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iti  word  of  bis  patience  ?  Becaufe  he  excrcifed  ib 
much  patience  in  the  preaching  of  it,iuider  one  of 
the  vileft  kings  that  ever  reigned^  namely  Herod, 
who  flew  all  the  infants  in  Bethlehem,  in  hopes  of 
killing  him,  by  whom  kings  reign ;   and  when  the 
next  monarch  came  to  the  throne,  his  enemies  cried 
in  ridicule,  Go^  get  ibee  out y  for  Herod  will  kill  thee; 
but  he  replied.  Go  tell  that  f  ox ^  tbat  I  do  cures  to-day^ 
and  to-morroWy  &c.  &c.     And  why  did  he  call  him 
a  fox  ?  Becaufe  of  his  cunning;  and  becaufe  of  his 
unjuft  CRielty  againft  the  Lord's  poultry.   flSw  often^ 
faith  Chrid,  *!vould  I  bave  gathered  thy  cUldreu  toge^ 
tber^  even  as  a  ben  dotb  gather  her  chickens  under  her 
wingSy  but  ye  would  not  ?     Two  thouland  of  thefc 
chickens  the  former  Ibx,  who  was  of  the  fame  family, 
had  killed,  and  now  fought  the  life  of  the  hen  her- 
felf ;  nor  could  they  reft  till  they  had  killed  both 
the  dam  and  its  young,    Deut.  xxxii.  1 1  ^  xxii.  6. 
It  was  Herod  and  his  men  of  war  who  arrayed  Chril^ 
mocked  him,  and  fet  him  at  nought;  and  to  all  this 
the  Lord  alludes,  when  he  calls  it  the  word  of  bis pa^ 
tience,  and  cautions  us  againft  being  entangled  by 
Satan  in  this  hour  of  temptation. 

Women,  too,  young  and  old,  are  breathing  o^t 
llaughter  againft  the  ruling  powers.  Tom  Paine 
and  Satan  have  ftufFed  their  heads  full  of  politics,  I 
think  thcfe  had  better  guide  the  hpufe,  teach  their 
children  to  read,  and  take  in  a  little  plain  work. 
And  old  men,  alfo,  half  in  the  grave  and  half  out, 
can  revile  the  gods,  and  f^eak  evil  of  the  rulers  of  the 
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people.  Thcfe  fcem  determined  to  aft  like  Barabbas^ 
ferment  a  fpirit  of  mfurreBkn.  I  believe  the  two 
thieves  had  fome  hand  in  xhis  ;  and,  if  they  had, 
they  were  boneft,  efpecially  one  of  them,  for  he  de- 
clared that  they  Juffered  jujifyy  and  received  the  dufi 
reward  of  thdr  deeds.  Luke  xxiii.  41.  But  fure  1 
am>  that  the  god  of  this  world  mud  be  awfully  tec 
loofe  upon  us,  when  fo  many  are  trying  to  put  the 
ftnmdatitms  of  the  earth  out  ofeourfe^  and  to  make  the 
dark  places  of  it  full  of  the  habitations  of  cruelty.  If 
civil  magiftrates  are  taken  up  in  the  lips  of  talkers, 
and  become  the  table  chat  and  fcora  of  women,  the 
fport  of  children,  and  the  fong  of  drunkards^ 
we  may  fear  that  God  and  religion  will  ibon  be  the 
fame  j  for  if  they  honour  not  the  king,  they  will 
foon  tell  us  that  they  fear  not  God.  And  not  a  few, 
who  eat  the  bread  of  the  governors,  are  in  this  fpi« 
rit  of  rebellion,  Thefe  are  like  Ahithophel  and  Ju- 
das, eat  of  their  mailers  bread,  and  lift  up  their 
heels  agatnft  them.  But  the  deceitfuh  and  him  thai 
hveth  violence^  nty  God  hateth. 

Once  more.  It  doth  not. appear,  as  fbme  ima« 
gine,  that  civil  magiftracy  will  be  deftroyed  when 
the  finiverfal  kingdom  of  Chrift  is  fet  up ;  for  al- 
though it  is  faid,  thai  the  thrones  were  caft  down^  yet 
It  means  only  the  thrones  of  iniquity^  which  frame 
mifchiefbya  law  ;  thefe  Jhall  have  no  fellowflnp  with 
Chrifi.  But  the  thrones  fhall  then  be  eftablifhed 
in  righteoufnefs,  and  be  uphelden  by  mercy.  For 
the  nations  and  kingdoms  that  will  not  ferve  Chrifl; 
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fhall  pcrilh ;  thofc  kingdoms  (hall  be  utterly  waftedj 
as  thofe  nations  were  that  rgefted  Nebuchadnez- 
zar's yoke.  But  as  it  is,  the  kings  of  the  earth  that 
ihall  hate  the  whore,  and  burn  her  with  fire,  it  is 
plain  that  thefe  kings  will  Bght  for  the  Lord  agaiofl: 
all  thofe  kings  and  kingdoms  that  fight  a^nft  him 
for  Antichrift.  Moreover,  when  the  fulnefs  of  the 
Gentiles  come  to  Zion's  light,  kings  /haU  come  to 
the  brigbtnefs  of  her  rtfmg  \  yea,  it  is  added,  and  kings 
jhall  he  thy  nurfing  fathers^  and  their  queens  thy  Toarfing 
mothers.  Nor  will  the  world  be  left  without  princes  j 
for  the  Father's  promife  to  Chrift  is,  that  infteadof 
thy  fathers  (fuch  as  Adam,  Noah,  Abraham,  ifaac, 
Jacob,  David,  &cc.\  Jhall  be  thy  children^  whom  thou 
tnayeft  make  princes  in  aU  the  earth.  Nor  ihall  the 
world  be  without  officers,  nor  yet  without  tax- 
gatherers.  /  will  alfo  make  thine  officers  peace^  and 
thine  exafiors  right eoufnejs.  Violence  fhall  no  more  be 
heard  in  thy  land,  wafting  nor  d^ruSion  within  thy 
borders-,  but  thou  fhalt  call  thy  wall  falvation,  and 
thy  gates  praife.  The  Lord  Jhall  be  unto  thee  an  ever- 
lafiing  light,  and  thy  God  thy  glory  -,  thy  people  alfo 
Jhdl  all  be  righteous  i  they  fhall  inherit  the  land  for 
ever,  the  branch  of  wy  planting,  the  work  of  my  hands, 
that  I  may  be  glorified.  A  little  one  fhall  become  a 
thoufandy  /md  afmaU  one  aftrong  nation :  I  the  Lord 
will  haften  it  in  his  time.  Ifa.  Ix.  17—22.  Let 
none  of  us  liften  to  our  charmers,  our  enchanters, 
and  dreamers,  who  have  got  nothing  in  their  heads 
but  anarchy,  nor  any  thing  in  their  hearts  butftrife 
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and  contention  ;  for  civil  rulers  fliall  rule,  in  dc- 
fi^ce  of  all  the  unruly,  till  Chrift  comes  to  judge 
the  world.  But  every  man  in  his  own  order :  Chri/l 
the' Jirft  fruits y  afterward  they  that  are  Chriji^s  at  his 
comings  Then  cometh  the  end,  ivhen  hefhall  have  de^ 
liver ed  up  the  kingdom  to  Gody  even  the  Father ;  when 
be  Jhall  have' put  down  all  rule^  and  all  authority  and 
power.  For  be  muji  reign  ti!l  he  hath  put  all  enemies 
under  his  feet.  The  lafl  enemy  that  Jhall  be  dejlroyed 
is  death,    i  Cor.  xv.  23 — iS. 

Thus  I  have  fhewed  you,  that  thofe  nations  that 
fubmitted  to  the  Babylonian  yoke  ftood,  and  fo  fhall 
that  nation  that  fubmits  to  Chrift  and  his  word. 
Thofe  nations  that  rcfufed  Nebuchadnezzar's  yoke 
were  deftroyed  j  and  thofe  nations  that  refufc  the 
yoke  of  Chrift  fhall  be  utterly  wafted.  Thofe  of 
God's  profeiTing  people  who  obeyed  the  Lord's 
voice,  and  fell  away  to  the  Chaldeans,  lived,  and 
returned  again  ;  and  thofe  who  obey  the  Lord's 
voice  now,  and  keep  the  word  of  his  patience,  and 
be  fubjed  to  the  higher  powers,  fhall  be  kept  from. 
the  hour  of  temptation/  The  difobedient  and  gain- 
faying  Jews  fell  by  the  famine,  peflilence,  and 
fword.  And  the  unruly  now,  who  are  difobedient 
to  God  refufe  to  obey  his  word,  and  refill:. the 
powers,  Ihall  be  taken  in  this  hour  of  temptation, 
and  Ihall  receive  to  themfelves  dan^tion. 

Moreover,  I  have  flicwed  you,  that,  from  the 
time  that  the  Jews  fell  away  to  the  Chaldeans  unto 
the  time  of  their  return  to  their  own  land,   was 

fcventy 


(    8o    ) 

fcvcnty  yeaf  s  j  and  if  the  man  of  fin  was  re Vealed 
or  manifefted  to  the  world,  fo  as  to  be  feen  and 

■  known  to  be  the  fon  of  perdition,  in  the  year  606^ 
as  many  affirm,  it  is  plain,  that  as  he  is  to  continue 
but  1 260  years,  that  from  the  time  of  the  begin* 
ning  of  this  hour  of  temptation  to  his  deilniSion 
will  be  the  fame  date ;  fo  that  67  or  6Z  years  more 
will  bring  him  to  his  own  place  :  his  time  now  is 
within  the  age  of  man.  But  the  difference  between 
the  eaftcrn  way  of  reckoning  and  ours,  or  the  dif- 
ference which  the  folar  and  lunar  years  may  make, 
I  muft  leave  to  the  learned. 

When  the  Jews  went  into  captivity,  all  the  threat- 
enings  of  heaven  againfl  Babylon  were  fent  to  Ba- 
bylon after  them  in  a  book,  which  was  to  be  read 

.  in  Babylon,  and  then  it  was  to  be  bound  up  with  aftome 
in.it,  and  to  be  caji  into  the  midft  of  Euphrates j  and  it 
was  to  bejaidy  Thusfiall  Babylon  Jink,  and  Jhall  nof 
rife  from  the  evil  that  I  will  bring  upon  her.  Jer.  li* 
63^  64.  This  is  repeated  againft  myftery  Babylon. 
jinda  mighty  angel' took  tip  a  ft  one  like  a  great  mil/lone, 
and  caft  it  into  (be  Jea^  faying.  Thus  "ititb  violence  fbali 
that  great  ciiy  Babylon  be  thrown  down,  and  Jhall  be 

found  no  more  at  all.  Rev.  xviii.  21.  There  were 
fome  few  even  of  the  falfe  prophets  who  imbibed 
Jeremiah's  doftrine,  and  advanced  it  -,  but  God's 
word  in  thciiUiouth  was  neither  a  hammer  nor  a 
fire ;  and  therefore  thefe  did  not  efcape :  lam  againji 
the  prophets^  faith  the  Lord,  thatfteal  my  word  every 
one  from  his  neighbour.  Jer.  xxiii.  ^o.     Hence  the 

flying 
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flying  roll  purfued  thefe  as  well  as  the  others ;  for 
the  curie  was  not  only  to  enter  into  the  hoiife  of  him 
that  fweareth  falfely,  but  into  the  houfe  of  the  thief 
alfo.  Zech.  V.  4. 

The  miniftry  of  Jeremiah  was  to  leparate  the 
obedient  from  the  difobedient.  Therefore  thus  faith 
the  Lordy  If  thou  return^  then  I  will  bring  thee  agaiit^ 
and  thou  Jbalt  Jtand  before  me :  and  if  thou  take  forth 
the  precious  from  the  vile,  thoujhalt  be  as  my  mcuth  : 
let  them  return  unto  thee^  but  return  not  thou  unto  them. 
And  I  will  make  thee  unto  this  people  a  fenced  brazen 
wallj  and  they  fhall  fight  againfi  thee,  but  they  fhall 
not  prevail  againft  thee:  for  I  am  with  thee  tofave 
theCy  and  to  deliver  tbee^fdtb  the  Lord.  And  I  will 
deliver  thee  out  of  the  hand' of  the  wicked^  and  I  will 
redeem  thee  out  of  tbt  hand  of  the  terrible.  Jcr.  xv. 
19 — ai.  The  vile  from  the  precious  were  to  be 
known  by  their  fubje£tion  or  non  fubjeftion  to  the 
higher  powers.  The  higheft  ruling  power  then  in 
the  world  was  the  king  of  Babylon,  and  God  had 
made  him  fo,  though  he  was  nothing  but  a  poor 
pagan.  Thofe  that  believed  the  word  of  the  Lord» 
and  fell  to  the  Chaldeans,  were  the  precious  i  and 
thofe  who  rejeftcd  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  foiight 
againft  the  king  of  Babylon,  were  the  vile.  The(e> 
and  all  the  heathen  nations  that  difobey ed  the  Lordj 
were  doomed  to  deftruftion.  To  deftroy  thefe  re- 
bels afterwards  was  the  work  of  the  Lord;  andeverf 
one  that  held  back  his  fword  from  them  was  to-be 
Vjrfcd  of  Godt     Curfed  be  he  that  doeth  the  work  cf 
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the  Lord  deceitfully  j  and  curjed  be  be  that  keepetb  hack 
bis /word  from  blood.  Jer.  xlvii.  lo. 

I  have  had  fome  of  the  fame  fighting  againft  me 
as  Jeremiah  had  againft  him.  There  was  a  knot 
of  young  wife  men  among  us,  who  were  great 
readers  and  admirers  of  Tom  Paine;  and  when 
they  became  ftrong  in  the  bonds  of  iniquity,  Satan 
found  accefs  to  their  hearts,  and  by  him  they  .con- 
ceived no  fmall  degree  of  envy;  and  their  maficc 
and  prejudice  began  ro  rife  fo  high  againft  me,  that 
fome  of  them  could  hardiy  keep  fiJence  in  the  houfe 
of  God.  My  difcourfe  on  the  Books  andtbe  Parch^ 
ments  exafperaced  them  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  def^ 
peration  and  madnefs  ;  and  when  that  fon  of  Be- 
lial came  among  you  from  Plymouth  Dock,  they 
then  thought  to  feek  revenge,  or  to  avenge  them- 
felves  on  me ;.  the  fecret  leaven  of  malice  and 
wickednefs  that  had  long  worked  within  them 
boiled  up,  and  ran  over,  the  cockatrice  eggs  were 
broken,  and  out  came  the  vipers.  He  who/e  haired 
is  covered  with  deceit^  his  uickednejs  fhall  'b^  Jbevon 
before  the  whole  congregation.  Prov.  xxvi.  a6.  God 
had  fhewn  me  this,  nine  months  before  it  happened, 
in  a  dream,  which  i  then  told  to  Mr-  Morgan  and 
Mr.  Winkworth.  And  at  this  time  he  gave  me 
alfo  another  dream  fimilar  to  the  former,  which 
fliewed  rtie  what  we  were  to  doj  God  had  then 
difcovered  the  vile,  and  we  were  to  feparate  them 
from  the  precious,  while  the  Spirit  of  God  in  the 
fouls  pf  the  rrghtcous,  fepar^tcd  them  from,  their  af- 
fections : 
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feftions  :  and  what  the  Lord  of  life  and  glory  fore- 
told niay  be  vifibly  fecn  in  many  of  them  at  this 
day  i  namely,  that  they  who  abide  not  in  the  vine 
are  caft  forth  as  a  branch,  and  are  withered,  and 
men  gather  them,  that  is,  wicked  men  gather  them 
into  their  company,  and  they  are  burned.  In  lefs 
than  fix  months  after  the  fecohd  arrival  of  the  above- 
mentioned  fon  of  Belial,  and  after  a  fecond  influ- 
ence under  his  alluring  through  the  lufi  of  tbeflejb 
and  much  wantonnefs^  not  lefs  than  fix  perfons  were 
known  to  give  themfelves  up  to  the  fin  of  adultery, 
^nd  arc  now  gone  over  to  the  awful  tribunal  of 
God : — the  whoremonger  and  the  adulterer  God  will 

j^dg^' 

I  know,  at  this  time,  ftveral  individuals,  who 

lay  near  to  my  heart,  and  who  have  drank  into  this 
Ipirit  of  difafFcdlion  and  rebellion,  who  arc  vifibly 
fmitten  of  God  ;  the  hand  of  God  has  gone  out 
againfl:  two,  in  a  way  of  providence,  even  till  they 
wonder  what  can  be  the  caufc.  I  know  the  caufe. 
Three  more  I  know  who  are,  or  have  been,  un- 
der the  arrefts  of  divine  juftice  in  their  confciences, 
and  fo  fmitten  with  the  terrors  of  God,  and  at  the 
fame  time  cherifliing  rebellion  and  madncfs  in  their 
hearts,  till  their  fleep  has  departed  from  them  \  and 
others  have  beci\  fmitten  in  other  ways,  and  it  mufl: 
be  fo  :  for  thofe  who  make  to  themfelves  crooked 
ways  (hall  not  know  peace.  Crooked  ways  are 
thofe  ways  that  are  contrary  to  God ;  and  this  is  re- 
filling his  will^  and  refitting  the  ordinance  of  God, 
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and  chcrilhing  a  fpirit  of  rebellion  againft  the  vctf 
powers  which  God  hach  fet  up,  and  which  proted: 
us  in  the  worfliip  of  God  ;  and  fuch  can  exped.  to 
fare  no  better  than  thofe  who  confpircd  with  Abfa- 
lom  againft  David. 

1  am  not  alone  in  my  teftimony  j  I  have  two 
true  yokefellows,  whofe  names  ftand  at  the  front  of 
this  difcourfc,  whom  God  hath  fet  as  iron  pillars  to 
refift  this  fpirit  of  Satan. 

God  hath  vifibly  mingled  a  perverfc  Ipirit  among 
thefe  oppofcrs  j  and  many  who  have  longed  for  the 
overthrow,  and  have  at  times  been  almoft  ready  to 
fhout  for  viftory,  have  hitherto  been  difappointed, 
notwithftanding  all  the  mutterings  and  confpiracies 
which  have  taken  place— and  I  know  they  have  erred 
in  every  work  of  theirs y  as  a  drunken  manjlaggers 
in  bis  vomit.  Ifa.  xix.  14.  And  whatever  it  is  to  ter- 
minate in,  whether  in  a  peftilence,  or  what  not, 
the  promoters  of  it  fhall  moft  furely  fare  the  word 
in  it  i  and  thofe  who  keep  the  word  of  the  Lord's 
patience,  ftiall  be  kept  from  ruin  and  deftruftion 
in  this  hour  of  temptation*  And  God  (hall  (hew 
you,  in  due  time,  whether  this  my  work,  or  this 
my  counfel,  be  of  God,  or  of  man. 

Nor  fi^all  you  ever  run  from  this  my  teftimony, 
for  I  am  made  manifeft  in  your  confciences  j  if 
you  arc  fent  to  hell,  as  a  favour  of  cleath  unto  death, 
1  (hall  purfue  you,  and  my  teftimony  will  fland 
againft  you,  and  you  (hall  fee  me  with  the  eyes  of 
your  mind,  even  there,  as  a  witnefs  againft  you : — 

I  as 
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as  fure  as  Mofes  accufcd  the  Jews  in  the  days  of 
Chrift  for  their  reje<Stion  of  him^  and  as  fure  as  the 
rich  glutton  la  hell  law  the  beggar  Lazarus  in  the 
bofom  of  Abraham.     And  if  you  are  obedient  to 
the  word  of  the  L^rd^  as  a  favour  of  life  unto  life,, 
you  fhall  acknowledge  me  to  the  end ;  for  thofe 
that  bear  precious  feed  (hall  return  again  rejoicing* 
bringing  their  (heaves  with  them.     I  know  where 
this  my  teaching,  and  this  my  teftimony,  came 
from,  and  I  know  it  is  of  God  ;  therefore  remem- 
ber that  I  have  admoni(hed  you,  caudoned  you, 
and  warned  you  this  day.     Thus  I  have  complied, 
alfo,  with  the  requeft  of  them  who  wi(hed  me  fo 
much  to  print  it,'  which  is  what  I  did  not  intend ; 
but  as  I  had  feven  difcourfes  to  deliver  fo  foon  after 
the  delivery  of  this,  it  cannot  be  expeded  that  I 
could  put  it  down  juft  as  it  was  delivered.    And 
furthermore,  as  fome  perfons  wi(hed  me  to  publilh 
the  laft  Sunday  morning's  difcourfe,  delivered  from 
Dan.  ii.  45,  I  have  interwoven  a  few  of  the  heads  of 
that  in  this  difcourfe,  which  muft  fuffice  for  the  pre- 
(ent,  as  I  have  fo  little  time  on  my  hands. 
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